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UNFORTUNATE MOTHER'S

ADVICGCE &

MY DEAR JENNY,

WA S there any probability that a let~

ter from me would be permitted to reach

your hat;d -alone, I thould not have cho-

* fen, this leaft eligible method of writing to '

you,—The public is no way concerned

in family-affairs, and ought not to be
Ay



8 AN UNFORTUNATE MOTHER’S

made a party in them ;—but my circum-
ftances are fuch as lay me under a necef-
fity of either communicating my fenti-
ments to the world, or of concealing them
fro;ﬁ you :—The latter would, I think, be
the breach of an indifpenfable duty,-—'

which obliges me to wave the impropriety
- of the former.

A long train of events, of a moft ex-
traordinary nature, ccnipired to remove
you, very early, from the tender care of
an affeCtionate mother :—You were then
too young to be able to form any right
judgment of her condud, and fince that
time it is very prdbable that it has been .
rcprefe_nted to you in the moft unfavour-

able light.r-—,The general prejudice a-”




ApvICE TOHER DAUGHTERs. @

gainft me I never gave myfelf the ufelefs:
trouble of any endeavour to remove.—I.
do not mean to infer from hence,. that
the opinion of others is of no material
confequence—on the contrary, I would
advife you always to- remember, that,
next to the confcioufnels of acting right,
the public voice thould be regarded, and
to endeavour, by a prudent behaviour—
{even in the moft trifling inftances)}—to
fecure it in your favour. The being edu-
cated in a different opinion was a mis-
fortune to me.—I was early and wiiely
taught, that virtue was the one thing ne-
ceffary, and without it no happine(s could
be expedied either in this, or in any future
ftate of exiftence :—But, with this good

rinciple, a miftaken one was at the fame

'
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time inculcated, namely, That the felf-.
approbation, arifing from confcious vir<
tue, was alone fufficient; and that the
cenfures of an ill-natured world, (ever.
ready to calumniate) when not founded
on truth, were beneath the concern of a
perfon, whofe a&ions were guided by the
fuperior. motive of obedience to the will
of Heaven: This notion, firongly im-
bibed before Reafon had gained fufficient
ftrength to difcover its fallacy, was the
caufe of an inconfiderate condué& in’ my

fubfequent life, which marked my cha-. |

racter with a difadvantageous impreffion.
To you I {hall fpeak with the moft un-
referved fincerity, not concealing a fault
which you may profit by the knowledge
of;—~and therefore I freely own, that in
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‘my younger years, fatisfied with keep~
ing. flriétly within the bounds of vir-
tue, I took a foolith pleafure in exceed-
ing thofe of prudence, and was ridicus
loufly vain of indulging a latitude of be-
haviour, into which others of my age were
afraid of launching.—But then, in juftice
‘to myfelf, I muft at the fame time de- -
clare, that this freedom was only taken in
public company ;-—\-and, foextremely cau- .
tious was I of doing any thing that ap-
_peared to me a juft groand for cenfure, I
<all Heaven to witnefs, ydur father was
the firft man whom I ever made any pri-
wvate affignation with, or even met in a

room alone :~=Nor did I take that liber- .

ty with him, until the moft folemn mu-
*tual engagement (the . matrimonial cere-
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mony) had bound us to each other.—
My behaviour then, he has fince’ fré-
quently acknowledged, fully convinced
him I was not only innocent of any cri-
minal a&, but of every vitious tHoughit ;.
and that the outward freedom of mj; de-
'pori'ment‘ proceeded- merely from a geat
gaiety of temper; and, from a very high
flow of fpirits, never broke (if the expref-
fion may be allowed) into the formal
rules- of decorum. o

" To fum up the whole in a few word's‘;
my p;'ivaté condu& was what the fevereft
prude could not condemn; my public,
fuch as the moft finithed coquette alone
would have ventured upon :—The latter
only could be known to the world, and;
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-eonfequently, from thence muft their opi-
nion be taken. You will therefore eafily
be fenfible,” that it would: not be favour-
able to me;—on the contrary, it gave a
general prejudice againft me; and this has
been. fince made ufe of as an argument to
gain credit to the malicious falfehoods
laid to mycharge. For this reafon—(con-
vinced by long experienee that the greatex:
part of mankipd are. {o apt to receive, and
and fo willing to.retain a bad .impreffion
of others, that, when.it is once eftablifh-
ed, there is hardly a poffibility of remo-
ying it through life)—I have, for fome
years paft, filently acquiefced in the dif-
penfations of Providence, without attempt-
ing any juftification of myfelf;—and, be- .

" ing con{ciousthat the infamous afperfions
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caft on my character were not founded on
truth, I have fat down content with the
certainty of an open and perfect acquittal.
of all vitious difpofitions, or criminal con-
du&, at that great day, when all things
fhall appear as they really are, and when.
both our actions, and the moft fecret mo-
tives for them, will be made manifeft to.
" men and angels. '

© Hap your - father been amongft the
number of thofe who were deceived by
appearances, I thould have thought it my
duty to leave no method uneffayed to clear
myfelf in his opinion ;—but that was not
the cafe:—He knows that many of thole
. appearances, which havebeen urged againft
me, I was forced to fubmit to, not only
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from his ‘dire&tion, but by his abfolate

command ; which, contrary to reafon and
to my own intereft, I was for more than

twelve years weak enough implicitly to

“obey:—and that others, even fince our fe-

paration, were occafioned by fome parti-
cular inftances of his behavnour, which

_ rendered it 1mpoﬁible for me to a&t with

fafety in any other manner.—To him 1
appeal for the truth of this affertion, who
is confcious of the meaning, which may
‘be hereafter éx‘plained to you.—Perfeltly
acquainted with my principles and ‘with
my natural difpofition, his heait, Iam con-
vinced, never here condemned me.——
Being greatly incenfed that my father’s
will gave to me an independent fortqné,—

which will, he imagined, I was acceffary
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to, or at leaft, that I could have prevent-
ed; he was thereby laid open to the arts -
of defigning men, who, having their own -
intereft folely in view, worked him up into
a defire of revehge—and from thence, up- |
on probable circumftances, into a’public
accufation:—Though that public accufa- -
tion was fupported onlyvby thefingle tefti-
mony ofa perfon, whofe known falfehood
had made him a thoufand times declare,
that he would not credit her oath in the
moft trifling incident; yet, when he was -
difappointed of the additional evidence he
might have been flattered with the hope °
‘of obtaining, it was too late to recede.——
This I fincerely believe to be the truth
of the cafe, though I too well know hi-s_
tenacious temper, to expett a prefent ju-
X
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fification :—but whenever he fhall arrive

on the verge of eternity——if Reafon
holds her place at that awful moment,
and if Religion has then any power on.
his heart—I make no doubt, he will at
that time acquit me to his children, and
with truth he muft then confefs, that no -
part of my behaviour to him ever deferved

the treatment I have met with. Sorry

am I to be under the neceffity of pointing .

out faults in the condu& of another,
which are, perhaps, long fince repented of,
and ought in thattafe to be as much for-
gotten, as ‘they are moft truly forgiven:
Heaven knows, that, fo far from retaining
any degree of refentment in my heart, the
perfon breathes not whom I with to hurt,

or to whom I would not this moment
B

.

’

3
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“render every fervice in my power. The
injuries which I have fuftained, had I no
children, fhould contentedly be buried-in
ﬁlehce, until the great day of retribution
but, in juftice to you, to them, and to my-
felf, it is incumbent on me, as far as pof-
fible, to efface the falfe impreffions which,
by fuch filence, might be fixed on your
mind, and on thofe of your brothers and
fitters, whom I include with you. To
this end, it will be neceflary to enter into
a. circumftantial hiftory of near fiftcen
years, full of incidents of a nature foun-

commion, as to be fcarcely credible.

This,.I am convinced, will effeCtually
clear me, in your opinions, of theimputa-
tions I now lie under, and it will prove,

almoft to a demonftration, the true caufe
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P
of thofe proééédings' againft me that were
couched urider pretended motives,—as in-
Junou., to my reputation as they were falfe
in themfelves. But this muft be deferred
fome time longer;—you are all yct too
you"n.g! to enter into things of this kind,
| When

afew years fhall, by ripening your under-

or to judge properly of them.

ftandings, remove this objection, you'fhall
be informed of the whole truth without
difguife or partiality. Till then, fufpend
your belief of all that may have reached

your ears with regard to me, and’'wait the

knowledge of thofe facts, which my future
letter will reveal for your information.

Tuus much I thought it neceffary to

p'remife concerning myfelf, though fo-
B2
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réign to the defign of this“epifile; which is
only to remind you, that you have ftiilan
affeionate mother, who “is anxious for
your welfare, and defirous' of giving you
fome advice with regard to your conduct
in life.”F would lay down a-few precepts -
for you, which, if attended to, will fupply
(as far as it is in my power to fupply) the
deprivation of a conftant; tender, matermal
care. The addrefs is to you in particular,
your fifters-being yet too young to receive
it, but my intention is for the equal fervice
- of youall. . L
E ol e
You are juft entering, my desr girl,
into 4 world full of deceit and falfehcod,
. where few perfons or things appear as
. they really are. Vice hides her deformity -




ADVICE PO HER DAUGHTERS, 2p

with the borrowed g;lrbvof Virtue; and,
though eafily difcernible by the unbeco-
iming .awkwardnefs of her deportment
-under. ity the pailes.on thoufands undetec-
ted.——LEvery prefent pleafure ufurps the
-name of happinefs, and as fuch decejves
tac unwary purfuer. Thus one general
malk difguifes the whole face of things,
aad it requires .a long experience, and a
penctrating judgment, to difcover the
truth, ‘L'hrice happy thofe whofe do-
cile tempers improve from the inftruc-

tions of maturer age, and who thereby at.
tain fome degree of this neceffary know-
ledge, while it may be ufeful in direting
their condu&!

‘THE turn which your mind may now
B3
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‘take, will fix the happinefs or- mifery of
your future life;~—and, I am too nearly
concerned for your welfare; not to be moft
anxioufly folicitousthat you may be early
_led into fo jult a way of thinking as will
be produétive to you of aprudent, rational
| behaviour, and which will fecure to you
a lafting felicity. You were old enough,
before our feparation, to convince me that
Heaven had not denied you a good natu-

ral underftanding.

This, if properly
_cultivated, will fet you above that trifling
difpofition, too common among the fe-
male world, which makes youth ridicu-
lous, maturity infignificant, and old age
contemptible !—It is, therefore, needlefs to
cnlarge on that head, fince Good-fenfe is

there the beft advifer;—and, without it,’
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all admonitions or_directions on the fuba’
jet would be as fruitleSs, as to lay down
rules for the condult or for the a%tions of
an idiot.

THERE is no room to-doubt but that
fufficient care will be taken to give you a
polite edllcation;;)'et, a religious one is
of ftill greater confequence : —INeceflury as
the former is toward your making a pro-
per figure,in the world, and for your be-
ing well accepted in it; the latter is yet
more fo, as that only can fecure to you the
approbation of the greateft and beft of

Beings, on whofe favour depends your

everlafting happinefs. Let therefore
your duty to God be ever the firlt and
principal obje;?c of your care :=———As your

B4
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Creator and Governary he tlaitms adora-
tion arid obedience;—~as your Father and
and Friend, he demands fubmiffive duty

and  affeftion.—Remember that; from

this common Parent of the univerfe, you

_received ycur life;—that, to_his general

rovidence, you own the continuance of
pd

' it;—and,:to his bounty, you are indebted

~ for all the health, eafe, advantages, or en-

joyments which help to.make that life
-agreeable.—A fenfe of benefits received
naturally infpires a grateful difpofition,
with a defire of making fuitable returns ¢
— Al that can here be made for innume-
rable favours, every moment beftowed, is
a thankful acknowledgment and a will-

ing obedience ;—in thefe be never want-

. ing.—Make it an invariable rule to begin
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and te end the day with a folemn- addrels
o the Deity. - I mean not by this, what
is commonly, with too much ‘propriety,
- called faying of prayers, namely a cufto-
‘nary repetition of a few good words,
~without either devotion or attention—
than which nothing is more inexcufable
and affrontive to the Deity: Itis the ho-
'mage of the heart that can alone be ac-

cepted by him.  Expreffions of our abfo-
lute dependence on, and of our entire re-

fignation to him—thankfgivings for the
mercies already received—petitions for
“thofe bleflings it is fit for us to pray for—
-and interceflions for alk our fellow-crea-
tures—compofe the principal parts of this
duty ;—which may be comprifed in very
_few words, or may be more enlarged up-
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on, as the circumftances of time-and dif-
pofition may render moft fuitable: For it
it is not the length, but the fincerity and
attention of our prayers, that will make
them efficacious. A good heart, joined to -
a tolerable underftanding, will feldom be
at a lofs for proper words, with which to
clothe thefe fentiments; and all perfons
being beit acquainted with their own par-
ticular circumitances, may. reafonany be
fuppofed beft qualified for adapting theic
petitions and acknowledgments to them:
But for thofe, who are of a different opi-
* nion, there are many excellent forms of
l;rayer already compofed ;—amengft thele,
none, that T know of, are equal to Dr.
Hoadley’s (the late Bifhop ‘OF Winchefter)

“which I recommend to your perufal and.
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-ufe:»~in the preface to them, you will
find better inftruftions on this head than
T'am capable of giving, and to thefe I re-
- fer you.

IT is acknowledged that our petitions
"cannot in any degree alter the intention of
a Being, who is in himfelf invariable, and
without a poffibility of change; all that
can be expefted from them is, that, by
bettering ourfelves, they will render us
more proper obje&ts of his favourable re-
gard: —And this muft neceffarily be the
refult of a ferious, regular, and conftant
difcharge of this branch of our duty;—
for it is fcarcely poffible to offer up our
fincere and fervent devetions to Heaven,

svery morning and evening, without lea-
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ving on our-miads. fuch ufeful itmpreflions .
as-will naturally difpofeus to aready and.
cheerful chedlerice, and will infpire a filial
fear of offending ;—the belt fecurity virtue
can have. As you value your own hap-
pinefs, let not the force of bad examples.
everleadyou into an habitual difufe of fecret
prayer; nor letan unpardonable negligence
fo far prevail on you as to makeyou reft fa- .
tisfied with a formal, cuftomary, inattentive
repetition-of fome well chofen words: Let
your héart and- attention always go with
your lips, and" experience will foon con-
~ vince you, that this permiffion of addref-
" fing the Supreme Being is the moft valu-
able prerogative of human nature ;—the
chief, nay, the only fupport under all the -
diftreffes and calamities to which this ftate -
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~ offin apd i ifery is liable j—the higheft
: ﬁtbnﬂ:fatiiia&ion the mind is capable of,
-on thisfide thoe grave,~and'the beft pre-

parative for everlafting happinefs beyond
it.... This is- a duty ever: in your qwn
power, and therefore you only will be cul-
pable by the omiffion of it. - Public wor-
fhip- may'not always ‘be fo; but, when-
ever it is, ‘do not wilfully neglet the fer- -

+ vice.of the church, at leaft on Sundays;

and let your -behaviour there be adaixtcd to

“the folemnity of the place,,and to the in-

tention of the meeting:——Regard nei-

ther the aCtions, nor the drefs of others ;—
let not your eyes rove in fearch of ac-
quaintance, but in the time of divine fer-
vice avoid, as much as poflible, all com-
plfzmntal civilities,” of which there is
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too great an intercourfe in moft of our
churches ;—remember that your only bu-
finefs there is to pay a folemn a& of de- -
votion to Almighty Gop; and let every

part of your condu& be fuitable to this
greatend.

If you hear a good fermon,

treafure it in your memory, that you
may reap all the benefit it was capable of

imparting :~—If butanindifferent one, there

muft be fome good things in it j—retain -
thefe, and let the remainder be buried in
oblivion.—Ridicule not the preacher, who
no doubt has done his beft, and who is
rather the objet of pity, than of con-
tempt, for having been placed in a-fitua-
tion of life, to which his talents were not
equal:—he may perhaps ‘be a good man,

though he is not a great orator.




ApyIcE TP HER DAUGHTERS. . 3¢

I wourp alfo recommend to you the
early and frequent participation of the
communion, or, what is commonly cell-
ed, recetving the facrament, as the indif-
penfable duty of every Chriftian. Thereis .
no inftitution of our relizgion more fimple, '
plain, and intelligible than this is, as de-
livered to us by our Saviour: and moft of
the elaborate treatifes written on the fub-
ject have ferved only to puzzle and di-
fturb weak minds, by throwing the dark
veil of Superftition and of human Inven- .

tion over a plain pofitive command, given
‘ by him in fo explicit a manner as to be
eafily comprehended by the meaneft ca-
pacity, and which is doubtlefs in the
power of all his fincere followers to pay
an acceptable obedience to.——Nothing
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has more contributed to the neglect of this’
duty than the numerous well-meaning
books that hive been written to enjoin
‘@ month’sy or a week’s preparation as pre-
vioufly neceffary to the due performance
of it, by which means filiing the mi’nds
of many with needlefs terror,—putting
it even out of the power of fome to re-
. ceive it at all,—and inducing great num-
bers to reft fatisfied with doing it only
once or twice in a year, on fome high fe-
ftival:—whereas it was certainly the con-
flant cuftom of the 2pofiles and primitive
Chriftians, ‘on  every Sunday,—and it
ought to be received by us, as oftenas it is
adminiftered in the church we frequent—
which in moft places is but once ina
month.—Nor do I think it excufable, at

2
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any time, to turn our backs upon the table
we fee prepared for that purpofe, on pre-’
tence of not being fit to partake worthily
of it: The beft, the only true preparation
for this, and for every other part of religi-
ous duty, is a good and virtuous life, by
which the mind is conftantly kept in fuch
a devotional frame, as to vequire but.a
little recolleCtion to be fuited to any par-
ticular a& of worffxip or of obedience,
that may occafionally offer; and, without _
a good.and virtuous life, there cannot be
a greater, or more fatal miftake then to
fuppofe, 'that a few days or weeks fpent in
humiliation and prayer, will render us at
all the more acceptable to the Deity, or
that we thould be thereby better fitted for
any one inftance of that fiuty, which we
c
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mutft univerfally pay, to be either ;ppro-
ved by him, or to be advantageous to our-
felves:—I would not, therefore, advife
you to read any of thofe weekly prepara-
tives, which are too apt to lead the mind
into error, by teaching it to reft in a mere
‘fhadow of piety, wherein there is nothing
rationally fatisfaGtory. ‘The beft books
which I have ever met with on this fub-
je&, are Bithop HoapLEY’s Plain Account
of the Nature and End of the Sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper, and NELsoN’s Great
Duty of freéuenting the Chriflian Sacrifice.
—To the former are annexed the prayers
which 1 before mentioned; they are well
- worth your attentive perufal ;—the defign
of the inftitution is therein fully explain-
~ ed, agreeable both to fcripture and to rea-
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fon, ftripped of that veil of myftery, which

. has been induftrioufly thrown over it, by
defigning or by miftaken men; and it is
there laid as plainly open to every capacity
as it was at firft left us by our great Ma-
fler.——Read thefz books with" due atten-
tion, you will there find every neceffary-
mftrultion concerning the rite, and every
rscafonable inducement to the conftant
and confcientious performance of it.

- ‘THefincere pradlice of religious duties,

naturally leads to the proper difcharge of
the focial ; which may be all ’comprehend—
«ed in that one great general rule of doing
unto sthers as you would they fhould do unto

you: but of thefe, more particularly

hereafter, I fhall firft give you my advice
' C2
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concerning emplayment, dit ‘being -of great
momentto fet outin life in fach a method .

as may be ufeful to yourfelf, and beneficial
to others. )

T 1Mk is invaluable, itslofs is irretrieve~
able! the remembrance of having made an
ill ufe of it muft be one of the fharpeft
tortures to thofe who are on the brink of
eternity ? ‘and, what can yield a.more un- A
pleafing retrofpet, than whole years idled
away in an irrational ‘infignificant man-
ner? Examples of which are continually
before our-eyes! Look on every day as a
blank fheet of pape;‘ put into your hands
to be filled up; remember the charalters
will remain to endlefs ages, and that they

never can be expunged. Be careful, there- ‘
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.~ fore, notto write any thing but what you
may read with pleafure a thoufand years
after. T would notbe underftood ina fenfe -
fo firi&t as might debar you from any in-

* nocent amufement, fuitable to your age,
and agreeable toyour inclination : —Diver-
fions, properly regulated, are not only al-
lowable, they are abfolutely: neceflary to
youth, and are never criminal but when
taken to excefs; that is, when they en-
grofs the whole thought,“‘;')hen they are
made the chief bufinefs of life; they then
give a diftafte to every valuable employ-
ment, and, by a fort of infatuation, leave
the mind in a ftate of reftlefs impatience
from the conclufion of one until the com-
mencement of another. This is the un-
fortunate difpofition of many; guard moft

Cs3.
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carefully againft it, for nothing can be at=
tended with more pernicious confequences.
A little obfervation will convince you,.
that there is not, among the human fpe-
" cies, a fet of more miferable beings than
thofe who cannot live out of a conftant
fucceflion of diverfions ; thefe people have
no comprehenfion of the more fatisfactory.
pleafure tobefound inretirement ; thought
is infupportable, and confequently folitude
muft be intolerable to them: they area
‘burden to themfelves, and are a peft to
their acquaintance, by vainly feeking for
happinefs in company, where they are fel-
dom acceptsble. I fay vainly, for true
happinefs exifts only in the mind, nothing
foreign can give it: The utmoft to be
attained, by what is called a gay /ife; is &
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thort forgetfulnefs of mifery, to be felt
with accumulated anguith in every inter~
val of refleCtion. This reftlefs temper is
frequently the product of a too cager pur-
. fuit of pleafure in the early part of life, to
the negle&t of thofe valuable improve-
ments which would lay the foundation of
a more folid and permanent felicity,.——
“Youth is the feafon for diverfions, but it
is alfo the feafon for acquiring knowledge,
for fixing ufeful habits, and for laying in
a ftoek of fuch well-chofen materials, as
may grow into a fcrene happinefs, which
will increafe with every added year of life,
and will bloom in the fulleft perfeGtion
at the decline of it. The great art of edu-
cation confifts in afligning to each its
proper place, in fuch a manner that the
Cs
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one fhall never become irkfome by in- |

trenching on_the other. Our feparation
‘having taken from me the pleafing tafk of
endeavouring, to the beft of my ability, to
to fuitthemoccafionally, as might be moft
conducive both to your profit and plea-
Jure, it only remains for me to give you
ceneral rules, which, indeed,  accidents
may make it neceflary fometimes to vary:
"Thofe, however, muft be left to your
own difcretion, and, I am éonv]nccd, that
_ you have a fufficient fhare of underftand-
ing to be very capable of making advan-
tageouily fuch cafual regulations to your-
felf, if the inclination is not wanting.
°

It is an excellent method to appropri-

ate the morning wholly to improvement;

[ i
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“the afternoon may then be allowed to di-
verfions. Under the laft head, I place
company, books of the amufing kind, and
entertaining productions of the needle, as
well s plays, balls, cards, &c. which
more commonly go by the name of dver-
Jons:  the afternoon, and evening il -
fupper, may by thefe be employed with
innocence and propriety ; but let not one
of them ever be fuffered to intrude on the
former part of the _day,:which fhould be
‘always devoted to more ufeful employ-
" ments. One half hour, or more, either
before or immediately after breakfaft, I
would have you conftantly give to the at-
tentive perufal of fome rationally pious
author, or to fome part of the New Te-
ftament, with which, and indeed with the
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whole feripture, you ought to make your-
felf perfedtly acquainted, a8 'the bafis on

“which. your religion is-founded. From
this praétice, you will reap more real be-

- nefit. than can be fuppofed by thofe who
have never made the experiment. The
other houts may be divided amongft thofe
‘neceflary and polite acquifitions which -are
fuitable to your fex, age, and rank in life.
Study yeur ewn language thoroughly, that
you may fpeak correctly, aud writegram-
matically: Do not content yourf¢lf with
the common ufe of words, which cuftom
hasAtaught you from the cradle, but leara .
from whence they are derived, and what
are. their proper ﬁgnii:ications.—F rench
you ought to be as_ well acquainted with .
aswith Englith;—and Jtalian might, withe

2
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out much difficulty, be added.——Ac-
quire a good knowledge of hiftory—that of
your own country. firft, then of .the ather
European nations: Read them not with a-,"
view to amufe, but to improve your mind ;
and to that end make reflections on what
you have read, which. may be ufeful to
yourfelf, and will render your converfation.
agreeable to others.——Learn fo much of
Geography, as ta form a juft idea of the
fituation of places, mentioned in any au-
thor, and this will make hiftory more en-
tertaining to you. |

" Ir is neceffary for yéu to be perfe in .
the four firft rules of Arithmetic; more,

you can never have occafion for,—and

~ the mind fhould not be burdened with
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needle(s application. AMufic and Draw-
ing are accomplithments well worth the .
trouble of. attaining, if your inclination
and genius lead to either,—if not, do not
attempt them; for it will be only much
time and great Jabour unprofitably thrown .
' away, it being next to impoffible to amve
at any degrée of perfe&non in thofe arts,
by the dint of perfeverance only, if a good
ear and a native genius be wanting. The
ftudy of Natural Philofophy, you will find
both pleafing and inftructive;—pleafing,
from the continual new difcoveries to be
made of the innumerably various beau-
ties of nature—a moft agreeable gratifica-
tion of that defire of knowledge wifely
implanted in the human mind—and
highly inftrutive, as thofe difcoveries lead




Apvice To HER DAUGHTERs. 45

to the contemplation of the grmt Author
of Nature, whole wi{dom and goodnefs
fo confpicuoufly fhine through all his
works, that it is impoffible to reflet feri-

" oufly on them, without admiration and

gratitude.

THEsE, ‘my dear, are but a few of
thofe mental improvements I would re- .
commend to you; indeed thereis no
branch of knowledge that your capacity is
equal to, and which you have an oppor-
tunity. of acquiring, that, I think, ought
to be neglected. It has been objected a-
gaintt all female learning, beyond that of
houfehold-economy, that it tends only te
fill th8 minds of the fex witha conceited
vanity, which fets them above their proper

1
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bufinefs—occafionsan indifference to, if

* nota total negle& of, their family-affairs,
" —and fesves orily to render them ufelefs

wives and impértinent companions.—It
muft be confefled, that fome reading ladies
dave given but too much caufe for this
objection ; and, could it be proved to hold
good throughout -the fex, it would cer-

. tainly be right to confine their improve-

ments within the narrow limits of the
nurfery, of .the kitchen, and the confec-:-
tionary ;-;-hut, I believe it will,upon exa-
mination, -be found, that fuch ill confe-
quences proceed chiefly from too greatan
imbecillity.of mind to be capable of muck -
enlargement, or from a mere affectation
of knowledge, void of all reality.—Vanity

is never the refult of underftanding; a
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fenfible womar will foon be convinced,
that all the learning her: utmoft: applica- -
tion can make ther ‘miftrefs of, Will be,
from the difference of education, in'many

points.inferior to that of a-fchoel-boy*

"This refletion"will keep her always hum- -
ble, and will be an effetual check to'that
loquacity, which renders fome women
fuch infupportable companions, -

TsEe management of all domeftic affairs

 is certainly the proper bufinefs 6f woman ;

and unfathionably ruftic as fuch an affer--
tion may be thought, it is not beneath
the dignity of any lady, however high her
rank, to know how to educate her chil-
dren, and to govern her fervants, how to
orfler an elegant table with economy,
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- and to manage her whole family with
prudence, regularity, and method :—If in
thefe fheis defe&tive, whatever may be
her attainments in-any other kinds of
knowledge, fhe will a& out of charaler;
and, by not moving in her proper fphere,
fhe will become rather the obje& of ridi-
cule than of approbation. But, I believe, '
it may with truth be affirmed, that the
negle€t of thefe domeftic concerns has.
much more frequently ‘prqce_cded' from
an exorbitant love of diverfians, from a
-ridiculous fondnefs for drefs and gallantry,
or from a miftaken pride that has placed
fuch duties in a fervile light; from

-whence they have been confidered as fit
only for the employment of dependents,

- and 'belo_w the attention of a fine lady,
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than from too great an attachment to
mental improvements : Yet, from what-
foever caufe fuch a neglet proceeds, it is
equally unjuftifiable. If any thing can
be urged in vindication of a cuftom, un-
known to our anceftors, which the pre-
valence of Fathion has made fo general
among(t the modern ladies,—I mean, that
of committing to the care and difcre-
tionary power of different fervants the
fole management of their family-affairs—
nothing certainly can be alieged in de-
fence of fuch an ignorance, in things of
this nature, as renders- a lady incapable
of giving proper divetions on all occa-
fions ; an ignorance, which, in ever fo ex-~
alted a ftation, will render her contempt- -
ible, even to thofe fervants on wiiofe un-
D .
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_ derftanding and fidelity fhe in fa& be-
comes dependent for the regulérity of her
houfe, for the propriety, elegance, «nd
frugality of her table; which laft article
is feldom: regarded by fuch fort of people,
who too frequently impofe on thofe by
whom they are too implicitly trufted.
Make yourfelf, therefore, fo thoroughly
acquainted with the moft proper method
of condudting a family, and with the ne-
. _ceffary expence which every article, in
proportion to their number, will occafion,
that you may come to a reafonable cer-
tainty of not being materially deceived,
without the ridiculons drudgery of fol-
lowing your fervants continually, and
. meanly peeping into évery obfcure cor-
ner of your houfe: Nor is this at all dif-
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ficult to attain, as it requires nothing more
than an attentive obfervation.

I'tis of late, in moft great families, be-
come too much the cuftom tc be long
upon the books of every tradefman they
employ : To affign a reafon for this is
foreign to my purpofe; but I am certain
it would, in general, be better, both for
themfelves and for the people they deal
with, never to be on them at all; And
what difficulty or inconvenience can arife
in a well regulated family from commif-
fioning the fteward or houfekeeper to pay
for every thing at the time when it is
brought in? — This obfolete practice,
though in itfelf very laudable, is not at
prefent, and perhaps never may be again,

D2
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authorifed by Fathion : However, let it
be a rule with you to contrac as few debts
as poffible; moft things are-to be pur-
chafed, both better in their kind, and at
a lower price, by paying for them at the
time of purchafing. But if, to avoid the
fuppofed trouble of frequent trifling dif-
burfements, you choofe to-have the leffer
articles thrown together in a Lbill, let a
note of the quantity and price be brought
with every fuch parcel ;—file thefe notes,
compare them with the bill when deliver-
ed in, and let fuch bills be regularly paid
every quarter: For it is not reafonable
. to expect that a tradefman fhould give

longer credit, without making up the in-

tereft of his Money by an advanced price
on what he fells, And, be affured,
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‘'you find it inconvenient to pay at the end

of three months, that inconvenience muft
arife from hvmg at too great an expence,
and will confequent]y encreafe in fix
months, and grow ftill greater at the end
of the year. By making thort payments
you will become the fooner fenfible of
fuch a miftake, and you will find it at firft

- more eafy to retrench any fupernumera-

ries than after having been long habi-

_tuated to them.

IF -your houfe is fuperintended by an
houfekeeper, and your fervants are ac-
countable to her, let your houfekeeper be
accountable to yourfelf, and let her be en-
tirely governed by your directions. Care-
fully examine her bills, and fuffer no ex-

D 3
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travagances or unneceflary articles to pafs
unnoticed :— Let thefe bills be brought
to you every morning, what they contain
will then be eafily recolleted without
burtilening your memory;—your ac-
counts being fhort will be adjufted with
lefs trouble, and with more exaélnefs.
Should you at any time have an upper
fervant, whofe family and education were
fuperior to that ftate .of fubjeition, to
which fucceeding misfortunes may have

reduced her, the ought to be treated with
peculiar indulgence. If the has under-
ftanding enough to be converfable, and
humility enough always to keep her pro-
per diftance, leflen, as much as poffible,
every painful remembrance of former
profpets, by looking on her as an hum-
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ble friend, and by making her an occa-
fional companion :—But never defcend
to converfe with thofe whofe birth, edu-
-cation, and early views in life, were not
fuperior to a ftate of fervitude; their
minds being in general fuited to their
ftation, they are apt to be intoxicated by
any degree of fémiliarity, and to become
ufelefs and impertinent.  The habit,
which very many ladies have contraéted,
of talking to and confulting with their
women, has fo fpailed that fet of fervants,
that few of them are to be met with,
who do not commence their fervice, by
giving ‘their unatked opinion of your

perfon, drefs, or management, artfully
conveyed in the too generally accepted ve-
hicle of flattery ; and, if allowed in this,

D4 ’
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they will. next proceed to affer their ad-
vice pn any occafion that may happen :to
difcompofe-or ruffle your temper : Check
therefore the firft appearance of fuch im-
pertinence, by a reprimand f{ufficiently fe-
vere to prevent a repetition of it. ’

G1vE your orders in a plin diftin&
ma-nner,v.with good-nature, joined to a
fteadinefs that will fhew they muft be
pun&ually obeyed : Treat' all your do--
meftics with fuch mildnefs and affability,
that you may be ferved rather out of af-
feQion than from fear:—Let them live
happily under you ; give them leifure for
their own bufinefs ; time for innocent re-
creation, and more efpeciaily for attending
the public fervice of the church, to be in-




Apvicero RER DAUGHTERS.  §7

fira&ed ‘it their duty to God,—without
which, . you have no right to expeét. the
difcharge of that owing to yourfelf.—
When wrong, tell them calmly of their
faults ; if they.amend npt, after two or
three fuch rebukes, difmifs them—but
never defcend to paffion and fcolding,
- which are inconfiftent with a good under-
ftanding, and beneath the dignity of a
gentlewoman.  Be very exad in your
hours, without which .there can be no
order in your family, I mean thofe of ri-
fing, eating, &c. Require from your fer-
vants punttuality in thefe, and never be
yourfelf the caufe of breaking through the
rules you have laid down, by deferring
breakfaft, putting back the dinner, or by
letting it grow cold on the table, to wait -
- your drefling; a cuftom by which many
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- ladies introduce confufion, and bring their
orders into negle®. Be always drefled,
at leaft, half'an hour before dinner.——
Having metioned this important arficle,
I muft be allowed a little digreffion on
the fubjeét.

WHATEVER time is taken up' in drefs,
beyond what is neceffary to decency and
cleanlinefs, may be looked upon (to fay
no worfe) as a vacuum in life.—By de-
cency, I mean fuch an habit as is fuit-
able to your rank and fortune;—an ill-
placed finery, inconfiftens with either, is
not ornam.ental, but ridiculous :—A com-
pliance with Fathion, fo far as to avoid
the affe@ation of fingularity, is neceffary ;
but to run into the extreme of fathions,
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more éfpecially thofe which are inconve-
nient, is the certain proof of a weak
mind.—Have a better opinion of your-
felf*than to fuppofe you can receive any
additional merit from the adventitious
ornaments of drefs: Leave the ﬁu;iy of
the toilet to thofe who are adapted to it ;
—I mean that infignificant fet of females,
whofe whole life, from the cradle to the
coffin, is but a varied fcene of trifling,
and whofe intelleGtuals fit them not for
any thing beyond it. Such as thefe may
be allowed to pafs whole mornings at
their looking-glafs, in the important bu-
finefs of fuiting a fet of ribands, adjufting
a few curls, or determining the pofition
of a patch—one, perhaps, of their moft
innocent ways of idling. But let as fmall
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a pomon of your time as poﬂible be ta-
ken up in dre[ﬁng ‘Be always perfe‘ﬂy
clean-and neat, both in your perfon and
clothes—equally fo when alone, as in
company ;—look upon all beyord this
as immaterial in itfelf, any farther than
as the different ranks of mankind have
made fome dittinétion in habit, generally
efteemed neceffary ;—and remember, that
it is never the drefs, however fumptuous,
which refle&s dignity and honcur on the
perfon—it is the rank and merit of the
‘perfon that gives confequence to the drefs.
But to return :

It is your own fteadinefs and example
of. regularity that alone can preferve un-

interrupte}d order in your family :—If,
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by forgetfulnefs or mattentnon, you at
any time fuffer your commands to-be
difobeyed with impunity, your fervants
will grow upon fuch negle& into an habit
of carelefsnels, until repeated faults (of
which ‘this is properly the fource) roufe
you into anger, which an even conduct
would néver have made necellary. Be
not whimfical or capricicus in your
likings ; “approve with judgment, and
condemn with reafon, that ading right .
' may be'as 'c'ertainly the means of obtain-
ing your favour, as the contrary of incur-
ring your dlfpleafure

From what has been faid you will fee,
v that, in order to the proper dlfcharge of
your domeﬁlc duties, it is abfolutely ne-

-ceflary for you to have a perfed know-
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ledge of every branch of houfehold eco-
nomy, without which, you can neither
corrett what is wrong, approve what i is
right, nor give direttions with propnety

It is the want of this knowledge that re-

duces many a fine lady’s family to a ftate
of the utmoft confufion and diforder, on

the fudden removal of a managing fer- .

vant, until the place is fupplied by a fuc-
ceffor of equal ability. How much out of
chara&er! how ridiculous muft a miftrefs
~of a family appear, who is entirely inca-
pable of giving pratical orders on fuch an
occafion! Let that never be your cafe.—

Remember, my dear, this is the only pro-

per temporal bufinefs afligned you by

Providenice ; and in a thing fo indifpen-
fably nezdful, fo eafily attained, where fo

little ftudy or appiication is neceffary ter

A

-
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arrive at the moft commendable degree
of it, the want even of perfection is al-
moft inexcufable. Make yourfelf miftrefs -
of the theory, that you may be able, the
more readily, to reduce it into practice.
When you.have a family to command,
let the care of it always: employ Xour‘
~ principal a'ttention, and let every part of
it be fubje&ted to your own infpection.
If you rife early (2 cuftom, I hope, you
have not left off fince you was with me),
wafte no unneceffary time in dreffing; and
if you condu& your houfe in a regular
method, you will find many vacant hours
unfilled by this material bufinefs, and no
obje&tion can be made to your employ-
ing thefe in fuch improvements of the .
mind as are moft fuitable to your genius-
and inclination, I believe no man of un-



64 ANUNFORTUNATE MOTHER’S

derftanding will tinin'k, that, under fuch -

regulations, a woman will either make a
lefs agreeable companion, a lefs ufeful
g wife, a lefs careful mother, or a worfe
miftrefs of a family, for all the additional
knowledge her induftry and application

can acquire.

THE morning being always thus ad-
vantageoufly engaged, the latter part of
the day, as I before faid, may be given to
relaxation and amufement. Someof thefe
hours may be very agreeably and ufefully
employed by entertaining books; a few
of which, in the Englith language, I 'will
mention to you,i as a fpecimen of the kind
I would recommend to your perufal, and

I fhall include fome others religious and

infru&tive,—— 2
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Mafon on Self-Knowledge
Economy of Human Life
Seneca’s- Morals
Epitetus

Cicery’s Offices

Collier’s Antoninus
Wheatley on the Common

Prayer
Seed’s
Sherlock’s
Sterne’s
Fordyce’s
Blair’s
Rollin’s Belles Letters
Nature Difplay’d
The Spetator
The Guardian_

The Female SpeQator
The Rambler '

‘The Adventurer’

The World

The Speaker

Cicero’s Familiar Letters
Pliny’s Letters
Fitzofborne’s Letters
Epiftles for the Ladies
Freeman’s Letters
Lady RuflIl’s Letters
Ganganelii’s Letters

Sermons

Mrs, Chapone’s Letters -
Telemachus

" The Prince of Abiflinia

The Vicar of Wakeficld
Guthrie’s  Geographical
Grammar
Potter’s Antiquities of .
Greece
Rollin’s Antient Hiftory

" Kennett’s- Antiquities of

Rome

" Hooke’s Roman Hiftory

Hume’s Hiftory of England
Robinfon’s Hiftory of Scot-
land -

- Miiton’s Poetical Works

Pope’s Ethic Epiftles

e Homer

‘Thomfon’s Works

Young’s Works

Mrs. Rowe’s Works

Mrs. Talbot’s Works

Langhorne’s Works :

Moore’s Fatles for the Fe- -
male Scx

Tales of the Genii

Vifions

Dodflzy’s Colle@ion of Poems.
and Suppliment -

E
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‘From thefe you may form a judgmert
of that fort of reading, which will be botbs
ufeful and entertaining to you. I have
named only thefe Pruc?ical Sermons, which

-1 thought-would more direltly influence
your condud in life.—Our rule of faith
-fhould be taken from the {cripture alone,
whizh we muft underftand for ourfelves
therefore, the controverted opinions of o-

. thers ferve in general rather to puzzle than

to improve the mind.

Novels and Ramﬁcc:, never give your-
felf the trouble of reading :—fome of them
perhaps dp contain a few good morals,
but they are not worth the finding, where
fo much rubbifh is intermixed.—Theis
moral parts, indeed, are like fmall dia-
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monds amongft mountains of dirt and
trath, which, when found, are too incon-
s fiderable to anfwer the pains of coming
at: Yet, ridiculous as thefe ictitious tales
generally are, they are fo artfully mana-
ged as to excite an idle curiofity to fee the
conclufion; by which means the reader
is drawn on, through a tirefome length of
foolith adventures, (from which either
knowledge, pleafure, or profit, feldom can
" accrue) to the common cataftrcphe of a
wedding. - The beft 1 have met with of
thefe writings, ta fay no worfe, it is little
better than the lofs of time to perufe:—
but fome of them have more pernicious
confequences ;—by drawing charaQers that
never exift in life, by reprefenting perfons
and things in a falfe and extravagant light,
E2
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- and, by a feries of imprbbablc caufes,
bringing on impoffible events, they are apt
to give a romantic turn to the mind,
which is often productive of great errors
in judgment, and of fatal miftakes in con-
du@:—Of this I have feen frequent in-
ftances, and therefore advife you never to
meddle with any of them.

IN juftice, however, to a late ingenious’
author, this letter muft not be reprinted,
without my acknowledging, that, fince
the laft edition was publifhed 1 have acci-
déntally met with one exception to my ge-
neral rule, namely the Vicar of Wakeficld.
That novel is equally entertaining and
inftructive, without being liable to any of
the objections that occafioned the above
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reftfiction. This poffibly may not be the

only unexceptionable piecé of the kind,"
but, as [ have not met with any other,:
‘amongft a number that I have perufed, a

fingle inftance does not alter my opinion

of that fort of writing;—and, I ftill think,

the chance is perhaps a thoufand to one.
againft the probability of obtaining the

fmalleft degree of advantage from tie

reading any of them, as well as that, very

few are to be found, from which much in-

jury may not be received.

WORKS OF THE NEEDLE that employ
the fancy may, if they fuit your inclina-
tion, be fometimes a preity amufement;
but, let this employment never extend to
large picces, beyond what can be accom-

. E3 -
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plithed by yourfelf without afliftance.—
There is not a greater extravagance, under
the fpecious name of good houfewifery,
than the furnithing of houfes in this man-
ner ;—whole apartments have been feen
thus ornamented by the fuppofed work of
a lady, who, perhaps, never fhaded two
Jeaves ‘in the artificial foreft, but has
paid four times its value to the feveral
people employed in bringing it to perfec-
tion. Theexpence of thefe tedious pieces
of work, I fpeak of experimentally,—ha-
ving, many years paft, undertaken one of
- them, which, when finithed, was not
worth fifteen pounds; and, by a compu-
tation fince- made, it did not coft lefs than
fifty, in the hire and maintenance of the
people employed in it.—This, indeed,
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was at the age of feventeen,—when the
ihoughtlefs inexperience of youth could .
alone excufe fuch a piece of folly.——
Embroideries in gold, filver, or fhades of
filt, come within-a narrower compafs :—
Works of that kind, which may, without
calling in expenfive affiltance, or tiring the
fancy, be finithed in a fummer, will be a
well-chofen change. of amufement, and
may, as there are three of you, be made
much more agreeable,. by one alternately
reading aloud, while the other two are
* thus employed.—All kinds of what is
called plain-work, though no very politg..
accomplithment, you muft be fo well ver-
fed in, as to be able to cut out, make, or
mend, your own linen:—Some fathers,
and fome hufbands, choofé to have their.
. ' Eg )
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daughters and their wives thus attired-in
the labour of their own hands; and, from
a miftaken notion, believe this to be the
great criterion of frugal economy. Where
that happens to be the inclination, or opi-
nion of either, it ought always to be readi-
ly complied with: But, exclufive of fuch
a motive, I fee no other that makes the
practical part neceffary to any lady, except-
ing, indeed, where there is fuch a nar-
rownefs of fortune.as admits not conve-
niently the keeping a fervant, to whom
fuch exerciles of the needle much more
+ properly appertain,

Tue THEATRE, which, by the inde~
fatigable labour of the inimitable Mr.
Garrick, has been brought to very great

’
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perfé&ion, will afford you an equally ra-
tional and improving entertainment:—
Your judgment will not now be called in
queftion, your underftanding affronted,
nor will your modefty be offended by the
indecent ribaldry of thofe .authors, wha,
’to their defe&t in - wit, have added the
want of good fenfe and of good manners.
Faults of this kind, that, from a blame-
able compliance with a corrupted tafte,
“have fometimes crept into the works of
good writers, are, by his-prudent direc-
tion, generally rectified or omitted on the
ftage.— Y ou may now fee many of the beft
plays performed in the beft manner: —do
not, however, go to any that you have .
. not before heard the chara&ter of,—be
prefent only at thofe, which are approved
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by perfors of wnderftanding and virtue,.
as calculated to anfwer the proper ends
of the theatre, namely that of conveying
inftrution in the moft pleafing method: .
Attend to the fentiment, apply the moral,
and then you cannot, I think, pafs an
evening in 2 more ufeful, or in.a more
entertaining diverfign. v

DancING may alfo-take its tumn as.-i.
healthful exercife, and as it is generally
fuitable to the tafte and gaiety of young
minds.

ParT of the hours appropriated to re-
laxation muft of neceflity be lefs agree-
ably taken up in the paying and receiving
vifits of mere ceremony and civlity ;—a
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tribute, by cuftom authorifed,—by good
manners enjoined.—In 24z, when the
converfation is only infignificant, join in
it .with an apparent fatisfaGtion ;—talk
of the elegance of a birthday-fuit, the
pattern of a lace, the judicious affortment
of jewels, the cut of a ruffle, or the fet
of a fleeve, with an unaffe@ed eafe,—not
according to the rank they hold in your
seftimation, but proportioned to the con- )
fequence they may be of in the opinion of
thofe you are converfing with, The great
art of pleafing is to appear pleafed with
others ;-—fuﬁ‘gr notthenan ill-bred abfence
 of thought, or a contemptuous fneer, ever
to betray a confcious fuperiorify of under-
ftanding—always produétive of ill-nature
and diflike :—3Suit yourfelf to the capacity
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and to the tafte of your company, whenthat
tafte is confined to harmlefs trifles; but,
where it is fo far depraved as to delight in
cruel farcafms on the abfent, to be pleafed
with difcovering the blemifhes in a good
chara&ter, orin repeating the greater faults
of a bad one, Religion and Humanity, in
that cafe, forbid the leaft degree of affent.
If you have not any knowledge of the
perfons thus unhappily facrificed to Envy
"orto Malice, and confequently are igno-
rant as to the truth or falfehood of fuch
afperfions, always fufpect them to be ill-
grounded, or, at leaft, greatly exaggera-
ted ;—fhew your difapprobaticn by a filent
gravity, and by taking the firft opportu-
nity to change the fubjett:—But, where

-any acquaintance with the charalter in
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queftion gives room for defending it, let
not an ill-timed complaifance prevail over
juftice ;—vindicate injured innocence with

A all the freedom and warmth of an unre-
firained benevolence ;—and, where t!\e
faults of the guilty will admit of pallia-
tion, urge all that truth can allow, in
mitigation of error. From this method,
befides the pleafure arifing from the con-
fcioufnefs of a ftri¢t conformity to the
great rule of deing as you would be done by,
you will alfo reap to yourfelf the benefit
of being lefs frequently peftered with
themes ever painful to a humane difpo-
firion. If, unfortunately, ydu have fome

' acquaintance, whofe malevolence of heart,
no fentimnnt of virtue, no check of good
manners, can reftrain from thefe malici-
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ous fallies of ill-nature;—to them let
your vifits be made as feldom, and as
fhort, as decency will permit, there being
neither benefit nor fatisfalion to be found
in fuch company, amongft whom only
cards may be introduced with any advan-
tage. On this account, it will be proper
* for you to know how to play at the games
moft in ufe, becaufe it is an argument of
great folly to engage in any thing without

doing it well ;—but this is a diverfion,

which I hope you will have no fondnefs
for, as 1t is in itfelf, to fay no worfe, a

very infignificant amulement.

WitH perfons, for whora youcan have
no efteem, good-breeding may oblige you

to keep up an intercourfe of ceremonious

1
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“vifits, but politenels enjoins not the
length or frequency of them. Here in-
“clination may be followed without a
~breach of civility :—there is no tax upon
- intimacy, but from choice—that choice
fhould ever be founded on merit, the
- certainty whereof you cannot be too care-
-ful in._previoufly examining—and great
caution is neceflary not to be deceived
‘by fpecious appearances ;——a plaufible be-
‘haviour often, upon a fuperficial know-
-ledge; creates a prepofieffion in favour of
_perfons, who, apon a nearer view, may
“‘e found to have no claim to efteem. The
forming a precipitate judgment, fometimes
leads into an unwary intimacy, which
it may prove abfolutely neceflary to break
off, and yet that breach may be attended
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with innumerable inconveniences ;~—nay,
perhaps, with very material and lafting ill
confeqhencesv: Prudence, thercfore, here |
enjoins the greateft circumfpeltion.. Few,
people are capable of friendfhip, and fill
fewer have all the qualifications one would
choofe in a friend ;—the. fundamental
point is a virtuous difpofitian—but,, to
that fhould be added, a good underftand-
ing, folid judgmént, {weetnefs of tempery
fteadinefs of mind, freedom of behaviour,
and fincerity of heart: Seldom as thefe
are found to be united, never make a bo-
fom friend of any one greatly deficient in
either. Be flow in contracting friend-
fhip, and invariably conftant in main-
taining it : Expect not many friends, but
think yourfelf happy, if, through life, you
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meet with one or two who deferve that
name, and have all the requifites for the
valuable relation: This may jufly be
deemed the higheft blefling of mortality 5
—uninterrupted health has the general
vaice—but; in my opinion, fuch an in-
tercourfe of friendthip as much deferves
the preference, as the mental pleafures,
both in nature and degree, exceed the
corporeal : The weaknefles, the pains of
the body, may be inexpreflibly alleviated
by the converfation of a perfon, by affec-
tion endeared, by reafon appro'ved ;> whofe
tender fympathy partakes your afflitions,
and fhares your enjoyments; who is
fleady in the correétion, but mild in the
reproof of your faults; like a guardian
angel, ever watchful to warn you of un-

F
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forefeén danger, and, by timely admoni-
tions, to prevent the miftakes incident to
human frailty, and to felf-partiality : This-
is the true office of friendfhip: With.
fuch a friend, no ftate of life can be abfo-
lutely unhappy; but, deflitute of fome

fuch conneion, Heaven has fo formed: .

our natures for this intimate fociety, that,
amidft the ‘affluence of fortune, and in
the flow of uninterrupted health, there
will be an aching void in the folitary
breaft, which can never otherwife know
a plenitude of happihefs. Should the Su-
preme Difpofer of all events beftow on you
this fuperlative gift, to fuch a friend let
_ your heart be ever unrefervedly opens; -
conceal no fecret thought; difguife no la-
tent weaknefs; but bare your bofom to
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the faithful probe of honeft friendfhip,
and fhrink not, if it fmarts, beneath the
touch ; nor, with tenacious pride, diflike
the perfon that freely dares to condemn
fome favourite foible ;* but, ever open to
conviction, hear ‘with attention, and re-
ceive with gratitude, the kind reproof that
flows from tendernefs: When fenfible of
a fault, be ingenuous in the confeflion—
be fincere and fteady in the correction
of it..

Happy is her lot, who, in a huthand,
finds this invaluable friend! Yet fo great
is the hazard, fo difproportioned the
chances, that I could almoft with the
dangerous die was never to be thrown for
any of you!—But as probably it may,

F2
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let me conjure ye all, my dear girls, if
ever any of you take this moft important
“ftep in life, to proceed with the utmoft
care, and with deliberate circumfpedion.
Fortune and Familyit-is the fole:province
of your father to diret 1 in; ;he certainly has
always an. undoubted. r'ght to a negative
voice, though not-to z2-compelfive one:
As a child is very juftifiable in the refufal
of her hand, even to the abfolute.com-
mand cf afather,xwhere her heart cannot
go with it; fo is fhe extremely culpable .
- in giving it contrary to his approbatioq.
Here I muft take fhame to m,yfelf: ! And,
for this unpardonable fault, I do juftly
acknowledge, that thefubfequent ill con-
fequences of a moft unhappy marriage
were the proper punithment: This, and
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every other.error in my own condu&, 1
do, and fhall, with the utmoft candour,
iay open to you, fincerely praying that -
you may reap the benefit of my experi~
ence, and that you may avoid thofe rocks

- onwhich, either by careleflnefs, or fome-
times, alas, by too much caution, I have
“been wrecked! But to return :

THz chief point to be regarded, in the
choice of a companion for life, is a really
-+ virtuous principle—an unaffeGted good-
nefs of heart: Without this, you will be
coniinually fhocked by indecency, and
pained by impiety. So numercus have
been the unhappy vi&ims to the ridicu-
" lous opinion—a reformed libertine makes
the beft bufband—that, did not experience

F3
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daily evince the contrary, one would bé-
"lieve it impoffible for a girl, who has a
tolerable degree of common underftand-
ing, to be made the dupe of fo erroneous
. a pofition, which has not-the leaft fhadow
of reafon for its foundation, and which a
fmall fhare of obfervation will prove to be
falfe in fatt. A man who has been long
converfant with the worft fort of women,
is very apt to contra&t.a bad opinion of,
and a contempt for the fex in general :
Incapable of e&éeming any, - he is fufpi-
cious of all; jealous without caufe, angry
without provocation, and his own di-
- fturbed imagination is a continual fource
of ill humour : To-this is frequently join-
ed a bad habit of body, the natural con-
fequence of .an irregular life, which gives
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an additioxial fournefs to the _temper.
What rational profpe&t of happinefs can
there be with fuch a companion? And,
that this is the general charater of thofe
-who are called refarmed rakes, obferva-
+tion will certify. But, admit there may
. be fome exceptions, it is a hazard upon
- which no confiderate woman would ven-
ture the peace of her whole future life.
The vanity of thofe girls, who believe
themfelves capable of working miracles of
_ thiskind, and who give up their perfons to
- men of libertine principles, upon the wild
expe@ation of reclaiming them, juftly de-"
ferve the difappointment which it will
generally meet with; for, believe me, a
wife is, of all perfons, the leaft likely to
: fucceed fn fuch an attempt.—-—,-—Be‘ it your
Fg
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care to find that virtue ini -a.laver swhich:
you muit never hope to form in a huf-
band. Good-fenfe and good-nature are
almoft equally requifite 3 if the former is
wanting, it will be next to an impoffibility

for you to efteem the perfon of whofe be,

haviouryou may have caufe to be athamed;
—and mutual efteem is as neceffary to
happinefs in the married flate, as mutual

affeCtion: Without the latter every day

will bring with it fome frefh caufe of vex-
ation, until repeated quarrels produce 2
- coldnefs, which will fettle into an irrecon.
~ cileable averfion, and you will become,
not only each other’s torment, but the
obje&t of contempt te your family, and
to your acquaintance, '
b 3

/

— e
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- THr q:ialit)? of good-nature is, of all
others, the moft difficult te be afcertained,
en account of the general miftake of
blending it with good-humour, as if they
were in themfelves the fame; whereas,,

. in fa&, no two principles of alion are

more eflentially different—but this may
xequire fome explanation.——By good-
nature I mean that true benevolence which
partakes the felicity of all mankind, which
promotes the fatisfaction of every indivi-
dual wichin the reach of its ability, which
relieves the diftrefled, comforts the aflit-
ed, diffufes bleffings, and communicates.
happinefs, far as its fphere of a&ion can
extend ; and which, in the private fcenes
of life, will thine confpicuous in the duti-
ful fon, in the affeCtionate hufband, the
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indulgent father, the faithful friend, -and
in the compaffionate mafter-both to man
and beaft: whilft good-humour is nothing
more than a cheerful, pleafing deportment,
arifing either from a -natural gaiety of
mind, or from an affeCtation of popula-
rity, joined to an affability of behaviour,
the refult of good-breeding, and- from a
ready compliance with the tafte of every
eompany. This kind of mere good-hu-
“mourr is, by far, the moft ftriking quali-
ty; itis frequently miftaken for, and-com-
plimented with the fuperior name of real
good-nature 3 a man, by this fpecious ap-
pearance, has. often acquired that appel-
Jation, who, in all the a&ions of his pri-
vate life, has been a morofe, cruel, re-
vengeful, fullen, haughty. tyrant,——Let
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them.‘put on the cap whofe temples fit
thie galling wreath I——On the contrary,
2 man of a truly benevolent difpofition, ‘
atid formed to promote the happinefs of
all around him, may fometimes, perhaps,
from aa ill habit of body, an accidental
Vexation, or from a commendable open-
nefs-of heart, above the meannefs of. dif-
guife, be guilty of little fallies of peevith-
nefs, or of ill-humour, which, carrying
the appearance of ill-nature, may be-un-
juftly thought toproceed from it, by per-
fons who are uﬁacquainted with his true
charaler, and who take ill-humour and
ill-nature to by fynonimous terms, tho!
in.zeality they bear not the leaft analogy
to each other. In order to the forming

aright judgm‘enf, it is abfolutely neceffary
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to obferve this diftinction, which will ef--

feCtually fecure you from the dangerous-

error of taking the fhadow for the fub~
ftance—an irretrievable miftake, pregnant:
with innumerable confequent evils!

From what has been faid, it plainly ap~
pears, that the criterion of this amiable
virtue is not to be taken from the general

| opinion ; mere good-humour being, to all
intents and purpoles, fufficient, in this
particular to eftablith the public voice in
favour of a man utterly devoid of every
humane and benevolent affection of heart..
It is only from the lefs confpicuous fcenes.
of life, the more retired fphere of aion,
from the artlels tenor of domeftic con-
dudl, that the real charatter can, with any
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“certainty, be drawn: Thefe, undifguifed,
* proclaim the man; but, as thcy fhun the
~ gldre ofhght, nor court the noife of pos
-pular applaufe, they pafs unsoted, and
are feldom lcnown till after an intimate
" aequaintance. The beft method, there-
fore, to aveid the deception in this cafe,
18 to lay no ftrefs on outward appearances,
- which are too often falacious, but totake
the rule of judging from the fimple -un-
. polifhed fentiments of thofe, whofe depen-
- dent conne&ions give them an undeniable
--certainty ; who notonlyfee, but who hourly
feel,the good or bad effet of that difpofition, .
“to which they are fubjeted. By this, I
mean, that if a man is equally refpected,
“efteemed, and beloved by his tenants, by
‘his dependents and domeltics——from the
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fubftantial farmer to the laborious peafunt;
from the proud fteward to the fubmiffive
wretch, who, thankful for employment, °
humbly obeys the meanial tribe ; —you:
may juftly conclude, he has that true good..
nature, that real benevolence, which de-.
lights in communicating felicity, and en-" -
joys the fatisfaltion it diffufes:—But if,
by thefe, he is defpifed and hated, ferved -
merely from a principle of fear, devoid of
affeftion, which is ever eafily difcoverable,
whatever may be his public charaéter,
however favourable the general opinion,
be affured, that his difpofition is fuch as
can never be produétive of domeftic hap-
pinefs.—I have been the more particular -
on this head, as it is one of the moft effen-
tial qualifications to be regarded, and
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of. all others the moft liable to be mif-
taken..

.NEVER be prevailed with, my dear, to.
give ybur hand .to a perfon defetive in
thefe material points: Secure of virtue, of
good nature, and underftanding, ina huf-
band, you may be fecure of happinefs ;—
without the two former it is unattainable ;
without the latter, in a tolerable degree, ._

it muft be very imperfect.,

- REMEMBER, however, that infallability\ :
isinot the property: of man, or you may
entail difappointment on yourfelf, by ex-
pectingwhat is never to be found :—The,
beft men are fometimes inconfiftent with
themfelves 3 they are liable to be hurried,
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by fudden ftarts of paffion, ‘into expref- )
fions and altions, which their cooler rea-"’
fon will condemn ;—they may have fome -
oddities of behaviour, fome peculiarities”
of temper ;=—they may be fubject to acci- '
dental illshumour, or to whimfical com- ;
plaints. Blemifhes of this kind often fhade’
the brighteft charaer, but they are never
deftructive of mutual felicity, unlefs when'
theyare madefobyanimproper refentment,
or by an ill-judged oppofition.” Reafon™
«can never be hieared by Paffion ;—the offer -
of it tends only fo inflame the more.—
When cooled, and in his ufual temper,
the man of underftanding, if he has been

wrong, will fuggeft to himfelf all that .- -

could be urged againft him;<-the man of
good-nature will, unupbraided, own his
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- error;—immediate contradition is, there-
fore, . wholly unferviceable, and highly .
imprudent, an after repetition equally un-.
neceflary and injudicious. Any: peculia-
sities in. the. temper or. behaviour ought.
to be properly reprefented in the tendereft.
and in the. moft friendly manaer; and, if,
the reprefentation of .them is. made dif-.
creetly, it will generally be well taken; but
if they are fo habitual as not eafily to be.
altered,. firike not too often upon the un..
haxmoniousﬂring,-:ather.le&thampafsas
unobferved: Such a cheerful coaipliancc
‘will better cemeat your union; and they:
may be made eafy to yourfelf, by reflect-
ing on the fuperior good qualities, by.
which thefe trifling faults are fo greatly.
overbalanced. .

: G
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"You muft remeniber, my dear, thefe*
rules are laid down, on the fuppofition of - .
your being united to a perfon who pof-

fefles the three effential qualifications for
v happinefs before mentioned : In this cafe,
no farther direction is neceffary, but that
you ftrictly perform the duty-of ‘a wife,
namely, to- love, to honour, and obey:
The two firft articles are a tribute fo in-
difpenfably due to merit that they muft be |
paid by inclination ;—~and they naturally
lzad to the performance of the laft, which
will not only be an eafy, but a pleafing
tak, fince nothing can ever be enjoined
by fucha perfon that-is in it(elf improper,
and few things will, that can, with any
reafon, be difagreeable to you.~—— Here

fhould this fubje&t end, were it not more
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than poflible for you, after all that has
been urged, to be led, by fome inferior
ractive, to the negleét of the primary cau-
tion; and that, either from an opinion too
hattily enteftained, from an unaccountable -
partiality, or from the powerful prevalence
of perfuafion, you rhay be unfortunately
induced to give your hand to a man,
whofe bad heart and morofe temper, con.
cealed by a well-pratifed diffimulation,
may render every flattering hope of hap-
pinefs abortive.—May Heaven, in mercy,
guard you from this fatal error! Such a
companion is the worft of all temporal
ills, a deadly potion, that imbitters every
focial fcene of life, damps every riﬁng
joy, and banithes that cheerful temper,
‘which alone can give a true relith tq th-

G2
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bleffings of mortality.——Moft Afincerely
do ['pray that this may never be your lot:
And I hope your prudent cu'cumfpec-
tion will be fufficient to guard you from
the danger: But the bare poffibility of
the event makes it not unneceﬁ'ary to lay
down a few rules for the mamtammg
fome degree of eafe, under fuch a deprn-
vation of happinefs. ‘This is by far the
moft-difficult part of my prefent pngle:ta-
king;—it is hard to advife here, and ftill
harder to practife the advice: The fubject
alfo is too extenfive to be minutely treat-
ed within the compafs of « Jetter, Which
muft confine me to the moft material
pointsonly: In thefe, I (hall give you the .
beft direCtions in my power, very ardent-
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ly Withing that you may nevet have occa-
fon to'make ufe of them.

Yk .
©

N, e A : o
- THE'Being united to a man of irreligi-

Sy

ous prmc1ples, makes it impoffible to dif-
. cha_rge agreat part of the proper duty of
2 wife ;;to name but one inftance, obe-
drence wxll be rendered 1mpra&1cable, by
ﬁequent mjun&lona inconfiftent with, and
‘contrary to the higher obligations of mo-
; rahty *This is not a fuppofition, but is a
' certamty founded upon fads, which I have '
’ too dften feen and can atteft. Where' this
, happens_, the reafons for non-compliance
‘ ;uéht to be offered in a ‘plain, ftrong,
' good-mtu_réa manner,—there is at leaft’
the chance of " fuccefs from being heard: -
But fhould thofe reafons be rejedled, or
G3
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the hearing them be refufed, and filence
on the fubje& enjoined, which is moft pro-
bable, few peeple caring to hear, what
they-know to be right, when determined
not to appear convinced by it,—obey the.
injunction, .and urge not the argument
farther ;—keep, however, fteady.to your
principles, and fuffer neither perfuafion or ‘
threats to prevail on you to act contrary
to them. All commands repugnant to the
laws of Chrifiianity, it is your indifpen-
fable duty to difobey—all requefts that are
inconfiitent with prudence, or incompﬁtiple
with the rank and charaéter, which you
ought to maintain in life, it is your in'tere{,t
to refufe:—a compliance with the foriner
would be criminal, a confent to the latter

highly indilcreet;—and it might thereby
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" fabje@ youto general cenfure. Foraman,
capable of requiring from his wife what
‘he knows to be in itfelf wrong, is equally-
capable of throwing the whole blame of
fuch mifconduct on her, and of afterwards-
upbraiding her for a behaviour, to which
_he will, npon the fame principle, difown .
that he has been acceffary. Many fimilar
inftances have come within the compafs
" :of my own obfervation. In things of a
lefs material nature, that are neither cri-
minal in themfclves, nor pernicious in.
-their confequences, always acquiefce, if.
_infifted on, howeverdifagreeable they may ‘
be to your own temper and inclination:
‘Such a compliance will evidently prove
_that your'refufal, in the other cafes, pro-.
ceeds not from a fpirit of contradiction,.
F 4.
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but merely from a jufbregard-to: that. fir-
:perior duty, which can ftevér be'infrmged
- wyith:impurity :—~Paffion nuay refent, but
“Reafon muft approve this'condud; and,
~rtherefore, it is the meft likely-method, in
" -time, " to-make 2 favodrable tepreffion.
i:But, if you *fhould il ofsfuch fuccefs,
~ -you' will ‘at - leatt enjoy that fatisfadtory
uifelfeapprobation, which isthe infeparable
< atveridunt of a truly religious and rational
demnment. , T
et e
Suomn the painful tafk of dmﬁng with
»»a ‘morofe ‘tyrannical temper ‘be: afligned
: :you, there is little more to:be recomerid-
¢ :-ed than' a patient fubmiflion " to an -evil
-which admits not.of--a.remedy. ->Ill+na-
ture is"increafed, - obftinacy. confirmed by
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. soppofitions=sthe lefs fuch a -temper is
. scontradiGed; - the - more fupportable will
it be -to thofe -who are-under its baneful
~influence. When'all endeavours to pleafe A
+ are ineffeQual,* and when'a man feems
"+ determinied to find fault-with- every thing,
rag if his. ehief 'pleafure -tonfifted in tor-
<, menting thofc -abeut -him, it requires a
s more than-commen degree of patienceand
-, refolution to-forbear uttering reproaches,
-v§hi¢h fuch a behaviour may be juftly al-
“Jowed to'deferve: yet, it is -abfolutely
-+ neceffary o the-maintaining any tolerable
-’ degree of eale, not only to reftrain all ex-
r 'pre'ﬁio'ns. of refefitment, but "to ‘withhold
+ veven thofe difdainful looks, which are apt
- 740 accompany a contemptudus filence,—
. i beth equally tending to increafe the ma-



206 AN UNFORTUNATE MOTHER’S-

lady. This diabolical delight.in giving -
pain is moft unwearied in'the fearch of -
matter for its gratification, and can either
find, or unaccountabiy can form it, in als
moft all the occurrences of life; but,
~when fuffered unobftru&ted, and unre-
garded to run its malicious courfe, it will
-quickly vent its blunted arrows, and will .
die of difappointment ;—whilft all endea-
.vours to pleafe, all complaints of unkind«
nefs, will but fharpen againft yourfelf the
weapdir’s edge,—and, by proving your
Afenfibility of the wound, will give the
wifhed-for fatisfaltion to him who infli¢ts
it.  Prudence, in this cafe, direfts more
- than ordinary circumfpection,—that every.
part of your behaviour may be as blame-
lefs as poffible, even to the abftaining from.
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the leaft appearance of evil;~and after
you have, to the -utmoft of your power,
ftrove to merit approbation, expeét not to
meet with it.—By. thefe means yon will
efcape the mortification of being difap-
pointed, which, often repcated, is apt to
give a gloomy fournefs to the temper, in-
compatible with any'degree of content-
ment: You muft, fo fituated, learn to be
fatisfied with the confcioufnels of acting
right, according to' your belt abilities ;—
and, if poffible, you (hould look with an
unconcerned indifference on the reception
of every fuccefslefs attc}npl to pleafe. ..

THisy it muft be owned, is a hard

leffon of philofophy,—it requires no lefs
than an abfolute command over the' paf-

I
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ﬁons ’--bug Iet xt be remembered, that

{ecompenfc every dnfﬁculty, 1t wnll com—
penfate eVery pam, whach xt may h@e,
coft yow to obtam —beﬁdes, 1t 1s,,l behevp,
the only, way to. preferva any tranqml.hty
of mind, under fo d:fagrmbl& a connec-

'no%‘ N R SRR
Aa the :want of undetﬁandmg ;s by no
‘art %o be concealed,. by no addrefs tg. be
difguifed, it might be fuppofed impoffible
Afor a wodvan of fenfe to unite herfelf to.a
perfen whofe defed, in this inftance, muﬁ
.-render that.fort "of rational fociety, wluch
condtitutes the chief happinefs of fuch an
_unign, impofiible; yet, here,, hqw often
~ has the weaknefs of female judgment been
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A AT v s
nfplcuous‘ The advantages of great
fupemomy in rank or fortune have fre-
quentl)g' proved fo irrefiftible a bemptaﬁon,
as, in oplmon, to outweigh, not only the
?olly, ‘biit even the vices ‘of its poﬁ‘eﬁbﬁ'
A grand mnl’take, ever tacitly acknow-
1nged by'a fu%fcquent repentanct, when
the” expe&ed “pleafures of affluence, €-.

quipage, and all the glittering pomp of

ufelefs pageantry, have been experiment-
a'lly"folin'd' infufficient to make amiends
“for the want of that ‘conftant. fahsfaé'hon,
'which refillts from the focial joy-of coni-
’verﬁng with a reafonable ‘frichd!~<~Buk,
however weak this motive ‘muft:'be az-
‘knowledged, it is more excufdble’ thin
ariothef, which, 1 fear, Has fometimes
‘had an equal influence on the mind {—I

R TR . . .,
I . Lot I
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mean fo great a love of fway, 4s to induce.
‘her to give the preference to.a perfon of
weak' intelleCtuals, .in hopes thereby of-
holding, uncontrolled, the reigns of go-

vernment : The expeQation is, in fad, ill-
grounded—Obiftinacy and Pride being ge-

‘nerally the companions of Folly;~the
fillieft people are generally the moft tema-
cious of their opinions, and, 'cOnEquem- '
ly, the hardeft of all others.to be managed.

But, admit the contrary, the principle is

in itfelf bad,—it tends to'invert the order
of Nature, and.to countera¢t the defign of
Providence.

" A WOMAN can niever be feen in a more:
~ ridiculous light, than when fhe appears to
govern her hufband ; if, unfortunately, the
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“fuperiority of underftanling ‘is on her
- fide, the apparent confcioufnefs of that fu-
- periority betrays a weaknefs that renders
her contemptible’ in the fight of every
confiderate perfon,—and it may; very
- probably, fix in his mind a diflike never to
" be eradicated.~In fuch a cafe, if it fhould
- ever be your own, remember that fome
degree of dlmmulanon is commendable,
- fo far as to let your hufband’s defeéts ap-
- pearunobferved., When he judzes wrong.
never flatly contradict, but lead him in-
-.{enﬁbly mtoanother opinion, in fo difcrect
a manner, that it may feem entxrely his
~own,—and let the whole credit of every
prudent determination ret on him, with-
out indulging the foolith vanity of claini-
ing any merit to yourfelf. Thus a per-
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fon, of but an indifferent capacity, may
be fo affifted, as, in many inftances, to
thine with 2 borrowed luftre, fcarce diftin-
guithable from the native, and by degrees:
- he may be brought into a kind of mecha-
nical method of alting properly, in all
the common occurrences of life. Odd as
this pofition may feem, it is founded in
fa& ; and I have feen the method fuccefs-
fully pradifed by more than one peﬂ'on,
where a2 weak mind, on the governed
fide, has been fo prudently fet off as toap-
pear the fole diretor ;—{ike the ftatue of
the Delphic god, which. was thought to
give forth its own oracles, whilft the hum.-
ble prieft, who lent his voice, was by the
fhrine concealed, nor fought ahigher glory
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tha;r; a yfuép-q-fédv obédience to sthe pcv>Wer”
he would be tpought to ferve.

I

From hence, it may be inferred, that,
by, 3 perfe& propriety of behaviour, eafe,
and cqnttnt;x_aent,’ at leaft, are attainable ..
with a companijon, who-has not the moft
exalted undgrftanding; but then virtue -
and good-nature are pre(uppofed, or there
will be no.thi_ugit'a work upon—a vicious-
ill-natured fool -being fo untratable and
tonﬁentin’g an éﬂ‘o'ciate, that there needs
only the addition. of jealoufy to the com-.
pefition te’'make thecurfe complete.

- THI1s paﬂ’ioh, once fuffered to get foot-
ing in the heart, is hardly ever to be ex-
tirpated ; it is a conftant fource of torment

H



114 AN UNFORTUNATE MOTHER’S

to the breaft that gives it .reception, and
is an inexhauftible fund of vexation to the
obje& of it: With a perfon of this unfor-
tunate difpofition, it is prudent to avoid
the leaft appe‘axance of concealment—a
whifper -in a mixed company, a meflage
given in a low voice to a fervant, have, by
¢he power of a difturbed imagination, been
magnified into 2 material m_]ury-—what-
ever has the air-of fecrecy raifes terror in
‘amind naturally diftruftful ; a perfect un-
referved - opennefs, both in converfauon
and behaviour, ftarves the anxious expec-
tation of difcovery, and may very. proba-
bly lead into an habitual confidence, the

only antxdote againft the poifon of fufpl.,

cion. It is eafier to prevent than to re-
.move. a-received ill impreffion ; and, con-

-

—— -
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fequently, it is much wifer to be fome-
times deficient in little points of - civility,
which, however indifferent in themfelves,
may happen unaccountably to clath with

" the eafe of a perfon, whofe repofe it is
both your duty and intereft to promote;
it is much more commendable contented-
ly to incur the cenfure of a trifling difpo;
ﬁnon, by a circumftantial unafked relation
of inf gmﬁcant mczdents, than to give any
room for apprehending the leaft degree of
referve. Such a conftant method of pro-*
ceedmg, together with a reafonable com-
phance, is the moft likely to cure this
'pamful turn of mind; for, by withhold-
ing ewiery-fupp'ort that could give ftrength
to it, the want of matter to feed on may
probably in time caufe its extinGion: If, -
H2
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unhappily, it is fo cenftitutional, fo inter-
woven with the foul, as te become, in a

manner, infeparably united with it, no- -

thing remains but to fubmit patiently to
the will of Heaven, under the preflure
of an unalterable evil; to guard carefully
againft the natural confequence of repeated
undeferved fufpicions, namely, a growing
indifference which too frequently termi-
nates in averfion; and, by cohﬁdering
fuch a fituation as a trial of obedience and
refignation, to receive the comfort that
mulft arife from properly exercifing one of
the moft exalted of the Chriftian virtues :
——1I cannot difmifs this fubjet without
adding a partibular caution to yourfelfcon-
cerning it,
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JEALousY is, on feveral accounts, ftill
more inexcufable in a woman—there is
not any thing that fo much expofes her to
ridicule, or fo much fubje&s her to the in-
{ult of affrontive addrefles—it is an inlet
to almoft every poffible evil, the fatal
fource of innumerable indilcretions, the
fure deftruction of her own peace,and fre-
quently is the bane of her hutband’s affec-
tion! Give nota momentary harbour to
its fhadow in your heart—fly from it as
from the face of a fiend that would lead
your unwary fteps into a gulph of unalter-
able mifery. When once embarked in the
matrimonial voyage, the fewer faults you
difcover in your partner, the better 5 ne-

.ver fearch after what it will give you no
pleafure to find—never defire to hear, what
H 3
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you will not like to be told ;—therefore
avoid that tribe of impertinents, who, either
from amalicious love of difcord, or from the
~ meaner, tho’ lefs criminal motive of i ingra-
tiating themfelves, by gratifying theblame-
able curiofity of others, fow diffention
wherever they gain admittance; and, by
telling unwelcome truths, or, more fre-
quéntly, by infinuating invented falfe-
hoods, injure innocent people, difturb do-
meftic union, and deftroy the peace of fa-
milies: Treat thefe emiffaries of Satan

with the contempt they deferve ; hear not .

‘what they offer to communicate, but give
‘them at once to underftand, that you can

never look on thofe as your friends, who.

fpeak in a difadvantageous manner of that
perfon whom you would always choofe to

e v o ey v
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fee in the moft favourable light. If they
are not effetually filenced by fuch rebukes,
be ‘inacceffible to their vifits, and break
off all acquaintance with fuch incorrigible
pefts of fociety, who will be ever upon the
watch to feize an unguarded opportunity
of difturbing your repofe..

SuourLp the companion of your life be
guilty of fome fecret indifcretions, run not
the hazard of Being told by thefe mali-
cious meddlers, what, in fa&, it is bettes

for you never to know.; but, if.fome un-

ayoidable accident betrays .an imprudent

correfpondence, take it for a mark of

efteem, that he endeavours to. conceal:

from you what he knows you muft, upon

a pnncnple of reafon and religion, difap--
H 4 :
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prove—and do not, by difcovering your
acquaintance with it, take off the reftraint
which your fuppofed ignorance lays him
under, and thereby, perhaps, give a lati-
tude to undifguifed irregularities. - Be af-
fured, whatever accidental fallies the
gaicty of inconfiderate youth may lead him
into, you can never be indifferent to him
whilft he is careful to preferve your peace,
by concealing what he imagines might.be
an infringement of it : Reft then fatisfied
that time and reafon will moft certainly
get the better of all faults which proceed
not from a bad heart; and that, by main.
taining the firft place in his efteem, your
happinefs will be built on too firm a
foundation to be eafily thaken.
2
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I navEebeenthusparticularonthechoice
of a hufband, and on the material parts
of condud in amarried life, becaufe there-
on depends not only the temporal, tut of-
ten the eternal felicity of thofe who entet
into that {tate ;—a conftant fcene of difa-
greement, of ill nature, ard quarrels, ne-
ceflarily unfitting the mind for every re-
lizious and focial duty, by keeping it in a
difpofitiondire&ly oppofite to thatChriftian
piety, to that practical benevolence and ra-
tional compofure, which alone can prepare

it for everlafting happinefs.

InsTrRUCTIONS onthishead, confidering
your tender age, may fecm premature, and
fhould have been dcferred until occafion

called for them, had our fituation allowed
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me frequent opportunities of communica-
ting my fentiments to you-—but that not
being the cafe, I choofe in this epiftle, at

_ once, to offer you my beft-advice in every
circumftance of great moment. to your
well-being , both here and hereafter,. let
at a more proper feafon it may not hap-
pen to be in.my power. You may defer
the particular confideration of this part,
till the defign of entering. into a new fcene

. of life may make it ufeful to you ;—which,
I hope, will not be for fome years—an
unhappy marriage being generally the con-
fequence of a too early engagement, before
reafon has gained fufficient firength tofarm.
a folid judgment, on which only a pro-
per choice can.be determined.——Great
isthe hazard of a miftake, and irretrievable
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the effets of it |~~Many are the degrees
between happinefs and mifery |—Abfolute
mifery, I will venture to: affirm, is to bs
avoided, by-a proper behaviour, even uns
der all the complicated ills of human life:

‘—But to arrive at. that proper behaviour,

requires the higheft degree of Chriftian phi- .
lofophy ;—and who would voluntarily pug

" themfelves- upon a flate of trial fo fevere,

in which' not one of a thoufand has teen
found able to come off viCtorious ?—Be.
tween this and pofitive happinefs. there arg
innumerable fteps of comparative evil—
each has its feparate conflict, varioufly
difficult,differently painful,underall which

_ a patient fubmiffion and a confcious pro-
priety of behaviour is the only attainable

good. .:Far thort indeed of poflible tem-



124 AN UNFORTUNATE MOTHER’S

poral felicity is the eafe arifing from hence!
Reft not content with the profpect of fuch
cafe, but fix on a more eligible point of
view, by aiming at true bappinefs ;—and,
take my word, that can never be found in
a married ftate, without the three eflential
qualifications already mentioned, Virtue,
Good-Nature, and Good-Senfe in a huf-
band.—Remember, therefore, my dear
girl, this repeated caution, if ever you re-
folve on marriage—Never to give your
hand to a man who wants any of them;
whatever other advantages he may be pof-
feffed of ; fo fhall you not only efcape all
thofe vexations, which thoufands of un-.
thinking mortals hourly repent of having

brought upon themfelves, but, moft affu-

redly, if it is not your own fault, you will
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enjoy that uninterrupted domeftic har-
mony, in the affe@tionate fociety of a vir-
tuous companion, ‘which conftitutes the
higheft fatisfadtion of human life. Such
an union, founded on reafon and religion,
cemented by mutual efteem and tender-
nefs, is a kind of faint emblem—if the
comparifon may be allowed—of the pro-
mifed reward of virtue in a future ftate;
and, moft certainly, it is an excellent pre-

. parative for it, by preferving a perfect equa-

nimity, by keeping a conftant compofure of
mind, which naturally lead to the proper
difcharge of all the religious and focial du-
ties of life, and thefe form the unerring
road to everlafting peace. The firft have
been already fpoken to—it remains only
to mention fome few of the latter,
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" AmonasT thefe, EcoNomy ‘may, pert
haps, be thought impropérly placed ; yet
many of the duties we 6we to fociety be-
ing often rendered impracticable by ‘tht
want of it; there is not fo much impro:
priety in ranking it under this head as may
at firft be imagined: For inftance, a man
who lives at an expence beyond what his
income will Tupport, Tays himfelf undera
‘necéffity of being unjuft, "by wifhholdiﬁg
from his creditors what they have a right
to demand from him as their due, accord-
fng to"all Jaws both human and divine—

' and thereby he often entails rain on an in-
nocent-family, who, butfor the lofs fuftain-
ed by his extravagance, might have com-
“fortably fubfifted on the profits of their ih-
 dutry e likewife puts it but of his own
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power to give that relief to the indigent,
which, by the laws of humanity, they have
aright to expe&— the goods of fortune
being piven”’~~as a great divine excellently
obferves—¢ for the ufe and fupport of o-
thers, as well as.for the perfon-on whom
they are beftowed.”—Thefe are furely
great breaches of that duty we owe to our
fellow-creatures, and are effeéls very fre-

quently and naturall-); produced by the
‘want of economy.

You will find it a very good method &
_-to regulate your ftated expences as to bring
them always one-fourth part within your
certain annual income ;—by thefe means

you willavoid at any time-being diftrefled
by unforefesn accidents, and you will have
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it more eafily in your power materiatiy to
relieve thofe who deferve affiftance.—Bug
the giving ttifting fums, mdiforiminately,
~ to fuch as appear neceffitous, is far from
being commendable—it isan injury to fo-
ciety—it is an encouragement 10 idlenefs,
and he!ps ta fill the firects with lazy beg-
gars, who live upon mifapplied bourity, to.
the prejudice of the induftrious poor. Thefe
are ufeful members of the commonwedlth,
and on them fuch benefadtions might be

ferviceably beftowed. Be fparing, there-*
fore, in this kind of indifcriminate dona-"
tions—they are too conftantly an infigni-

ficant relief to the reccivers—fuppofing

them really in want—and, frequently re-’

peated, they amount toa confiderable fam-
in the vear’s account, The proper ob-

e B .
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jetts of charity are thofe, who, by unavoid-
able misfortunes, have fallen from affluent -
circumftances into a ftate of poverty. and:
di(_t(efs-—thofe alfo, who, by unexpefted.
difappointments in tradepare-on the point -
of being reduced to an impoffibility. of
carrying on that bufinefs on which their-
prefent fubfitence and their future pro-
- fpeQs-in life-depend, from the incapacity’
of raifing an immediate: fum to furmount
the difficulty—and thofe; who, by their
utmoftinduftry, can hardly fupport their fa-
milies abeve the miferies of want—orwho,
by age or by illnefs, are rendered incapable
of labour :— Appropriate a certain part of
your income to the relief of thefe real di- -
" firefles. To the firft give as largely as
yaur circumftances will allow ;—to the fe-
1
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cond—after the example of an excelleat
prelate of our own church—lend, if it is-

in your power, a fufficient fum to prevent

the threatencd ruin, on condition of bemg
repaid the loan, without intereft, if Provi-

~ dence enables them, by future fuccefs, to

do it with convepience.—'rhe:famg me-

thod may be ufed where indigence renders
induftry unavailable, by depriving it of the
means to lay in afmal} original ftock to:be
improved.—Never take-a note of hand,
.or any acknowledgement of fuch loan, left
‘what you intended for a benefit fhould be
afterwards made the inftrument of ruin to
the receiver, by a different  difpofition ia
your fucceffor. But fuch affiftance ought
not to be given to any, without a thorough
knowledge of their.charatter; and .from

[
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having good. reafon to believe them not
aoly induftrious but ftri@tly honzft—which
; will be a fufficient obligation on them for
the repayment;—and the fums fo repaid
-ought to be laid by, till an opportunity
" again offers of making them, in like man-
ner, ferviceableto athers,— T be latter fort,
~who are able ta work, may, by a fmall ad-
-dition te the profits of their own labour,
be refcued from mifery, and may be put
‘into - a scomfortable way of fubfiftence,
Thofewho by age er by infirmityare ren-
dexed utterlyincapableof fupporting them-
felves, have an nudoubted right, not only
to the neceffaries, but even to fome of the
conveniencies of life, from all whom Pro-
 vidence has placed in the more happy ftate
of afluence and independence,
T2



132 AN UNEORTUNATE MOTHER’s

As your fortune and fituation are :yet -

undetermined; I have purpofely laid down.

fuch rules as may be adapted to. every fta~ -

tion, A large fortune gives greater op-

portunity of doing good, and of communi--
~ cating happinefs in a more extenfive de-
gree—but a fmall one is no excufe for.

withholding a proportionate relief from

real and deferving objects of compaffion: .
—to affift them is an indifpenfable duty of

Chriftianity., The firft and great com-
mandment is, To love Gop withall your
heart;—the fecond, To love your neigh-
bour as yourfelf.—7hofs fecth his brather
in needy and fhutteth up bis bowels of com-,
paffiony how dwelleth the love of God in bim?
—Or how the love of his neighbour ?—

If deficient in thefe primary duties, vain -

- e
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are the hopes of acceptance built on a par- -
tial-obedience to the lefler branches of the
law |—Inability is often pleaded as an ex-
cufe for the want of charity, by perfons
who makeno fcruple-of daily lavifhing on
their pleafures,” what, if better applied,
might Have made an indigent family hap-
py thro’ life ;—thefe perfons lofe fight of
real felicity, by the miftaken purfuit of its
fhadow: The' pleafures which engrofs
their attention, die in the enjoyment, are
often fucceeded by remorfe, and always by
fatiety; whereas the true joy, the fweet
complacency refulting from benevolent:
adtions, encreafes by refletion, and muft
be immortal as the foul. So exadtly, fo
kmdly is our duty ‘made to coincide with
our prefcnt as well as future intereft, thqt

I3
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' mcqmparably more ﬁtxsfa&xonwdl actrue
to a conﬁderate mind, from aenymg itfelf
evexi fome of the agreeables inlife, in order
the more effechially to reliéve the unfoftu-
nate, than could arife from’ a full’ induk--
gerice of every temporal gtatification,

. ) e R

However fmall yourincome may be;

remember that a part of it'is du€ to merit
“in diftrefs;—fet by an annual fam for this

purpofe, even tho’ it fhould _QBligé you to-

abate fome unneceffary expence to raife
the fund: By this method perfons of flen-

der fortune have been enabled to do much.

good, and to give happinefs to many. If

your flock will not admit of frequent -

draughts upon it, be the more circum-

fpe with regard to the mesit of thofe you
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., Telieve, thatbaumxes, ot in your power
| ~to repeat often, may not be mnfapphed -
.- But if Prayvidence, by a more ample fot-

. .tune, thoukd blefs you: with a Jarger qb:hty
of being ferviceable to your fellow-crea-
tures,  prove. yourfelf worthy of the truft
repofed in you, by mukiriga proper ufe of

 #.~eWids as your influence can extend,.

- ..surn the cry of diftrefs and danger into the’

- fong of joy and fafety—feed the hungry,.

. clothe the naked, comfort the afflicted,.

‘ give medicine to the fick, and, with either,,
 peftow all the aHleviation their unfortunate
circumftances can admit of ;—Thus may:
you truly make 2 friend of the unrighteous.

- matmon-—thus you may tusn the perith-
able goods of fortune into everlafting.
Hleffings :==Upon earth you will partake:

L4
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hat happinefs you .impart tp others, apd .
“you will lay up for yourfelf. Treafures im- .
-H:m)e:n, awbere neither moth. nor ruft can.
“corrupt, and where thicves ,da,mt‘,bqg(ﬁ.
through nar fleal. . . e e

A prersoN who has onee ‘experiencad -
the advantages of a right action, will beled:-
by the motive of prefent felf-intere,, as;
* well as by future expeQtation; to the cons-
tinuance of it. Thereis no.injundion of ;
Chriftianity thata fincere Chriftian, by.obg..
dience, will not find is fo calculated astohe;
dire&ly, in fome meafure, its own reward, .-

T ae forgivenefls of injuries—to which
is annexed the promife of pardon for our-
own offences, and which is required by the
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gofpel; notonlyfd faras toforbear all kinds
of retaliation; but alfo to render us equally
difpofed to ferve, with our utmoft power,
 thofe perfons who have wilfully injured us, * \
as if no fuch injury had beeneceived from:
them-—has by fome been accounted a hard
precepty—yet the difficulty of it arifes
merely from, andis proportionable to, the
badnefs of the heatt; by which it is fo
-efteemed: A :good :difpofition finds.a fu-"
.perlative pleafure .in: returning -good' for
.evil ;=~and, byan inexpreffible fatisfaction
" of mind; in fo doing, fecls the prefenit re-.
-ward of. obedience :——whereas a fpirit of
- revenge is incompatible with happinefs, an
.inplacable temper being -a conftant tor-
- ment to its poffeffor ; -and the man who re-
turns an injury feels morereal mifery from
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the rancour of his own heart; than itis in-
*his power to infli® upon another. -

SuoULD a friend wound you i themoft

‘tender patt, by betraying a confidence re- -

" 'pofed, prudence forbidsthe expofing your-
felf-to'a fecond deception, by placing any
future truft ia fuch a pérfon; but theugh
here all obligations of intimacy ceafe, thofe

“of bertevolence and. humanity remain fill -

in full force,. and- are equally binding, as.
to every a& of fervioe.and afliftance, even

.o the fuffering a leflerevil yourfelf, ia or-

- 'der to procure.a much greater. good to the.

.peffon, by whom 'you have been thus ill-
wfed.——This is-in general allowed to be-
the duty of every individual to all,:as a.
member. of fociety—but it is particularly

2
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. faftanced in'the prefent cafe, 10 thew, that:
not even a-bresch of friendfhip—the high-

‘eft of all provocations—will cancel the:

~ duty, ot all times equally and \malterably
binding, the duty of premoting bothi the -
temporaland etemnal happine(s of all your-

-fellowscreatures, by every methed ia yours
powen.

- - Ir has deen by many thought mpem.

ment at any time to offer unafked advice 5
. ——the reafon-of which.may be.chiefly ow-

ing to ‘its- being too frequently tendered:
. with a fupercilious air that implies.a con-
ecited confcioufnefs of fuperior wifdom:—
it isthe manner, therefore, more than the
thing itflf, that gives difgult..
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Tr thofe with whom-you'have any de-
greeof intimacy are guilty of what ta.you-
. appedrs eithér wreng, or-indifereet, fpeak -
your opinidn -to..them with ‘freedom,
though you fhould ‘even lofe a mominal’
~ friend by ‘fo doing " Silence miakes you, -
in fome meafure, an acceffary to the fault.”’

But having thus once difcharged your'
~duty, reft there—they are to judge for’
tHemifelves ;—to repeat fuch admonitions '
is both ufelefs and impertinent—and they3
will then ‘be thought to proceed: rather *
from pride than from ‘good-nature.” ‘To"
the pcrfons concerned only are you to

fpeak your dlfapprobanon of their con-

du& ,--when they are cenfured by others,

fay all that truth or probabnhty will per—
mit in their juftification; .
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IT often happens, that, upon an.acci-
dental quarrel between friends, they fepa-
rately appeal to a third perfon;—in fuch
cafe, alternately take the. oppofite: fide,
alledging every argument in favour of the
abfent party, and placing the miftakes of
the complainer in the ftrongeft light. This
method may probably at firft difpleafe,
but is always right, as it is the moft likefy
to procure a reconciliation: If that takes
place, each equally obliged, will thank-
fully approve your conduét;—if not, you
will have the fatisfattion of, at leaft, en-
deavouring to have been the reftorer of
peace. A contrary behaviour, which'ge- :
Vnel;ally proceeds from the mean defire of
pleafing, by flattery, at the expence of
truth, often widens a trifling breach inte_

X

-
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open-and irrecencileabloenmity :-—People, -
-of this difpofition are the worft fort of in-.
cendizries,—the greateft plague of human -
fociety, becaufe “the moft. difficult:tabe
‘gua'rded againft, from their always wear-
ing the fpecious difguife of pretended ap-
probation and friendfhip to the prefent,
~and equzily deceitful . refentment againft
the abfent perfon or company.

" T'o enumerate all the focial duties
sweuld lead me too far;—{uffice it, there-
fore, my dear, in few words to. fam up

what remains. Tet truth ever dwell

~ upon your tongue—Seorn to flatter any,
‘and delpife the perfon who would prac-
Be

horefily cpen in every part of vour beha-

tife fo bafe an art upon yourfelf:
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viourand converfation.  All:with whom

“you have intercburfe, even down to:the

 meafieft ftation, have a-right to civility
and good-Inimour from you :~a fuperio-
rity ‘of rank or fertune is na licence. foz
a proud fupercilious behaviour—the dif-
advantages of a dependent ftate are alone
fufficient to labowr under, it is both unjuft
and cruel to increafe them, either by-a
haughty deportment, or by the unwarrant.
able exercife of a capricious tempor.

" ExAMINE every part of yourcondu&
“towards others, by the unerring sule of
fuppofing a change of placesj—this will
certainly lead to an impartial judgment,
- Do then what appears to you right, or, in
- other words, what vou would they fhould de
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unts you—which comprehends every duty
relative to fociety.: , :

- Aimat perfeftion, or you will never at-

tain an amiable degree of virtue. Be reli-.
gious without hypocrify, pious without en-
thufiafm. Endeavour to merit the favour
of Gop, by a fincere and uniform obedi-
ence, to whatever you knaw.ar believe to
be his will: And, fhould afiGtive evils
be permitted to cloud the fun-fhine of
your brighteft days, receive them with fub-
miffion,—fatisfied that a Being equally
wife, omnifcient, and Beneficent, at once
fees and intends the good of his whale
creation; and that every general or parti-
cular difpenfation of his providence, to-
-wards the ratjonal part of it, is. fo calcula-
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ited as to be produ&ive of ultimate hap-
pinefs, which nothing but the mifbehavi-
our of individuals can prevent to them-
felves. This truth is furely an unanfwer-
able argument for abfolute refignation to -
the will of Gop ;—and fuch a refignation,
founded upon reafon and choice, not en-
 forced by neceflity, is unalterable. peace of
" mind, fixed on too ﬁfm a bafis to be fha-
ken by adverfity:—Pain, poverty, ingra-
titude, calumny, and even the lofe of thofe
we hold moft dear, may each tranfiently
affet, but united cannot mortally wound
it. Upon this principle you will find it
pofiible, not only to be content, but cheer-
ful un\der all. the difagreeable circum-
ftances, which this flate of probation is
liable to; and, by making a proper ufe of
K
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them, you may effeCtually remove the garb
of terrer from the laft of all temporal
evils. Learn then, with grateful pleafure,
to mect approaching death as,the kind re-
mover of every painful fenfation, as the
friendly guide to perfed, to everlafting
happinefs.

BELIEVE me, this is not mere theory,
—Imy own experience every moment
proves the fat undeniably true—my eon-
du@, in ali thofe relations which fhill fub-
fift with e, nearly as human imperfec-
tion will allow, is governed by the rules

here laid down for you, and it produces the

conftant rational compofure, which con-

ftitutes the maft perfect felicity of human

life;~For with truth T can aver, thatI
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daily feel incomparably more real fatis-
faétion, more true contentment in my
prefent retirement, than the gayeft fcenes
of feftive mirth ever afforded me: I am
pleafed with this life, without an anxious
thought for the continuance of it, and am
happy in the hope of exchanging it here-
after for a life infinitely better. My foul,

unftained by the crimes unjufily imputed
to me, moft fincerely forgives the malici-
ous authors of thefe imputations ;—it an-
ticipates the future pleafure of an open ac-
quittal, and in that expectation, lofes the
pain of prefent undeferved cenfure.—By
this is meant the inftance that was made
the fuppofed foundation for the laft of in-
numerable injuries, which I have received

K2
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through him from whom I am confcious
of having deferved the kindeft treatment :
Other faults, no doubt, ‘I might have
many;—to him I had very few: nay, for
feveral years, I cannot, upon refleQion,
accufe myfelf of any thing, but of a too
abfolute, too unreferved obedience to
every injunction, even where p!ainlj con-
trary to the dictates of my own reafon.—
How wrong fuch a compliance was, has
been clearly proved by many inftances,
in which it has been fince moft ungene-
roufly and moft ungratefully urged as a
circumftantial argument againft me.

It muft indeed be owned, that for the
two or three laft years, tired with.a long

<

e A
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feries of repeated infults, -of a nature al-
~moft beyond the power of imagination to
conceive, my temper became foured ;—a
conflant fruitlefs endeavour to oblige was
changed into an abfolute indifference
about it; and ill-humour, occafioned by
frequent difappointment, a confequence
I have experimentally warned you againft,
-was, perhaps, fometimes too much indul-
ged. How far the unequalled provoca-
‘tions may be allowed as an excufe for
this, Heaven only muft determine, whofe
goodnefs has thought fit to releafc me
from the painful fituation, though by a .
method, at prefent, not the moft eligible,
as it is the caufe of a feparation from my

¢hildren alf, and thereby has put it out .
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of my power to attend, in the msnner }
could have withed, to their edilcation —
a duty that inclination would have led
me with equal care and pleafure more
amply to fulfil, had they continued un-

der my dire@ion.—But as Providence -

has thought fit otherwife to determine, |

contented I fubmit to every difpenfation,
convinced that all things are ordered for
the beft, and that they will in the end
work together for good to them that fear
Gop, and who finderely endeavour to-
kecp his commandments.—If in thefe I
err, I am’certain it is owing to a miftake
in the judgment, mot to a defedt of the

will,
1

1.
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Tuus have I e‘n‘vdyéévouredb,‘ my 'd‘ea'r

_girly in fome ltheaﬁife, to compenfate both

to you and to your fifters the depravation
of a conftant maternal care, by advifing
you, according to my beft ability, in the
moft material parts of your conduét thro’
life, as particularly as the compafs of a

 letter would allow me.—May thefe few

inftruétions be as ferviceable to you as my
withes would make them! And may that .
Allnfghty Being, to whom my daily |
prayers afcend for your prefervation,
grant you his heavenly benediGtion; may
he keep you from all moral evil, lead
you irito the paths of righteoufnefls and
peace,—and may he give us all a happy
meeting in that future ftate of unalterable
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felicity, which is prepared for thofe, who,
by patient continuance in well-doing, feck
after glory and immortality,

Tam,

Your truly affectionate mother,

.S. PENNINGTON.
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