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_THE following: Work owes its
origin to the favourable receptlon

which the ;Eubhc has been pleafed
. to give to the ¢¢ Enquiry into the
¢¢ Duties of Men;” and to wifthes
intimated from different 'quarters
very deferving of attention.

That 1 might‘h:'we a reafonable
chance of laying before the Reader
a performance not deftitute of all
claim to originality ; I purpofely
abftained, until the principal part
was executed, from the perufal of

A2 other



w PREFACE.

othetr Treatifes addrefled to perfons
of the Female Sex, or primarily de-
figned for their inftru®ion. I then
thought it incumbent upon me to
examihe various works of that na-
ture. The refult proved as was. to.
be expeced. 1 found many opinions
coinciding with my own, many dif-
i'lermg totally from them. The lat-
ter c1rcumﬁancc led to alteratlons,
whenever refleion convinced me
that I had been in a greater or a lefs -
degree miftaken ; and to additions,
when they appeared neceffary for
the fupport of my own fentiments,
and the matter in queftion feemed
important enough to require them.
On fuch occafions, however, my
obje& has been to furnith ufeful
rules and juft conclufions, with a

brief



PREFACE v

brief explanation of the grounds of
them; rather than to point out and:
cenfure the individuals, who, in my
apprehenfion, have recommended
what ought to be fhunned, or have
refted judicious maxims of condu& -
wholly or in part on improper mo-
tives. In one or two inftances I
have been obliged, for the fake of
perfpicuity, to ftate with plainnefs

. the obje&ionable pofition. But I

have been folicitous not to load a
pra&ical work with controverfy,

Yoxasrr Lopgg,
" "Og. 18, 1796.
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AN

ENQUIRY

INTO THE -

DUTIES OF THE FEMALE SEX.

CHAP I

PLAN OF THE WORK EXPLAINED.

IN the outfet of the prefent hndcrtaking
it may be proper briefly to ftate the plan
on which it is conduéted.

The duties of the female fex, in general,
are the obje@s which it is propofed to in-
veftigate. The obfervations contained in
the following pages will, in many cafes,

“have an efpecial reference to the condu&

of women placed in the higher or in the
o B . middle



2 PLAN OF THE WORK EXPLAINED.

middle claffes of fociety ; but they will
feldom be dire@ed exclufively to any rank
or ftation. It has been my with and my
endeavour; that this-wregtife, as far as it is
capable of being ufeful, may be ufeful to
readers of every delcription.

"The fphere of domeftic life, the fphere

in which female exertion is chiefly oc-
cupied, and female excellence is beft dif~
played, admits far lefs diverfity of a&ion,
and confequently of temptation, than is to
' be found in the widely differing profeffions
and employments into which private ad-
vantage and public good require that. men
fhould be diftributed.” The barrifter and
the phyfician havé their refpe@ive duties,
and their refpeQive trials. The fundamental
principles by which both -the one and the
other is to. regulate his eondu&.are the
fame. The occafion, however, on which
thofe principles are to. operate, .and the
cnticenﬂent, whether of pleafure or of in-
mteﬁ, by whlch their prefent effe is ime
4 . peded,



PLAN OF THE WORK EXPLAINED: §

peded, and their future ftability .endan<
gered, are continually prefenting them-
felves 10 each in a fhape adapted to.the
purfuits in which he is bufied, and the ob-
Je@s moft familiar to his attention and de-
fire. But the wife and the daughter of
the former are fcarcely diftinguifhed as
fuch, by any peculiarities of moral obliga-
tion, from the perfons ftanding in the fame
degree of relationfhip to the latter. - The
difcriminating lines, unlefs their number or
their ftrength be encreafed by circumftances
not neceffarily refulting from the profeffion
of the hufband or the father, are few, ob-
fcure, and inconftant. The fame general
truth might be exemplified in a variety of
additional inftances. Even the fuperiority
of rank which elevates the peerefs above
-her untitled nelghbour, though it unquef-
- tionably creates a difference between their
refpeQive duties, is far from creating a
difference equal to that which fubfifts be-
tween the duties of an hereditary legiflator
and thofe of a private gentleman. Such

.

B2 being



4 PLAN bF'THE WORK EXPLAINED;
being:the gerieral fimilarity-in the fitdatiori
of women, differing ‘in fome refpetts from
each. other in- omtwird circumftances, ‘or
even placed in feparate clafles of fociety ;I
purpbfe to couch in general terms the re<
marks: about to be offered on the tondu&
of the female fex. But I fhall at the fame
_time be ftudioudly folicitous to point out,
whenever a fit occafion fhall intervene, the
moft prominent of thofe inftances in which
the moral aivity and the moral vigilance
of the female mind are to be guided into
particular channels, in confequence of fome
particularity, either in. the ftation of the in-
dividual, or in the rank or profeflion of her
neareft conne&ions. The peculiar tempta~
tions of the capital, and thofe of the country,
will alfo receive the,diftin& confideration
which -chey;déferve. :

Marriage draws a broad line of difcrimi-
nation, : feparating, the female fex into two
claffesy.each of which has moral duties and
trials peguiia: to itfelfs. A wrirer, therefore,.
..... "o whofe
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‘whofé enquiries, in' whatever manner they
may be carried- on, fhall relate to the whole
circle. of feminine duties, will almoft ine-
vitably find himfelf conftrained.to confider
the duties of married women in fome mea-
fure apart from thofe of the fingle. Yet he
will not fail to perceive, on the flighteft at~
tention,to his fubjec, that there are nume-
rous rules of moral obligation which attach
equally on women of either clafs; rules
which. refpe& fundamental principles of .a¢-
tion, difpofitions of the heart, the cultivation
of the underftanding, the employmeént of
time, and various other particulars effential
or {ubfarvient to excellence and ufefulnefs of
charda&er. How then is he to avoid tedious
and. unprofitable repetition in the reflec-
tions - which he makes, and the advice
which he offers? By determining, previ-
oufly to the commencement of his work,
the plan of compofition and arrangement
moft favourable, in his judgement; to per-
fpicuity and impreflivenefs; and then, by
inferting fuch obfervations as are applicable

B3 both



6 PBLAN OF THE WORK EXPLAINED.

both to fingle and matrimonial life in that
part of his performance in which, whether
it relates chiefly to the married or to the
‘unmarried, they feverally will beft accord
with the general fcheme already fettled.
I have to requeft my readers, of all de-
fcriptions, uniformly to bear in mind, that
fuch is the principle on which I have pro-
ceeded.

As my concern in the prefent work is
with the female fex, an error or tempta-
tion becomes entitled to notice, when it is
one to which women are expofed, though
they thould not be expofed to it in a greater
degree than the other fex. In animad-
verting on fubje&s of this defcription, I
may not always have obferved, when the
obfervation would have been well-founded,
that the animadverfion might be extended
to men. Sometimes too, in fpeaking of
failings which prevail in the female world,
I may not have exprefsly ftated, when I
might have ftated with truth, that there
' ' is
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is a large number of  individuals: who.are
cxempt from them. Let:not the former
omiffion be afcribed to partiality, nor the
latter to the injuftice of indifcriminate
cenfure. I bave been generally folicious
to exprefs myfelf, fo as to preclude the
poffibility of fuch fufpicions. But it may
be better even to incur a fmall rifk of oc-
cafional mifconftru®tion, than to weary
the reader with the perpetual recurrence
of qualifying and explanatory phrafes,

Some of the obfervations advanced in
the fubfequent chapters will not, I truft,
appear to the generality of thofe who
may perufe them, the lefs deferving of re-
gard, in confequence of being deduced
from {fcriptural authority.. To fuch per-
fons as, reje@ing that authority, have im-

bibed opinions concerning female . duties,

and the ftandard of female excellence, at
variance with thofe which Chriftianity
inculcates, let me be permitted to recom-

mend, antecedently to every ftudy and to

B4 every
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-every purfuit, a deliberate and candid ex-
‘amination of the evidence of a religion,
which furnithes the wifeft rules of con-
-du@ for this life, as- well as grounds of
‘hope’ and confolation in looking .forward
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"CHAP. IL
GENERAL GROUNDS OF THE IMPORT-

ANCE OF THE FEMALE CHARACTER
BRIEFLY STATED.

IN the courfe of a work which purpofes
to inveftigate fomewhat at length the fe-
veral duties of the female fex, the import-
ance of the female chara&er will naturally
difclofe itfelf. It is not by attending to
formal and ftudied panegyric, but by con-
fidering in detail the various and mo-
mentous duties, to the difcharge of which,
women are called both by reafon and re-
velation, that the influence of feminine
virtues is rendered moft confpicuous. It is
thus too that the refponfibility attached to
that influence in all its branches, in all its
minuteft capacities of being beneficially
employed will be placed in the ftrongeft
, light ;
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light; a circumftance of no fmall weight
with regard to precluding the emotions of-

arrogance and the confidence of felf-fuffi-
ciency, which are ever likely to be pro-
.duced by fimple eulogium. The general
contempt, therefore, which is fometimes
manifefted refpeting women by perfons of
‘the other fex, and moft frequently by per-
fons who are unworthy or incapable of
~ forming a judgement concerning thofe
whom they profefs to defpife, would not
have induced me to make any preliminary
obfervations on the fubje&. There is, how-
ever, a prejudice which it is defirable to re-
move without delay, becaufe it is found to
exift in female minds, and unavoidably
contributes, in proportion to its ftrength,
to extinguith the defire of improvement,
and to reprefs ufeful exertion. The fal
is this. Young women endowed with
good underftandings, but defirous of jufti-
fying the mental indolence which they
have permitted themfelves to indulge; or
difappointed at not perceiving a way open

by




but perpetually recurring incidents of good

THE'BEMALE CHARACTER. 11

by which they, like their brothers, may
diftingnifh them{elves and rife to eminence ;
are o¢cafionally heard to declare their opi-
nion, that the fphere in which women are
deftined to move is fo humble and fo li-
mited; as neither to require nor to reward
affiduity ; and under this impreffion, cither

~do not difcern, or will not be perfuaded

to confider, the real and deeply interefting
effets which the condué@ of their fex will

~always have on the happinefs of fociety.

In attempting to obviate this error, I thould
be very culpable were I to flatter the am-
bitious fondnefs for diftin&tion, which may,
in part at leaft, have given rife to it. To
fuggeft motives to unaffluming and virtuous
aftivity, is the purpofe of the following
brief remarks. :

Human happinefs is on the whole
much lefs affeted by great but unfrequent
events, whether of profperity or of adver-
fity, of benefit or of injury, than by fmall

or
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or.evih The. manner in which the in-
fluence of the female chara&er is felt be-
Iongs to'the latter defcription. It is not
like the periodical inundation of a river,
which overfpreads once in a year a defert
with tranfient plenty. It is like the dew of
heaven which defcends at all feafons, re-
turns after thort intervals, and permanently
nourifhes every herb of the field.

In three particulars, each .of which is of
extreme -and never-ceafing concern to the
welfare of mankind, the effe@ of the fe-
‘male characer is moft important,

Firft, In contributing daily and hourly
to the comfort of hufbands, of parents, of
brothers and fifters, and of other relations,
conneéions, and friends, in the intercourfe
of domeftic life, under every viciflitude of
ﬁcknefs and health, of joy and affliGion.

‘. Sccondly, In formxng and improving
the general manners, dxfpoﬁtxons, and
condu&

-~
’
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THE FEMALE CHARACTER. 13

condu& of the other fex, by fociety and

example.

Thirdly, In modelling the human mind:
during the early ftages of its growth, and-
fixing, while it is yet dudile, its growing
principles of acion; children of each fex:
being, in general, under maternal tuition
during their childhood, and girls until they
become women.

Are thefe obje&s infufficient to excite’
virtuous exertion ? Let it then be remem-
bered, that there is another of fupreme im-
portance fet before each individual ; and one’
which fhe cannot accomplifh without faith--i
fully attending, according to her fi tuatxon
and ability, to thofe already enumerated
namely, the attainment of everlafhng feli=
city, by her condu& during her prefent pro-
batxonary ftate of exlﬁencc -

R I SF$4
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CHAP. IIL

ON THE PECULIAR FEATURES BY WHICH

~ THE CHARACTER OF THE FEMALE
MIND IS NATURALLY DISCRIMINATED

" FROM 'TI.IAT OF THE OTHER SEX.

THE commander, who fhould be em-
ployed to afcertain, for the fecurity of the
inhabitants of a particular country, the moft
efficacious means of guarding the frontier
againft invaders, and of obftructing their
progrefs if they fhould ever force their way
into the interior, would fix his attention,
in the firft inftance, on the general afpe&t
-of the region which he is called upon to
defend. He would ftudy the mountains,
the defiles, the rivers, the forefts. He would
inform himfelf what quarters are open to
inroads ; what are the circumftances which
favour the machinations, what the undif-

guiled

B, .~ e ettt t— . . . A ———— ot e, et i e e
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CHARACTER OF THME FEBMALE MIND. 1§

guifed "violence, of the enemy; what' are:
the pofts which the affailants would: find it
moft. advantageous 'to occupy; what the.
ftations from which, if once in their pof-
feflion, it would be moft difficult to diflodge
thém, The plan of defence which he would
prefcribe, while, on the one hand, it would ,
be formed on thofe fundamental principles’
which military experience has eftablithed
as the bafis of all warlike operations, would
be adapted, on the other, with unremitting
attention to all thofe difcriminating features,
which chara&erife the particular diftri@ in
which thofe general principles are to be
reduced to praQice.

A writer, in like manner, who ventures
to hope, that in fuggefting obfervations on
the duties incumbent on the female fex, he
may be found to have drawn his conclufions
from the fources of nature and of trath,
fhould endeavour, in the firft place, to af-
certain the chara@ariftical impreffions which
the Creator has ftamped on the female mind;
o the
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the leading; featuves, if fach there -bey- by
which: he :hay diferiménated the talents and:
difpofitions .of women from thofe of men.-
For it is-from thefe original indications ‘of
the intention of Providence, taken in con- .
jundtion: with fuch further proofs of the -
Divine will as the Scriptures fhall be.found -
to have difclofed, that the courfe and ex~
tent -of female duties, and the true value of
the female charaler, are.to be-colletted. .

_In different countries, and at’ different
periods; female excellence has been efti~
mated by very different ftandards: - At al-
moft every period it has been rated .among -
nations, deeply immerfed in barbarifm, by -
the fcale of fervile fear and capacity for ..
toil. Examine the domeflic proceedings.
of favage tribes in the old world :and in
the mew,-and afk who is the beft daughter -
and the beft wife. - The an{wer is uniform.
She who bears with fuperior perfeverance .
the viciflitudes of feafons, the fervour.of the -
fun, the. dews of pight.;: She who, aftera

march
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~ masch through -svoads aad fwamps from
mern t0 eve, is the firft to bring on her
thoulders. a burthed ‘of fuel,” and foremaft
i, ere@ing the family wigwam, while the
men ftand afound in litlefs  unconcem:
She who fearclics with the greateft dcivity
for roots-in the foreft; prowls with the
moft fuccefs along the fhore for limpets;
and dives with unequalled fortitude for fea-
eggs in the creck : She who ftands dripping
and famifthed before her hufband, while he

devours, ftretched at eafe, the produce of = '

her exertions; waits his tardy permiffion
without a word or a look of impatience;
and feeds, with the humbleft gratitude, and
the fhorteft intermiflion of labour, on the
fcraps and offals which he difdains: She,
in a word, who is moft tolerant of hard-
fhip, and of unkindnefs. When nations
begin to emerge from grofs barbarifm, every
new ftep which they take towards refine-
ment is commonly- marked by a gentler
treatment, and a more reafonable eftima-
tion of women ; and every improvement

¢ in
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in- their apinions and :condu&t “re(pé&ivig
thg female:fdx, iprepares the way for addi-
tiomal:progrefs in. dvikfation. <k is'-hot,
hosweier, in the rudenefs of ancivilifed life,
that. female worth can:either be fily appre-
hended, orbe difplayed in its genuine co<
lIoars. .1 And, we {hall be:the lefs inclined:to
wonder, at. the pérveifion:0f ideas. ‘which
has been exeémplifiéd on this fubje@, amidft
igriordnice and' neceflity, among Hottentots

and Indians; when: we confider the. erro- .

neous opinions on the fame topic 'which
-haye: obtained more or lefs currency in onr

country, and even in modern. times. . :It

would:pethapsbe!nounfair reprefentatioh of
‘theefentiment which prevailed in the laft-age,
to.affirm that the who was completely verfed
in the Tdences of pickling and preferving,
and in the myfteries of crofs-ftitch and em-
~broideryy the who was thoroughly miffrefs
‘of the family receipt-book and of her needle

_ was deemed, in point of folid attainments,
- to have reached the meafure of female ‘per-
fection. Since that period, however, it has
Lo ' been
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been univerfally acknowledged, that the in-
telletuial powers of womehn ate not reftricte
ed to'the arts of the houfekeeper and the
fémpftrefs: Genius, tafte, and learning it-
felf, have appeared in‘the numbet of female
eridowments- and ~atquifitions, © And we
havé heard, from time tb time, fome bold
affertors of the rights of the weaker fex,
figmitifing, - in “teris of indignant com-
plaint, the monopolifing injuftice :of the
othier; laying claim,on behalf of their clients,
to ¢o-ordinate authority in everydepartment
of fcience and of erudition ; and upholding
the perfe& equality of injured woman and
ufurping man in language fo little guarded,
as fearcely to permit the latter to confider
the labours of the camp and:of. the: fenate
as exclufively pertaining to himfelf,

. The Power who called the human race
into being has, with infinite wifdom, regard-
ed, in the firu@ure of the corporeal frame,
the tatks which the different fexes were re-
fpe@ively deftined to fulfil. .. To man, on
: C 2 whom
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whom the culture: of .the. foil, the ereGion:
of dwellings, and,.in, general, thofe ppera-
tions of induftry, and thofe meafures of de-.
fence,;which include difficult and dangerqus.
exertion, were ultimately to devolve, He
has imparted the firength of limb, and the,
robuftnefs of conflitution,. requifite for.the
perfevering endurance of toil.: The female
form, not commonly doomed, in countries
where the progrefs of civilifation is far ad-
vapced, to labours more fevere, than the.-
offices of domeftic life, He has caft in a.
{maller -mould, and bound together by a
lgofer texture. But, te prote& weaknefs
from the opprgiﬁor;_,of domineering, fupe~ .
riogity, thofe whom He has net qualified to .
contend, He has enabled to. fafcinate ; ;and
has amply.compenfated the defed of ;nufv-
cular v;gour by {fymmetry and expreflion,
by elegance and grace. To me-it appears, .
that He has adopted, and.that He hag
adopted with the moft confpicuous wif-
dom, a correfpondmg plan of dlfcnmma-

tion between the mental powers, and difpo- ,
3 " fitions |
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fitions "of ‘the -two fexés.>  Thé feience of
legiﬂ‘a.tidn,‘ “of: jurifprudence, of political”
economy'; the'conduct of government in
alf iits ’exccuttve fan@ionss the abftrufe re--
fearches ‘of “eruditiorr; the ‘inéxhauftble
depths of " philofophy ;° thc acqun'enﬁents
fubordinate to navigation j the krowlédge”
indifpenfable in the wide field of: commet
clal enterprife; the arts{of ‘defénce, amd' of
attack by land and by fea, which the vio:
lence or the fraud of unpringipled affailants
render needful ;- thefe; and other -tudies;
purfuits, and occupations, afligned: chiefly
or entirely to men, demand the efforts of a
mind endued with the powers of clofe and
comprehenfive reafoning, and of intenfe
and-continued application, in a degree in
which they are not requifite- for the dif-
charge of the cuftomary offices of female
duty. It would therefore feem natural'to *
exped, and experience, I think, conﬁrnis
the juftice of the expe&anon, that the GNer
on men wnth a hberaht) proportxoned to

c3 ' the
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the fubfifting neceflity, would impart, them
'to the female mind - with; a' more fparing
hand. It was equally natural to exped,
-that: in ‘the difpenfation of other qualities
-and talents, ufeful and impertant to both
fexes,- but -particularly fuitéd to the fphere
“in which women were intended to move,
He would-confer thé larger portion of 'his
- bounty on thofe who needed it the moft.
It is accordingly manifeft, that, in fpright-
linefs ‘ahd: vivacity, in quicknefs of percep-
tion, in fertility of invention, in powers
adapted 'to unbend the brow of the learned,
to tefrefl the over-laboured faculties of the
- wife, and 'to diffufe, throughout the family

cittle;- the enlivenifig and endeating fmile
" of cheerfulnefs, the fuperiority of the female
mind is unrivalled. Does man, vain'of his
présethinence ih the track of profound ih-’-
, veﬁxgatlon, boaft that the Tefult of the én-
4quiry is in his favour? Let }nm check the
prernature tnumph and hﬁen to the ftate-
~ ment of another artlcle in the account,
whlch inthe Judgement of prc_]udxce itfelf,

will

— ——
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will be found to reftore the balance. :-As
yet: the native worth: of the female charaGer

_has been imperfeitly developed. To efti-

mate it fairly, the view muft be extended
from the compafs and fhades of intelleQ, to
the difpofitions and feelings of the heatt.
Were we called upon to produce examples
of the moft amiable tendencies and. affec-
tions implanted in human nature,of modefty,
of delicacy, of fympathifing féhﬁbility, of
prompt and afﬁvg benevolence, of warmth

and .tendernefs of attachment; whither
fhould we at once turn our eyes? To the

fifter, to the daughter, to the wife.. Thefe
endowments form the glory of the female
fex They thine(z)amidft the darknefs of un-

cultivated

- (a) The conjugal and parental affetion of the women
among the North American Indians is noticed by Cap-
tain Carver, and by other writers, who have defcribed
the favage tribes of ‘the New World ; and it appears the
mere eonfjficuous in thofe accounts, as the Reader cannot
avoid contrafting it with the fullen apathy of the men. In

__the late' Admiral Byron’s Narranve of the_calamities en-
- dured by Himfelf and his companions after their fhnpwrcck
T CoCT 4 oot ‘ ~near
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chltivated barbarifi ; - they give to- civilifed
fomq its: lmghtc&)md mo&' atmawe lufe

. it Lo~ - . tre.

fiear the Strarts of Magellan, he rccords fevcral very forcx-
Mle and: pleafing’ inftanees ‘of compaffionate benevolence
fhewn:to them by the female part of the. families of their
Indun coductors ; inftances which, like the former, ap-
pear with all the advantagc of contraﬁ I will not multi-
ply authorities and quotations en a fubject neither doubtfal
in itlelf, nor likely ta feem -doubtful to, the: Reader; but
will produce, in the place of all further teftimony, the un-
eqmvocal declaration of a man, whe, like Ulyﬂés of old,

466 Meores hominuth multarum vidit et urbes »

had tfivelled with'a mind bent on obfervation thirough
wide]ynfeparated diftri@s of the carth, and had experienced,
in almoft all the countries which he vifited, the utmoft
preffure of misfortune. I give his evidence in his own
words:: ¢ 1 have always remarked ‘that women ‘in ‘all
*¢- gowgRuies:are civil, obliging, tender, and humane ;. that
¢ they axe gyer inclined to be gay and cheerful, timorous
“ and odeft; and that they do not hefitite, like men,
*¢.to.perform a generous aion. Not haughty, not arro-
. gant, .ot fupercilious, they are full of courtefy, and
« fondof fociety ; more liable; in general, to err than
« {.man;; butin general, alfo, more virtuous, and perform.-
« - ing, more good aQions than he. To a woman, whe-
“  ther, civilifed or favage, I never addrefled myfelf in the
“ language of decency and friendthip, without receiving
“ <. 3 decent and friendly anfwer: With man it has often
" beény

A
PR
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tre. ‘'The priority ‘of female excellence:in
the points now under canfideration, man is .
feldom undifcerning enough to deny. But
he not unfrequently endeavours to aggran-
dife his own merits, by reprefenting himfelf
as chara@erifed in return by fuperior forti<
tude. In the firft place, however, the reality

of the fatt alleged is extremely probleman
tical. - Fortitude is not to be fought merely

“on the rampart, on the deck, on the_field

of battle. Its place is no lefs in the cham-
ber of ﬁcknefs and pain, in the retirements
of. anmt;y, of grief, and of dlfappomtment.

“ been otherw;fe In wandermg over the barten' plains
% of inhofpitable Denmark, through honeft Sweden’ and
“ frozen Lapland, rude and churlith Finland, ‘unptinciJ

¢ pled Ruilia, and the wide-fpread regions of the wan-

“ dering Tartar; if hungry, dry, cold, wet, of fick, the
% women have ever been friendly to me, -and uniférmly
“ fo. - And to add o this virtue, fo worthy the appeltation
“; of hex;evplence, thefe a&tions have been performed in fo
“ free.and fo kind a manner;. that, if I was dry; T drank
¢ the fwesteft draught, and..if bungry, I eat 'the coarle
mqrfcl .with double relith.””—Sge the Accournt oF Mr.
Ledyard in. the-Proceedings:of the Affociation for making
ancovcncs, in the interior Parts of Africa, London, 750,

410, Pe4e
The
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"The vefolution which is difplayed in:braving;
the perils of war is;- in moft men, to zyery:
confiderable degree, the effect of habit. dnd:
of other extraneous catfes::- Courage: is
efteenied the commoneft qualification of a
foldier. And why is it thus common? Net
fo much becaufe the ftock of native refolu=
tion, beftowed on the generality. of men, is
very large ; as becaufe that ftock is capable
of being increafed by difcipline, by habit,
by. fympathy, by encouragemeént, by the
dread of thame, by the thirft of credit and
renown, ‘almoft to an unlimited extent. But

the influence of thefe caufes is not reftricted

to men. In towns which have long fuf-
tained the horrors of a fiege, the defcend-
ing bomb has been found, in numberlefs
inftances, fcarcely to excite more alarm in
the female part of the families of private
citizens, than among their brothers (#) and
hufbands:

() It would be eafy to multiply examples' from antient
hiftorians, to prove, that among nations imperfeélly civil-

ifed, women have frequently encountered, with unfhaken
o fortitude,

PEEES
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hufbands.. In bearing:viciffitudes of fortune,
in exchanging wealth for. penury, fplendor
a ' . . . for

l v

fortitude, the perils and vxcnﬁitudes of mnhtary campangns.
Examples more recent may be found even in our own
country. Dr. Henry, defcribing, in his Hiftory of Eng-

land, (vol.v. p. 545.) the manners of the former part
of the fifteenth -century, obferves, that  the ferocity of

¢ thofe unhappy times .was fo great, that it infeQed the
* fair and gentle fex, and made many ladies and gentle-
¢ women take up arms, and follow the trade of war. > He
alfo quotes a writer of credit, who affirnis, that * many
¢« worthy ladies and gentlewomen, both French and Eng-
¢ lith,” took part in the fiege of Sens, during the year
1420; of whom  many began the feats of arms long
« time ago, but of lying at fieges now they begin firft.”
“The influence of habit in producing that kind of coun-
rage, which ought rather to be called infenfibility of danger,
is, in few inftances, more evident than in the fearlefs un-
concern with which the fkirts of Mount Vefuvius, and of
other volcanos, are inhabited ; and the alacrity with which
diftrits ravaged by eruptions are re-occupied. In.thefe
examples the female mind appears to be rendered as de-
void of apprehenfion as that of the men. In the late erup-
tion of Vefuvius, eighteen thoufand inhabitants; driven
from Torre del Greco by an inundation of lava, which
took its courfe through the centre of the town, returned,
ere the ruins were yet cold, to rebuild their dwellings ; and
pofitively refufed the offers, repeatedly made to them by

-the
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for- difgrace, women nI‘eem as far-as expc-‘
rience has decided the queftion, 'to have’
thewn themfelves little inferior to men.
With refpe& to fupporting the languor
and the acutenefs of difeafe, the weight of
teftimony is wholly on ‘the fide of the
weaker fex. Afk the profeflors of the
miedical art, what defcription of the - per- -
fons whom tﬁcy atténd exhibits the higheft
patterns of firmnefs, compofure, and refig-
‘nation under tedious and painful trials ; and
they mame at once their female patients. It
has, indeed, been afferted, that women, in "~
confequence of the flighter texture of their

frame, do not undergo, in the amputation
of .a limb, and in other cafes of corporal
fuffering, the fame degree of anguifh which
is endured by the rigid mufcles and ﬁub-

the Neapolxtan Govcrnment, of a fettlement in a lefs dan-.
gerous fituation. We do not hear that the female past of
the community folicited their relations of the other fexto
accede to the propofal ; or that they remonftrated agalnﬁ:
retummv to the fpot, from whlch the fiery delugc had ex-
pelleﬂ fhcm

born
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born’ finews: of perfons.-of .the othet fex:
under fimilar circumftances ; .and -thata
{maller portion of fortitude is.fuflicient to:
enable the former to bear the trial” equally:
well with the latter. .. 'The affertion, hows .
ever, appears to have been advanced: mot:
only without proof, .but without the capa--
bility of proof. Who knows that the nerves
are not as keenly fenfible in a finer texture
as in one more robuft? Who knows. that
they are not more keenly fenfible in the
firft than in the fecond ?: Who can eftimate
the degree of pain, whether of -bedy or of
mind, endured by any individual except
himfelf? How can any perfon inftitute 2
comparifon, when of neceffity he is wholly. .
ignorant of one of the points to be com-.
pared? If, in the external indications of
mental refolution, women are not inferior
to men; is a theary which admits not of -
experimental confirmation, a reafonable
ground for pronouncing them inferior in
the reality? Nor let it be deemed: won-

derful, that Provndence fhould have con-
ferred
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ferred on women in general a portion'of ori-
ginal fortitude, not much inferior, to fpeak of
it in the loweft terms compatible with truth,
to!.that. commonly implanted in perfons of
the other {ex, -on whom many more fcenes
of danger and of ftrenuous exertion are de-
volved. " If the natural tendernefs. of the
female mind, cherifhed, too, as that tender-
nefs is in civilifed nations, by the eftablithed
modes of:eafe, indulgence, and refinemént,
were not balanced by an ample fhare of
latent refolution’; how would it be capable
of enduting the fhocks and the forrows to
which, amid the uncertainties. of life, it
mutft be expofed? Finally, whatever may
be the opinion adopted as to the precife
amount of female fortitude, when compared
with that of men, the former, I think, muft
at leaft be allowed this relative praife: that
it is lefs derived from the mechanical influ-
ence of habit and example than the latter;
 lefs tin@tured with .ambition ; lefs blended
with infenfibility ; and more frequently
drawn from the only fource of genuine
ftrength
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firength of mind, firm and -adtive- prmcx-
plzsofrehgxon. - LS
The Reader will have beenr aware that
the iketch which I have endeavoured ‘to
trace m the’ pmcedmg outhnes, is that of
the fex‘nale charaler under its cuﬁpmary

form "ot under thofe devxatxons from its
ufual appearance, whxch are knewn fome-
times to occur. It is our firft bufinefs tg
fettle the general rule, not to particularife
the exception. But amid the endlefs ‘di-
verfity of nature; amid the innumerable
~ multitudes of cotemporary individuals, dif-
‘tinguithed each from the other in their
minds, no lefs than in their countenances,
by ftronger or fainter lines of differerice,
and thrown into a variety of fituations and
circumftances, feverally calculated to call
forth and impx"ove particular talents, and
encourage particular purfuits,” exceptions
will be frequent. Hence many inftances
might be produced from each fex of per-
fons who have poffefled a more than com-

mon
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mon fhare of the qualities and dxfpoﬁnom
which in. ordmary cafes are found moft
confpicuous in the other. It might even

be poffible to ftate fome examples of wo-

men who have fcarccly been furpaffed by
the mof’c eminent men in depth -and com-
prehenﬁveneﬂs of intelleét ; and of ‘men,
who have nearly equalled their rivals of
the other fex in quicknefs of fancy, in de-

licacy of fentiment, and in warmth of af-'4
feGtiod. There are alfo perfons of each
fex who are greatly deficient in thofe qua- .

lifications by which it was natural to expe&

that they would have been chiefly diftin-

guithed. But all thefe cafes are variations

from the general courfe of things, and va- .

riations on which, at prefent, it would be
ufelefs to enlarge.

Of the errors and vices which infeft hu-

man nature, fome are equally prevalent in

the two fexes ; while others, in confequence -
of the peculiarities by which the character

of the one fex is difcrimigated from that of
' T the
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the. other, peculiarities: which gain -addis
tional ftrength from the diverfity in ‘the
offices of life, refpeQively affigned to each,
do not exercife an equal power over both.
Thus, among womien,*in whom fetnmuif.
delicacy and feeling have not been almoft
obliterated, (I am not, at prefent, taklrfg Te-
ligious principle into the account,) intem-
perance it wine, and the ufe of profane
language, are unknown ; and fhe whé
fthould be guilty of either crime, would
be generally regarded as having debafed
herfelf to the level of a brute. On the

other hand, there are failings and tempta-
' tions to which the female mind is particu=
larly expofed by its native firuGure and
difpofitions. On thefe treacherous under:
miners; - thefe inbred- affailants, of femalé
peace- and excellence, the fuperintending
eye of education is ftedfattly to be fixed:
The remains of their unfubdued hoftility
will be among the - circumftances which
will exercife even fo the clofe of life the
moft-vigilant labours of confcience. It is
S D neceflary,
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neceﬂ'ary, therefore, to be exphm oa the
‘fubje& ‘ . : L

‘. “The gay vivacity and quicknefs of ima-
g;gatiog? fo confpicuous among the quali-
ties in which the fuperiority of women is
a.cknowledged, have a tendency to lead to
unfteadinefs of mind; to fondnefs of no-
,_velty., to habits of frivoloufnefs, and -tri~
fling employment ; to diflike of fober ap-
plication ; to repugnance to graver ftudies,
and a tao low eftimation of ‘their worth ;
to an unreafonable regard for wit, and
Q)xnxpg accqmphfhments ; to a thirft for
admiration- and applaufe ; to vanity and
affeQation. They contribute likewife,. in
conjun&.lon with the acute fenfibility. pe-
culiar to women, to endanger the com-
ppfure apd mildnefs of the temper, and te
render. the difpofitions fickle through car

price, and uncertain through irritability.’

And fenfibility itfelf, fingularly engaging
- and amiable as it is, fhares the common
Iot of earthly bleflings and comes not withs

. ‘;':3,_1 o e Out
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out s difadvantiges. Iris lable to fuddes
excefles; it nufturés urimerited attachments s
jt is oceafionally the fource of fufpicion,
fretfulnefs, and groundlefs difcontent; it
fometimes degenerates into weaknefs and
pufillanimity, and prides itfelf in the fees
‘blenefs of character which it has eccafions
ed: And if in common it fills thé heast
with™ placability and benevolence; it is
known at other times to feel even a flight
injury with fo much keennefs, as thence-
forth to harbour prejudices fcarcely to be

fhaken, and averfion™ fcarcely to be mol-
lified.

- The moft important of the confequences
flowing from thefe caufes, will hereafter
be the fubje of incidental obfervation.
At prefent it is fufficient to have enume-
- rated the caufes themfelves. But in this
place it is neceflary to add, that there re-
mains one fource of female errors and
temptations which has not yet been no-
fuced, becaufe it fprings not from mental

D2 pecus
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peculiarities ;. namely, the confcioufnefs of
being diftinguithed by perfonal attraltions.
The effeéts of this confcionfnefs on the fe<
male charalter, which, if confidered by
them{elves, are. extremely, ftriking, and in
many cafes are .ultimately combined with
thofe..which- refult- from the qualities and
difpefitions: already fpecified, will recejve
further . notice in the -progrefs of our. en-
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‘ CHAP' IV’ L )
- ON FEMALE EDUCATION,

I ~-the precedxng chapter fome of the prin~
cipal materials on which the ‘hand of edu-
cation i8 to operate were enumerated. The
next obje& is to confider how they are tO-
be employed. :

The early attainments defirable to the:
one fex are in fo many points the fame, or
nearly the fame, with thofe which are im-
portant to the other, that feveral of ‘the’
following remarks on the inftruion of
youth will neceffarily be of a general na-
ture. The culture, however, of the female
mind is the point to which they will all
be dire&ed. - )

- The primary end of education. is to train-
up the pupil in the knowledge and appli~
D 3 cation
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cation of thofe principles of condu&, which
will lead probably to a confiderable fhare of
happinefs in the prefent life, but affuredly
to a full meafure of it in that ivvhich is to
- come. The fecondary end is to fuperadd
to the poﬂ'eﬁion of right principles, thofe
improving and ornamental acquifitions,
which, e¢ither from thejr own nature, or
from the prevailing cuftoms of 2 particular
- 3ge and country, are in fome degree mate~
rial to the comfort and to the ufefylnefs of
the individual. 'The difference in point of
importance which fubfifts between thefe
two obje&ts is fuch, that the ditates of fober
judgement are palpablyabandoned whenever
the latter is fuffered, in the flighteft manner,
to encroach on the priority of the former.
The mades of attaining both obje@s, and
of purfuing the fecond in due fubordina-
tion to the firft, require to be adjufted ac-
cording to the circumftances which cha~
racterife the perfons who are to receive
" inftru@ion. Hence in female education,
that inftruftor is lgnorant or regardlefs of
a duty
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a-duty of the higheft concern; who, -in
transfufing into the youthful hearer thofe
fundamenl truths which equally concern
every human being, does not anxioufly
point out their bearings on the particular
weaknefles and errors, whether in judge<
ment or in 3&ion, into which the female
fex i3 in efpecial danger of being betrayed.
An sttempt to efface the difcriminating fea-
tures which the hand of God has imprefled
on the mind, is in every cafe impofible to
‘accomplith ; and would be in every cafe,
were it praQticable, the height of folly and
prefumption. To efface thofe of the fe-
male mind, would be to deprive women of
their diftinguithing excellences. But to
anticipate the miftakes, to reftrain the ex-
ceffes, to guard againft the unwarrantable
~ paffions, which originate in the very fource
whence thofe excellencies flow, is to confer
on the workmanthip of God the cultuire and
the care which he intended that it {hould
receive from the hand of man. Tt is hum-

pe " by
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bly to contribute towards the progrefs. of
its improvement that mite of affiftance,
which, .in the counfels of fupreme wifdom,
he . thought fit' to leave dependent on hu-
man co-operatmn
,.i:.A:'e we then anthorifed, in point of fa&,
to:affirm, that in this country, and ‘in the
prefent times, the inftru&ion of young
- perfons of the female fex is generally car-
ried an with a fyftematic and due regard to
cach of the two purpofes of education ; and
alfo, with lively and uniform folicitude to
countera& the fedu&@ive errors and tcmpta.-‘
tions, which derive much of their ftrength
from the peculiarities of the female cha-
racter ?

- As the education of girls is {fometimes
conduted at home, fometimes at a public
fchool, any reply which may be offered to
the preceding queftion, muft refer dxfhn&ly
-to both plans, :
i In
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“In the inftru&ion of perfons whom wé
believe to be deftined to furvive the ftroke.
of death, and to furvive in happinefs or in
mifery proportioned to the nature of their
condu& in this fhort and preparatory fcene.
of exiftence, the main objeé to be purfued
is to infpire them with fuch views of things,
to eftablith them in fuch principles and
rules of a&ion, as are calculated to render
that future and moft important ftate of
being, a period of bleflednefs. Such would
ftill have been the dictates of reafon, had
the refult been likely to be unfavourable to.
happinefs in the prefent life. How forci-
bly, then, do they prefs upon thofe who
are convinced, as is the cafe with all who
believe in the Chriftian Revelation, that
“ godlinefs has the promife of the life
“ which now is, as well as of that which
“ is to come(c):” that the very fame views
of things, the very fame principles and
rules of action, which lead to never~ending

(c) 1 Tim. iv. 8. .
. felicity
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felicity hereafter, promife in the common

courfe of events a larger-portion of‘external
comforts than is attainable by ‘any other
means, ‘and ‘are ac¢companied by a'ferenity
of heatt, and by a cheetful {enfe of the pro-
te&ing care of infinite Power, Wifdom, and
Goodnels, which far more than outweigh
the colle@ted amount of all other terreftrial
- enjoyments. ‘The chief folicitude, there-
" fore; of every one who is called to fulfil
the duties of tuition ought to be this: to
engage the underftanding and the affe@ions
of the pupil in favour of piety and virtue,
by unfolding the truth, the importance, and
the inherent excellence of the Chriftian re-
ligion'; and by inculcating the obligations
of morality, not as ultimately refting on in-
dependent principles of their own, but as
" _founded . on the precepts and fan@ions of
the Gofpel, and formmg one branch of hu-
man duty to God.’

Is the truth of this pofition umverfally
~ admitted? It is not. By Jome perfons,
4 who,
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whe, difdeining the maxims of what they
{tyl;;' the: vulgar herd of mankind, affert
pretenfions to fuperiorintelligence ; -and by
others, who, from thoughtleflnefs, from fa»
thion, from humility, -have acquiefced in
the authority of the former; an opinion
precifely the reverfe of -this is maintained.
We are told that the great bufinefs of Edu-
cation is to guard the mind againft the in-
fluence of prejudice: that of all prepoffefs
fions, thofe which refpe& religion are the
moft dangerous and the moft enflaving; the
moft eafy to be imbibed in childhood and
youth ; the moft difficult, when once im-
bibed, to be fhaken off in the maturity of
the underftanding : that religion is there-
fore a fubje&t which ought never to be
brought forward as a matter of inftru&ion,
but rather to be entirely kept out of fight'
during the courfe of education; in order -
that the young perfon, when judgement fhall
have acquired fufficient ftrength, may weigh,
with unbiafled difcernment, the contending
creeds; which divide the well-informed part
-7 - . Of
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of mankind, and adopt that which. fhall be
found conformable to reafon and truth.
Thus, it is afferted, and thus only will be~
lief be rational. 'Thus, and thus only, add-
fome- of ‘the patrons of this opinion, who
‘d‘ifclofe, intentionally or hnintentionally,:
the fecret fentiment as to religion which
the majority of them entertain, will the

world be enabled to thake off the fetters of °

delufion, prieftcraft, and fanaticifm ;- and.
children have a chance of being emanci-
pated from the fuperftitions of their fore-
fathers. '

It will be proper to remove this obftacle
before we attempt to proceed further.

.. The human mind in infancy has been
compared, and in fome refpecs juftly com~
pared, to a blank fheet of paper. In one
material . point, however, the comparifon
fail. 'The fheet of paper, depofited on a
thelf, or locked up s a drawer, continues

a blank ; it acquires no impreflion of chae,

. racters
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rallers until they are: purpofely- imprinted
by the liand of the writer. Is that the cafe
with the youthful mind ? - If you forbear to -
imprefs it with ideas and fentiments, ,can
you prevent it from receiving impreflions
from the perfons and the obje&s with which
it is daily converfant? As well might you
forbid the calm furface of the lake to refle& .
the woods .and. rocks of the impending
mountains. The mind is originally, an
unfown field, prepared for the reception of
any crop; and if thofe, to whom the cuXtys
of it belongs, negle& to fill it with good
grain, it will {peedily be covered witk weeds:
If right principles of adion ar¢ not im-
planted, wrong principles will fprout wp}

- if religion be not foftered, irreligion will

take roet. To keep the mind during a
feries of years in a ftate of perfe@ indiffers
ence as to the truth or falfehood of the pres
vailing religion of the country, would be

‘impoffible: and the common effect, were

the fcheme feafible, would be, that they
who ‘were brought up to the age of matus
£ rity
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rity without the flighteft inclination to any
particulat religion; would remdin indifferi
ent to all religion ‘as long' as they fhould
live. - ’

i+ In the mext place, let us be permitted to -
afk: thofe declared enemies of every pro-
ceeding which may bias the youthful mind,
“whether they a& up to their own" princii
ples. Do they inculcate on their own chil
dren’ no elements of knowledge, ne motives
¥ action, norules of condu@? They will
exprefs furprife at the abfurdity of the quef
tion...They will tell us, and they will tell
us: truly, "and- they might extend their ob-
~ fervation with equal juftice to religion, that
to train up children without knowledge,
without maxims of moral behaviour, left
their opinions on thofe fubje&s fhould be
biafled, would be as unphilofophical as it
would he to prohibit them from walking,
that when arrived:at years of difcretion they
might decide; unimfluenced by the . prejus
dices' of habit, whether: they ‘would travel
T on
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on:twiolegs or.om fours, They will tell ud,
that they recommtend tq theiroffspring whag
‘they. themfelves, as enquireis after-know=
ledge, have feen reafon to beli¢ve true, and
hay¢ experienced 10 be ufeful;- and that
- they alfo .communicate the. proofs. .of : thit
trgth and of that utility. . It.feems,:.then,
that religion is. the fubje@ in. which:thefe
edemies of prejudice:and enquirers after
knowledge have difcovered neither utility
nor truth. Beitfo. But why are notwe,
who believe Chriftianity to be both tise and
fuperlatively ufeful, to recommend:it to our
children with. earnefinefs correfponding to
our convidion of its certainty and import-
ance; and thoroughly to inftru@ them in
the evidence on which that canvx&xon is
eﬁabhfhed 2

The fa& is, that whatever may. be thé
fpmulam:m of - eccentric and: feeptical -phi-
lofophers, among perfons who believe and
examine the Scriptures. not a fhadow of
doubt can remain on the point in queftion.

| In
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Jn: the facred xolume we hear the invitation
ofDavid. . “Come, ye children, “hearken
< unto'me j ‘I will teach you the fear of
%:the Lord (d).” We hear Solomon thus
addreffing parents : . Train up a.child:in
*.thé. way he fhould go, and when he is
:rold he will not depart from it (¢).” We
fhear the voiceof .God himfelf fpeaking thus
in fignal commendation of Abraham : I
¢ know:that he will command his children
% and his houfehold after him, -and they
“ fhall keep the way of the Lord (f).”
‘We bear the Almighty repeatedly admo-
aifhing the Ifraelites to be diligent in teache
ing their children hislaws, and the wonders
which he had wrought for their fathers(g).
‘The New Teftament reiterates the fame lef~
fon. Our Saviour’s reproof of thofe who
would not fuffer the little children to come
unto him (%) might of. itfelf, perhaps, in-
ch.ne us to forebode his- difpleafure agamﬁ |

N (zI) Pfalm, xxxlv . (e) Proverbs, xxii. 6.
:(f) Gen. xviii.‘19. (g) Deut. iv. 10, vi.7—20; xi: l§
.(h): Matte xix. 14:. Mark, %, .14. :Luke, xviii. 16

i perfons
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perfons: who; in-futdre times, fhould hot
fuffer them to come to the knowledge of
" his gofpel.: But the point is not leftto reft
on prefumptions. - -St. Paulj in exprefsly
commanding children to “ obey their pa-
 rents i the Lord (i),” and becaufe their
ebediéncée “ is well pleafing untothe Lord(#),”
gives a déctfive proof of his own judgement,
that childfen ought to be inftracted in the
religion of Chrift.. In perfe® eonformity
with this judgeinent the fame apoftle con-
gratulates a favourite convert, becaufe, to
ufe his own woards, * from a child thou haft
‘known the feriptures, which are able to
“ smake thee wife unto falvation, through
“.faithy which is in Chrift Jefus (/).”- Aad
in another place he exprefsly commands
~ patents, in terms which alone would have
been fufficient to decide the queftion, “ to
“ bring up their children in the nurture
“ and admonition of the Lord (m).”

(z) E;ﬁid‘. vi. 1. (#) Colofl. iii. zo.
(9 2 Fim. iii. 15. (m) Ephef. vi. 4.
; E . From
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.+ From the refult of fuch ' enquiries as I
have been able to' make :on thefubjedt, it
appears, that in the generality of . public fe-
minaries and boarding-{chools this moments -
ous objett of religious inftruGion is by no
1neans purfued:either with proper earneft-
nefs or in a'judicious manner; and that, in
fome; the attention which it occupi¢s merits
no better ‘appellation than that.of form, and
ferves only to impofe on.the parents of the
- children who are placed there, and ‘to fill
the young mind with contempt, or at leaft
with: unconcern, as to the moft awful ¢f all
confiderations, There -may be particular
exceptions ; but that the. flate of.‘the- cafe,
on'the ‘whole," both in the metropolis and
in-the country;accords with this reprefenta-
tion, feems to bé a fat, which, unhappﬂy,
. adnuts not: of dxfputc
L v R T Coe )
On the want of due earneftnefs with re-
gard to the 1nculcat10n of rehglon in public
iemmaues, f mean not to dwell at prefent ;

as
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as I fhall, ere long, be under the necefiity
of recurring to the fubje@, when the mode
in'which the obje&s comprehended under
the fecond branch -of Education, and the
degree:of attention. which they commonly
receive, ‘are difcufled.:. The ufual defeét of
judgethent; in the manner of imprefling the
principles .and - injun@ions of Chriftianity,
appears to' me to confift in thefe two cir-
cumftances. - Firft; they are commonly in-
culcated in the form of a dry and authori-
tative leGure, without being applied and
illuftrated. in fuch "a:imethod as to create a
deeply-rooted convidtion of the influence
.which .they claim aver every period and
every. ation of life, or-to intereft the affec-
tions -of the opening mind; whence reli-
glon is'rather dreaded:as an auftere monitor
and a relentlefs judge, than loved as the
gtver of prefent and future happinefs ().

= : Secondly,

(») In fome boarding fchools a general mode of punith-
ment has been to oblige the offender to tranfcribe, or to get
by rote, ong or more chapters of the Bible. In fome few

: E2 cafes,
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Secondly, they are préfented to the unders
flandinig rather as truths to be implicitly
teéeived on the credit of the teacher, and
on the ground of their ‘eftablifhed -preva-
lehce, than as truths. refting on the fohid
bafis of fa& and argumnient,  and invisiig at
all times the clofeft inveftigation of their
certainty which the mind is ‘capable of bes
flowing. - Hence, when a young weman
begins to 2@ for herfelf on the ftage of life,
and a growing confidence in her own judge.
Inent, together with the effect of new foenes
and fituations which incidentally arife, leffem
the eftimation in which the once held tlie
bpinions of her inflracors ; it is fcarcely
poffible -‘but that her regard for religion,
which, whether greater. or. lefs; was .in ‘a
cohﬁderabie degree démred from 1hak efti-

cafcs, when the oﬁ'ence isa ﬂagrant v1olat|on of a precept
of religion, and the fe‘le&ed portibn of feripture rtlites jm-
siediately to.the crime, the pra&tice may be advifable. But
ufed as a general and indifcriminate method of punifhment,
it feems oné of the apteft plans that could be devifed to
render the Bible odious to all the mhabntants of the
!c‘mol

: "mation,
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mation, muft at the fame time be impaired.
And if fhe fhould be thrown, as in thefg
days of widely-extended intercourfe is not
very improbable, into habits of familiarity
with perfons who in praitice flight fome of
the injun&ions of the Gofpel,or who doubt
er difbelieve its divine origin; is it won-
derful that her faith fhould waver, when
five feels herfelf at once allured by tempta-
tions, and unable to give one f{atisfattory
teafon far crediting the book which com-
mands her to refift them? Iam aware thay
during a certain period of childhood it is
true, no lefs in the cafe of religion than of

- other branches of inftru&ion, that the truth
- and the propriety of many things muft be

received by the pupil on the credit of the
inftru@or, becaufe the mind is not then
competent to judge of the proofs by which
they are eftablifhed. Yet, even during that
period, it feems to me generally defirable,
and particularly on the fubje@ of religion,
that the pupil fhould be apprifed both of

this neceflity and of the caufe of it; and
E 3 thould
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fhould’bé taught to’ exped that' amiple’ irt
formation will be afforded as foon as the
thall become fiilly capable of undérfanding
it. 'As the intelle@ual faculties expand, the
more obvious ‘proofs of revealed ‘religion
ought to be gradually developed. And, in
the concluding years of education, the pre-
feribed ftudies unqueftionably ought to com-
prehend the leading evidences of Chriftian-
ity, arranged with fimplicity, but in a re-
gular order; conveyed in familiar, but not
uninterefting language ; comprifed within a
moderate compafs ; and divefted of learned
references, and critical difquifitions (o).

~ When girls are educated at home, the
article of religious inftruction generally
occupies more attention than it obtains in

“{0) If there fhould be no exifting fummary of the evi-
dences-of Chriftianity, which is entirely fuited to the par-
* ticular purpo(c in view, it could not be difficult to compile
one from the excellent treatifes on the fubje& already be-
fore the pubhc ‘And I truft that fome of thofe perfons,
wha. have fo ‘meritorioufly diftinguifhed . themfglves by
works calculated to improve the courfe of fema]e educa-
non, wnll be induced to undertake the tafk, -

: - {chools,
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ichoals,and is conducted with greater judge-
ment. . In families in -which juft fentiments.
of Chriftian duty prevaﬂ itis rightly deem-
ed ‘that firft obje& of education, which,
ftanding pre-eminent, by itfelf, excludesall
others, not from equality only, but from
comparifon. Where - Chriftian principles
are lefs active, it is proportionally neg-
le@&ed.. But ifswe affume, and in the majo-
rity of inftances it will furely be no unfair
aflumption, that the mother is equally alive
to their influence with the condu&refs of
the {fchool, to whom her daughter, if fent
from home,v‘would be committed ; it is evi-
dent that the warmth and the folicitude of
parental affeion will impel her to fuch a
degree of earneftnefs and diligence in prefl-
ing ‘on her child thofe truths which fhe
deems . of the greateft moment to the pre-
fent and -eternal happinefs of the latter, as
a ﬁranger, urgéd by no fuch powerful mo-
tives, cannot be expeGed to attain, In the
regulation' of the terper, no inconfiderable
branch of pradtical religion, the mother, to
' E 4 ' whom
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whom each  peculiarity that marks.the dif-
pofitions of the child is thoroughly knowan,
has a decided. advantage over the fchool
miftrefs ; .who has neither pofleffed the
fame  opportunities of difcovering them,
nor is likely to ftudy them with the fame
attention and perfeverance, nor is able, with
the fame facility, to accommodate her fets
tled modes of infiru&ion to remedy. what
is amifs. And as to. the. profpe& of fuc-
cefs in difcerning and applying fuitable me-
thods of winning the heart to the fide of
piety and reQitude, the fuperiority of the
mother will in moft cafes be ftill more
apparent. For though in commupicating
knowledge on fubje@s which addrefs theme
felyes exclufively to the underftanding, the
may not be altogether equal to a perfon
trained, by long experience in the profeflion -
of teaching ; yet in every attempt to rendex
knowledge amiable in the eyes of the pur
pil, and to lead the aﬁ‘eéhons to bear theix
rqa.fonable part in preparigg the. heart fog
the fervice of God, agd:apimating it with

. the
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the defire of diffufing happinefs among
mankind, the will come to the undertaking -
with advantages, which no one but {0 neat
a relation can enjoy. ‘That inftrucor who
is loved the beft will commonly prove the
moft effica¢ious. In-every point which has
been fpecified, but efpecially in the laft, the
mother will be found to derive from her
unrivalled claim to the fond attachment of
the child an influence far exceeding that of
any other teacher. Thefe eircumftances of
fuperiority, all of which, be it remembered,
relate to the moft important of human con-
cerns, afford a general and very ftrong
ground of preference to the domeftic plan
of education for the female fex, whenever
the adoption of it is praGticable, and con-
fiftent with other duties. It muft be ob-
ferved too, that, when childrer are brought
up at home, to guard them from the per-
nicious fociety of thofe who are not fo well
principled as themfelves, is feldom a very
difficult tafk. " In a boarding-fchool the tafk
would be impracdticable.. Thrown into the
Cie promif-
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premifcuous’ multitude. of good and bad,-
your child will form her intimacies not with -
fuch as are the moft deferving, but with
fuch -as are the moft agreeable. And if

they whom fhe felecs for her affociates and-
. friends unite, and the union is not uncom-

mon, agrecable qualities with bad difpofi~

tions, the can fearcely fail of being, in fome

meafure, corrupted. One worthlefs girl is

fometimes found to contaminate the greater

part of a {chool, .

In the cultivation of the female unders
ftanding eflential improvements have taken
place in the prefent age. Both in fchools
and in private families there prevails a de-
fire to call forth the reafoning powers of
girls into a&tion,; and to enrich the mind
with ufeful and interefting knowledge fuit-
able to their fex. - The foundation is laid
by communicating to the fcholar a rational
infight into the formation and ' idioms
of her native tongue. The grammatical
blunders, which ufed to difgrace the con-

- verfation
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verfation even of women in the upper and
middle ranks of life, and in conjunction with -
erroneous orthography to deform their epif-
tolary correfpondence, are already fo much:
diminifhed, that in fome years hence it may.
perhaps no_longer be eafy to find a young
lady, who profefles to be miftrefs of the
French language, and is at the {ame time
grofsly ignorant of her own. Geography,
fele& parts of natural hiftory, and of the
hiftory of different nations, antient or mo-
dern, popular and amufing faéls in aftro-
nomy and in other fciences, are often fami-
liar to the daughter in a degree which, at
the very moment that it delights the parent,
reminds her how fmall a portion of fuch
information was in her youth imparted to
herfelf, Of the books, alfo, which have
been publithed within the laft twenty years
for the purpofe of conveying inftru&ion to
gitls, though fome of them approach too
nearly to the ftyle and fentiments of ro-
mances, a confiderable number poffefles

great
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great merit ; and moft of them are abund-
antly more adapted to intereft the yourg
reader, and thus to make a lively and per-
manent impreflion on her underftanding,
‘than thofe were which they have fucceeded.
Some improvement, too, though certainly
not fo much as is defirable, appears to have
taken place in the choice of French beooks
ufed at fchools and in domeftic educa-
tion(p). And learners of that language
are perhaps called upon lefs frequently than
was heretofore the cafe to convert the exer~

cifes of religion into French leflons (g).
If

() Itis to be hoped that fome very improper French
works, formrerly admitted into feminaries of inftruion,
will foon be altogether excluded. Such have heretofore
been in complete pofleflion of every fchool-room, and fill
retain their place in fome.

{g) The pralice of requiring children to employ French
Prayer-books and Bibles in accompanying the officiating
minifter through the Englifh fervice, ought to be univer(ally
abolithed. Its effect is to withdraw the mind from eve'r'y
fentiment of devotion, and to make the acquifition of a few
foreign words and phrafes rank higher than the heartfelt
performance of public worfhip. It may be poffible that

' perfons
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If we eftimate the peculiar advantages of
private and of public tuition, fuppofing each
fyftem to be praticable, with refpe to the
inftrucion of girls in the various branches
of ufeful knowledge, thofe attending the
former plan will be found to prepondetate,
For when that fyftem is adopted, the in-
ftru@ors are commonly under the fuperin<
tendence of the parent of the pupil, or of
fome perfon of the family who poffefles

“much of the authority of a parent; and are

thus kept up to a higher ftandard of a&ive
exertion than is generally to be expe&ed
in a fchool. And as their attention is con-
fined to a very fmall number of pupils,
perhaps to an individual ; their exertions are
likely to be rhore produ&iirc than thofe of
another perfon poﬁ'eﬁ'ed of equal qualifica-
tions, but obliged to diftribute her labours
over a n'umerous clafs, - It may bc added

perfons of complete proﬁcnency in the French language
might ufe the books in queftion without dlﬂ;ra&xon of
thoughtt, or diminution of religious fcrvour. Bt this is
not thre: pmﬁccncy of children,

that
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that a teacher, whofe care is réftried to
three or four, perhapsto fewer fcholars, will-
probably feel a'greater deégree: of refponfi-
bility'as to their advancement, and a fuller:
convi&ion .that_her own credit depends on
the event, than is ufually felt by an inftruc-
trefs at a fchool with refpe& te any parti-
cular fcholar. . The, former, refting her cha-
ralter on the fuccefs of a fingle inftance, is
m;:pelled to beftow proportionate diligence
upon it. The latter, depending on the refult
of many, has lefs at ftake in each. If the
pupils of the former make flow progrefs,
their deficiency cannot fail to be obferved ;
and. they are the only cotemporary teftimo-
nies of fkill and diligence which the has to
produce. The latter, if the improvement
of fome of her fcholars is but {mall, may
hope' that their backwardnefs will efcape
' notice in the crowd; or, at leaft, that it will
be noticed with little difgrace to herfelf
among other and more favourable examples
of her care. 'The former, alfo, if fhe feels,
in an equal degree with the latter, a perni~
cious
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cious propenfity, very general in fchools,
to beftow pains chiefly on thofe children
whofe abilities and quicknefs poirit them ocut
a3 moft likely to do honour to-their inftruc~
trefs, is much lefs at-liberty to indulge it.

Thefe points “of fuperiority in domeftic
tuition over a public fchool muft be coun-
terbalanced, if they are to be ‘counterba-
lanced at all, by the beneficial confequences .
generally expeed to refult from the emu-
lation which is commonly feen to take place
in the fame purfuits. For whatever weight
might remain to be thrown into the oppo-
fite fcale, were the beft method of educating
boys the obje& of enquiry; with refpe& to
the inftrucion of girls, to which alone our
inveftigation relates, there feems no other
peculiar advantage to be alleged by the ad-
vocate of the boarding-fchool. If it be faid
that more fkilful teachers are to be found in
fehools: than can be obtained at home; it
may be replied in the firft place, that the
. affertion
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_affextion i§ by ne :means univerfally true;
_ and,.in the fecond - place; that when it is
_corroborated by fa&s, it can claim little:in-
fluence on the prefent argument. For when
. a.comparifon is made between the benefits
_.which refpe@ively charaQerife the fyftems
, Qf private and of - pubhc education ; it-can-

* . not, be fuppofed to extend beyond thofs

' cafes in, which teachers of competent ability
may be obtamed on either plan. Now the
beneficial confequences of emulation, when

' falrly conﬁdered do not appear by any
" means fuﬂiaent generally to compenfate

 the lofs of the- advantages which have been
feverally {tated- as accompanying the plan

of domef’ue mﬁru&x.on But it is further

"to be obferved, that thefe beneficial confe-

~quences, whatever may be their amount, are
far from being unmixed with evils; with
evils, I mean, that tend dire@ly to leflen,
in fome refpe@s, the colleGtive quantity of
knowledge acquired at the fchiool, and fo
far to counteract the very obje& in pro-
motmg of which the whole excellenice of

2 emulation
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emulation is confeffedly placed by thofe who:
are loudeft in its praife. Fer when the fpi-
rit of competition has feized a fchool, how
often does it happén that, while girls of ta-
lents and refolution ‘are’ puthed oh by thir
ardour to exertions which would fiot dthers
wife have been’ excited and to exertions,

‘be it remembered; which not unffequénfly

impair their health, conftrdin them to a'cefs
fation from the bufinefs of the clafs, and
prove ultimately to have impeded rather
than to have accelerated 'their progrcﬁv. ;

- thofe who are’ diftinguithed by diffidencé

and timidity, and thofe whofe abilities aré
but flender, are depreéffed below their natu-
ral level. Conceiving, or learning by inef-
feGtual trials, that they are unaﬁle to keep
pace with the augmented fpeed of their for—
mer companions; and, too often, finding the
encouraging favour of their téachers dimii
nithed in proportion’ as they need it thé
more, they become lefs and lefs anxious for
the acquifition of knowledge, grow remifs
' ¥ and
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and languid in the. purfuit of it, and fink
into liftlefsnefs, inadtivity, and defpondence.
T LI PR P

_. Emylation, howevei', which from its in-
fluence. pn. the acquifition of knowledge has
neceflprily called for attention in this part
of aur.enquiry, muft not be coldly difmiffed
‘»,\;ﬁfthout,fuxthcr notice. Thofe of its effes,
favourable and.:unfavourable, which have
been already mrentioned, are by far the leaft
important of the.confequences with which
it-.is ac,compamed Whatever may be
thought. by different obfervers, as to- the
cafes and: the degrees in which it enlarges
the fum .of intelleGual attammcnts 5 yet
among - thofe who poflefs and improve op-
portunmes of judging from experience,
‘there furely. can be but one opinion as to
thg general refult of its operation on the
:difpofitions of the heart. The truth is,
:tﬂbat'of all principles of adion it is one of
the.moft dangerous. It ftimulates and nou-
'nﬂxes fome of the darkeft paffions of the

RN g human
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* human mind ; and. fubverts thofe motives;
and undermines thofe fentiments. and affec
tions,which itis one main purpofe of Chrift-
ianity to inculcate and enforce. Self-con-
ceit, a fupercilious contempt of perfons fup-
pofed, and often falfely fuppofed, of inferior
attainments; pronenefs to fufpe&t teachers'
of being prejudiced and partial, and affidu~
ous ‘endeavours to conciliate their favour by:
finefle ; a fecret wifh that it were poffible
- to retard the progrefs of fuccefsful competi-:
tors; an envious defire to detra& from their-
merits; and a gradually increafing averfion:
to their fociety,and indifference to their wel.
fare, are among its ufual effes. . But it will
be faid, that a tendency to thefe malignant.
feelings, thefe artful manceuvres, is inhe-.
rent in human nature ; and that it is unfair .
to load emulation with the guilt. In pagt
the affertion is true.. The embers of the
evil exift deep within us, and will thew:
themfelves under the moft a&ive and faga=
cious efforts to extinguifh them. . But emu-:
lation is the agent which, perhaps at every:

F2 period
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period of life, and undoubtedly in childhood
and )zomh moﬁ ﬁiccefsﬁﬂly fans them into
a flame. - 3 : e

..vAre«Wg;qot,, then, to avail ourfelves, it
will be faid,‘in the procefs of inftrugtion, of
the influenge of comparifon and example ?.
-Is it not lawful, is it not beneficial, to apply:
to children a fimulus, which is.applied with-
out reproach. and with vifible advantage, to
kindle ardour, to roufe exertion, and to con-
firm good condu&, in maturer years?. In
‘the adminiftration of public affairs, in the:
profefional management of bufinefs, in the
proceedings of domeftic life, is it not with
equal:frequency and wifdom that models of
excellence and patterns of demerit are fet
before men engaged in correfponding occu-
pations ; the:former to excite them to- vir-
tue, the latter to deter them from vice?’
Deoes ‘not Revelation itfelf authorife and
fan&ify the practice, when one facred writer’
~ dire@s thefe whom he addrefles to * take
“:the prophets for an example of patient
- fuffer-
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fuffering{r);” and another enjoins his eon-
‘verts to follow himfelf as their enfample(s);
and repeatedly compares his own acquifi-
tions with thofe of others who were em-
ployed in the fame purfuits with himfelf, at
one time declaring that in his youth “ he
« profited more than his equals in years(#);”
and at ‘another, that in his riper age * he
“ was not a whit behind the very chiefeft
“ of the apoftles(«),” inferior in no point, in
labours and in fufferings more abundant{x)?
To compare our own condu& and attain-
‘ments with thofe of others, that we may
the more clearly perceive our defeéts, and
be incited to imitate a meritorious example,
is a practice in many cafes both juftifiable
and ufeful. It is confequently a pracice fit
to be recommended on fuitable occafions,
and with proper explanation, to thofe to
whom we are to impart inftruion. - But

(r) James,v. 10. (s) Phil. iii. 17. . (#) Gal. i 14.
(%) 2 Cor. xi. 5. (%) 2 Cor. xi. 22, 23.

F3 tQ
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to compare that we may imitate, is not the
fame thing 3s to compare that we may rival.
.And emulation includes, not in name only,
-but in reality, the idea and the fpirit of rival-
thip. In this circumftance confifts the dan-
ger and the mifchief of the principle. Rival-
fhip is the nurfe of pride, of envy, of de-
traction, of malevolence. We are all prone
to harbour unkind fentiments towards thofe
by whom we feel ourfelves furpafled, efpe-
cially if we were for fome time level with
them in the race. 'We find it more eafy to
depreciate than to equal them. And to hate’
thofe whom we have injured, is one of thofe
inherent difpofitions of the human heart
which are vifible even in childhood. In the
next place let it not be forgotten, that emu-
lation, as called forth in {chools, is com-
monly direed to fubje@ts widely differing
from thofe in which St. Paul and the other
facred penmen exhorted their difciples to
excel. It is ‘not an emulation in humi-
lity, in patience, in charity, in piety, and
- holi-
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holinefs(y); but in {kill in languages, and -
other branches of knowledge; or more fre-
quently, in merely ornamental accomplifh-
ments. - The convert who ftrove, accotding
to the Apoftle’s dire@ion, to imitate the pro-
pofed pattern of Chriftian virtue, if he was
truly influenced by that religious impreflion
under which he profeflfed to a&, could not
feel genuine emulation. The malignity, the
fpirit of rivalfhip was excluded by the na-
ture of the objet in view, and of the mo-
tives which inftigated the purfuit. So far
was he from being vain of his progrefs- in
religious attamments, that the farther he ad- ‘
vanced, the more confcious was he of the
extent of his deficiencies, and the more

() Thefe are the points in which St. Paul fought, by
praifing the believing Gentiles, “ to provoke the Jews to
* < emulation,” according to the expreffion in our Bible;
or, as the original term (m2galrew) might have been better
rendered, * to excite them to zeal.” IFf it be thought that
emulation, as the term is propetly to be underftood, is
countenangced by this paflage of Scripture; let it alb be
remembered, that * emulations™ {77a) are placed by the
fame apoflle in the dark catalogue of crimes, which exclude
from the kingdom of God. Gal. v. zo, 21.

F 4 humbled
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humbled by that confpioufnefs. So far was
he from withing that it were in his powes
attually to lower the excellences of his fel-
Jow-Chriftian with whom he compared him-
felf, and from feeking to lower them in the
eftimation of others, that he rejoiced in dif-
playing them for geperal edification. And
if at any time he was himfelf made the in-
ﬁr.ﬁrpgnt of advancing them by his counfe}
and encouragement to -higher degrees of
virtue, he beheld with augmented joy the
increafe of their prefent luftre, and the pro-
1pe& of an, addition to their eternal reward.
Is this the temper of mind produced in
fchools and feminaries by emulation? Is
the principle which commonly prodpces the
dire@ly oppofite temper, an agent fafe to be
‘gnipIQch either in a boarding-fchool or in
a private family ? Is it wife, is it Chriftian
~condud, fpontaneoufly and needlefsly to
incur fo great arifk of foftering in the youth-
ful breaft thofe paflions, which, even if they
are combated in early years with the moft
anxigus vigilance, will fhew themfelves but
e . toa
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wo powerful amidft the future ﬂzruggles and
competttxons of life? + '

In carrying on every branch of educa-
tion there is no pra@ical rule more entitled
by its importance to ftedfaft attention than
this: that the pupil {hould be imprefled with
a convi&ion, that whenever fhe is dire&ted
to purfue a particular courfe of ftudy, the
direGion is reafonable; in other words, that
fhe fhould perceive the matter enjoined to
be evidently ufeful in itfelf, or thould be fa-
tisfied that it is required by compgtent au-
thority. When the underftanding is not
ripe enough to comprehend the utility of
- the attainment, let the obligation of com-
pliance be fhewn to reft on the fubmiffion
due to the decifion of parents, and of thofe
who ftand in the place of parents; and let
~ the duty of fubmiffion be clearly traced to
that ftandard of re&itude to which the mind
ought to be habituated from the days of
childhood conftantly to refer—the revealed
word of God. As the faculties open, let

the
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the advantages to.be expeted from the ac~
quifition of the knowledge:in queftion be"
proportionably unfolded. Butin developing -
them let not the inftrucor fail to dwell on
this frequently negle@ted leflon, that their
ufe confifts in the increafed power and op-"
portunities which they afford to their pof-
feffor, of recommending herfelf to her Ma-
ker’s favour by manifefting obedience to his
“laws, and by doing good to her fellow-crea-
tures ; and that, for their faithful application-
to thefe purpofes, the will ftand refponfible
heteafter. When the diligence of the teacher
has ftamped thefe principles,the fundamental
principles of re&itude in all human condud;"
on'the breaft of the fcholar; thenisthe time, -
amidft unceafing care to refrefh the impref-"
fion whenever it feems in any degree to
fail,- then is the time to give that additional
incitement to adtive exertion which may be
derived from theinfluence of example. Then -
let thofe to whom that incitement is necefs -
fary,and to whom it may be addreflfed with~
out danger, be exhorted to compare their-
o awn
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own remiflnefs with the diligence of their
more induftrious companions., But let them -
be diftin&ly and uniformly inftructed -that
the obje&t of the comparifon is to difcover
their own deficiencies, in order that, on

~ principles of duty, they may be correGed,

not to enter into a perfonal conteft for pre-
eminence with the other party; that in con-
templating fuperior merit, they are not to
envy, but to admire ; to copy, not to emu-
late.

To impart to the youthful {cholar thofe
acquifitions wkich are defired either confi-
derably or entirely on the fcore of orna-
ment, conftitutes, as was ftated in the oqut-
fet, the fecond branch of Education. That
this branch of Education is not at prefent
undervalped or negleted .in our own coun-
try, is a fa&, which even a flight know-
ledge of the general proceedings and opi-
nions of parents in the upper and middle :
clafles of fociety would be fufficient to efta-
blith beyond the probability of difpute.

Two
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"Two queftions remain to be propofed. Firft,
whether itis valued and cultivated too much?
Secondly, whether the prevailing modes of
cultivating it are judicious: that is to fay,
whether it is kept {fubordinate, and fuffici-
ently fubordinate, to the primary obje& of
inftruéion, the inculcation of thofe radical
principles on which prefent and future hap-
pinefs depends ; and whether, in the man-
ner as well as in the degree of carrying it
on, due regard is paid to the peculiar cha-
ra&eriftics of the female mind, and to the
impreffions, the errors, and the dangers to
which, in confequence of thofe native pe-
culiarities, the {cholar is expofed? The an-
fwer which muft be given to thefe quef-
tions, an anfwer to be deduced from gene-
ral prattice, not from a few fcattered ex-
ceptions, is not the reply which it were
highly to be wifhed that truth would have
permitted to be returned. In {chools, al-
moft univerfally, and not unfrequently in
domeftic tuition, ornamental accomplith-
ments occupy the rank and eftimation which

ought
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ought to have been affigned to objeds of
~ infinitely greater importance. Not that the
pupil, when. this perverfion of rational ar-
rangement takes place, is exprefsly inftructed
that to acquire and to difplay ornamental
attainments is the firft bufinefs of life. Quite
the icontrary. She is probably tald once-in
a week, perhaps fomewhat oftener, that to.
.do her duty to God and her fellow-crea-
tures in the manner which tHe Bible enjoins,
is the anly object of real confequence; But
what is the effe@ of a dry precept: heard
-periodically from the pulpit or in a le@ure-
-room, and coldly repeated on incidental oc-
cafions by a teacher, to the power of daily
habit? If a girl is treated by her inftru&ors;
- if the is taught to labour and to a& in the
way that would be reafonable ; if-to-improve
in perfonal grace, to ftudy fafhionable'de-
corations of the body and of the mind, were
the appointed purpofes-of her exiftence; #
the is thus treated, if fhe is taught thus to
labour and to act, and with. difpofitions in-
clining her, by a natural bias, to lean towards

3 : - that
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that: perfuafion ;, will a few fhort admori-
tions, formally interfperfed and reluantly.
heard, countera& the danger? Will it be
wonderful if, when the fhall be fet at liberty
from the reftraint of fuperintendents, her
condud in life fhall correfpond to the way
in which fhe was regularly accuftomed to'
a&,rather than to what fhe was occafionally
directed to believe? Is it furprifing that:a
young woman fhould give free {cope to the-
defires which fhe has ever been led to che-
rith ; ‘that fhe fhould  pradife the: arts in
which her childhood was initiated ? s it-
furprifing that {he, when grown up, {hould"
ftarve herfelf into fhapelinefs,and overfpread-
her face with paint, who was trained at a
bearding-fchool to {wing daily by the chin, -
in order to lengthen her neck, and perhaps
even accuftomed, as is fometimes the cafe,’
to peculiar modes of difcipline contrived to.
heighten the complexion? If the was taught-
throughout the whole courfe of her educa-
tion, though not by exprefs precept, yet by
daily and hourly admonitions, which could-
‘ convey
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convey no other meaning, that dancing is:
for difplay,- that mufic is: for difplay, that.
" drawing and French and Italian are for dif~
play; can it be a matter of aftonifhment,.
that during the reft of her life fhe. fhould.
be inceffantly on the watch to fhine and to
be. admired ?

‘Let the importance of a rule which has:
been already fuggefted, and the little regard
which it experiences in many fchools and’
in many private families, be my apology for
recalling it once more to the mind of the
reader. The pupil, whatever may be the
fubje& in which fhe is inftructed, fhould
be led diftin&ly to underftand, as early as
her faculties are equal to the exertion, the
general reafons for which it is' expedient
that the thould attain that particular quali-
fication, and the general purpofes to which,
when attained, it is to be applied. If there
be any cafes in which the obfervance of this
rule is of efpecial moment, it is in thofe in
which, from the natural peculiarities of the

female
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female chara&er,. there exifts a more than
common danger. that the obje for which
- the attainment is fought will be mifcon-
ceived by the {cholar; and that, in confe-
quernce of that mifconception, or of other
probable contingences, the attainment itfelf
will, in procefs of time, become a fource of
formidable temptations. The ornamental
acquifitions which have been fpecified, and
other fimilar accomplithments included with-
in the plan of female education, fall precifely
within this.defcription. Let the pupil, then,
be thoroughly imprefled with a conviGion
of the real: end and ufe of all fuch attain-
ments; famely, that they are defigned, in
the firft .place, to fupply her hours of leifure
with innocent and .amufing occupations;
occupations which may prevent the languor
and the fhares of idlenefs, render home at«
tractive, refrefh the wearted faculties, and
contribute to preferve the mind in a ftate
- of placid cheerfulnefs, which is the mofk
favourable  to fentiments.of bemevolence:to
mankind and. of gratitude to God; and in

: , the

.
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the riext place, to enable her to eommuni-
cate a kindred pleafure, ' with all ifs beniefis
cial’ effe@s, to her family and friends, to'alt
with whom fhe is now, dr may hereafter,
be intimately conne&ed. In addition to
this genéral view of the purpofes of orna-
mentil accomplx{hments, let any prominent
advantage, by which one ‘is diftinguithed
from another, be noted with the degree of
attention which it deferves If, for exam-
ple, the ufes of mufic are explamed let not
its effe@ in heightening devotion be over
. looked If drawing is the fubje@ of re-
mark let the ftudent be taught to contem-
plate in the works of creation, the powet,
the wifdom, and the goodnefs of their Au-
thor. If juft conceptions refpecting the end
of thefe and all fimilar acquifitions are not
feduloufly implanted in the breaft of the
fcholar, ideas of a very different nature will
prevail. And when a young woman fteps
forth into a@ive life, graced with fplendid
accomplithments, and poffefled with an-opi-
nion that fhe is to employ them in outfhining

G her
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her affociates and competitors, her profici~
ency may fitly be to thofe who are truly
concerned for her welfare a matter of for-
row rather than of congratulation.

. “The miftaken opinions refpe&ing the
proper end of perfonal accomplithments,
‘and the extravagant opinians of their worth,
“which either the inculcation of wrong prin-
‘ciples on the fubje@, or the negle& of im-
prefling thofe which are juft, eftablithes in
the-youthful mind, extend their influence
‘to all matters fimilar in their nature to fuch
accomphﬂxments, and capable of being
united with them in promoting one com-
mon’ purpofe. Hence that fondnefs for the
arts of drefs and exterior decoratlon, to
which the female fex, anxious to caIl in
“every adventitious aid to helghten its natwe
"‘elegance and beauty, feels itfelf mchned by
i an inherent blas, is ftimulated and chenihgd
“in"the years of childhood; and inftead of
Bemg feduloufly taught to reftrit _itfelf
w1th1n the bounds whlch reafon and chnf

a . C -
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tian' moderation prefcribe, is trained up to
fill whatever meafure of excefs fhall be dic-
tated by pride, vanity, or fathion. ~ There
are well-intentioned mothers who urge the
neceflity of taking pains to encourage in
their daughters a certain degree of attachs
ment to drefs, of folicitude refpeting the.
form and texture of their habiliments,; left
they fhould afterwards degenerate mto,ﬂa;.
terns. It would perhaps be not lefs reafon-
able ftudioufly to excite in boys a relith far
the tafte of fpirituous liquors, left in procefs
of time they fhould impair their health by
abftemioufnefs. An ancient phllofopher de-
fined woman to be “ an animal, fond Of
,'“ drefs.” And the additional experience
of two 'thoufand years does not appear
greatly to have invalidated his conclufion.
It thould feem, therefore, that w1th refPeCt
to this point, parental anxiety nught repofe
its conﬁdence on the unaﬂiﬁed energies of
Nature. ' But further; there is no rule of
condu& in principle more obje&xonable, no
method of proceeding in pra&xce more un-
wu'e, than to guard againft one evil by en-

G 2 couraging
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couragmg its oppof‘ te. The eagerneﬁ of
men, ever -defirous to obfain its end, of a
part of it end, in the qulcf(e{’c manner, an&
aware how far the rapld mﬂuence of the
Paflions outﬁnps t'he operatlons of argu-
Thent, is at all timeés, dnd on every fubje&
f)tone to' cotnibat efrot ’b}} roufing and che—
riﬂung e‘tnotxoﬁs which téad to the ‘con-
h‘ary extreme. But the vefult of tTus mode
of attack, whether it be directed agalnﬁ falle
b“prnoné which infeft rehglon and pohhcs,
or agam{’c thofe Whlch prevall in the hum-
bler ¢ concerns of private tife, is always to be
dréaded. Either the find is conﬁrmed n
s errors' by percewmg the weaknefs oT thc
means ernployed to expel them or, yleld-
o blindty 1o the new 11npreE on, abandons
s ongma’l mlfconcepnons oiily €6 become
'a pfey £o oppoﬁte 1lluﬁons. Whatevéf’ be
, 'fhe enemy to 'be I'ubdued let him be affail-
+ed Wwith Juﬁlﬁable weapons. Wha&ever be
the: poxfon impibed, ‘let it be encountered
Witk its fpecrﬁc anndote. “The’ danger
which you fear, is 1t ‘that your daughiter
Thay ptove a flattern? Imprefs her with
. . . the
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the advantages, the duty of neatnefs ; train
her in correfponding habits ;. teach her by
precept, and whenever occafion offers itfelf,
by example, the difgufting effets of deviy
ating from them. Attach her thus to the
proprieties without tempting her to the Vae
nities of drefs; fecure the decencxes of her
“perfon without enfnanng her mmd

~ Beauty is a poffeflion fo grateful to every
~ woman, and yet {o produ@ive of hazards
and temptations, that if a young perfon is
thrown into life with her original wifhes
and opinions on that fubje&t uncorreted,
her inftructors will have been neghgent of
their charge in a very important point. To
remind her from time to time of the tranfi
tory and precarious duration of perfonal at-
tractions ; to remind her, that elegance of .
form and brilliancy of complexion are acci-
dental gifts of Nature, beftowed without
xegard to intrinfic excellence in the poffef-
for; to teach her, that they who are admired
chicfly on thofe accountsare either unworthy
G 3 of. -



)

86 ON FEMALE EDUCATION. "

of being valued for better reafons, or ate"
admired only by perfbné whofe approbation

is no praife ; that good fenfe and virtue are

the only qualifications which enfure or de-

ferve lafting efteem; and that a countenance,

lighted up with intelligence and the virtuous

feelings of the heart, will kindle emotions

which mere regularity of features could

never have excited: this is not the lan-

guage of aufterity and morofenefs, but of
truth, of prudence, and of Chriftian duty,

Pre-eminence in rank is likewife a topic
which calls for efpecial admonitions even in
the feafon of youth. Let the pupil, who
finds herfelf in this refpe@ elevated above
her c_ompamons, be led clear]y to apprehend,
and pra@ically to remember, that the dif-
tintions of rank in fociety are inftituted
not for the advantage or gratification of any
individual, but for the benefit of the whole;
that ‘fﬁpériority, confidered with a reference
to'thé individual-who chances to poflefs it,
- is-accompanied with- proportionate duties
. and
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and temptations ; that.to poflefs it implies.
no merit, to be without it, no unwor- .
thinefs ; and that the only important dif-
tin&ions are thofe which involve excellence .
of chara@er and forebode permanent effe@s,"
the diftin&ions of vice and virtue. :

Among children affembled in large bodies
at feminaries of education, many are found
who regulate their deportment to their
fchool-fellows, partly according to the de-
grees of wealth, but efpecially of gentility,
which they conceive to belong to their re-
fpective families. When the parent or re-
lation of any of the {cholars drives up to
the door, they crowd into the windows with
other emotions befides that of fimple cu-
riofity ; and, as the equipage is more or lefs
fhewy.than that in which their own friends
are wont to make their appearance, envy or
exult.. They pry, by ingenious interroga-
tories, into the internal proceedings of .each
other’s home ; and: triumph or rc,p'i’ne,,acf
LY PR S eprding
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" eording to the anfwers which they receive
concerning the number of fervants kept in
the houfe, the magnificence of their liveries,
the number of courfes habitually ferved up
at table, the number of routes given at their
town refidence in winter, the extent of the
gardcas and of the park at the family man-
fion in the country, the intercourfe main-
tained with nobility and people of fathion,
and the connecion fubfifting with the fordid
occupations and degrading profits of trade.
When daughters are educated at home, the
fame paffions reveal themfelves; but being
encountered by the fuperior attention which
ihay there be paid to a girl’s difpofitions,
and wanting the encouragement which they
would have derived in the fchool from-ex-
imple, and from the exercife afforded to
them by a continual fupply of frefh mate-
rials to work upon, they are more eafily
fubdued. Both in public and in private
‘e‘ducation let them meet with that vigilant

a:nd determined oppofition, without which

N they
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they will enflave the heart, and render the
chara&ter a deteftable compound of haugh-
tinefs, malevolence, and infenfibility.

In treating of Education, I have not yet
adverted to the care of health. In the cafe
of children who do not labour under any
particular weaknefs of frame, the concern
which education has with health confifts
" not fo much in pofitive endeavours to pro-
mote, as in cautioufly forbearing to injure
it; not fo much in devifing means to affift
Nature in eftablithing a firong conttitution,
as in fecuring full fcope for the benefit of
her fpontaneous exertions. Debility and
difeafe require peculiar attentions, And
univerfally, the plan of infirution ought
to be fo arranged as nét to clath with the
acquifition or the prefervation of a blefling
which, whether comfort or utility be con-
fidered, claims a place among the foremoft
attainable on earth. So intimate is the con-
netion, fo general the fympathy, between
the body and the mind, that the vigour of

: the
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the former feems: not-only to remove obfta-
cles to the operations of the latter; but even .
to communicate to its powers an' acceflion -

of ftrength. 'Wholefome food, early hours,

pure air, and bodily exercife, are inftru~
ments not of health only, but of knowledge.- -

Of thefe four indifpenfable requifites in
every place and mode of education, the
two firft are feldom overlooked ; in {chools

the two which remain frequently do not -
awakcn the folicitude which they deferve.
Is pure air to be found in the heated atmo-

fphere of low and crowded rooms? Is it

exercife to pace once in a day in proceflion”

down a ftreet or round a fquare; or in re-

gular arrangement to follow a teacher along
the middle walk of a garden, forbidden to

deviate to the right hand or to the left? Pale
cheeks, a languid afpe@, and a feeble frame,

anfwer the queftion ; and prognofticate the ’

long train of nervous maladies which lie in

wait for future years. It is not neceflary

that girls thould contend in the hardy amufe~
ments which befit the youth of the other
fex.
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fex. Butif you wifh that they fhould pof- -
fefs, when women, a healthful conftitution, -
fteady fpirits, and a ftrong and alert mind ;
let a&ive exercife in the open air be one of -
their daily recreations, one of their daily -
duties (z). '

(z) For the purpofe of encouraging a propenfity to fa-
lubrious exercife in the open air, it feems defirable that girls:
thould be allowed, when educated at hame, and if poflible,
when placed in fchools, to poffefs little gardens of their own,
and to amufe themfelves in them with the lighter offices of
cultivation. The healthinefs of the employment would
amply compenfate for a few dagged frocks and dirtied
gloves. Befides, an early relith for domeftic amufements
lays the foundation of a domeftic chara&er. The remem-
brance of delights experienced in childhood difpofes the -
mind in riper years to purfuits akin to thofe from which
the recolle@ed pleafures were derived.



CHAP. V,

ON THE MODE OF INTRODUCING YOUNG
WOMEN INTO GENERAL SOCIETY.

WHEN the bufinefs of education, whe-
ther condué’ted at home or at a pubhc fe-
minary, draws towards a conclufion, the
next obje¢t that occupies the attention of
the parent is what fhe terms the introduc-
tion of her daughter into the world. Eman-
cipated from the thackles of inftruion, the
young woman is now to be brought for-
ward to a& her part on the public ftage of
life. And as though liberty were a gift un-
attended with temptations to unexperienced
youth; as though vivacity, opennefs of heart,
the confcioufnefs of perfonal accomplith-
ments and of perfonal beauty, would ferve
rather to counteract than to aggravate thofe
temptations ; the change of fituation is not .

unfre-
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unfrequently heightened by every poﬁit}lc
aid of contraft. -Pains are taken, as it were, to
contrive, that when the dazzled firanger fhall
ftep from the nurfery and the le@ure-room,
the fhall plinge at once into a fleod of va-
nity-and diffipation. Mewed up from every
prying gaze, taught to believe that her firft
appeardnce is the fubject -of univerfal ext
pe&ation, tutored to beware above all things
Of't&niﬂaihé the luftre of hér zt'tra&ion’s'ﬁi
maivaife honte, imulated thh deﬁrc to out=
thine her equalsin age and rank the butns
with impaticnce for the’ hour of dlfplaylng
her perfe@tions ; till at length 1nt0x1¢ated
beforehand with- anticipated ﬁattenes, the
is launched in the pride ‘of ornament, on
fome occafion of feftivity ; and from that
tithe forward thinks by day and dreams by
night of amufements, and of drefs, and of
comphments, and of admirers,

s s

1 believe this picture to convey no exag-
gerated reprefentation of the ftate of things
which is often witnefled in the higher ranks
o of
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.of fociety.. . I fear; too, that it is a-piGure
to which the pra&ice of the middle ranks,
:though at prefent not fully correfponding,
“bears a continually increifing refemblance.
',The extreme, hoWever; which has been de-
fcribed; has, like every other extreme, its
\éppoﬁte._ There are mothers who p’rofgfs
to-inifiate their daughters, almoft from the
cradle, into what they call the knowledge of
life; and pollute the years of childhood with
an mi’ulled attachment to the card-table;
‘with - habits- of flippancy and pertnefs, de-
nommated wit; with an “ eafinefs” of man-
ners, which ought to be named eﬁ"rontcry ;
and w1th a knowledge of tales of feandal
unfit to be menuoned by -any one but in a
“court of juftice. Both thefe extremes are
“moft dangerous to every thing that is va-
luable in the female charatter; to every
thing on which happinefs in the prefent
world and in a future world depends. But
~ of the two the latter is the more pernicious.
In that fyftem war is carried on almoft from
mfancv, and carried.on in the moft deteft-

able
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able manner, againft female delicacy and

innocence. In the former, that delicacy
and that innocence are expofed under the
greateft difadvantages to the fudden influ-
ence of highly falcinating allurements,. It
may be hoped however, that, coming to the
encounter as yet little impaired, they may
have fome chance of efcaping without fe-
vere injury. At any rate, be this chance
ever fo fmall, it is greater than the proba-
bility, that when affailed from their earlieft
dawn, by flow poifon inceffantly admi-
niftered, they thould ultimately furvive.

- To accuftom the mind by degrees to the
trials which it muft learn to withftand, yet

to fhelter it from infidious temptations,

while it is unable to difcern and to thun
the {nare, is the firft rule which wifdom

~fu‘ggelf’ts with regard to all trials and tempta-

tions whatever. To this rule too much at-
tention cannot be paid in ‘the mode of in-

troducmg a young woman into the com—
mon habits of focial intercourfe. Let hpr

not
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‘not be diftra@ed i the years by nature
| _particularly defigned for the cultivation of
the. nnderf’candmg and the acquifition of
‘knowledgc, by the turbulence and glare of
polite amufements : nor be fuffered to tafte
the draught which the world offers to her,
till the has learnt, that if there is {weetnefs
on ~the {furface there is venom deeper in the
“eups. and is fortified with thofe. principles
of temperance and re€t1tude which may
guard her agaln"c unfafe 1ndulgence Let
'vanity, and other unwarrantable fp;mgs of
a@ion, prompt, at all times, to ‘exert their
influence on the female chara&er, and at no
j'hme hkely to exert’ an influence more dan-
gerous than when a young woman firft ﬁeps
into public life, be curtailed, as far as may be
fafely pradticable, of the powerful affiftance
6F novelty. Altogether to preclude that
:aﬁiﬁance is 1mpoﬁ'1ble But it may be dif-
armed of much of its force by gradual fa-
mlharlty ‘Let that gradual famlharlty take
'p1acé ander the fuperintendence of Parents
’\aﬁd near rélauons, and of ﬁ'xen&s of “ap-
TR R R TR T |
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proved fobriety and difcretion. Let riot thé
young woman be configned to fome fathion-
able inftru@refs, who, profefling at once te
add the laft polifh to education, and'to ihe
troduce the pupil into the beft company,
will probably difmifs her thirfting for admi-
fation; inflamed with ambition; devoted té
drefs and amufements; initlated in the
fcience and the habit of gaming; and pre
pared to deem every thing right and indif-
penfable, which is or fhall be recommended
by modith example. Let her not be aban=
‘doned in her outfet in life to the giddinefs
and miftaken kindnefs of fathionable ac-
‘quaintance in the metropolis, or forwarded
under their convoy to. public places, there
to be whirled, far from maternal care and
admonition, in the circle of levity and folly.
Let parenital vigilance and love gently point
out to the daughter, on every convenient
occafion, what is proper or improper in the
condu@ of the perfons of her own age, with
whom the is in any degree converfant, and
alfo the grounds of the approbation or dif-
H approbation
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approbation expreffed. Let parental coun-
fel and authority be prudently exercifed in
gegulating the choice of her affociates. And
~ at the fame time that fhe is habituated to
vrcg‘g.rd diftin@ions of wealth and rank,as
clrcumﬂ:ances ~wholly unconne@ted” with
perfonaI ‘worth; et her companions be in
general peither much above her own level,
f;gﬁch below 1t‘ leﬁ: the ihbuld be. led
Qo ape the opmxons, the folhes, and thc €Xx
qqﬁy:enefs of perfons in a ﬁatlon higher
than her. ewn, of,, m her mtercourfe with
thqfe Qf humblcr ;ondrmon, to aﬁ'ume Airs of
contemptnons and domineering fuperiority.
 Solicitude on the part of parents, to. confult
t.be waia.re. of their child in thefe Ppoints,
will ;probably. be attgnded with afurther
gonfequence .of na. fmaJL bendit to them-
felvesy . ‘when. it perfuadcs them to:an en-
creafed slegree of cxrcumfpe&wn as to-the
vifitors-whom they.encourage at hogne,ax{d
the. fomety -which they frequent abroad

X
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ON F!MAI.! CONVERSATION ANP El’ls‘
TOLARY CORRBSPONDBNCE

CONVERSATION is an index to the mind;
“ Out of the abundance of the heart the
mouth fpeaketh(s).” The obfervation is
true, not only when referring to thofe who
ufe the language of opennefs and ﬁncenty;
but alfo'when applied to the referved man
and ‘the diffembler. Clofenefs indicates difs
truft; and often, by -fharpening cunoﬁty,
eaufés the difcovery of what is meant’to bé
concealed. Art fooner or later 'drops the
mafk, or gives ample proof that fhe: wears
one,  If it be admitted, conformably td
generdl ‘opinion, that female ﬂuency in'dif
Coitric 14 greater and more pm{&verlng thant
that of the other fex; it behoves wometr €hi&

(a) Matt. c. xii. v. 34: |
H2 ~  more
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more fteadily to remember, that the foun-
“tain will be eftimated according to the
ftream: that if the rill runs babbling along,
fhallow and frothy, the fourcé will be deem-
ed mcapa,blc of fupplying an ampler cur-
“yent: “that if the former is muddy, bitter,
" and corroﬁve, its oﬁ'enﬁvenefs will be af-
cribed to the ;nhercnt qualities of the latter.
.- Amvong the faults which' it- is ufual ta
hear laid to the charge of young women,
when female difcourfe is canvafled, vanity,
affe@ation, and frivoloufnefs, feem to fur-
- gifh- the “moft prevailing. theme of cen-
fure, *'That in a great number of inftances
 the cenfure-is warranted, cannot be denied.
~ And evety young woman qught to beware,
left theré¢ thould be- ground for applying it,
~ with juftiee, to hetfelf. For; if it fhould be
with juftice applied t¢ her, let hier be affured,
that whatevér may be the: circumftinces of
- palliation by which apart iof the blame.may
‘be transferred elfewhere, there will yet be,
in' the moft -favourable cafe, a- large refi-
Rt K 5 dium,)
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dium, for .which fhe. pught. to be,-and mut,
He ‘perfonally “xefpenfible .- Buyt.it js..po,
more than cominon sandéuc to. avow, 'that:
in!gddition w shols defects which frequents
ly fubfift in the plan of fomasle educdsion,
there is another caufe. th whick &.partion of
this; vasity, and of its concomitant habits,
ind: erross, .muft be afsribed ; ,namely, the
ijudicions and reprchenﬁblc behavaou: Of
thr other fex.

T»he ﬂ?ylc andkind of conwerfatmn,m whxcli
faen very gencrally indulge themfelves to» -
wards unmarried women, not unfrequently
towards married women, and ‘towards no
women fo much as towards thofe who have
been vecently. introduced. into public, are
fuch as would lead an indifferent auditor to
conolude, either that their own intélleGual
- powers were very. flender; or, that they re-
. gaded-the perfons.to whom they were . di-
vedling theit. difcourfe, as. nearly devoid of
underflanding. . For, antecedently to expe-
Tience, could it appear probable that-a_man

[3

0' # ) H3 Of
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of “fétif¥] s4hien ' converfing with a: woman.
whibth “He “deeiiied * to ﬁé{fefs a ‘cultivated
mitid; Would ftudy; as ‘it fhould' feem, ito-
fhuti t‘véi'y‘fub_]é& of difcourfe which might’
afford {tope: for the exercife of reafor | that
hig“whole aim would apparently be, to ex-
cit¢ ‘nioify gaiety founded on nothing; to
éall forth 4 coritet” of puny ‘witticifim and -
flippant tepartee ; to difcufs the merits of
caps’ Emd ‘colours, and eflences and fans}
and t¥ inftoxicate the head, and beguile the
heitt; by “every mode and every extrava-
gancé of compliment ? Yet fuch is the fort
of tonvétfation daily to be heard; and not -
in puBlrc places only,’ ‘but in privaté fami- -
lies; and not only from the giddinefs of
empty omxg men, but from .men of ma~
turer years, and of a more fober caft ;" men '
who, themfelves, ‘have daghters about to
be mtroduced into the world, and. are them-
felves known, in thexr ferious moments, to
lament, and to lamént with, ﬁncénty, the
-temptatxons and’ daﬂgéts by which ' thofe’
daughters, when mtroduced, are th be'af

: failed.
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failoda . The offelts -9F fich tretmentiand
intercourfe-on young gwomen..ave.deeply: .,
and.permanently mifchievous.. She-wha ig .
already.vain, frivolans, and affected, inftead ~
" of deriving from the. behaviour which fhe,
experiences from the other fex matives apd.- ;
encouragements to “improvement, is.con- .
firmed in her faults more and more;.and
learns to continue from principle what, per-
haps,. originated in thoughtleflnefs.’ -And ..
fhe ;who at prefent is not tin@ured; with., .
thefe failings, is in conftant hazard either of
beiog enfnared by sthe familiarity of ex-
anqyk,,,a.nd by the comparative dafxegard: .
fheyn tq thofe excellences with which, the
is endowed; or of contralting ad;fppﬁnon\:'
cqua,llyxerqmc from feminine dlﬁidem;e and ", .
admu:e (hcr own acq{iiﬁtxons 5 to, rePc thh
prou;i confidence in her own Judgment ‘of
pe;gonanpd things;, and to reprehend mth
ceqfapquﬁmefs, or expofe with farcaﬁxc Ti-
dxc;;lci,the manners. ;uul the< Qhara&e;s of
her, acguaintance, Xoung women. ygxll an
baiiak H 4 wifely
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wifely.iniremaiphsring: that men’ wlho -are
addifed to this fiyle of converfation, . aud
profufe in:the language of :complimentary
aAgemiym, are found in genéral: to -be inw
difcriminate fatterets; and to applaud with-
out imveard approbation: and that, if fingle
mans Ahey: are often:among the leaft likely
to,hame  their affe@ions ferionlly engaged,
and the lealt worthy to poﬁ'efs the. aﬁ‘e&ioni
of another.!. ; . . .. :
,"°I T SRR f i :
- Bt whlle, ‘on. the one. hand weallow
to syoung wdinen the full. benefit of every
bpology-that can be derived from:the im=
proper behavicur and example of the othes
fex in.the:points under confideration ; truth
fequires us, on the other hand, to obferve
that! this very behaviour on the part of men;
which. ha¢'been’ juftly reprehended, ‘is'fred
qaently called forth and encouraged by the
favourable reception which it ‘is feen 'ta
Axeate, o Beauty delights ‘to -hear its owl
pfaiff& Where- beatity does not captivate
' the" cotintetiance, ‘grace and" elegance

Ciopa i may
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may fakcinate in .the perfon: :and grace
and elegance do not- yield to beauty:in the
dsfire of admiration. - Where neither beauty;
nor grace and elegance have beenliberabof
their gifts, vanity i at’hand to Thaghify
every the moft flender token of théir’boutis
ty ; and liftens with open ears to°theap:
plaufes which fhe imagines’ herfelf t6 “de-
- {erve; 'and with flill’ greater eagernefs'td
thofe, her title to which fhe had previsufly
doubted. If perfonal attraions have been
fo fparingly beftowed, as nieither 1o “leave
room for:the expe@ation of fincere €ncos
mitm, nor even for the delufive dreams: of
hope, in which the fancy s prone! to1ins
dulge ; ~the love of compliment has:yet
ather. fources of gratification. Shewyiaes
complifhments become the ground oa which
the- tribute of panegyric is claimed : and: the
tribute once evidently claimed, will -be: re«
gularly. paid by .conviction ot by politenefs.
Hence it is that. among a large propostion
of young .women, and efpecially anjong
thofe -who. are not {emarkahle for::the
A : : ftrength
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firapgth.of theirunderanding,and whohave ;;
n0t hegnraccuftoined. to'eftimate, the sworth . 4
of ngg&a according to the ftandandiof vear .
fon, and. religion, -comverfation londed; with .:
faverigy, as filly.is they are grofe, toaoften ;¢
finds welcome hearers. . Hence, alfo; it ia.cc
confified .incircles of this def¢ription; to. i
feenes, topics, and-incidents which-etmbrace .
kittle ore thap the amufementaof the: pres.: .:
ceding-or of the enfuing afterngon ; Tthe i
Jooks.and the drefs of the prefent company .
ot of their acquaintance; petty anecdotes - .,
of the. neighbourhood, and local.fcandal,,
Is it wonderful then that the with.prevalent .
in moft men, and efpecially in young men,, i
to render themfelves acceptable infosial . :
intercourfe to the female fex, ﬂw,ould . bg-,- 2
fray them into.a mode of behaviour which
thiey. perceive to be {o generplly. Welepmg? 4
Is is-wonderful that he who difcavess tri-: |
fling to be the way to pleafe, thould beeome:> )
a trifler; that he wiro by. the ‘cafual Angres. i
du&ma of a {ubje&y which . fegrmdﬁto cdll 5
upon.the reafon to exert itfelf; haa-bsought..s
roopie g an
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an Ominous yawa ovet the countenanté &6f*
his fair auditor, Thould: giravd againf aved
petition of the offence 7°* But it'is not oiily
to worner of moderate’ ¢apiacity, that hours'
ef trifling andflippant convetfation are foitall”
acceptable; .. To thofe ‘of fupetior “takénts”:!
they are not unfrequently known to givea™
degree of “eatertainment,” greater than -6fi* -
flight confideration we might have e)'cp%"&i o
ed. "'The' matter, however,“may eaﬁl)?be
explained. - Many women who ate enddw=""
ed with ftrong mental powers ate litdle fn-
clined to 'the trouble of exerting them. 1
They ‘Jove to indulge a’ fupine vacmty oi’
thought ;' liften to nonfenfe without "diZ "
fatisfa@tion, becaufe to Tiffent to'it requires ~
no effort ; 'neither fearch ior prompt others -
to fearch ‘deéper thin the furface of thé
pafling topic of difcourfe ; and were it‘#ot
for an occafional remark that indicites' dxtﬁ
cernmient, or a look of! intelligence which
gleams : through the - litlefinefs of floth;’
wolld featoely be fufpedéd of judgement
and::penetration. . While ' thefe perﬁ:ﬁi' -

b rarcly
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rarely: feem in. the comman intercounic of.
life to turn their abilities tatheadvantags eir
ther of themflves or of their frignds;.nthens,
gifted with equal talents, are:tempted. tp.
mifapply them by the confcioufnefs-of pof-
fefling them., Vain of their powersand .of
their dexterity in the ufe of them,. they.
.cannot refift the unpulfe ‘which they feel
m lead a pert and coxcombical young mtan,
‘whenever he falls in their way,. to_expofe
}, hunfelf The prattle which they defplfe, they
encourage; becaufeitamufesthem by rendex-
_ipg the {peaker ridiculous. .. They lead him
on, unfufpicioué of their defign, and fecretly
pluming himfelf on the ‘notice which he
attrads, and on his own happy talents of
repdering himfelf agreeable, and . delighted
the moft when he is moft the abjed of de-
(nﬁon, from’ one ftep of folly to another.
- By, degrees they contra& an habxtual relith
- for the ftyle of converfation, which enables
‘them at once to difplay,their .Ovs"q‘, w;t,apd
1o gratify their, paflion for, mirth, and their
”taﬁe for the. ludictous. They: become -in»
R wardly
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'Wai'd%y ‘impdtient whim it flags ; and more

ifpatient wheh it meéts withi interruption.

And' if 2 man. of grave afpe@ and more

wrakeful ‘réflc@ion prefumes to ftep ‘with-
is ‘the ‘circle, they affail the unwelcome
infruddr - with s volléy of brilliant  rail-
lery and fparkling repartee,” which bears
down knowledge and learning before it;
. and convulfé' the delighted auditors with
‘peals’ of lamghter, while he libours in hxs
heavy accoutrements after his hght-armed
“antagonift, and receives at every turfi’a
ﬂwwtr of arrows, which he can ‘neither
arry not wnhﬁand o P
“From the remarks which have been miade
on ‘the frivoloufnefs of language and fén-
“timent 'which often appears agréeable to

“"women ; arid even to wonien who are quah—

-

“fied both to comnturiicaté and to enjdy t the
lug'hefc pléafures of converfation whxch
L can’Row from cultivated minds; Tet it riot
“be inferred, that the mixed difcourfe either

»wa female fociety, or of young perfons of the

A"
3

et two
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two:fexes, is to refemble the difcuflions of
a.board of philofophers; and that eafe and
gaiety, and laughtes and' wit, are to be pro-
feribed as invetéfate enemies of fobriéty and
good fenfe. Let eafe exempt from affe@a-
tion, gaiety prompted by innocence, bughs
ter the effufion of ingenuous delight, and
wit unftained with any tinQure of malevo-
lenee, enliven the- hours of focial eonverfe.
But let it not be thought that their enliven-.
ing: influence is unreafonably curtailed, if
good. fenfe be empowered at .all times to:
fuperintend their proceedings ;- and-if fo<
briety be authorifed fometimes to-interpofe: 1
topics, which may exercife and impwveé
t.he facultxes of the nnderﬂandmg. :

A;t the clofc o£thefe remarks on female
Qﬁuﬁrfauon, it imay be allowable “to' fisbs’
join a few words on a ‘kindred ‘fabje&,
epiftolary correfpondence. - Letters which’
 pafs. between men, commonly relate in &’
greater: or a lefs: degree to aGtual bufinels.:
Exen young men, -on 'whom the:cares’ of’
pror life




4. W . TR

ZPISTOLARY GQRRESROXDENCE: A1f
life are-nonyst devolved in their full weight;

will frequently be led;to enlarge to theix

abfent.friends on topics not only of eniln-
terelling, nature, butalo of a ferious.caft:s
on:the fludies which. they.are refpetively
purfuing; en the. advantages and difadvan-
tages Qf, the, profeﬂion to which. the one -or
the othems deftined ; . on the circumftances
ygh;ch appear likely. to foeward or to im«
pede the fuccefs -of each: in . the world:
The ferioufnefs of the:fubje@, ‘therefore;
has a-tendency, though atendency which,
1 admit; is.not always fuccefsful, to giard

' thie -writér . from an affe@ed and artificial

ftyle, -:Young women, whofe minds’are
comparatively unoccupied by fuch ‘eon~
cerns, are fometimes found to want in their
correfpondence, - a -counterpoife, if .not’to
the defire of hining, yet to'the quicknefs
of - ifegination,. and . occafionally; to the
quicknefsof feeling, ‘natoral ‘to their- fex.

‘Hence they are expofed to.peculiar danger,
~a dangeriaggravated: by the nature of forme-

Of tbe Afathionable. topics ;which will pra-t
"o ceed
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ceed from engroffing converfation to em-
ploy the pen, of learning to clothe their
thoughts in ftudied phrafes; and even of
lofing fimplicity both of thought and ex-
preflion in florid, refined, and fentimental
parade.  Frequently, too, the defire of
fhining intermingles itfelf, and involves
them in additional temptations. They are
ambitious to be diftinguifhed for writing,
as the phrafe i3, good letters. Not that 3
lady ought not to write a good letter. But
a lady, who makes it her ftudy to writea
good letter, commonly produces a compofia
tion to which a very different epithet ought
to be applied. "Thofe letters only are good,
which contain the natural effufions of the
heart, exprefled in unaffe®ed language.
Tinfel and glitter, and laboured phrafes, dif-
mifs the friend and introduce the authorefs.
From the ufe of ftrained and hyperbolical
lmguage, it is but a ftep to advance to that
which is infincere. But though that ftep
be not taken, all that is pleafing in letters
vmtmg is already loft. And a far heavier
lofs
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lok-is to be dreaded, the lofs of fimplicity
of manners and charaer in other points.
For when a-woman is habitually betrayed
into an artificial mode of proceeding by
vanity, by the defire of “pleafing, by efro-
neous judgément, or by any other caufe ;

‘can it be improbable that the fame caufe

thould extend its influence to other parts
of her condu&, and be prbduive of fimi-
lar effets ? In juftice to the female fex,
however, it ought to be added, that when'’
women of impx‘oved'lihderl’cahdihgs write
with :fimplicity, and employ their pens in
~more rational ' way ‘than retailing’ the
{hapes of head-dreffes and | gowns, and en-
couraging each other'in vamty, their letters
are in fome refpe@s particularly pleafing..
Being unencumbered with grave dquuxﬁ-
tiens, they poflefs a peculiar eafe; and fhew
with fingular clearnefs the délicate features:
and fhades, which dxﬂmguifh the mmd of '
the writer. ¢ ‘

‘.in’



[ 514}

'~ CHAP VIL

REMARKS ON PROPENSITY TO IMI-
- TATION.

On Drefs.

A'r the age when young women are in-
troduced into general fociety, the characer,
even of thofe who have been the beft in-
ftru&ted, is in a confiderable degree unfixed.
The full force of ternptauon, as yet known,
only by report, is now to be learned from
hazardous experience. Right principles,
approved in theory, are to be reduced from
fpeculatlon into pra@tice. Modes of con-
: du& Wlfely chofen and well begun, are to
be conﬁrmed by tb.e mﬂuence of habit..

New fcenes are to be witnefled ; new opi- -

nions to be heard; new examples to be
. obferved ; new dangers to be encountered.
' The
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The refult of a very few years at this fea
fon of lifé, in almoft every cafe, powerfully
affe@s, and in many cafes unequivocally de-
¢ides, the tenor of its future courfe. Un-
fortunate are thofe individuals who, at this
critical period, being deftitute of the coun-
fel of judicious friends, or too giddy to give
it a patient hearing, or too opinionated to
teceive it with kindnefs, advanée unaided
to the trial ; and are left blindly to imbibe
the maxims, and imitate the pr0ceediﬁgé,

of the thoughtlefs multitudé around them.

- A propenfity to imitation' is natural to
the human mind, and is attended with
various effé@s highly favourable to human
happinefs. 'To childhood it is a perpetual
fource of knowledge, gained without labour
and without reluGtance. In riper years it
continues to inftruct; it produces fuch a
degree of conformity between the manners
and condu@ of different individuals, as
maintains the harmony of {ociety, notwith-
ftanding the clathing purfuits and preten-
‘12 fions

-
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fions which agitate the world; and con-
tributes, in fubordination- to higher prin-
ciples, to conciliate thofe who have ex-
perienced a fudden elevation or depreflion
of fortune, to the habits and comforts of
their new condition.  This propenfity
- fhews. itfelf with efpecial ftrength in the
female fex. Providence, defigning from
the beginning, that the manner of life to
be adopted by women fhould in many
refpe@s ultimately depend, not fo much on
their own deliberate choice, as on the de-
termination, or at leaft on the intereft and
convenience of the parent, of the hufband,
or of fome other near conne&tion ; has im-
planted in them a remarkable tendency to
conform to the wifhes and example of thofe
for whom they feel a warmth of regard
and even of all thofe with whom they are in
famlhar habits of intercourfe. In youth
when the feelings of the heart are the moft
hvely, and e{’cabhfhed modes of proceedmg
are not yet formed, this principle is far.
n_xo:e powerful than in the more advanced
perxods

.« .. <
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periods of life. "As-the mind, in obeying
the impulfe of this principle, no lefs than’
in following any other of its' native or ac--
quired tendencies, is capable of being en-
fnared into errors and excefles; the feafon

of youth, the feafon when the principle it--

felf is in‘its greateft firength, and when it
has yet derived few leffons from refle@ion
and experience, is the time when error and ,
excefs are moft to be appréhended. ' In

youth, too, when the love of admiration’
and the dread of fhame are unimpaired,
there are few fubje@s and occafions fo likely
to produce error ‘and excefs, as thofé in
which clofenefs ‘of imitation is deeined the
road to refpe® and applaufe; and even
fmall degrees of fingularity are fuppofed to
entail confiderable difgrace. Let thefe cir-
cumftances be duly recolleed, and we fhall
not greatly wonder that women in general,
and efpecially very young women, feel ani

‘extreme repugnance to fall fhort of their

neighbours in compliance with every fathion

of the day not palpably criminal ; and that

13 . fo
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fo many are led-with open eyes by the -at-
4 t;'gétion pf prevailing cuftom, indifcrimi-
nately to ‘copy the pattern fet before them
by their equals and their fuperiors; and af-
ter following the crowd through unceafing
fluctuations of vanity, of folly, of pride, and
- of extravagance, to attend it, to {ay the leaft,
to_the confines of vice; |

.;Bﬁt' circumftances, which may not ex-
cite wonder, are not the lefs on that account
to be lamented. Error and xmfcondu& are
not to be guarded agamﬁ the lefs, becaufe,
ﬁ'om the weakncfs of human nature, and
the force of temptanon, they may be likely
to occur. The known probability of an
undeﬁrable event is an addmonal reafon for
v1gllance and clrcumfpe&mn. If life is a

,f;ate of trial, the more eafily a young wo-/

man may be betrayed into a fault, the morg
ought the to be fortified againft it by friend-
: ly admomnon I dwell the longer on thefe
yery obv1ous truths, becaufe perfons of
worth and underﬁandmg appear fometnnes

to
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to. give currency to a miftaken and perni-
cious opinion,that follies and failings nataral,
as the phrafe is, to certain periods of life,
ar to pérfonsg in dertain fituations, are of no
great moment: and though, if driven to
exprefs their fentiments refpeQing any fuch
point of condu@, they mention it: with a
degree of blame; yet they pafs over the
matter lightly, ‘and feem not to think it
neceflary to give themfelves or:others much
teouble about it.

.. I things which in- themfelves are indif-

ferenty cuftom is generally the proper guide;
-and: obftinately to refift its authority, with

refpe& to circumftances-of that def¢ription,
is commonly the mark either of weaknefs
or of arrogance. The variations of drefs,
as in:countries highly polifthed frequent va-
riations will exift, fall within its jurifdiGtien.
And as long as the prevailing modes remain
intrinfically indifferent; that is to fay, as
long as in their form they are not tinGtured
with 'mdélicacy, nor in their coftlinefs are
| 14 - inconfiftent
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inconfiftent with the ftation or the fortune:
of the wearer; fuch a;degree of conformity -
to them, as is fufficient to preclude the ap:
pearance of particularity, is reafonable and-
becoming. It :is:modeftly to. acquiefce in:
the decifion ‘of others, ona fubje& upon
which. they have at leaft, as good a title.as
ourfelves ta decidé, and upon which they

have sot decided amifs.: - When other un=
~ obje@ionable modes are generally eftablifh-
ed, the fame reafoning indicates the pro-
priety of acceding to them. But it neither
~ fuggefts por juftifies the pra&ice: of adopt-
ing fafhions, which intrench either on the
principles. of decency, or on the rules: of
. reafonable frugality. Fafhions of the for-
mer kind are not unfrequently introduced
by the fthamelefs, of the latter by the pro-
qué ;-and both are copied by the vain and.
‘the inconfiderate. But deliberately to copy
either, is to thew that delicacy, the chief
“graceof the ferale charader; and ceconomy,
the {upport not merely of honefty alone,
but of generofity, are deemed objedts only

s ‘ of
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of fecondary importance. 'Among the modes
of attire more or lefs inconfiftent with femi-
nine modefty, thofe which ape the garb of
the other fex are to be claffed (2). - Their unz
pleafing effe@ is heightened by additional
dreumftances which very commonly attend
them, and are deﬁgned perhaps to ﬂrength-

(a) From the account which Dr. Henry gives of Englith
manners and cuftoms at different periods, both fexes among
our anceftors appear to have been as much attached to coft-
linefs, variety, and, I may add, abfurdity in'drefs; as their
cotemporaries abroad, and each fex commonly as much as
the other... Fram the two following paffages, however, in
his Hxﬁory, it may be inferred, that at one period, namely,
in the reign of Henry the eighth, the men exceeded the wo-
men ‘in extravagance and ficklenefs.  The drefs of the
“ period,was coftly, and in its fathions fubje& to frequent
“ fluttuations: fo coftly, that the wardrobes of the nobility
“ in fifty years had encreafed to twenty times their former
i value fo changeable, that the capricious inconftancy of
¢ the national drefs was quaintly reprefented by the figure
¢ of an Englithman, unclothed, in a mufing pofture, with
¢ fheers in his hand and cloth on his arm, perplexed amidft
¢ anultiplicity of fathions, and uncertain how to devife his
¢ garments.” Vol. vi. p. 661. * The attire of females
¢ was becoming and decent, -fimilar in its fathion to their
« prefent drefs, but lefs fubjc& to change and caprice,”
Ib. p. 663.

-
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en the refemblance; a mafculine air and
deportment, and mafculine habits.of addrefs.
apd familiarity. To thofe whom higher
motives would not deter from exhibiting or
following fo prepofterous an example, it
may not be ineffeGtual to whifper, that: fhe:
who conceives that to imitate the habili-
ments of perfons of the other fex, is a pro-
bable method of captivating them, is not a
little: unfostunate in her conjeGture. Let
her afk herfelf, in what manner fhe would
be imprefled by the appearance of a young
man ftudioufly approaching in“his drefs to
tlje model of her own ; and fhe will not be
at a lofs to eftimate the repulfive influence
of her accoutrements on thofe whom tfhe
copies. Beauty, it is true, may remain at-
tractive in the midft of abfurd and uncouth
decorations: it is attractive, however, notin
confequence of them, but in fpite of them ;
and it attralts with force- fingularly dimi-
nifhed by the medium through which. it has
chofen to operate. And thofe men who
expe@ in women qualities more eftimable

I than
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than perfonal ‘charms, -are prone to draw
unfavourable canclufions as to the unders.
ftanding or the difpofitions of one whe.
proves herfelf fo little attached to the pro-
prieties natural to her fex ; and if they arg;
betrayed by inadvertence into the language
of compliment, can {carcely reftrain emo-
tions of difguft from rifing in their hearts.

In the next place, it is to be obferved,
that the principles which recommend fuch
a degree of compliance with eftablifhed
fathions of an unobje@ionable nature, as is
fufficient to prevent the appearance of par-
ticularity, cannot be alleged in defence of

_thofe perfons who are folicitous to purfue

exifting modes through their minute rami-
fications, or who feek to diftinguith them-
felves as the introducers of new modes.
Ficklenefs, or vanity, or ambition, is the
motive which encourages fuch defires; de-
fires which afford prefumptive evidence of
weaknefs of underftanding, though found
occafionally to aGtuate and degrade {uperior

| minds.
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minds. It happens;, in the embellithment of
the ;pe‘rfon, as'in moft other inﬁé.nces, that
Wwayward caprice, and a paffion for admira-
tion, deviate into thofe paths of folly whlch'.
Tead from the obje&s of purfult :

“n

PO

Wc havé ruh
SKUREs 3 hl‘ough eiér‘f',change that fancy, at the loom
.. Fubaufted, has had gepius,tp fupply ;
And ftudious of mutation ftill, difcard
A real elegance, a little ufed, .
~ For monftrous novelty, and ﬁrange difguife (8). -

So prepoPcerous are thé freaks Whlch mo-
dern faﬂuon has exhlbrtcd that her votarres,'
whcn brought together in her public haunts,
are frequently unable to refrain from gazing
with an eye of ridicule and contempt on
each other; and while 1nd1v1dually priding
themfelves on their elegance and tafte, ap-
pear to an indifferent {peQator.to be run-
nmg a race for the acqurﬁtlon of deformlty

"It is a common and a Juﬁ remark ‘that
obje&s m therr own nature mnocent and

3

(%) Co;v;')er’s Tafk, Book zd.
entitled
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entitled to notice, may become the fource of
difadvantage and of guilt, when, by being
raifed from the rank of trifles to ideal im-.
portance, they occupy a fhare of time and
attention which they do not deferve; and
when they are purfued with an immoderate
ardour, which at once indifpofes the mind to
occupations of higher concern, and clouds
it with malignant emotions. There are few
fubje@s, by a reference to which it is more
eafy to illuftrate the obfervation; there are
none to which it is more evidently neceffary.
to apply it, than fathions i in attire, in equi-
page, in furniture, in the embellithments of
the table, and in other {imilar circumftances.
Thus, to fpeak of the topic immediately
under conﬁderatlon, if, in addition to that
reafonable degree of regard to the drefs of
the perfon which enfures the ftriteft neat-
nefs; and a modeft conformity in unobjec-
tionable points to the authority of cuftom,
a young woman permits her thoughts to be
frequently engaged by the fubject of exte-
rior ornaments; occupations of moment

will



126 REMARKS ON PROPENSITY
will be ﬁroﬁortional'ly neglected.” From the
* eomplatenty natural to-all human beings,

when employed in contemplating objeéts’

by méans- of which the flattering hope of
fhining is prefented to them; fhe will bein
the moft imhminent danger of contra&ting a
diftafte to ferious refle@tion, and of being at
- length abforbed in the delufions of vanity

and felf-loves It is undoubtedly a matter

of indifference, whether a lady’s. ribbands
be green or Elue; whether her head be
decorated with flowers or with feathers;
whether her gown be compofed of muflin
or of filk. But it is no matter of indif-
ference, whether the time which fhe devotes
to the determination of one of thefe points,
is t6 be reckoned by hours or by minutes;
nor whether, on difcovering the elevation
of her bonnet to be an inch higher or low-
¢r, and its tint a fhade lighter or darker,

~ than the model which prevails among her

acquaintance, fhe is overwhelmed with con=
ftermation’ and difappointment, or bears the
~ calamity with-the apathy of'a ftoic.

. : I have
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I have ventured in the preceding pages
explicitly to inculcate the duty of refraining
from' compliance with fathions in drefs,
which would be accompanied with a degree
of expence inconfiftent with the prefent cir-
cumftances of the individual. Let not the
admonition be conceived as intended to
countenance a niggardly difpofition. To
prevent the danger of contra@ing fuch a
difpofition, has beet one of the principal
reafons for offering the advice. Young wo-
men who accuftom themfelves to be lavith
in matters of perfonal decoration, eafily pro-
ceed to think, that as long as they reftrain
their expenfivenefs within the limits of the
refources fupplied by their parents and
friends, they are chargeable with no blame
on the fubje@. If they pay their bills punc-
~ tually, who is entitled to firid fault? Thofe

perfons will difcern juft caufe of reprehen~

- fion, who do not confider the honeft pay-
ment of bills, at the cuftomary times, as
comprifing the whole of human duty with
regard to the expenditure of money. The
demands
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demands of juftice may be filenced; but has
benevolence no claims to be fatisfied? The, -
fad is, that an unguarded fondnefs for or-
nament has been known, in a multitude of
examples, to overpower the native, tender- -
nefs of the female mind. If the purfe is -

ggncrally kept low by the demands of mil-

Imers, of mantua-makers, of jewellers, and -
of pthers, who bear their part in adogning -
 the perfon, little. can be allotted to the ap-
plications. of charity. But charity. requires;
in common with other- virtues, the foftering
influence of habit. If the cuftom of de- .
votm,g an adequate portion.of- the income -
to the relief of diftrefs be long intetmitted, <
the defire, of giving relief will fpeedily be i
impaired. The heart forgets, .by. difufe, the
emotions in which it once delighted. The
ear.turns from folicitations now become ufi-
welcome In proportion as the-wants:and.~
the gnéfs of others; are difregarded, a-fpirit. -
of Selfithnefs.- ftrikes: deeper and.:fironger.
roots -in the breaft.. Let the generbus exs. |
er;wns Qf kmdnefs .be ;empered with_difz -

cads cretion ;

!
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‘cretion': but let a difpofition to thofe eker-
‘tions be encouraged on principles of diity;
‘and-confirmed, ‘in-proportion to the ability
“of the individual; by freqtiency of pratice.
.Before the world has reprefled,” by -its in-
‘tevefted leflons, the warmth of  youthful
‘benevolence, let experience eftablifh a ‘con-
'vi€tion, that the greateft of all pleafures is
‘to do good. “She who has accuftomed hér-
felf to ¢his delight, will not eafily be induced
to forego it. She will feel, that whatéver
-fhe is able, without penurioufnefs or impro-
per fingularity, to withdraw from the ex-
‘pence of perfonal ornament, is not only
referved for much higher purpofes, but for
purpofes produ@ive of exquifite and per-
manent gratification.

Another, and a very important benefit
which refults from fixed habits of mode--
ration as to drefs, and all points of a fimilar
nature, ‘will be clearly difcerned by advert-
ing to the irreparable evils into which

"young women are fometimes plunged by -
' K the
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the.conttary practice.. The lavith indul-
.genge in which they have learned to feek
-for happinefs, becoming, in their eftimation,
. .effential to their comfort, will bias their
-condud, in every impoftant ftep. Hence,
‘i forming: matrimonial conne@ions, it:ex-~
.excifes perhaps a fecret, but a very powerful
influence. = The profpe@ of wealth and
magnificence, of the.continuance and of the
‘encreafe. of pleafures. fuppofed to flow: fron
-the pomp of drefs and equipage, from fump-

.tuoys manfions, fhewy furniture, and nu- -

.mgrous attendants, dazzles the judgement
-impofes. an the affe@ions ; -concéals many
-dpfe@s in ‘moral chara&er, and cempen{atas
for. others; and frequently proves the deci-
five circumftance which leads the deluded
vxétm; to the altar, there to confign herfclf
to fplcndld mifery for life. »

lThe;'e are yet-other. confequencas which:
attgnd an immoderate paffion for the em=
bglhihmants of drefs. When the .mind s
.ﬁgd.upon objects which derive their chief

.o . value

e

e e e
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salue from the food which theyadminifterte;
vanity and tHe.love of admiration, the aver«
fion which almoft every individual of either
fex is prone to fegl towards a rival, is partieus
larly talled forth, And when objeQs attaina
able :fo eafily as exterior ornaments occupy:
the heart, there will be rivals without num-
ber. Henece it is not very unufual to fee
peighbouring’ young women engaged in a
conftant ftate of petty warfare with each ather.
Fo vie in oftentatioufnefs and in coftlinefs
of - apparel; to be diftinguithed: by nowel
mventlons in the fcxence of - decorauon;
changes of faﬁuon in the mqtropohs ;
deted, in the attire of a lucklefs compeutor,
traces of a mode which for.fix weeks has
been obfolete in high life; thefe frequently
are_the points of excellence: to- which the
whole force of female genius is direéted.
In the mean time, while the matk of friend-
fhip is worn on the countenance, and the |
language -of regard dwells on the tongue,
- K2 - mdxf-;
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' mdifferehce; difguft;and envy; aregrafivally
taltitwg poffeffion of the breaft juntiljat lerigth,z
thé unwoithy conteft; prolonged: for years
undet conifirmed habits of: diffimulation, by
wehich -nonerof the.-parties are deceived, ter-
nddtes in: thc vmience of an open mpture
IS PRI A v
- vIThe Scnptures Kave: fpoken too plamlyrc’-
fpeQing unreafonable folicitiudz about drefs,
wipérxixit, me. to quit” the fubjet without
referrfng to their authority. . Our’ Saviour,
in one of his moftfolemn dlfcourfes, Warny
his<foltowers agam'ﬁ anmety ‘flwherewuha}
th’e'y ﬂmuld—be clothed 7 ineg manner pa:;—
r:éulaﬁy emp”hatmal by chﬁing that anxiety
with' thie &cfpxcable purfults ‘of ‘thofe who
are{"tudxous “-what they fhall eat, and what
they thall drink ;*: and' by pronouncing, alf
fuch cares to.be among the charaGeriftical
features by which the heathens were. dlﬁ;m-
gu{{hcd and difgraced (). It ought to be
obferved, “that thefe adm'omtxox}su of Ch.nﬂ:

- . ., .
HANN Iy, <

B 3

{c) Matt, vis 31, 32.

o

i refpe&
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refpect:mén no lefs than'women. . &t:-Rand,
in the! following.paflage, fpeaks poimedly
eoneeining female drefs::~ « I willy; i like
¢ manner-alfo; that women adorn thems
$ felves 'in ~modeft. :apparel, -with fhames
" % facednefs and- fobriety.: not: with.'brok
% dered hair; or gold, or pearls; or coftly
“ artay; but, which becometh women'pro-
¥ fefling godlinefs,” with good' works (4 )."
In another paffage,” which remains to be
produced from the New ‘Teftament, 8t. Pex
ter ‘alfo’ fpeaks exprefsly of the ferhale fex ;
and’ pnmhrﬂy ‘of married womdﬁ but'iA
térms apphcable with equal propnety ‘to the
finglé: " Whofe adormng, let it”riot be
“ that’ oufward adornmg of plaxfxné ihe ixalr
Y afid"of weanr;g of gold, and of puttmg
w on “of apparel But let it be the hidden
C man “of thé heart,” (the 1nward frame and
difpofition of the mind,) « ifi that which i is
' not corruptible ; even the ornament of a
% meek and quiet fpirit, which is in the
“ fight of God of great price ()7 Tt is

(4) 1 Tim. ii. 8, 10 (e) 1 Peter, iii. 3, 4-
K3 evident,
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evident, om the one:hand; that it was not
tibintentiaft of gither. of -thie Apdfek, in
giving thife dire@ians, to profcribé. the ule
of:the particular kinds of perfonal ornament
xyhich:he fpecifics Butjon the other Hand;
it ywhs fragueftionably: the. defign of beth} t9
ptbieribe whatever may-juftly, be fiyled for
licitude refpecting. any kind.ef perfonal.de
comt;on; and to cenfure thofe' who,-infipad
of refting their claim to. approbation {olely
on; thre tempers of the foul, .thouM feek to
be ‘noticed and praifed for exterior embel-
)ﬁhments, as devaasmg Prcclfgly m that.de-
gree from the ﬁmphcn.ty and the purlty of
the Chnﬁtan cha.ra&er Thefe ob,{'ervatlons
may, by panty of reafomng, be ex;endcd
from the fub_]e& of drefs to folmtude re-
“fpe&mg cqulpage, and all other circum:
the ldea of thewy appearance may e con,-
ne&ed

}\
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1 ‘ - CHAP& --V.IIL-.- ,;" Y cyaws
DN AMUSEMENTS IN GENERAL.~SMAS-
" QUERADES:—THE EFFICACY OF m-r
DIVIDUAL EXAM'PLE C'ONSIDE‘WE’D. -

Anussnnu'rs, private as well as public;
form another province over which.cuftom
and fathion are generally allowed to pre-
fide, ' The claim is, under due limitations,
'not unreafonable. But that propenfity to
-imitation. in the female fex, which hus al-
‘ready been explained, - concurs with the
high fpirits and inexperiénce of youth ag-
eafionally to lead women . tn venture in
this province, on ground that is manifeftly
inaufpicious, and fometimes on .. ground
which -ought to be deemed forbidden, *-In
former ages, when the barbarows. combaty
of gladiators weré éxhibied in'the: Roman
Circus; and exhibited in {q.many cities

K 4 and
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- anddwith. fuch frequency, as in:fome in-
ftariges - to coft “Europe from twenty to
thirty! thoufand Lives within: the. fpace of.a
month § the wives. and daughters of the
citizens of all. ranks are reprefented. as hav-
dngbecn paflionately addicted to thefe fpec-
tacles (), . To our. own.countrywomen,
whafe- eyes have not been polluted nor
theiy hearts hardened by cruel and fan-

- guinary. entertainments, this. recital .may
fcafcely appear credible. But-the fa& . is
‘confirmed - 'By"ﬁmilar examples. I mean
_mot to. dwell on the concurrent accounts
“given by different writers, of the extreme
- delight which the women amongdaha Noxthi
- Ametican Indians experience, when' vying
w;th each other in embittering the tortures

. infliéted on the captive enemy s partly. ber
" ciufé’ a'large fhare of the pleafure isderived
frorq the triumphant {pirit of reve'nge and
. paetly becaufe parallels.drawn from the.un-
tared feroeity of favage life, cannot fairly be
apphea to 1llai’trate the influence- of cuﬁom

(f)anﬁus,Satb Cdzy e e
ca s ' on
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on modern’ periods of refinement.'. -Bhta
fa&; toonearly correfponding to thavyehidh.
has been:alleged from-the annals of Romd,
‘was.very tecently tobe witnefied, | believe
that it is even. yet to- be witnefled, *invone.
of : the: cultivated natiens of the South:of
Europe. 1.allude to the S$panifh Bull-fefts.
Perfons of credit, who have lately vifited
Bpain, unite in defcribing the Spanith Jadigs
‘as ‘beyond- mieafure fond of this barbarogs
fpeeies -of -enterminment ( g'); <and:-us

’\/4

) (g) See «“ Townfend’s Joumey through Spam, in th
year 1786 and 1787,” fecond edition, vol:i. p. 542; &k.
Aceording to his fatement, the Bull-feafts :at: Madriil. are
regulasly-held.one day in every week, and often two.days,
throughout the fummer. On each of thefe days fix bulls
are ﬂaughtered in the morning, and twelve in the ércnmg.
Of the men who engage the furious animal, fome mdkitain
‘the combat on foot, fome on horfeback. .. The, danger ,of
ithe employment may be eftimated from two c|rcumﬁanccs,
mentloned with another view by the’ author whom T quote.
“Firft, that fiventeen borfes on'an average are killed By the
‘billls each day; :and that fixty horfes have beenr knawato
gcntb in 3 day. Secondly, that among the oﬂi,clal pattend-

“ants on the Bull-feafts, is a prieft appointed to adininilter

the facrament to ‘perfotis- mertally Wéuhded in the confli&.

Y He
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mofliiwehenrent - in their applayfe ‘when-the
fcont of danger is: at the:height, -I- flate
thefe f2ls a5 affording an: impreffive exans-
ple-of thie Force of caftom§: and-a warning
of the firmiiefs with which- the defpotifm
.6f fathfon may in muny cafes require to be
withflood, bven whew ‘it is.-alpising ¥o
jurlfdiCtion merely over. amufements.. If
in the: prefentiage; in a:chriian country,
among a people which lays claim to con-
fidefable refineiment; fathion: has power to
‘Bertamb the fympathetic emotions of hu-
‘manity which charaerife the female heart ;
to render exhibitions of cruelty and blaod-
fhed, the imfcﬁes 'df tortared animals (),
- ’, - ‘., . anﬁ‘
'Hc concludes his account in the following terms : % The
& fondnefs of the Spaniards for this diverfion is fcarcely to
é'bé conceived. Men, women,  and children, rich and poor,

aTl gl‘(c the preference to it beyond all other publlc fpec-

“tacles.” His teflimony might receive conﬁrmatlon, werc
. 1( neceﬂ'ary, from other authonues -~ 7

- (3) In the former part of the ﬁxtecnth cehmry, Béar-
baiting i affraned to have: béen © a favourite . .diverfion,
¢ exhibited ‘as- a fuitable ' -amufement. for a::Princefsy”’
oy Henry’s
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anad the danger's of their dwretchred. diailants;
not merely tolerable to. female. eyes; But a
fpeQacle gratifying beyond every otherinthe
wiy of amufentent; letit notbe thotight véry
improbable; thit in out own totntry fathiod
may, on fome occafions, préve: hetelf able
t6 attich - Wotntit to “amiufements, hich;

though neither ftained with-bloedy npr des
tived from the infliGtion of pain, may by
fuch.as for otler reafons jought to be s
verfally reptobated and exploded. .| Atd
wheneverfuch occafiohs may arife, let-every
woman remember, that modes ‘of .amufes
ment intrinfically wrong, or in any refps&
unbecoming the female fex; -are not Wanf-
formed into inmocent recrestions by the
codmerxan’ce of mubers, nbr by ‘ttte: fanc‘-s
Henry s Hl&ory of En,gland vol. vi. p. 671. An amu@,-
ment thus countenanced was probably acccptable to Eng-
lith ladies in general. It appears, at a later penod to hiave
ftill:maintained a place among thie recreativris ‘of womer df
rank. Among the fpectacles difplayed for the diverfion, af
Queen Elizabeth, ‘when fhe was entertained at K.emlworth
Caftle by the Earl of Leiceftér, bear-baitings and boxitig-
nntchts are dnumerated by she hiftotian of cheifeftiviey... |

1 ' tion,
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tiem, af they fhonld: abtam the. fmﬂadn,mﬁ
nobility, or-of & court. ... v - e o
S0y S S N S

qupfmcnuous vxgllance to. avoid an jme
pmpe,r choice of amufements, is.a duty of
great limportance, not only becaufe time
{peat amife.can newer be recalled, but partis
cularly: becaiife, by the nature of .the_ ens
gagements in.which the hours-of leifyre and
- rélaxation arg employed, - the’ mannegs,: the
difpofitions, and the whole chara&er, -are
watesially: affe@ted:  Let the volume, of any
judicions traveller through. a_foreign: couns
try be opened in: the-part where hedeline.
ates the purfuits, the general condutt;: the
prevailing: moral or immoral featiments of

the:people; and he: will be found:to:beftows

attention on their cuftomary diverfions, not
only hecaufe the account of thém adds:ens
textainment to his narrative, and is neceflary,
m order.to complete the piGture of natioral
manners, but alfo bevaufe they form one of
the:fources to which national opinions, ¥if
tues; aaducca, ayi béctmed. In is: tiue,
Ly , . that
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that the amufements :‘which prevail in .any
country will depend, "in-a confiderable:dex
gree, on the tone of fentiment and opinidn

 prevailing “there ; becaufe a conformity to

the exifting ffate of'general fentiment and
opinion is neceflary to render public'amufe~
ments generally acceptable; But it:is alfo
true,. that. the latter exert a reciptotal in-
fluence on the former; and are among' the
moft-aftive of the caufes by which i may
be altered or upheld. - If he who' affirmed
that, were ke allowed to compofe the ballads
of a’nation, he would, at pleafure; change
its form of government, utterad a boaft not
altogether : unfounded .in the principles: of
human nature; with jufter confidenoe might
he have engaged to produce moft important
effe@s on the manners, opinions, and moral

* character -of a. nation, thould he be invefted

with full power overall the public diverfions;
The influence of amufements. on chiradter
is. manifeft in both fexes. A young wos

~ ‘man,. however, muft be deemed more fiable

than an individual of the.other fex, to have
e the
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the difpofitions of the heart efferitially afe
fe&ed by favourite modas of entertainment,
Her time. is. nat abforbed, ‘nor her turn of
mind .formed and fteadied, by profeflional
habits and occupations: and her fuperior
quicknefs of feeling renders her.the more
alive ito impreflions: conveyed -through. a
pléafurable medium.; Tacitus,. in his de+
{cription of the manners of the dncient inha-
bitantd of Germany, dwells with ‘merited
praifé on the fingular modefty: of the weo-
men ;. and afligns as a principal caufe of this
yirtudus excellence, their.not lieing corrupt-
ed by feduciog fpectacles and diverfions (£).
TFhe remark is made with his ufuat acutene(s
of moral refletion : and we caanot doubt,
that. it :was fuggefted by his experience of

the melancholy depravation: of .condu& in-

the ladlies of Rome, refulting ‘from - their
ettendance on. the Amphitheatre and the
Gn-cus. S "

{1 )L de peg fp:&aculqmmdlp,c?bqs, pgc cqnvwwxqql
vxmtaqombus cprrupta »—De Monbus Germ.

< . . .o
V"‘-og ~ e SLOIC ll~~,uxli_.
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" Since then, it is evident that the charaGer
and difpofitions cannot fail to be in fome
meafure changed by the amufements ha-
bitually ‘purfued’; and that alterations' of
{upreme importance have taken place, 'and
may:therefore again take place, under their
influence; it feems proper to add a few difc
tin& obfervations on the different claffes of
public diverfiaris, which are at prefent fre-
quented in this country by perfons in the
upper and the middle ranks of life. - -

Thc clafs of amufements mhlch in confea-
quence of having afflumed to itfelf a fort of
pre-eminence in dignity and fplendor over
other fcenes of entertainment, claims to-be
npticed in the firft place, confifts of thofe in
svhich the parties engaged appear under the:
difguife of .a borrowed chara@er. It ia-
cludes all thofe meetings which, howevet
diftinguifhed each from the other ia :the-
fathionable world by diverfities of form and -
other circumftances, may here be comprd-;
hended under the general name of mafque-

= rades.
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rades. Amufements of this fort have alfo-

a:pre-éminence different from that which
has already been afcribed to them ; an in-
‘herent pre-eminence, which "entitles: them

in a moral point of view to the earlieft con--

fideration. It is a pre-eminence in the
power of doing mifchief. Of all the auths:

‘rifed .modes of public entertainment now

countenanced by perfons of credit of either
fex, thefe are, in proportion to their fre~
quency and extent, beyond doubt the moft
pernicious. They are calculated to furpafs
the reft in encouraging evil, and to fall thort
‘of -them all in every thing like a counter~

poife:of good. Their dangerous tendency

atifes from a circumftance eflfential to" their

nature; from the ftate of concealment’

under which the individuals prefent keep
themfelves from the knowledge of each
other. To affirm this general ftate of con-

 cedlmyent to be effential to the nature, and -

infeparable from the amufement,’ of a maf-
qQuerade, is not too ftrong language. A
few of the parties; may be difcovered o
SRR - each
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each other without:diminution.of entertaii=
ment to- the: principal number; and the.
converfation which may arife-between pers-
fons, where detettion has taken place on
one fide only, mayoccafionally create an
acceflion of mirth, --But let all the-parties,
or even the principal fhare,” become mutus
ally known, and- there ‘would refnain-ho
thing to furprife 'and-to-intereft. - -Curiofity
might be’ willing to employ-a-few ‘mimutes
in gazing on the drefles, and in’ ﬁxmg in,
her memory the names of the individuals .
by whom they had feverally been affamed:
But the pageant would almoft mﬁantlybe..
come infipid; and the fultans; the chimney-=
fweepers, the harlequins, the thepherdeffes;
and the nuns, would fpeedily regard each -
other with the indifference with which they
would view the motley tinfel of a troop of
niqrric’e—dameré, or the kings and qiieens
of gilded gingerbread at a-fair. »Ncsw;‘if
invention were to occupy itfelf in devifing.:
fituations, fituations I mean not incompati- .
ble with ;the forms: of: public amufement, .-
, L which
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which fhould be fpecifically adapted to en-
courage and forward the enterprifes. of vice,
to undermine the firmnefs of innocence,
or, if we rate the mifchief at the loweft de=
gree, to wear away the delicacy of a young
woman, and fupply its place by petulant
aﬂ'urance, what fcheme could be more ob-
vious or more anfpicious than to take away
the reftraints of opennefs and fthame; to
give fcope for unbounded licence of fpeech
and. action, by covering the fpeak.ers and
aCtors with obfcurity ; and under thefe cir-
.cﬁt'nﬁa'nces to bring together, in one pro-
‘mifcuous affemblage, the inexperienced and
‘the artful, the virtuous and the proﬂlgate?
But the proﬂlgate, it will, perhaps, be faid
in reply by the advocate for thefe diver-
fions, fhall be excluded from well-regulated
mafquerades the doors fhall not fly open
at the approach of every one who has mo-

.ney to hire a drefs and purchafe a ticket: a
proper introducion fhall be required, and
,accefs granted only to good company. Arxe
thefe precautlons, then, obferved in moft
~ mafque-
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mafquerades ? - It is conceded that they are
not. Let us then afk a queftion flill more
to the point. Is it poffible that they can be
obferved, with effe&, in any? Bar the doors
with the utmoft care; watch them with
unceafing attention ; prefcribe check upon
check, paffport upon paflport ; exa& every
attainable teftimonial, certificate, and re-
commendation ; eftablith every barrier of
form and etiquette; and vice will laugh at
your folicitude, and overleap all your obfta-
cles at pleafure. 'What is to qualify a per-
fon for admiffion to your well-regulated
mafquerade? Will you not deem birth and
fortune, and liberal conneions, polifhed
manners, and a chara&er outwardly decent,
to be fatisfattory qualifications? Are thefe
qualifications, which are all that are re-

‘quired to enroll a perfon among thofe

whom the world clafles under the denomi-

~ nation of good company ; which are by no

means to be found in all perfons whom the
world honours with that title; which are

' recogmzed as a paffport into the private fo-

L3 : cxet)
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ciety- of individuals. and families of rank
- and 'refpeQability : - are thefe to be pro-
nounced at the ‘doér of a public room in-
fuflicient to make a perfon worthy of being
allowed to purchafe.a ticket, and fhare in
the evening’s amufement ?  Could this fyf-
tem. of exclufion be maintained in practice?
Could a fyftem fill fltriGer be maintained?
If it be not pradicable to uphold a fyftem
even much more ftri@, there is an end of
all .your -hopes, of excluding the vicious.
Birth, and wealth, and liberal conne&ions,
and polifhed manners, and a chara&er out-
wardly decent, are every day found to prove
difguifes, which conceal profligate condu&
and a corrupt heart. The fociety of per-
fons, to whom this defcription is applicable,
is at all times dangerous to the innocent,
and efpecially to the young. It is danger-
ous in dqmeﬁic’ intercourfe; it is dangerous
in the fcene of public refort: but the dan-
ger is encreafed tenfold when they are ena-
bled to exercife their arts under a mafk.
No longer acting in the face of day, before
o the
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the world, before witnefles, whofe counte-
nance and good opinion they are .aware that
it would be unwife to forfeit; they .are left,
exempt from-the curb of difgrace and fear,
unknown and irrefponfible, to indulge what-
ever thameful levity the fcene and-the hour
may favour, to carry on whatever dark ma-
chination their intereft and their paffions may
fuggeft. What confiderate parent ‘would
expofe his daughter to the rifk of ‘having
her ears infulted by the mirth and jefts of
the unprincipled; or teach her, even if no
further mifchief would poflibly enfué, to
feek for diverfion in a theatrical aflumption
of fititious language and fentiment, and in
familiarity of converfation, and contefts of
{nip-fnap repartee, with ftrangers? What
confiderate daughter would wifh a parent
to lead her, or to admit of her bemg led

into fuch meetings ?

Parents, who on the whole difapprove of
thefe diverfions, from a conviion of their

L3 per-
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pernicious tendency, are fometimes known
to be the very perfons who introduce their
daughter to an acquaintance with them,
They profefs to introduce her on principle;

affirming, that they defign merely to let.

her be- prefent at 'a mafquerade, once or
twice, in order that fhe may know what it
is. Spontaneoully to introduce their daugh-
ter into a fituation of danger which there
was no neceflity that the fhould ever expe-
rience, is, in truth, ‘a fingular fpecies of
wifdom. Is this the way to infpire her
with a perfuafion that the amufement in
queftion is one from which it becomes her
to abftain? Or is it rather the very method
to kindle a fondnefs for thefe revels of
midnight and concealment; revels, which
the never knew until initiated into them by
a parent ; revels, which, but for that initia-
tion, {he might never have known ; revels,
into whofe worft excefles {he may hereafter
pluhge in confequence of that initiation,
‘when the force of parental authority fhall
be decayed, and a change of circumftances

3 fhall
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thall leave her at hberty to gratify her
defires? o Lo

B

A plea which we fhall perhaps hear ad-
vanced in behalf of thefe entertainments by.
perfons who, though far from iuwardly ap-
proving them, cannot eafily perfuade them.
felves to decide in favour of confcience
againft fathion, and ﬁuciy to deceive them-
felves by fpecious pretences for doing wrong,
is this: that mafquerades do no very great
harm, becaufe they recur but feldom. In
reply to fuch a plea, it furely cannot be re-
quifite to fay much. Indeed, it would not
be neceffary to add a fingle word to the
general obfervations already made, if they
to whom this plea may be addrefled would
at once bring it to the teft of reafon, inftead
of being difpofed to allow it, as may not
improbably be the cafe, on the authority of
thofe who urge it. It may be fufficient,
however, to remark, that, although in mat-
ters of indifpenfable neceflity we may be
ebliged to take a large portion of evil with

L4 : the
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the gopd, and to be content if on the whole
the latter thould preponderate; it is not fo.
with refpe to any particular fpecies of
amufement. The amufement, whofe chief
praife is, that it occurs but feldom, pught
manifeftly to recur never.

It is from. a therough convi&ion that
public entertainments of this nature aught,
on moral confiderations, to be laid afide, that -
I have been led to {fpeak thus at length on
the fubje. At prefent, they are confined
to the precin&s of the metropolis, and are:
not very frequent. But from their efta-
blifhment in the capital, from the counte--
nance of people of rank, from the fplendor
and the very expenfivenefs with which
they are attended, they feem to poffefs the
powers of attraction which may be likely
to win more and more on what are called
polite circles; and by degrees on thofe per-
fons who, however unable to contend in
politenefs with their fuperiors, are w1llmg,
though at the rifk of final ruin, to v1e with
them in extravagance,

If
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- If a public entertainment be of fuch a
nature and tendency that it ought on moral
confiderations to be laid afide, every perfon
is bound, in point of moral duty, to difs
countenance it. A truth fo plain might,
without prefumption, look for general ac-
quiefcence. “ But what,” I hear it replied,
“ can be done by an individual ? If I attend
¢ the fcene of amufement, I am unnoticed in
* the crowd ; if I refrain, my abfence is un-
* known. My example is unperceived, or if
“ perceived, is difregarded; it neither ftrength-
¢ ens, nor could invalidate what has the fanc-
¢ tion of general praftice. To think that I
“can reform the world, would be arrogance
*and folly.” This language, which on many
occafions is adopted by perfons who are in
fearch of apologies for continuing to in-
dulge themfelves in a reprehenfible gratifi-
cation, is fometimes alfo the an{wer of dif-
fident fincerity. The diffident and fincere
may, perhaps, be led to fufpe the Juftice
of their mode of reafoning, when they re-
fle@, that there is fcarcely an enormity

pre-



154 ON AMUSEMENTS IN GENERAL.

prevailing in public. or in private life, in the
condu@ of nations or of individuals, in the
management of bufinefs or in the purfuit of
pleafure, which is not palliated, vindicated,
recommended, by the fame line of argu-
ment.- Is our unchriftian traffic in flaves
the fubje& of difcuflion? The radical ini-
quity of the trade is confeffed : but we aré¢
told, that if we fhould renounce it, other
nations would continue to carry it on: why
then, it is faid, are we to defift? Are un-
warrantable cuftoms in commercial tranfac-
tions pointed out? The merchant admits
that there is caufe of blame; but alleges,
that he neither inftituted nor can abolifh
the pradtice: and afks why he is to be more
ferupulous than his neighbours. Similar
inftances might be multiplied to almoft any
extent. In all cafes of this nature, the lan-
guage of the world is; If yeu cannot pre-
vent the commiffion of a criminal a&, why
are you to leave to others the profit or the
pleafure which will attend it? The lan-
guage of Revelation is; ** Be not a partaker
- coLA ({3 in

.
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*inother men’sfins. Keepthyfelf pure(£).”
TFhe former is the rule by which man is
difpofed to judge ; the latter is the rule by
which God will judge. You fay that you.
cannot reform the world. Cannot you re-
form yourfelf 2 How is a prevailing bad
cuftom of any kind to be extinguithed
otherwife than by being abandoned by the
individuals who have upheld it? And by
what means have you been exempted from
the general obligation? It matters not, in
this- view of the queftion, whether thou-
fands will follow your example, or not a
fingle individual will be made better by it.
Look to the moral benefit of others; but
look firft to the moral benefit of that perfon
who has the moft at ftake in your altions;

~ look firft to yourfelf.

- But the affertion that your example is
inconfiderable, and will be inefficacious, de-
ferves a more particular examination. Has

(#) 1 Tim. v. 22.
example
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“example no effed, either to eftablith or to
difcountenance a fpecies of public- enter-
tainment ? Or is it the example of the fe-
male fex only that is without influence?
You reply, that the example of women of
elevated ftation has a moft powerful effe&t :
that the entertainments of which we are
fpeaking would have now been far more
popular and frequent than they are, if the
perfon moft eminent in rank of your own

fex in this kingdom had favoured them

with her encouragement, inftead of merito-
rioufly diftinguifhing herfelf by withhold-
ing her patronage: and that the pattern
exhibited by the wives and daughters of
nobility will ever have great and extenfive
efficacy, as well among others of the fame
rank, as among their inferiors. This ae~

knowledgement is fufficient ; it contains the °

principle of every conceffion which can be
~defired. You are neither a queen, nor of
noble birth; your example will not have
the commanding force derived from royal-
ty, nor the attradtions which accompany
2 - the
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the peerefs. It will not draw multitudes in.
its train; it may influence few ; but are
you certain that it will influence none? ' Is
it pofiible for you to know beforehand, that
it will not influence one individual ? And
if it has a beneficial influence on one indi-
vidual, is this an effe@ to-be defpifed ? Is
the very chance of fuch an effect to be dif-
regarded? But is it not probable, is it not
almoft certain, that the force of your exam-
ple will be more widely felt? Put the cafe
fairly to yourfelf. If a young woman, of
your own age and ftation, and of yourown
neighbourhood, had declined the public
amufement which has given rife to this dif-
cuflion, and had confefledly declined it for
the reafons which have recently been urged
againt it ; would her example have excited
no doubts in your own breaft? - If it had
found you involved in doubts, would it
not have firengthened them? If it-had
found you impelled by falfe thame to. a&
contrary to your judgement, would it not
have fuftained you? Might not an oppo+

fite
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fite example on her part have prevented or-
removed your doubts, or have given falfe:
fhame the viGory over your underftanding-
and your confcience ? Might it not have on-
others the fame effet as on yourfelf? Have
you then no fifter, no relation, no friend,
no acquaintance, whom your example could
move? Are you fo little loved, fo little
efteemed, that there is not a fingle perfon
in your own family, or among your con-
ne&ions, not a fingle perfon either in your
own fituation in life, or of rank fomewhat
above or fomewhat below it, on whom
your {entiments and condu& would operate
either in the way of recommendation or the

contrary? If this fuppofition be poffible,
how muft you have lived! ,

Remember then thefe two plain and
momentous rules of condu@ at which we
have arrived. Firft, that on every occa-
fion you are to a& precifely in that man-
ner, which you believe that moral redi-
tude would of itfelf require you to adopt

inde-
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independently of any reference to- effets -
which may be produced by your ex~
ample: and fecondly, that, whatever may
be your ftation in life, there is no cafe in-
which your example cannot do harm ; nor.
any in which it may not do good.

‘To {fome perfons I may, perhaps, appear
to have dwelt on the fuppofed inefficacy of
individual example, and on the duty of ab~
ftaining from every proceeding which con-
fcience, previoufly to all confideration of
the probable effet of that example, pro-
nounces to be in itfelf morally wrong, with
an extraordinary degree of particularity and
folicitude. I have, in truth, been anxious
to explain myfelf on thefe topics with per-
fpicuity ; becaufe I have been confcious,
that in pointing out their bearings on the
condu& of an individual with refpe& to
one fpecies of public amufement, I have,
in fa&, been afcertaining two moral rules
which may be applied almoft daily and
hourly, and to many of the moft importait

OCCUI'-‘
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occurrences.and tranfa@ions in life. If thefe
rules have been fatisfaltorily -eftablithed, it
would. be not only fuperfluous, but tedious,
to revive the argument hereafter. I would
therefore requeft the reader to bear them
carefully in mind; to confider them as
meant ‘to be applied to every branch of
moral behaviour ‘which may be difcuffed in
the fubfequent pages; and to turn her
thoughts to them, and to the reafoning on
which they are founded, whenever in the -
future intercourfe of life fhe fhall hear the
common but very miftaken opinions, from’
the effe@ of which ‘thevy are defigned to
guard her, brought forward to influence
her condu@. -
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QHARix

THE SUBJECT OF AMUSEMENTS
‘ CONTINUED.

“Theatrical EntertainmentseMufical - Enter-
tainments—-Sunday Concerts—Dascing-—
Gaming- and Cards—On Exctﬁ in the
Purfuit qf Amufements. -

. I szatricar Amufements are thoft
~ which offer themfelves to our attentxdn in
* the next place.

'I‘he ftage is an infirument too powerful

not to produce vifible and extenfive effeéts

‘wherever it is permanently employed. To
thie fentiments difplayed in the tragic or the
comic foene, to the examples of condu®

~ afforded by popular chara@ers under in-
- terefting circumftances, and to the general
V’wneofmaﬁnmandmoulewhxchpervtdes

- M dramatic
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dramatic reprelentations, the opinions, the
difpoﬁtions, and the ations of the fre-
quenters of the theatre will acquire fome
degree of fimilitude. ' What is heard with
admxra,uon and pleafure,. will be remember-
ed: what is feen under thofe impreffions,
will be _1m1tated. The impreflion of the
fentiment will be, in fome nieafure, modi-
fied by the leading qualitigs and inclinations
-of the mind of the hearer: and the fidelity
with which the example will be copied,
will'dcpehd on a variety of circumftances
favouring or difcouraging clofenefs of imi-
tation, The growth, of the plant will vary,
as 1t1s fixed in aufpicious or in ungenial
foil; the quantity of its fruit will be affeét+
ed by the. fmiles and frowns of the. fky.
Bug. there is feldom a foil fo ungenial a8
entirely to obftruct-its vegetation; feldom a
1ky,fp frowning as for ever to diveft it of
fertility. - From antient times to-the prefent:
- hour, the influence of the Stage has been..
- difcerned.. Has it.been the obje& to.incub-
cate, or to.explade, pammxlar oginians; 10

. & elevate
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levate or to degrade the charaters of in=
dividuals ;- to' ftrengthen or to thake exift-
ing forms of government ? From the days
of Greciani and Roman antiquity, down to
the French revolution, the Stage has been
an engine éagerly employed: by ‘thofe. who
have had it under their control. - Is its in-
fluence unperceived or :difregarded in our
own country:# The legal reftrainits to'which
the theatre is fubjeGted, and thie ftamp of
official approbation which'every new play
muft receive before it can be exhibited, an-
fwer the queftion, The loweft orders of
the pedple, mutable, uninformed, and paf-
fiomately addi@ed to fpectacles of amufe-
ment, may probably be a&ted upon, through
the medium -of theatrical reprefentations,
with greater facility and fuccefs than other
claffes of the community. But, to fpeak of
individuals among the upper and middle
ranks of life, young women are the perfons

~ likely to imbibe the ftrongeft tinge from the

fentiments and tranfa&ions fet before them

* insthe drama, - Opennefs of heart, warmth

M2 | of
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of fcdlng, a fiong’ ferife-of the charme of
novelty, readinefs to adppt 0pmions. retoms
mended by fathion, pronenefs to give largs

fcope to the influence of iffociation and of

fympathy, thefe are circumftandes which

chara@erife youth, ‘more efpecially youth

in the female fex: and circumftances which

render thofe whom they charaferife liable,

ih’ a ‘peculiar degree, - to be prattically

impreflfed by :the language and cxamplés

bmught‘farwand on the Sta.gc. : o

The hnghfh Stage has, for a conﬁdemble
time; laboured under the heavy imputation
of being-open to fcenes and language of grofe
indelicacy, which foreign theatres would
have proferibed. This obfervation is ap»
plicable even to our tragedies. Of Englifh
“comedy, an eminent writer (/) of our own

OOllIltl'y

(1) Dt. Blair, mius h&ures on Rhetpnc md Bdlts

- Lettres, 4to. vol ii. - 547; where he quotes, ﬁ,‘Vqrai i9-
k flances in conﬁrmatxon of his rema(k ‘Mr. Dlderot pro-
_nounces Englith comedy to bg % ofithotit fhorls # Vbl

taire,
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cotnitryobfirves, that although we ourfelves
overlook its immorality, “ all *fmeignem,
<. the Frenchrefpecially, who are accuftomed
* tb a better regolated: and more decens
¢ Stage; fprak: df it with-furprife-and aftes
° mﬂxihent‘.” @' Ghe motal éhimges wfhxch

. L) 0 e

&ue, who} lmdonb{edly, wis no rigid moralift, fpeaks ef
it irr the ftrongeft terms of reptobat:on. M. Moralt, in his
Letters upon the F rench and Englith Nations, afcribes the
curruptiofy’ of rmiantiets in' Lohdon-to corhedy; ‘as its chief
caufe. * Their comedy, he fiys, is like that of no dther
“ country. It is the fchool in which the youth ofboth
 fexes familiarife thémfelves with vice, which is nevcr

rcprcfedted there as vice, but as mere gaxety »oL-

Dr. Blair’s opinion oﬁthc pnnclpal of the Enghlh comc
wnters, from the reign of Charles I, to that of George II.
is-contained in the fblldwing fentence. ¢ It is extremely
 unfortunate that, together with the freedom and boldnef
 of the comic fpirit in Britain,. there fhould have been

 joined fuch a fpxr& of mdeqency and hcennoufnefs, as
“ hiag’ ddkrac:d Englith comedy beyond that of any nation
 fiace the ddys of Ariftophands.” LeStures, vol. ii,
p-542. He adds,.p. 547, 548, “ that of late years a fen-
“ fible reformation, derived in a confiderable degree from
“ the French theitre, has begun to take place.” The
improvement is unqueftionable ; but the innocence and
morality of moft of our modcm comedies are only com-

Watlvea .
M3 “the
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the [Stage may- have experienced in.France
fince; the, commencement .of the -political
éomvulfions which for fome years: paft have
agitated, and fiilk continue to-agitate, that
counttry,.l am not.qualified to' fpeak.- .But;
gutecedently . m thofe, events, it - feems. to
have been the concurrent opinion of com-
| pet'ent jﬁdges, that, altheugh corruption of
manners ‘arid of private condud had arifen
at. Paris-to. an excefsby.no means to’ -be pa-
ralleled at:London, the. drama of the former
¢ap1ta.l Was’ far’ fuperior J,n punty to' that’ of
the lattet. Let not this fa&. be deemed
contradx&ory to the opinion recently given
of the powerful effc which theatrical ‘re-
prefcntatmns are adapted to-produce on the
moral chiaralter and behaviour of thofe who
| frequent: them’ - In France; pubhc diffolute~
nefs was puthed on by caufes from which,
of late, England has been, by the blefling:
of' Providence, exempted; caufes which,
though capable 'of deriving firength from
@ depraved Stage, would not have been efe
fe@uatly withftood by the leflons of theatres’
wle s , . oo more’

<.
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mare pure than thofe:of Paris: the difbelief, .
general among the higher orders, of a seli«:
glon, depreffed, on the one hand, by a load -
of f{uperftition, and affailed; on.the ether;:
by - writers -of eminent italents. and reputas-
tion j-and the exampla of a Court, com..
monly fignalized by uabluthing profligacy;:
and fpreading the contagion of vice through- .
out the empire, We know that; in one:at:
leaft of thefe particulats, England was un~:

‘happy enough, during a: part. of the laft:

century,.to afford a piGture refembling that-
of France: and we know what was at that;
period the ftate of our drama. The torrent:
of immorality and profanenefs, which in the:
days. of Charles the fecond, and for a cone;
fiderable: time afterwards, deluged the thea-:
tre, has fubfided; or is no longer permitted:
to.roll its polluted and infamous tide acrofs:
the. Stage,. The glaring colours of wicey
which. gave. no difguft. to our anceftors,
would fhoek, if not the virtue, yet:the re=
finement, of a modern. audience.: Let the.
friends of religion, of their country, .of

M4 . privatg
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private worth and of public happineds, be
thankful for the change which has :taken :
place. But has the charige been complete?:
Is the. Britith Stage now irreproachable ¥
Dots:it exhibit no fcenes which give pain-
te. modeft eyes, no language grating to-
mrodeft ears? Does it exhibit nothing: which - -
a-Chuiftian riced be afhamed of writing, -of
afding, of witneffing? Yet thofe who-are:
the beft acquainted with the theatre anfwer:
the queftion to.their own confciences. ‘Awd-
whenever any woman is deliberating. whe~
ther {he thall or fhall not attend the repre-
fentution of a particular dramia, let her afk
trotfolf this further queftion ; Whether the:
is ot bound-in confcience, if the lays claim’
to-the eonfiftency of a Chriftian, at once to -
decide in the negative, unlefs fhe has fuf-
fistonrt reafon to believe that the former en- - -
quiry, -viewed as relating to that drama,
osh, with truth, be anfwered to her fatifz
fa@tion? Had thefe pages been addreffed to
perlons'of the other fex; the fame principles
of decifion would have been ftated as no
lefs tlearly ineumbent on men.
o . 'The

~
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" The Stage is properly defigned to furnifh
a faithful piGure of life and manners.- Be
it admitted for 2 moment that the picture is
exhibited, and ought to be exhibited, mere-

- ly for the purpofe of amufement:  yet,

unlefs we are to maintain either the abfurd.
propofition, that amufements have hé in-:
flnence on character, or the wicked propo-
fition, that amufements may lawfully be of

. a corrupting nature ; the pi@ture ought, at

leaft, to be fuch as fhall not be injurious to
the difpofitions of the heart. But when
amufement, though it may be the fole ob-
ject.of the carelefs fpeGator of the drama,’
is. manifeftly not the point in which the
whole effe of the reprefentation termi~

nates; when the fentiments delivered, and

the line of condu& exemplified, by the fa--
vourite ador, in a favourite chara&er, are -
found by experience to imprefs kindred:
opinions, and a tendency to a fimilar train-
of proceeding on the: audience; the Stage -
ought to-affume a higheroffice; and to re-.
commend -itfelf as the nurle of virtue. If

' it
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it is. falfe to; its truf}, it forfeits every title to
public. patranage, and.ought; to be exploded

as a.muifance moft dangerous to the com:

munity, , Is the Stage then, it will be faid,

to. intrude itfelf into the fun&ions of the’

pulpit? Are no, perfonages to be intro-
duced but women of demure fobriety, and
men of unimpeachable integrity . Are the
atiradions of mirth and wit to be difclaim-

ed? Are folly and affeation no longer to .

be ex}countergd with ridicule? Are. villainy.
and_fraud no longer to be chaftifed with
the lafh of fatire?  If the Stage is:to-ba cur«
tailed of its moft copious fources of amufe-,
mEeRt,, how is it to intereft, how is it.:to
atprady. fpe&ators? If the mxxture of yir-
tie;and vice, and the unbounded diverfities,
of, chara@er, which prevail in the.world,
arg not-to be exhibited, how is a, piGure of.
real fife and manners to be difplayed? The
mﬁ;uﬂagns which, -if: enforced, would ren-;
dex, the fpectacles .of the Stage irreproach~
able, aze, fuch as would neither lead it from;
ity:naqwral previnee, nor cripple. ita powers:
of

m——— e e A a———
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of “entertainment. 'To. conftitute ‘2 moril
Stage, it is- not requifite that' Le&tures on
Divinity and Ethics thould be read there;
nor that the attractions of mirth and wit
fhould be proferibed; nor that worthlefs
chara&ers ‘thould be' excluded from ithe
drama. - But it is neceffary that the general
effe@ of the piece thould be unequivocally
virtuous; It is neceffary that mirth and
wit ‘fhould neither direly nor indire&ly, -
openly or covertly, be polluted with the
fmalleft tinGture of indelicacy. It is necefs
fary that ‘'vice be not clothed in amiable-
colburs ; in colours which may difguife its
deformity from the fpeQator, or tempt him .
to: pardon, perhaps to imitate ‘it, for the
fake of ‘the engaging qualities with which’
i is furrounded. He knows little of hu-
mhan natiite who thinks that the youthful
mind will be fecured from the infe&ing
_influence of a vicious chara&er, adorned
with polifhed manners, wit, fortitude, and
genetofity, by a frigid moral, delivered at
the conc]uﬁon, or to be deduced from the

' events '
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évents of the drama. Neither ought. vice
ever'to be exhibited under:circamftances of
opets groflnefs, or, what is flill worfe, of
groﬁ'nefe veiled under a midfk of decorum.
What would not be endured by modeft
‘eyes and modeft ears in a private company,
dught not to be endured upon a ftage.. Lan~
guage which could not be heard, incidents
which could not be witneffed, at home
without 2 blufh, ought not to ‘be heard or
‘witneffed abroad. It is not thé place, bur
the circumftance, which corrupts. - Among
“the ufual caufes by which female modefty
is 'word away, I know not one more effica-
. cious, than the indelicate fcenes and lan~
‘giage to which wemen are famxlm'afed ®x

the theatre (m}
| For

- {m) Tboﬁpam!cxﬂmce of the dmma,cxercnfed by kzat

-vannbomy to prevent the Stage from being rendered an in-

frument of political machinations, and of perfonal calunmy
;aud:refentment, is extremely ufeful. Other benefits of the

higheft valae would-attend its exertions, were they direGed’

- with-Ancensreat of ericrgy Lo purify the fage from ingi-
dents, expreffions, and allufions, offenfive to modefty, and
injurious
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: l?_or fome years paft the cuftom of aling
plays in private theatres, fitted up by-india

injurious to the principles of moral rc&itude.”Whoe'v;'
poflefles a power’ of accomplithing a change of fuch mo-
ment to the interefts of morality and virtue, canmot but be
refpopfible for the ufe and for the neglet of it. The.in-
fluence of the Managers of our theatres, aided by the au-
thority of the Lord Chamberlain, would probably be ade-
quate to accomplith the complete purification of thie Stage.
But if not, there is & quarter from which it. might be
effeQed at once. To thofe who a& under a royal llcencc,
a fingle hint from Royal Authority would be fufficient.
The refped due to wifhes intimated from that authority,
would, of itfelf, infure the rejection of every future compg-
fition contamipated with indecency, and the omiffion of
every feene, paffage, and expreffion, liable to a fimilar ob-
je&ion in any of the performances, whether of antient or
of modern.date, already in pofleffion of the Stage..  Nor
could the interpofition, to which I have ventured to allude,
fail of proving in its confequences an a& of particular
kindnefs to the performers at the public theatres. That
diffolutenefs of manners and condu®, which, whatever
‘meritorious exceptions may exift, is admitted to be preva-
“lent among them, cannot but be afcribed, in part, to the
profane and profligate language put into their mouths by
the authors whoft works they exhibit. While the prefent
Rate of things continues, we need not wonder: that: perfons

“who are fefioufly concerned for the moft imporcat rce-

IR A §
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widuils ‘of fortune,  has ‘oceafionally: pre-
bailed. *It is a cuftom liable to this objectioti

among others; that it is almoft certain to

prove, in its effe@s, injurious to the female
performers, Let it be admitted, that thea-
tres: of ‘this defcription no longer - prefent
the flagrant impropriety of ladies bearing' a
part.in the drama in-conjun&ion with pro-
foffed players. Let it be admitted, .that the
drama fele@ed will be in its language and
. eondu always irreprehenfible. Let it even
be admitted, that eminent theatrical talents
will not heareafter gain admiffion upon
fych-a Stage for men of ambiguous, or
worfe than ambiguous, chara&ter. - Take
the -benefit of all thefe favourable ‘¢circum-
ftances; yet, what is even then the’tenden~
cy:of fuch amufements? To encourage
vamty } to excite a thuﬁ of applaufe an&

rcﬁs of human beings, and deﬁfous to a& i nmform cone
fiftency with Chriftian principles, fhould be little difpofed
to coiintenance an inftitution which fo often difplays in-
citemenf@ to vice, and appears to produce fuch lamentable
effets, on 2 large proportion of thofe who, profeflionally
belong (o the ftage.

admi-

s
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admiration on account of attainménts sthich,

if they are to be thus exhibited, it would

commonly have been far better for the in-
dividual not to poflefs; to deftroy diffidence;
by the unreftrained familiarity with perfong
of the other fex, which inevitably refults
from being joined with them in the drama,
to create a general fondnefs for the perufal
of plays, of which fo many are unfit to be
read; and for attending dramatic reprefent-
ations; of which fo many are unht to be
witneffed. -

, Another clafs of,pul;lic amufements com-
prifes thofe in which mufic conftitutes the

- principal fhare, or the whole, of the enter-

tainment, To the firft of thefe defcriptions

Operas belong.  As. they may;. in fome

meafure, alfo be regarded in the light of
dramatic performances, moft of the remarks
alréady’ offered on the' fubje of the Stage'
may be extended to them. "The dances-
which accompany them, or the dreffes of
the perforthets, are not unfrequently fuch

as
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as ought not to be tolerated by modeft {pec-
tators. The entertainments, which confift
wholly of mufic, are commonly fo free in
their own nature from objectionable cir-
cumﬁ;ances, as not to require particular ob-
fervation. It muft, however, be added, that
private concerts, in high life, are now con-
duéted on fo large a fcale, as frequently to
fubje& ladies who perform in them to
fome of the dangers which have recently
~ been mentioned as awaiting the female per-
former in private theatres.

§ When it was faid, that private muﬁcﬂ
entertainments wefe commonly free from -
circumftances intrinfically objeQtionable, the
:benefit of the conceflion muft not be ex-
_tended to one which fathion has recently
.imported from the Continent and eftablifhed
-in the Capital, namely, meetings for the
- purpofe of hearing mufic on Sunday evep-
- ings.. Such meetings hive been encouraged
::and: frequented;, not only by thofe ladies

who axe always ready to take: wmg 10 every
Lorameta 4. fcene
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fcene of refort and ‘entertaihment, - but:by .
fome who may be fuppofed no ftrangers to
fentiments of piety, and are profefledly fo~ :
licitous for the external obfervances of reli-
gion. . 1:fpeak not of concerts, which, under.”
the:fpecious name of facred mufic, a.name -
countenanced by a.fcanty admixtire of re<

ligious performances interfperfed folely for

the purpofes of decorum and. delufion, are
in no refpe&, except in hypocrify, different

" from thofe which are ufual on the common-

days of the week. The tendency of fuch
concerts, and the motives of thofe who in«

_ flitute them, are too plain to need illuftra--
. tion, .The meetings to which alone I mean’
" to refer, are thofe which are .what they

profefs to be, meetings iritended for. the-

- exclufive performance of fuch mufic as is

in itfelf adapted to the day. Their effects,
however, are, in various ways, likely to be

- fych ay will be very far from extending the

influence of Religion and fuch, therefore;
as ought not to be-aided by the .counte-

nance of ite fr;ends .The glow of devotion
. No-. . which
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 which is kindled in.the breaft by proper

maifac, in a'proper.place, is moft favourable-
to holinefs. And far be it from me to in-
timate, that facred mufic is to be confined
to the walls of a church. . Let it hallow
private houfes; and not on Sundays only,
but on-all days. On the evening of the
Sabliath in particular, let its efficacy be
talled in to revive the attention and excite.
the ardour of piety.: But let the performers
and the auditors be the members.of -the fa-
mily : -or, if admittance is granted .to any
other perfon, let it be only to the intimate

friend 'who comes without parade, and"

comes for the purpofe of .uniting in. an ad
of religion. If you fling open your doors
10 numbers ; if you prepare yourfelf and,
your -houfe as for the cuftomary recep-.
tion 1of company ;' if your fervants are, ocs,

‘cupied in the fame hurry of attendance a3,
atatout; ¥ the fireet rings with the tu-,
.mult, and is obftructed with the chariots of
‘your vifitdrs ; can you think that religiom:

will, on the wholf be” psomoted by the
1 2 % employ--

’
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employment of the evening? Your ihten
tions, be it acknowledged, have been puré;
the mufic has been well feleted ; it has
been pexformed throughout by perfons not
hired from the theatre; nor hired at all;
you have fels, during the performance, the,
warmth of religious gratitude, and breathed
the fincerity of prayer. Confider, then,
what may be ftated, even while you:take
the advantage of thefe moft favourable cir-
cumftances, an the adverfe fide of the ques,
tion. ‘You have diftracted your thoughts,
and wafted your time beforchand by the
bufle of preparation. You have deprived
your domeflics of the beft opportunity.
which the week affords them for religious -
thonght. You have loff the advantage of

 the calm and upinterrupted devotion which:

you might have pradtifed during the time:
occupied by the concert, either in private
or in conjun&ion with your family. You
have diturbed the quiet of a neighbour-
hood, employed perhaps better than your-
felf. ¥ou have exhibited to the undifcern-
BRI N 2 ing
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ing multitude the appearance of being en-
gaged on the Sabbath, as at other times, ir
the ‘purfuit of amufement; and have initi
ated ‘or confirmed them in want of reve-
rence for a day which, had it not been for
the effe@ of your example, they might have
continued, or nught have learned, to keep
holy ' :

‘ It'may be proper to obferve in this place,
that the pra&ice of opening your houfe on
Sunday evenings to the influx of all your
acquaintance who may choofe to frequent
it ‘as afcente of refort and converfation, a
pra&tice by no means unexampled in the
polite ‘world, is produive of all the mif-
chiefs which arife from the Sunday concert;
and is devoid of the oftenfible -excufe by
: which in the other cafe, they are palliated.
‘Another clafs of public dwerﬁons com-
' prehends thofe meetings in which the pro-
fefled amufement is dancing: an' amufe-
ment in itfelf both innocent and falubrious,
‘ and
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and therefore by no means improper, under
{uitable regulations, to .conftitute the occa-
fional enterfainment of-youth, In the ball-
room, howeyer, a'young woman has more -
temptations to encounter than fthe hag expe-
rienced. at the public or at the private con-

.cert, At the former,of thefe fcenes of

mufical fefhvxty, the may. have felt the dif-
ficulty of, rppreﬂing fenfations of vanity as
to. perfonal appearance; at the latter..the
_may have a,lfo been aflailed by emotions al-

e

pcrfo;manpe, of anothcr. : But the ol;_]eéts

.which, during- the feafon of y,ouph .noft

.eafily excite vanity and envy in the female
-bireaft, are thofe which. are prefented,in the
‘ball-room, ., This.is depmed, the flage for

difplaying the:attraltions, by;the pofleffion
- of-which a yousg woman is apt to be,moft

.elated : :and they ase here difplayed under
ciccumftances moft caleulated to. call forth

 the triumph: and:the animofities of perfonal

- competition. This triumph, and thefe ani-
moﬁtlea, betray themfelves occafionally to
e ‘N 3 the
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"‘ﬂie’ieaﬁ’dif(’:eﬁﬁn‘giefeﬁ ~ Bat ‘were the te-
-teffes of the: heait hid ‘open, how ofien
-would ‘the fight of a fhanger, of an uc-
‘¢quaintance, evéh of a friend, fuperior for
‘the tvening in the attra&ions ‘of drefs, or
“etijoying the fuppofed advantage of poflefl-
“thg a wealthier, a more hvelyb, ‘a‘more aétive,
~or 4 more fathionable -partiier, be found to
‘exdite- fecﬁngs of difguft, a1 of averfion
‘Hét ‘alwiys flopping thott of malévélende!
“Flow '6ftéri Would the ‘paffions be feen in-
famed; afid every nerve dgitated, by a’ thirlt
-for! pfecédente‘° and irivention be vblerved,
labburing 0 mortify a rival by the affedtae
“tion' of indifferénee of of ontempt? - Bit
“if 4 'yeung womian ‘cantiot partake of the
“amuferhents of 'a ball-rosm, except. at the
1gxpence of ibenevolence, of- friendfip, of
idiffidehee, of fihcerity, of good hamour, at
1the expence of fore Chiiftian difpofition,
fbrrie -Chriftian virtue, fhe has: fio ‘befinefs
‘there, * ‘The recreation, ‘to- bthers iﬂﬁdc%m,
is,toher aﬁn. e SR

N
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: A evil .of great moment, which is too
. ésequently known 10 eccur at the places. of
- amuferhent now under-notice, is-theintro-
‘du@ion of wamen to undefirable and.im-

propet acquaintance ‘among the jother fex;
~andefirable and improper, as I: would pow
_be underftoed to mean, in a moral-point of

wiew, - Mep of this defcriptien cgmmonly
-abound 3t all {cenes of public refort and ea-
_4ortainment ;: and are pot feldom ; diftin-
-guithed: by fortupe and birth, gay and.con-
~ciliating_manners, and every qualification
_awhich - 3s needful to procure 3 faveyrable

_ -rreueptxon in polite company. Xence, when

.they ‘propofe themfelves as partners,in an
-ffembly-room, a lady does not always.find

' ..it mfy to declipe the: oﬂ't’:r ‘The gogd

,..te,latxona or the fnends wh_o accqmpany
Awar; will, in many cafes, -guard her from
. falling, though but for a fingle evening,
‘intofuch hands.: But-the folicitude of rte-
dations and friends is fometimes direQed
exclnﬁvely to anothier obje. They fpare
i N 4 no
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#0 pains to preferve Ker from dancing with

@'perfon'in- rank or econnedtions inferior to
wewlblf; arid Having Bained that peint, are
cottesited. If their confcienice is. apt to
{lismbery it behoves her own: to be: the
thore wakeful. If the alternative-is, whe-
‘ther fhe’ will ineur the'rifk, nay, thecer-
‘tainty, 'of fitting Rill during every dance,

or give her hand t6 a partner whofe offer

fhe knows, or ftrongly:apprehends, that on
‘principles of moral re@itude fhe ought not
to aceept ; the proper decifion cannot: long
‘appear’ doubtful to modefty and confider-
‘ation. 'The prefent éuftomi' of changing
‘partners at ftated intervals, is evidently at-
‘tended with this bad confequence, that it
“Increafes the difficulty of avoxdmg an ob-
Je&mnable aﬁ'ocxate Lo e e
'deen in" various ' occurrences ‘of * life
" are betrayed, by a defire of rendefingithem-
. felves agrecable, into an indifcrect freedom
‘of manners and convetfation with men’ of

whori thiey perhaps know bat little; and -

fiill
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ftill.more frequently into-a, greater, dwe,c
of freedom with thofe of whom they have
‘more knowledge, than can fitly be indulged
except towards perfons with whom. they
axe conne@ed by particular ties. .: The
temptation is-in.no place more. powerful
than in a bajl-room. Let not indifcriminate
familiarity be fhewn towards all parfners;
nor injudicious familiarity tdwards #ny.
In pamculanﬁng the dxﬁ'erent claﬂ'es of
female; amufements now prevallxngh;t is
thh deep regret that I perceive the ngc;f-
ity of. adding the gaming-table to the
.number, . The occupations of that fcene of
,anxnety, of paffion, and of guilt, were once
.in the almoft exclufive. poffeffion of men.
It was but feldom that an individual Qf the
other fex copied the infamous example:
,and ‘when fhe copied it, the imitation. was

-on gn. humble feale ; and was carried on
.'with 3 certain attention to privacy and de-
. corum, which evinced a2 mind not altpgether
, \hardcned by the practice of criminality, nor
el pre-
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prépared to infult the laws of the .country
w/ith ‘public manifeftations of - contempt.
But o high life there are now tq bz found
thofe who have difcarded the reftraints of ti-
midity and of thame; and, relying on the in-
“fluence of rank and fathion, fpread their
“nets without difguife; and exult in {eeing
the deftruétive circle thronged with married
women and uhmarried, old and young,

- venturing to the. very borders of ruin,
alike regardlefs of confequences: immediate
or yemote (7). In this promifcuous af-
& . - fe’mblage
: «(n) - T'he-very "meritorious aud well nformcd author
“of “ A Treatife on the Police of the Metropolis™ affirnis
in his introdu@ory addrefs to the reader, (2d edit. p. xi)
thit =t this vime (1796) there are ih ‘Weftminftet at lealt
.~ forty hibules opened for the exprefs purpolé of play, -where
‘Faro Banks are kept, or where Hazard, Rouge i noir,
and other illegal games are introduced.  Of thefe gaming

tab!cs he proceeds to ftate that “ five are kept in the froufes

“ of ladics of Sabion, who are Jaid to receive fifty pounds
 gath iouty befides one-ngbtb of the profits.” Recurrmg
to the fame fubjet in anothcr part of his work he makes
the foﬂowmg femarks, among many others which well
deferve thc attenhon of every pc(fon who uphotds or is
tcm")ted to vifit a gaming table.

[ BY
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femblage of the plunderers and the. plan-
:dered, {he who has been hackneyed in: the
ways of polite life Jearns to join ‘with ker
,w,oﬂier
o By the 12th of George the ﬁ:oond the games of Fara,
« Hazard, &c. are declared 1o be lotteries, fubjecting the
8 perfins who heep them 10 a penalty of two hundred pounds,
“and thofe who play, to fifty pounds. Qne witnefs only
“ is neceflary to prove the offence before any juitice of
“ the peace, who forfeits ten pound: if be neglects to do his.
 Zity. And by the 8th of George the firft, the keeper of
“ g ‘Fara table may be profecused for a lottery, where the
% penalty is five bundred pounds.” :

¢ Such has been the anxiety of the legiflature to fupprefs
‘¢ Faro tables and other games of chance, that the fevereft
¢ penalties have been inflited, founded on the pernicious
' confequences of fuch pratices ; and yet, to the difgrace
6 of the Police of the Metropolis, houfes aye opened under
¢ the fanction of high-founding names, where an indif-
“ criminate mixture of all ranks is to be found, from the

“‘ finifbed fbarper to the raw inexperienced youth ; and

"« where all thofe evils exift in full force which it was the
“ gbje&k of the legiflature'to remove.’

“ The idle vanity of being introduced into what is fup-
¢ pofed to be genteel fociety, where a fa(htonab!c Rame an-
“ nounces an intcntio'n of feeing company, ha§' been pro-
« dudtive of more domeflic mifery and more real diftrefs,

¢ poverty and wretchednefs to families in this great ‘metro-

¢ polis,
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ether acquifitions the talents, the purfuits,
andithe morals of .a ;profeﬁ'ﬂd .gamefter,:
‘while ‘she. artlefs and. inexperienced, daz-
#led, by furrounding example, drop their
fcruples and their appréhenfions one by
ong; 'and are graduslly allured forward
from, the low ftake which at firft was all
that they propofed to hazard, to.rifk. on
one card or one throw of the dice, fu‘ms;

/

pohs, who but for their fo“y might have been ca(y and
« comfortable, than many volumes could detall ”

“ A miftaken fenfe of what, cou&ntutes humgn ha.p-

pmefs leads the mafs of the people, who have the means
“ of moving, in any degree, above the ‘middle ranks of llfe,
“ into the fatal error of mmghng in what is erroneoufly
¢ qalled genteel company; if that can be called fuch where
“ Faro tables and other games of hazard are introduced in

pnvatc families: where the leaft recommendation (and
“ fharpets fpare no pains to obtain recommendations) ad-
* moits ell ranks who can exhibit a genteel exterjor; and
 where the young and the inexperienced are initiated in
“ every propenfity tending to debafe the human chafa&er,
% and taught to view with’ contempt every acquirement
“ connedted with thofe duties, which lead to domeftic
# happinefs, or to thofe obje&s of utility which can.render
“ euhcr fex refpectable in the world.” P, 150—152.

“which




ON AMUSEMENTS IN GENERAL. 18g

which bear a confiderable proportion to
- the' whole property -which they poffefs,

and even to the whole amount’ of their
future expe@ations. It is no exaggeration
to affirm that there are recent' inftances
of young women having fpeedily loft at
play their entire fortunes. And fituations
of pecuniary diftrefs which, though very
gtievous, fall fhort of abfolute ruin, .are
continually feen to arife from the fame
caufes. But does the mifchief termitiate,
does it chiefly confift, in pecuniary diftrefs?

If a f¢hool i is to be fought where' thé fe-

renity of a female mind may be fup—
planted by the moft violent and the black~

‘eft paffions; where the fprings of bene-

volence and ‘charity, of fympathy and
friendthip may be dried up, and the heart
configned for ever to obdurate felfifhnefs;

“where the foundations of domeftic mxfefy,

of angry difcontent, of blafted hope§ and
unavailing forrows may . be laid; ‘where
cvery pi-mcxple of delicacy, of virtue, "of

rehglon

/
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religion may be fapped, and prepared to

be dffered up on fome prefing emergency
as a facrifice to mohey; let that fchool

be fought at a gaming table, upheld by
fome perfon of fathionable eftimation. It
is' extremely to be lamented that women of

refpe@ability of charaéter, -women attentive
on trany occafions to the ditates not of pru-
dence only but of confcience, and fo decply

. convinced of the dreadful evils attendant "

on gaming as fcrupuloufly and at all times
to abftain from play; fhould yet follow the
fiream of cuftom fo far as to be yifitors
and fpe&tators in the rooms in which this
fyftem of depredation and iniquity is car-
ried on. To countenance by their pre-
fence an affembly known to be held for 3
~ purpofe which it is impoffible for them to
approve, is the height of inconfiftency. It
is to add to wickednefs the apparent fanc-
tion of their authority. It is to filence
the doubts of the wavering; and to pre-
clude the inconfiderate from refleQion.

S | _ It
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It is to contribute to extend a moft 'de«-
flryQive praltice to ranks of fociety which,!
it has not yet polluted. , It is to encourage
thofe nuifances to the community, whg
dare to fland forward in fathionablg life
as the inftitutors and patrons. of the Faro -
Bank and the Hazard Table; whole ef-.
frontery, while it yet .continues to cfcape

the firong arm of legal juftice which ag-
refts inferior and lefs pernicious offenders,

ought to be encountered with univerfal

contempt, and be conftrained to read in.
every eye the Janguage of deteftation. , . - -

A paflien for gaming, fa eafy to be exe
~ cited, is one of the propenfities moft diffi+ -
cult to be reprefled. In barbarous as well -
as in polithed nations, in the loweft as well -
as in the higheft ranks of fociety, the flamg:.
once kindled, is fcarcely to be extinguithed.
So captivating to moft minds is the fucceffion
of fituations depending much on chince
and chara&erifed’ by . viciffitude; fo ine.
terefting is the paufe of fufpence between
hope,
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hope and fear; fuch “is the corfidence
which almoft every perfon places, if not
on his fkill, yet on his good fortune; that
we cannot wonder if they to whom fre-
quent temptations are prefented fhould by
degrees be enfnared in defiance of previous
refolves, and ultimately lofe fight not only
of prudence, but even of far fuperior prin-
ciples of condu@. Hence to guard againft
thofe fmall beginnings by which confe-
quences fo deplorable may be entailed 'is
a duty of no little importance in the fcale
of moral obligation. Some perfons, at
prefent too cautious to adventure as parties
in the game, think that they need not
fcruple to indulge themfelves in hazarding
fmall bets on the event of it. But they who
" begin with venturing fmall fums, eafily learn
to rifk larger ; and they who, without play-
ing themfelves, make their own profit or
lofs to depend on the fuccefs of an indi-
vidual engaged in the conteft, are them--
felves gamefters. Others fee no danger in
the habit of frequenting the card table,

o ' provided
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provided that much money is not played

for. To devote the evening to cards where
the ftakes are high, is manifeftly to cherith

.....

a paﬂion for gaming: when they are low,
it is -yet-to encourage that paflion, though
in an inferior degree,. The exiftence of a
ﬁake, hawever- minute, proves that appl;-
cation is made to the avaricious fcehngs of
the mmd feelings whlch ere long, wxll
cornmonly look out for a more powerful
ftimulus. In proportlon too as pra&lce
confers {kill, or creates a perfuaﬁon that it
is poffefled, the deﬁre of dlfplaymg ity per-
haps alfo of tummg it to proﬁt, is often
feen to arxfe As the recreation of the old
and the infirm, at times when the mmd is

,too weak or too much fatlgued to_receive

pleafure from a cheerful book or cheerful

. dlfcourfe, cards occaﬁonally have their ufe.
-It is poffible too, that they may have thelr

ufe in providing employment for the mot-
ley groupes which are fometimes aﬂ'embled

together at the party of a lady of faﬂuon.

At is expe&ed no doubt, that a large majo-
o rity
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| ﬁtfi)fj thie perfons colleted on fuch oeca-
fions will neither ‘be qualified'to join in
rational and entertaining corverfation, nor
vapable' of liftening with fatisfacion : to
thofe who thus converfe ; and preparations
are made accordingly. The kindnefs of the
intention, and the fagacity of the contrivance,
merit praife. But let the healthy betender of
encroaching on the remedies provided for
thefick.  In an age which is not exempt from
‘the charge of undervaluing diftinctions ef-
tablifhed for the benefit of fociety, let pro-
per deference be fhewn to ‘a regulation
‘which muft be deemed intended' to: diferi-
‘minate mental incapacity from cémmunica-
tive ‘intelligence. Cards too are’celebrated
‘for their efficacy in enlivening the dulnefs
of a country vifit. When the dinnét and
“the deflert, and the tea-table, have extaufted
“thieir “gratifications ; when the eiegance of
“the dra.ng-room has been admired-in dé-
tall and the profpe&t from the’ anﬁo’ws
can no longer be difcerned ; when tﬂe par-
~rot and the Iap-dog have been pralfed 1l
S jinvention
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Inveption' can fupply no additional, texms
of culogium; when each lady has already
treafured in her mind every item of the
drefs of every other, but is obliged to- {fuf-
pend her criticifms until the depasture of
the obje& of them; what refource, what
poflible occupation' remains, except .cards ?
To the unfurnithed mind, none. . .

(Y
U

The apology which-is- fometimes ;made

for the general introduion of cards, pame- |

ly,. that they prevent converfation’from

degenerating into flander and themes.of

fcandal, is a vindication which was not to
have been expeCied from the mouth of a
perfon of the female fex, nor from the
mouth of any individual accuftomed to re-
gard that fex with efteem. It i is, perhaps,
-one of the moft pointed farcafms that could
haye been dire@ed againft thofe perfons in
.whofe; behalf it is alleged. Are we tQ have
fuch an opinion of feminine Juf’uce bene-
volente,, delicacy, and candour, as to con-
{\,.c}u,(;ie gh:at women cannot pgfs a ﬁpgle even-
w02 ing
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ing Othermfe thdn in the indulgence of
detradtion, unlefs their thoughts be: occu-
pied by the card-table: that their tangues,
unlefs charmed to filence by. attention to
the game, will be mceﬁ'antly exercifed by
calumny and malice? *She of who:n this
reprefentatlon can with tfuth be gwén, has
no time to throw away upon trifles: - Ob-
je@s of higher moment than vifits and
amufements claim her undivided care; re«
tirement, reﬂé&ion, felf-knowledge, the ac:
quifition of virtue, the purification of #
corrupted heart. . ‘ ‘

- Tf we fet afide meetings profeffedly or iriv
tentionally held for the purpofe of gaming,
the principal evil attending the ufe of cards
;fn’ay, perhaps, be fairly ftated to 'conﬁﬁ not
fo much in the reprehenfible paffions which
they excite, as in the quantity of time'which
they 'cbnfume In many families, particu-
Tarly m provincial towns, they ‘regularly
‘enter as the tea-table ‘departs, and otcupy
Teveral houfs of the evening.” "In fome
. - - houlfes,
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houfes, where patience is weaker, they ap-

pear {peedily after dinner. A conﬁdcrable
_portion of every day, Sundays excepted an
vlexceptlon which in the country may yet be
commonly made, is thus rendered a mere

,b]ank 1t 1s cut, as it were, out. of hfe, and
configned, upon the .moft favourable fup-

pofition,  to vacuity and oblmon What

"mxght have been the 1mprovement made,
the knowledge acqulrcd the ranonal plea—

fure enjoyed, had thefe hours been habitu-

ally allotted to mﬂrué’twe converfatlon or
’ mtereﬁmg books? Had it been the cuﬂom
of the famlly to allot them to fuch em-

'ployments before a paffion for cards was
become mveterate, habit would then have
' o_perated in fupport of an mtelhgent and
;ufeful mode of pafling time as firongly as
it now .does in upholding a puerile and

ufelefs occupatlon And a propofal to ex-

change, the ufual delights of the afternoon
iand evening for a pool at quadnlle or a
yubber at whift, would have been received
" with the difguft which would, at prefent,
' 03 . “attach
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‘attach on thc adventurous reformer;, ‘who
fhould recommend, when the card-tables
are. now fet and the partners takmg their
pla,oes, to prefer liftening to the page of
“Riobestfon to pradifing the rules of Hoyle.

% Man,” it has been well obferved, “isa

:¢ bundle of habits.”. Life is made up of
-pringiples and actions familiarifed and con-
: firmed by cuftom,, The uncouth . fathions
-in drefs and perfonal demeanour, the. fenfe-
lefs decorations in building and in furg;turg,
-which have univerfally prevailed in- dif-
ferept. periods, and the maft ponatural
modes of ornamenting nature which haye
had Polifhed nations for their admirers from
, the days of Pliny to thofe of George the
- fecond, fhew, with numberlefs, gther in-
, ftances- which might be partxculanfed, thp.t
. there is nothmg fo abfurd and extxav;gant

- which the eye cannot by ufe conyert into a

,beauty, and the mind into a gratification.
.Nor.is there any employment fo trifling,
that it cannot be rendered, by uniform
: Praé'tlcc, neceffary to comfort. Were a fas
mlly

— e ——— .
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mily 1o be long accuftomed, with the fame
regularity with which many dedicate a por-
tion of the day to cards, to amufe themfelves

"d'uring' fome hours of every evening in
'picking and meafuring ftraws from wheat-

“fheaves, placed before each individual for
‘that purpofe; an interruption of the cuftom
would be felt at firft as a lofs of one of
the effential enjoyments of life, and would

‘leave, for a time, a vacancy fcarcely to be
fupplied. Hence appears the importance

 of guarding in the outfet againft contra&-

_ing ‘a habit fo encroaching. The -firft
“links are imperceptible; but the chain,onte

*formed, is fcarcely to be broken.

¢ Though fome few individuals of the fe-

-tnale fex may be obferved to- take their
" places among fportfmen in the field, the

- fafhion, happily, is not fo prevalentias‘to

entitle fox-hunting, and fimilar océupations,

~'to rank among feminine amufements, !t |

- is not, perhaps, in common cafes felf-evi-

dent that diverfions which confift h ibflict-

04 SRR ”‘iﬂ“‘
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_ing-torture, and fhedding blood, are alto-
“gether adapted even to perfons of the other -
fex who lay claim to cultlvated underftand-
ings. But, however that may be, the rude
_’-clarnom, the boifterous exertions, and the
“cruel fpeQacles of field- fports, are wholly
difcordant, when contrafted with the deli-
cacy, the refinement, and the fenfibility of
a woman.

The reﬂe&ions, which have hitherto been
offered on the fubje& of amufements,- have
left unnoticed a material circumftance ope-
rating more powerfully in the cafe of fome

amufements, than in that of others; -yet, in
a certain meafure, common to all. The
inquiry has, in each inftance, been almoft
~_éxclufively dire@ed to afcertain, whether
the amufement fpecified was, in its nature
and circumftances, innocent. But there is
a danger which is attached even to innocent
‘amufements ; the danger of purfuing them
to excefs. A pofleflion which we have al-
ways-in our hands, whxch every. -perfon
I T AT P . around

el
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_around us- appears to have equally i with
‘ourfelves, is a pofleflion’ of the value-of
‘which we are moft likely to be ignorant or
‘regardlefs. ‘Such a pofleffion is time. Men,
who are ftimulated to intelleCtual exertjons
by - the concurrence ,of various .motives,
- either unknown to the female fex, or known
‘only in an inferior degree; men, to whom
bufinefs is in one fhape or in another con-
~ tinually prefenting itfelf ; whom the capa-
‘ city of attaining to profeflional honour:and
emolument, and the attracions of the field
- of literature," of which, until of late years,

-théy have almoft enjoyed a monopoly, might -
tempt to cultivate their underftandings, and
to apply their talents to purpofes of utility;
 frequently confign themfelves to a laborious
“life of amufement; a life which, even if all
their modes of amufement had been in them-~
felves irreproachable, would not have been
- more ufeful and refpeGable than an equal pe-
riod of obftinate ina&ivity. Devoting their
 mornings to the billiard-room, and their
. evenings to the gaming-table ; occupied in
fuperinténding the training of race-horfes,
( and
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and in, witnefling, with unfeeling delight,
‘their exertions on the courfe ; or employed
in. the ‘unremitting purfuit and deftrution.

of va,nous parts of the animal world ; they.

live, without refle@ion on the great objes.

of human exiftence, neither benefited by

its progrefs,. nor. preparing for its termina-

tiop.. , A picture fimilar to this in its out-

* line, gnd compofition, though dlﬁ'enng in
the. particular objeéts prefented to the eye

of the fpectator, might be drawn from fe-

male life. Gay, elegant, and accomplithed,

but thoughtlefs, immerfed in trifles, and

hgrgymg with impatience, never fa;xsﬁgd

from. one fcene of diverfion to another;

how many women are feen ﬂoating dowp

the ftream of life, like bubbles on which the

fun. [paints a thoufand gaudy colours ; and

like:bubbles vanifhing, fooner or Jater, one
:after .another, and leaving no tra,qé of ufg-

fylnefs behind! The feriptural cenfure of

- thofe who are “.lovers of pleafure moze
¢ than lovers of God (0),” a cen.fu.te, ,tjli‘e
o)z Tim. ii. 4.—See allo fome of the preceding nd
pf the fubfequent verfes.
_ propey
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pr0per force of which may be eftimated By
attendmg to the othet charafters included’
in the fame ¢atalogue by the Apoftle, pers
“tains not to thofe perfons only who ifidulge’
themfelves in gratifications in their ‘owit’
nature criminal. It belongs in due propor~
tion to all who facrifice duty to pleafiire;
t6 all who elevate amufements above ithe
rank which they ought to hold in the mifid
of a Chriftian; to all who addict themfelves
to the purfuit of -entertainment with "ail

'ardour, or to an extent which fo mtrudes
“on their attention and their time, as to pré-
vent them from improving their ‘undet=
ftandings, cultivating holinefs and benevo-
lence of heart, and difcharging the relative
‘duties of life, with diligence and fidelity’;
‘to all, in fhort, who, whatever may He'the
‘nature 'of their amufements, follow them,
‘or any one of them, to excefs. -So difpefed
“f5 the Human mind to open itfelf to-pled-
“furable’ impreffions, ‘that at all times’ until
“age or forrow has drled up the fourees &f
ghjoymen;,_ and above all other times, du-

(2R T ."‘:"xr,l Jiﬂg
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ringthe fufceptibility of youth, excefs is
ta.be apprehended.. What has.delighted
s once, we feel - aflured will -delight us
‘agdin.’ And though the trial fhould termi-
mate’ in difappointment, or repetition thould
. .convert fatisfaGtion into wearinefs ; we feek
to fill up. the void, not by fearching after
 pleafures of a higher nature, but by eagerly
catching at gratifications fimilar to that, the
-delufive nature of. which we have fo lately
cxperienced. The very circumftance of an

.amufement being innocent, renders its at- -

traions the more likely to acquire unrea-
fonable power over the unfufpeting breaft
of inpocence. It excites no alarm ; it has
no features of deformity; the time which
-t -occupies is fpeedily gone, and leaves no

difagreeable recolleGion. . It may be long

before a young woman is led to difcern, in
her own cafe, that an adtion individually
.blamelefs may, by frequency, become cri-
minal ; and to perceive the deficiency. of
what (he has done in the line of. improve-
ment and utility by confidering what fhe

_might have done.

Among
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Among the unhappy effe@ts whith at-
tend an' immoderate ‘and confirmed thirfk
for amufements, this is one of the moft la-

mentable ; that the malady is fitly ranked
among the mental diforders moft difficult
to cure. Like the dropfy, it is diftinguith~
ed by a burning defire for the indulgences
moft adverfe to the diminution of the:com»
plaint; a defire fo intenfe as fcarcely to
permit the fufferer to advert to any other
obje&t. The mind, unaccuftomed to ferivué
refle@ion, {oftened and enfeebled by relax-
ing habits, turns with difguft from argus
thent and intelligence, clings to the trifles -
in ‘which it has long delighted, and is almoft

§ncapable for a time of eithet feeking or of
receiving gratification from better purfuits.

The felf-denial, the painful efforts, requifite

to break the fhackles of habit, are fully

known to thofe only by whom the ﬂxackle:'s |
of habit have been broken. Let every wo-

man bewate of being imperceptibly betrayed

~ into fettérs from which, without fuch felf-

denial, fuch painful eﬂ'orts, fhe cannét be

| " extri-
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exteicated ; yet from :which it is. neceflary
that {he fhould.be: extricated,. if ; fhe is to
lead a life ufeful to others, ultimately .coms
fortable to herfelf, and calculated to obtain
the ﬂppmbmon of Heaven. . .-, - . -
I b e
o T{w rlfk to whlch a young woman is
.expafed of contraéting a habit: ofexceflive
fondnefs for amufements, depends net only
«on the particular propenfities of .her. mind,
hut alfo on the place and fituation in which
fhe principally refides. To the daughter.of
a country gentleman, the paternal manfion,
mfulated in its park, or admitting no £on-
Jtiguous habitations except the nexghbourmg
hamlet, feldom furnithes the opportumty
Qf accefs to a perpetual c1rc1e of amufe-
ments. "Vifitors are not always to be found
n the rlrang-room the car&-table can—

vvvvv

ﬁru& regulanty ef attendance.’ Suppofe
then a young woman thus ﬁtuatcd to Iabour
.~ \ru— o .- fs‘.“h und-er

o .,
el
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under the heavy difatdvantage of not'having
kad her mind dire&ed by education tb p‘r&
per obje@s. Finding heérfelf ‘obliged : t
procuré, by her own efforts, the éntertaint
ment which fhe is freqiently withoiit ‘the
means of obtaining from others, fhe is ex-
cited to fome degree of ufeful ‘exeftion.
‘Family converfation, needle-work, a baok,
even a book that is not a novel, in a word,
‘any occupation 'is found preferable tb the
tedioufnefs of a conftant want of employ-
‘ment. 'Thus the foundation of forié do-
‘meftic habits is laid: or, if the habits wete
“previoufly in exiftence, they are ‘ﬁfeﬁg’tﬁ-
“ened, or, at leaft, are preferved from bemg
| ‘obliterated.  She who is ﬁxed ina coun.tryl
;town, where fociety is always within reacf:
Vand fomethmg in the way, of petty amufe-
:be fet on foot, may, with greater facxh;z,

,.contra& a habit of flying. from a companion,
_who, if infipid and uupleaﬁng to he;, will
_be, of all companions, the mo(’c mﬁgnd apd

unpleaﬁng, herfelf. But, it is‘in the metro-

' polis
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polis that amufements, and all the tempt-
ations,. which. flow from amufements, are
concentred. So various are tl_x'e fcenes of
public diverfion, fo various the parties of
private entertainment, which ando@ affords
in the evening; fo numerous are the fpec-
tacles and exhibitigns of wonders in nature
or in art, and the attraltive occupatxons
Propcrly to- be claflfed under the head of
amufement, which obtrude on the lelfure '
of morning in the capital and its environs;
fo magnetic is the example of wealth, and
rank, and fafhion, that {he who approaches
the fiream with a mind unfteadied by thofe
principles of moderation and fobriety which
are eﬁ'entlal to the Chriftian charaer, wxll
probably be fucked into the vortex, and
‘whirled, day after day, and year after year,
in a never-ending round of glddmefs and
diffipation. :

If the metropohs be the fpot in which
.the danger of becoming abforbed in amufe-
_ments is moft formidable ; ; the. fcenes of re-

I , St fort,




ON AMUSEMENTS IN GENERAL. 209

fort, whether inland or on the fea-coaft,
which are diftinguithed by the general de-
nomination of Public-Places, exhibit it in a
degree but litde inferior. Of fuch places,

" the predeminant. {pirit is :thoughtleffnefs ;

and thoughtleflnefs, ever weary of its own
vacuity; flies with raftlefs -avdour from di-
verfion to diverfion, and ftimulates the in~ -
herent leve of entertainment; which;in moft
perfons, requires rathier 10 be cutbed than
to be'inflamed, - The contagion fpreads, in
the firft place, among thefe whofe prefence
is-‘owing to- other caufes: than ﬁckne{’s but,
in a fhort time, it extends to many perfons
who are come in queft of health ; and often
affects ‘them fo potverfully, that the hurry
of the evemng more than counterbalances
the falubtious-influence of air and of waters.
Let it be remembered, however, that there
is no place which affords an exemption
fromthe obligation of rational purfuits and
mental imprevement ; -nor any place which
does not -afford opportunities for .rational

. putfuits :and mental improvement to thofe
awhe are inclined to make ufe of them.

P
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To nccupy the mind ~mith ufcfulaeamloyﬂ
- ments is among the heft methods of guard,
ing it from furrendering itlelf to diffipation,,
To,, ogcupy. it ;with fuch . employments
regularly, is among the beft ingthods of
leadxng it to love them. . Young womepn
fom.eumcs complam, and more, frec;uegtlxj
the comptamt is made for them, that they,
have nothing to do.‘ Yet few complpnt&
are. grged thh lefs foundatlon. i To p;-c;-7

‘L,( RIS

fcribe to a young perfon of the female ex,

u 10

the preclfe occupauons to whxch the ﬂmuldi

TN oL il

dqvote her time, is nnpoﬂible. It would brﬁ
o attempt to limit, by mapphcable rules
what muft vary, ggcordmg to cug:umﬁances

TN
wlnch cannot prevlouﬂy be afcertamed.

Dlﬂ'qrcnces in pomt ‘of health,” of m‘tqﬂe&é

ud‘l

of taﬁe, and a thoufand namelefs pa.rtlaﬂq-
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rities of family occurrences and local fitua
ation, claim, in each individual cafe, to be
taken into the account; ;fome general re-
ﬁe&ions, hawever, way be oﬂ'ercjd,,

S i~
:, La MRV - S

I advert not yet to the occUpanonq wlgueb«
fow from the duties of matrimonial * hﬁs
When; 1 to the tational cmployments open
to all women, the ennre fnpenntendenteof
domeﬁnc occonomy is added ‘when parqntal
cares and duties prefs. fOrward 0" affime
the hlgh rank ina mother s.breaft to whichi
tl:ey are entltled to cbmplam of the diffi-
culty of ﬁndmg proper methods of occupy‘-
mg tline, would be a lamentanon which
nbthmg but"politenefs could preferve from
Bemg received by the auditor with a ﬁmle.
But m what manner, I hear it rephed are'
they, who are not w1ves and mothers, to
bufy lhemfelves? Even at prefent young
wofnen in general notwuhﬂ:andmg all their
eﬂ'orts to qulcken and enhven the ﬂqw—
paced hours, appear, if we may _]udge from
t'heu'3 countenancés and their language, not

’ P z. unfre-
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| ﬁhf&&uéﬁtiy o Teel thetnfelves unfuccefsfil!
If diéfs then, dnd what is called dxl’i‘pa‘utlona
aré not to be- a’HoWed tofill fo la ge a Tpace
in the courfe’ of fefnale  iife as they now
" overfpread ; and your defire to curtall, them
" #h the exercife of thxs branch of thex; CK%
blithed prerogative is, by fo means;;' equi;
wcal ‘How .ate’ wel‘l-’bred women to ﬁx -
pOrt ‘therifelvés in' the ﬁngle ﬁate throug(h
the difrddl Vac:u&y tiut feéms to awalt tﬁem’
This quéftion it’ may be fuﬂiment to an{"wef
by hriothér: H"ydtjng ‘ahd wéll-bred Wb
el arfé ot 'accuftdmed, in" their ﬁngTe
- ftate, r%gtﬂarly‘ to Aflign &' Targe proportion
of theif hovrs to feribhs ‘and’ inftrudivé
Gccupﬁtidns- iwht broTpc& what hope 1§
thére'that,’ when marsied; they will ‘affiime
"habith to- whith théy have ever been’ frans

gers, and .exthange idlenefs and volanhty_

for ﬂeadmefaqnd exerﬁonP S

- 'I"o dVery wm)man, whethe'r ﬁngle or
married, the habit of regularly allottmg to
}mprovmg' books al pomon of each days,

Al e [ and
. [ ]
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and, as far as may be pradicable, at flated
hmu’s, canpot bp too ﬁrongly recoqlmeqdcd
as comgrehendlpg whatever wntmgs xﬁay
contrxbute to her v1rtue, l?cr ufefulnefs, and
her mnocent fatlsfaEtlon, to her ha?pmefs
m th1s world and i in the next. She who
beheves that fhe i is to furvxve in another
ﬁate of bemg through eternity, and is duly
lmpreﬁ'ed by the awfu] convuihon, wﬂl not

'be feduced from an habitual fudy of the
Holy Scnptures, and of other Works calcu-

lated to imprint on her heart the compara-
tively fma]l importance. of the pains and
pleafures of this penod of exxﬁence and
R’ ﬁll her w1th that knowledge, and mfplre

v her wu,h thofe views and dlfpoﬁtlons, which
) may enable her to rejoice in the contem-
, platxon of futunty With the time allotted

to the regular perufal of the word of God,'
and of performances whlch enforce and
jluftrate the rules of Chriftian duty, no
Other kmd of readmg ought to be permxtted
to ;nterfere. At other pasts, of the da}{ let

P 3 hx ory,

N T
.
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Wiftoryy blograpliy,. poetry, or fome of the
‘virious: branches: of elegant and 'prefitable
Jmodledge, pay their tribute of inftruion
and amufement. - But let her ftudies bo

confiried within the ftricteft limits of puri-
ty. ~Let whatever fhe perufes in her  moft
private: hours be fuch as the needs not to

‘be afhamed of reading aloud to thofe whofe
~ good opinion fhe is moft anxious to deferve.

Let her' ié'memBer that there is aii 'aH-fee-
ing' éye, which is ever fixed upon her, even
ini hér clofeft’ reurement. " R

':';;;’1»".‘.: PR . oo

"+ *There is one fpecies of writings ‘which

‘obtains - from a confiderable proportion of
tHe fernale fex a reception much more fic

“vbutablethan is aceorded to other kihds of

dompofition more worthy of ‘enicourage-
wént: It is fcarcely neceffary to-add the
tfiamie of romances. © ‘Works- of this: nature
"ndt dafrequently deferve the praife of inge-
nulty-of -plan and- contrivince; of dccurate
atidowell-fupported 'difctimination: of cha-
r4@uty and of force and: elegance of: lin-
- : PR guage.

—— . -
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guage. 5. Seme have.profeflodly. beeyy et
pofed: with-@ defign to favour thel intciiefts
of morility: And amorg thofe- whith ard
déemed:td have on the whole 2 moral tene
denty;xa-very few. perhaps might-he fe-
le@ed which are not ligble to the difgraceful
charge «f being contaminated occafiopally
by dacidents. and paflages unfit to be pre.

fented. to: the reader; a charge fo yery
genepally, to be. alleged -with juftice,: that

‘gven of the novels which poflefs great, and

eftablithed reputation, fome are. totally jms
proper, in confequence of fuch admixture,

o' b, perufed by the eye of delicacy.. Ppor,

‘tndeedy.are the fervices rendered to. virtue
by a-waiter, however he-may boaft that the

‘pbjeck: of his. performance is to exhibit. the
_vicigus as-infamous and unhappy, who,;in

tracing; the progrefs of vice to infamy and
unhappinafs, introduges the reader to {cenes
and; language adapied to -wear away sthe
quick feelings- of modefty, which form, at
once the praament and the. {afeguard..of in-
-netence;.and Jike-the bloom upon. a plumb,
TS P 4 if



216 oW THE EMPLOYMENY OF . TIND

ifsonce. efficed, - commenly difappear for
over. +To indulge ina pradtice of veading
romances 18, in- feveral other pirticulars,
liablerto produce mifchievous effe&s. Such
compofitions are, to moft perfons, extremely
‘engaging. That ftory’ muft be uncommoaly
“barren, or wretchedly told, of which, after
_having heard the beginning, we defize nat
tq know the end. To the pleafyre.of Jearn-
-ing the ultimate fortunes of the herces-and
‘heroines of the tale, the novel commonly
adds, in a greater or in a lefs dcgfee,, that
‘which . arifes from animated 4def¢rip§io/n,
- from lively dialogue, or from intergfting
- {entiment. Hence the perufal of one so-
: mance leads, with much more frequency
- than s the cafe with refpe@ to works.of
- ,other-kinds, to the fpeedy :perufal>ofidn-
~.other.. -Thus a habit is formed, a habitat
.- firft; perhaps, of limited iridlﬂgéncé iBut
s "o habit that is continually found ‘more “for-
= 'tmidable and more encroaching; * The: ‘appe-
“ ititebécomes'too keén to be'denied; and:in

propromon as :t'is more urgent, ngs ‘Jefs
i mf;(ir,m e g T A 1) Ligfce
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pice and fele@ in its fare. What would
formerly ‘have given offence, now .gives
mone., 'The palate is vitiated or made dull.
‘The produce of the book-club, and ‘the
contents of the circulating library: are de-
*voured with indifcriminate and infatiable
avidity. - Hence the mind is fecretly cor-
‘rupted. ' Let it be obferved too, that in ex-
a& correfpondence with the increafe of a
“paffion for reading novels, an averfion to
" reading -of amore improving nature will
- gather firength. There is yet another con-

- {fequence too ‘important to be overlooked.
-'The cataftrophe and the incidents of ro-
-+mances commonly turn on the viciffitudes
v and effe@s of  a paffion the moft powerful
. of all: thefe which agitate the human heart.
:Hence the ftudy of them frequently creates

» 3 fulceptibility of impreffion and a prema-
; fure .warmth of tender emotions, which,
.ot to dpeak of  other poflible effeCts, have
B ._l;agcn;.k;iown- to betray young women into
, a fudden- attachment {0 perfons unworthy
.--of .their affection, and.thus to hutry them
.. jnto.marriages terminating in unhappinefs,
In
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v ¥traddition to théiregular habit oF ufeful-
réadifry; the: cuftomy of - committingto. the-
meémory fele and athple portions of poetie:
cdmpofitions, not for the purpofe-of oftdit.-
tatioufly quoting thésm'in ‘mixed ‘company,"

but.for.'the fake of private improvement,”

deferves; in confequence of it¢: beneficial
tendency, to be mentioned with @very high:
degres of praife. The mind is thuyftored.
witha" Jafting treafure of fentiments and:
ideas, 'combined by writers of tranfeendent:
geniug - and vigorous- imagination;’ cléthed-
inappropriate, nervous, and: glowing: land
guiagk, " and imprefled 'by' the powers -of
cidénce and harmoty. ~Let 'the ‘poéeryy
héwevet, be well ‘chofen: Let it belfuch’
as €l@vifes the héart with the ardouti-of dul!
vation, ‘#dds ‘energy and” grace to:precepts!
of mdtality, kindles bétievélence by pathetiel
matative and refletion, enters with Fatiirdb
and lively deferiptioninto the varietied o
cHaratter, or prefents vivid pictares-of dekiay
i i 'Ot beautifal 'in the feeniety GF vl
tute. 2OStrch “are int. fétieral 'the Worls of
MiltéH: "of Thomfon, of Gray, of Mafon,

' and
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and of Cowper.  It.is,thus that the beauty

and grandeur of nature will be contermnplated-
with mew pleafure, - It is thus that tafle,
will be called forth, cmercxfed and correed,
It is thus- that judgement will be ﬁrength--
ened, virtuous emotions- cherithed, piety:
animated.and exalted, - At all times, and.
under ;every circumftance, the heart pene.:
ttated with religion, will delight itfelf in the-
recolle&tion of paflages, which difplay the-
perfe@ions of that Being on whom it trufts,,
andithe. glorious hopes, to which it afpires..
When afflition weighs.down the fpirits, or:
ficknefs..the ftrength, it is then that sheir
cheering .influence will be doubly felt.
‘When, old age, difabling the fufferer from:
the frequent ufe of books, obliges the mind
to.turn inward upon.itfelf; the memory,
long retentive, even in its decay, of the ac-,
quifitipng which it had attained and valued.
ip, itg early vigour,, ﬁlll fuggeﬁs the l"\@%
wlpch bave again and Aagain diffufed rapture
through. the bofom of (health, and are yet,

'Cppablc,\of ovcrfp:e%dmg the hours of de-

b I Fa T iy e | Cl’CpltlldO
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srepitude and the couch of . pain with epn;
{plqtion.. S . ‘

4

o
But it is not from booLs alone that a

conﬁdcrate Voumr woman is to feek her
gratifications. 'The difcharge of relative
duties, and..the. exercife of benevolence
form additional fources of a@ivity and. en-
Joyment. To give delight in the affe&ion-
ate intercourfe of domeftic foc1ety, to re-
he\e a parent in the fuperintendence . of
famlly affairs; to fmooth the bed of fick-
nefb, and cheer the decline of age ; to e%-
amme 1mo the wants and dxﬁreﬂ'es of the
female inhabitants of the nelghbourhoed

to promote ufeful inftitutions for the com-
fort of mothers, and for the 1nﬁru&,1on of
chlldren~ and to give t to thofe m{htuuons
that degree of attentlon, which, th.hout re-
V qmnng either much time or ‘much perf‘onal
troub]e, will facilitate their ef’cablehment‘
and extend their ufefulnefs : thefe alt em-
ployments congema.l to female fympat!‘ly

emplcryments in the precife line of’ fema{’

g duty.
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‘duty; empioyments which ‘diffufe gétiine
* and lafting confolation among thofe whoth
they are deﬁgned to benefit, 2nd never fail
to improve the’ heart of her who is engarred
in them o

- In pointing out what ought to be doné,
let juftice bié rendered to what has beén done.
In t‘hc‘ difcharge of the domeftic offices of
kindnefs; and in ‘the exercife of. charitable
and “friéndly regard to “the. neigﬁbouring
pdor; wonien in general are exemplary. ' In
the latter branch of Chriftian virtie, an ac-
ceffion bf energy has been witnefled within
‘a few yedts. "~Many ladies havé thewn, and
ftill continue to thew, their earneft folicitude
for 'tlie: welfare of ﬂie’wtefched and the ig-
' norant, by fpontancoufly ef‘cabh{hmo fchools
of mauﬁry andof religious mftm&wn, and

iw1th a ftill mote beneﬁcml warmth of be-
"nevolence, have taken the regular mfpe&xon
of them upon. themfelves. May they- fted-

faﬂsly perf;vere, and be umtatpd by, num.-
bers!

AR TR

Among
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.hAmbng the employments of timie, whith,:

though regarded with dwe attention by marny’
youligiwomen, are’'more or- lefs: neglected;
b4 confiderable number, moderate exers:
cifetin the open air claims to beinoticeds’
Sederitary confinement in hot apartments on’
the:olte hand, and: public diverfibns: fres.
quented; ‘on the other, in: buildings: il
tore ¢rowded -and’ ftifling, are ofeén’ perd
mitted fo to occupy the time as ‘by-degrees:
even ito wéar away the relith for.thefrethi
nefs:of a pure atmofphere, for- the beantics
and:‘amufements of “the' garden, and :for
thofe “ rural fights and rural ‘fonads®
which delighit the ‘miad uncorrupred. by
idlenefs, folly, or vice. Enfeebled teealthy'
a capricious temper, low and irritable fpirits;
and the lofs of many pure and continually
recurring enjoyments, are among the con-
fequences of fuch mifcondud,

- But thbugh books obtain their reafonable
“portion of the day, though health has been
confulted, the demands of duty fulfilled,

- and

[
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and. the -dictates of - beriqvolente: oheyed,
there, will get be houxs remaining uneccus
pied;. hours for which . ne fpgeific . emplay~
ment; has: yet been provided. For; fuch
h6uss it.is-not the.intention of thefe (pages
te preferibe any: fpecific employment. -What’
if.fome fpace be afligned to the ufeful .and
dlegantarts of. female induftry?  But.is:ing
duftry-te:pofiefs them all? Let the innocent,
amuferhepts which home furnithes claim.
théiribade.: Itis a claim which fhall cheer-
fully be! allowed. - Do amufements. abroad
offer heir. pretenfions? ‘Neither fhall: thoy;
on propar oecafions, be unheard. A well-
regulased Jife will never know a vacuutm
fufficient ¢ require an- immoderate {hane-of:
pubhq’amufcments to fill i L 2N AL
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' CHAP. XL

. CONSIDERATIONS ANTECEDENT TO'
. MARRIAGE.

Is. the preceding pages, which have had
an evident and primary reference. to the
fituation of unmarried women, I have been
ﬁ;&_der the neceflity of {peaking largely con-
carning various - duties, - which appertain
equally to thofe ' wha .are no longer fingle.
I have therefore to entreat the: reader, if
of the latter defcription, Rill to regard the
foregoing part of this treatife: as addrefled
alfo to herfelf; if of the former,.to believe
herfelf, even at prefent, concerned in many.
of the fubfequent obfervations, though they
fhould feem to refer folely to a cendition of
life into which fhe has not yet entered.

Tt will be proper, however, befofe the
duties of a married woman are particue
' 2 * larifed,

-
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larifed, to be explicitconcerning fome points,
on attention to which the probability of
~ happinefs in matrimonial life radically de-
pends. . ' . ' '

~ The profpe@ of paffing a fingle month
with an acquaintance, whofe fociety weknow
to be unpleafing, is a profpe@ from which
every mind recoils. Were the time of inter-
courfe anteéedently fixed to extend to a year,
or to a longer period, our repugnance would
be proportionally great. Were the term to
reach to the death of one of the parties, the
evil would appear in forefight fcarcely to be
endured. But further; let it be fuppofed,
not only that the parties were to be bound
during their joint lives to the fociety of
each other; but that their interefts were to
be infeparably blended together in all cir-
cumftances. And, in the next place, let it
alfo be fuppofed that the two parties were

not to engage in this affociation on terms.
of perfe@t equality; but that one of them

was neceflarily to be placed, as to various

Q par-
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]fafﬁcuiérs, in 4 fate of fubordination to
the other: What caution would be' requi«
fite in' each of the parties, what ‘efpecial
caution would be requifite in the party
deftined to fubordination, antecedently to
fuch an engagement ! How divetfified, how
ftié, how perfevering fhould 'be the in-
quities of each refpedting the other, and
efpecially of the latter refpe@ing the former!
Unlefs the difpofitions, the tempet, the | ﬁaﬂ-
bits, the genuine chara@er and inmboft prin-
ciples were mutually known; what rational
hope, what tolerable chance of’ hhppmefs
could fubfit? And if happinefs thould not
be the lot of the two aflociates, would ‘not
their difquictudes be’ proportionate’ to - the
clofenefs of their union? Let this’ reafonmg
be transferred to the cafe of mat‘nagé

I

ththcr marriage cﬂabhihea betwcﬁn thg
hufband and the wife a perfe@ equualityief
Tights, or conveys to the former a certam :
.degree of fuperiority over the latter, is,a
pomt not' left among Chnﬂmns to:be. d;ev
: cided




A SEA TO Mﬁk‘RIAGE- Y 2 927

-cided, by fpeculative arguments. The inti-
mation of the divine will, communicated to
the firft woman immediately after the fall,
is corrgborated by various injun&ions de-
]ivcréxi, in the New Teftament. * Let the
* wife fee that the reverence her hufband.”—+
¢ Wives, {ubmit yourfelves untq your own
% hufbands as unto the Lord; for the hufs
“ band.is the head of the wife, even -ap
¢ Chrift is the head of the Ghurch 3-—there-
¢ fore, as the church is fubje& unto Chnﬁ,
f fo'let the wives be to their own hufbands
“in every. thing(o).”, The.command in
the fecond of thefe paffages is fo. explicit,
and: illyftrated by a comparifon fo ims
preflive, that it is needlefs to recite othet
texts. of a. ﬁmxlar import. The obedience,
however,, ‘which i3 here enjoined by the
Apofile, is not unlimited obedience. Were
a hufband prefumptuoufly to require his
twife to"infrin’ge the pmperty or other rights

(o) Ephef v. 33 —22. 24. -—Sec alfo Coloff. iii. 18.—
¥ Cor. xiv. 14, 35.—1 Txm il 110 15.—Titus, ii. 5—-

!%ter,nfﬂx R R S
Gl Qz of
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6f 2 thifd perfon, "6t to" tranfgrefs 'dny ‘of
tHe ’c‘ﬁvine laws, fhe ‘would be’ botind ‘to
obey (od tathet than man. And itis very
poﬁible that he’ mlght be in other’réibe&s
“fo unreafonable and ‘injurious ' his. in-
juné’aons, that the rmght with' juftice con-
ceive ‘herfelf exempted as to thofe particu-
lar inftances, from the dbligation’ of implicit

“fubmiffion- to ks “authority. St. Paul 'di-

re@s children “to ‘obey their parents; and
fervants their mafters “ in o/ things(p).”

"Yet it'is manifeft that his dire@ion ¥4s not
mtended to reach to things finful; “Hof' to
other extreme cafes which mlght be devifed.
Ttis reafonab]e, therefore, and it is a}fé con-
formab]e to the general mode of’ conveymg
mor?! 't‘hre&lons which is adopted in the
qcnptures, to underﬁand his ftrong Jecla-
ration, concermng the authonty of i hul'
band as, limited by reﬂ;n&lons and ex-
ceptxons, correfpondn}g to thofe w1th which
. his equally ﬁrong declaratxons concermng

S fp) Coleffuili. z0n 220 4 1

~ the
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the authority of. parents and of maﬁcr; are
manifeftly to be underﬁood But, t,hough
in cafes -fuch as have been fuppofed the
duty.of. fgmale obedience is ﬁlfpendeq,,; it is
fufpended in thefe enly. She who js com-
manded:to “ be fubjec to her head, the huf-
¢ band, as the church is fubjeét to, Chrift,
“.jts- 'l‘lead,’v’ cannot doubt that .obedience,
“when it ¢an innocently be renderqd,, is a
‘hranch ofher connublal duty. S gt

A branch of duty in lts nature foi 1mpox;t,
ant and extenﬁve, ought to be conﬁdered
,antgcedenﬂy 'to marriage with religious
fcrupyloufnefs. And while the obhganon
. is acknowledged, lct not the ends fpx which
it s impofed be mifconceived. Let not
. pnde or ignorance be for a moment per-
-mitted. to fuggeft that the Father of the
nmverfe, in allottmg obedience to the wife,
‘fhas dl{played a partial regard to the Welfare
hgpd\‘,comfort of the hufband, Fternal wif-

“dom,’ mcapable of error and of caprice, has
in this difpenfation confulted her happinefs

.t Q'3' no
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no 1¢fsthan that of Heraffociate. . Ifit wera
defitableto prévent or to'leflen the! bickers
ings, the confli@s, the pertinacious-contra«
riety of plans and proje@s, which, in a fRate
imperfe® as human nature ‘s, would: per=
petually arifé and involve families ih une
ceafihg confufion, were ~each party.-free
from anyobligation to acquiefte' in the de-
cifion of the other ; by what method, were
we to confult the dictates of unbiafled judg-
ment, thould we deem the obje@ moft likely
to be attained? Unddubtedly by the miethod
which Providencé 'has adopted ; by affigns
iig to one of the partneré ‘in 'matﬁage‘a
fixed pre-eminence over the other. i If:this
point be once ‘conceded, there vannot be
tobm for much hefitation s to the ohly re-
‘maming queftion: to which of ‘the two
parties would'it be wifeft and beft'that the
*pi-e-emlhence thould be affigned? As' ‘the
burdeh of the moft laborious officés in hf’e,
of thofe offices which' require the gleateft
exertions, the ‘deepeft refletion, and'the
moﬁ comprehenﬁve Judgement is devolvc&

upon
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quahﬁﬁd fer the dxfcharge of th¢fe,g£§.p§s
‘has: been, . furnithed by .his : creator, with
-powers. of inveftigation and of forefight in
2. {fomewhat larger meafure than thea other
{ex, who, have been, recempenfed by, an
ample fhare of mental endowments of .a dif-
fergnt-kind ; it feems an appointment both
realongble in its nature and moft conducive
1o the happinefs, not. only of the man him.
fgif, but of his wife, of his children, and
of .all hisconne&ions, that he fthould be the
perfon to whom 'the. fuperiority fhould be

commwed, But Heaven has not left the
wife . deftitute or neglected. Security ia
provided for her in various ways againft an
drbitraryand tyrannical exercife of powgron
the.part.of the hufhand. Some limitations to
which his.authority is ﬁ;bgté'ted have alread)[
baen noticed. Thefe he well knows He '
kqowg 100, . that if he is entruﬁed Wlth
power, he ads under a propornonate re-
fponﬁl?xhty, that he a&s under the all-fecmg _
eye of his future Judge And if the Scrip-
turcs are on the one hand exprefs in éen-

U4 joining
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jJeining obedience $a-the wife, they aré no
kefs. gxplicit.on the, qther ,in:remiqd,ing d:e

fggh;gapcq,. themhyglyl and nwes—f%ﬂmg
tendernefs of affe@ion, which every. branch
of his behaviour towards his partner aught
to, difplay; and of the yeadinefs with, which
he ought to make: large facrifiges of pér-
fo,na} jnclination, <afe, and inteseft, when
-eﬁ'ent;al to her permanent welfare; ¢ Hub
“ l}andS, love, your.wives; and be pot, bittes
“ againft them (g).”, . % Ye hufbands, dwell
“ with _your wives accordlng ta kpowledge;
gnvmg honour. -untQ the wxfc, ag ynto the
.“ weakger veifel (r)” “ Hufbapds,. loye
“.your, waves, as, Chnﬁ; alfo. ]pvefl the
s Church and gave hlmfelf for it (J) I
.g, vqoman marries a perfon w1thoq§,1;qv§pg
'fufﬁclent realon to be fatisfied, fram a@ual
knowledge of his chagaétq:r, that  the com-
mandaqf the Scrxpturcs will decpde his cony
dlif}q Fhe fault fm:ely is herowg, ., .1 50

~v P . ~ el R 1[ Nt At
(73 ColofT iiic 19 ’fr) 1 Pet ul,] g
(ﬂi’{)hefv 25.
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.. *Ehe foundation ftht greﬁérﬁoﬁwﬁﬂ
the aribiappinefs which’ cloids ‘mhatrithoriat
life; iv15 e Tought' in' the tmcontet 'fy
pl‘évﬁeﬁt’iﬂ thé wofld; as to thofe" ‘tadiedt
pririciplés'on which chidra@ér and thé bex’-
ihanenée ' of chathCter’ depeﬁd —ithé pnhcx—
ples 6f- Migion* ' Popular language ‘iﬂdi- '
citds ‘thé" Rate ‘of popular opinion. Af dn
ainion about'to take place, or recently co:f-
tradted, between ‘two young' perfons, 'is
méntioned in' converfaﬁon, the firft queﬁlon
which< we hear afked concermng it s,
wikether”'it! be 4 gooﬁ’ match. The ver’y
couhtcrihnte dnd voice of the inquirer, and
ofthe aﬁf’éverer, the terms of the anfwér Te-
t’m’nexff’ ‘andthe obfervations; whether ex-
b‘reﬁive of Tatisfaétion or of' regfet, 'which
féllvffl)rﬁ the’ ]ips of ‘the company prefeni
ih the Eit‘de, All cohcir to’ thew what,'in
commol eftitnation, i4 meant by being ‘well
mattied. *If a yoting 'woman be deferibed
as thus mafried, the térms’imply, that he
is united to a man whofe rank and fortune
s fuch, when compared w1th her own or

JRAEN ' thofe
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tliolls of her parents|.that in pointof prece~ -
idelce] in .point of ¢ommand of finery and
ofmoney, fhe is; more or lefs, aigainer by
theobatgain, :They imply, that she will
pow - pofle(s .the ' enviable ! advantageds. .of
taking. place of other ladies'in: the neigh~
bouthood ; - of decking herfelf .put, with
jewels and lace; of inhabiting fplendid
apdttsaents ; rolling in handfome carriagess
gazing on numercus fervants in gandy lir
weries; and of going to Lenden, and:other
fathionable fcenes of :refort, in.’a degree
fomevthat higher than that in which.a caleyr
lating broker, after poring on her pedigree,
fumming up her property in hand,; and
computing, at ‘the market price, what is
sontingent or in. revefion, would, have
pronoun.ced her entitled, to them.. But what
do the terms imply as to the charader of
the man fele@led to be her hufband . Pro»
bably nothing. His .charaGer is 3 magter
which feldom enters into the confideration
of the perfons who-ufe them, unlefs it, at
k:ngth appears in:.the ﬂmpe of .an:after-
23T ,5“ R L BRI T thought;

H ( .40AC,,
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thought, ar.is awkwardly hitched into their
pemarks: for the fake of decorum.. : Jf-the
terms imply any thing, they mean no more
than that he is not fcandaloufly and: noto-
rioufly addicted to vice. He may be proud;
he may be ambitious, he may be malignant,
he may be:devoid of Chriftian priaciples;
pracice; and belief; or, to fay the very
leaft, it may be totaly unknown whether
he does not fall, in every particular, under
this' ‘defeription ; and yer, in the language
aud in the opinion of the generality. of
both; fexes, - the match. is excellent. . In:like
manner 2 {mall diminutien in the fuppofed
advantages already enumerated, though
counterpoifed -by the acquifition of a com-
panion’ eminent for his virtues, is fuppofed
to conftitute a-bad match; and is univerfally
lamented in polite meetings with real or
affe@ed concern. The good or bad fortune
of 'a young man in the choice of a wife i
eftimated according to the fame rules.:i-
T L .
-. Fromsthofe who contra@ marriages, ei-
ther chiefly, or in a confiderable degree,
' through
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through motives' of intereft or of ambition,
it would be folly- to: expect previous folici-
‘tizde. refpeting piety of heart. And it would
be equal folly to expe@ that fuch marri-
ages;, however they. may. anfwer the :pur-
- _pofes,of intereft or of ambition, {hpuld ten-
minate. . otherwife than in ‘wretchednefd.
Wealth may be fecured, rank may be ob-
ftained ; but if wealth and rank. are. to-be
main ingredients in the cup of matrimorial
felitity, the fweétnefs of the wine!will be
sexhaufted at once,and nothing remain: bt
Thittet' and corrofive dregs. When atiach-
-ments ‘are frée from the contasmimation: of
‘futh tinworthy motives; it by no'means.al-
“ways' follows that thuch atréntion.is: paid
‘t§ ihtrinfic- excéllence of moral: charadter.
"Affétion, quick-fighted in difcerning, -and
‘diligent in feratinifing, the minateft cirowm-
“flarites which contribute to thew ‘whether
Stds met with reciprocal fincerity’ dnd" a#dot,
is, in other refpets, putblind ‘and mconfi=
derate. - Tt magnifies' good quahties which
cx1ﬁ ] 1t feems tb itfelf to perceive’ "'merits
SR which,

ro
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_which; to 'other eyes; are invifible; -i:gives

credit for what it withes: to' difcoyery it
enquires’ not, where it fears a difappoint-
ment; - Yet, what fecurity can a womanh
have for happinefs in marviage, if the.only

- foundation.on which confidence :can be
- fafely repofed, be wanting? ' And ought the

not, in common prudence, to confider it s
wanting, until fhe is thoroughly con¥inced
of its exiftence? -Heérwhofe ruling priaci-
ple is that of ftedfaft obedience to the laws
of God, has a pledge to give, and it s a

~ pledge warthy of being, trufted, that he will

difcharge ‘his duty to his: fellow-creatures,
according to the different relations in which
henmay. be placed. Every. other hond of
sonfidencei is brittle as a.'thread, and: looks
fpecious only to prove dalufive. A woman
whe receives for. her hufband a. pexlon of
whafe, moral charater the knows.no, mere

.than:that it is outwardly decent, ftakes her

welfaze upon: a very hamrdous experiment.
,Shq: who; marries, a. man,. not. entitled  even
t,hat hymble prufc,, in; the hope of, re-

Hd claiming
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- . claiming- him, ftakes it on an experiment ’

in: which there is fcarce a probability of
ker fuecefs. R R
. 'Among various abfurd .and mifchievous
leflons- which young women were accuf
tomed in the laft age to learn from dramatic
¥eprefentations, ome of the moft: abfurd
" dnd - mifchievous was this: that 2 man of
vicious charaer was particularly’ likely,
when once reformed; to make a good and
exemplary hufband. - At thé conclufion of
_ dlmoft every comedy the hero of the piecey
fignalized throughout its progrefs -by qua-
lities: and conduc -radically incommpatible
with the exiftence of matrimonial: happi~
nefs,: was introduced upon the: ftage .as
having experienced a fudden .change of
heart, and become a convert, as by a.mirae
cle; to the ways of religion . and virtwe: ‘The
fame prepofterous reformation. oceafionally
finds a place in compofitions iof, modern
date; - The reafons. which: hawelinduced
many -writers, by .no means unfkilled: im
] 2 the
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the {cience” of human . miture, - to. conflrudt
their dramas on a plan fo unnaturalyave

‘evident. Following the bent of hisown:

contaminated mind, or folicitous only to
fuit the tafte of a. corrupted audience, the
author conceived immorality feafoned with
wit to. furnith the moft.copious and attrac-
tive: fund of entertainment. He formed
his plot, drew his chara&ers, and arranged
his incidents, accordingly. ‘His catafirophe
was to-turn on the ufual hinge, marriage.
But though he had, without fcruple, exhi-
bited his hero through four entire a&ts, and.
three quarters of the fifth, as unprincipled ;
yet in the final fcene to unite him unprin-
cipled ‘ag he was to the lady of his. withss;
a:Jady too whom it had been found conve~
gient to reprefent throughout the .drama im
acmuch .mere refpe@able light than- hed
infended - hufband, was an indecorum: too
fagrant o be hazarded.. For form’s fake,
therefore,' it was neceffary that an. inftantas
heous seformation thould be fuppofed ta he
wrotightiin. his heart. Let the female fext
s , , - be



240 CONSIDERATIONS ANTECEDENT

be affisted, that whenever on the fhge of
real life an .irreligious-and immoraf young
man-is fuddenly féwnd, when on the eve
of miatrimony, to change his external-con-
du&, ‘and . to recom;nend himfelf by pro-
feflions of a determination to amend; the
probabilitythat the change is-adopted; as
in the theatre,. for the fake of form- and
convenience, and that it will not be durable
after the purpofes of form and eonvenience
~ fhall have been.anfwered by it, is one of
thofe which apphoach the neareft: to-cer
uimy'. ' S .,...;;.,}
. The trnths hxch havc been meulcltdj
are fuch as ought to. be_ eftablifhed; in.the
mind while the affedtions .are: yét unend
gaged. When the heatt has received asf
iimpreffion,. reafon.a&s feebly or-tredchdr-
oufly. But let not the recent impreffion be
permitted to fink deeper,- ere the ‘h4bitnst
principles and - conduct -of him who his
made it fhall have been afcertainéd. ; O
thefe. points in particular,: pointé Which &
. o young
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-young woman, cannot -herfelf poffels ade-
' quate meangof invefligating, let theadvice
- and inquiries of virtwous relatives be Toki-
sited. . Let: nof, their, opiniops, though. the

- purpart of them fhould prove unacceptable,
.be underyalued;;: nor -their, remonftrances,
3 they fhould remonfirate; he:confisued ds
akindaefs, - Let it be remembered thac,
-sjthough . parental authority: can mgver: be
Juftified in copfirainipg A davghter to.marry
-againg her-will, theve are many ddfessin

. Hbidl it, may. be. juﬂlﬁcd in reguiring her

ita- Paufe :Let it_be remembered, that if
the ﬂmuld unite_ herfelf 1o a_man who is
wnifettled as to the principles, or carelefs as
4o the praétical. duties. of Chriftianity,. the
‘has:to dread :nat only ithe rifk of perfonal
‘wabappinafs fram his condu@ itowirds her,
.but - the: -dangerous contagion' of intimate
gample; fhe has to dread that his unfieddi-
MG may render her unfteady, his carelefl-
Bels may toach her to be carelefs. . Dogs:
the. profped -appear. glosmy ! .Let her. be
vifc, ket her exert herfelf, bchrenns tép

viLoLu R late. .
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fated<oFe is.better” to ' éncotinter ‘prefent
“Bnkiety, ‘than’ t6 avoid it ‘at the expenfe of
*g!’éatér and--duable evils,  And even’ i
affction: ‘has slréady aceqbired:fuch foree, as
‘not to be repreffed -without' very 'piniftl
Aruggles 5 let her: be eonfoled and driimatéd -
by the confdsuliiefs that the fatrifide is %o
-prevert, whilé- prevention is “yet: in-Her
“power, years of danger and of miferyy thit
“it:is an-a not only of ultimate kindnellto
herfelf, buv of daty:to Gody ad thae every
-2t of humble’ and perfevering dmy mey
“hiope ta 'recelve; it a better world, b fewssd
: roporuoned ‘to-the ﬁventy’ef the prials

';:.; NI O, )‘.\uul

In a'union'fo intimdté a4 that Of ‘Mma¥t-

K mom:d life, thofe diverfities: m’céﬂipléf R
- bits,and mzhnauom,wluch iren fei’sdl&féwn
“ne@ion might not have'bedn dMin®ly per-
-ceived, 'or would have Attraied. Hotie it
" feldom, unavoidably Twell T8 fmportande.
I Wien farfaces are'contiguots, every lite
iprominence is tautuilly felt. Hence; xnbhy
“the qualifications which -influsade sthe pro-
PR SR 4 ~ bability




, o 70 MARRMIAGR - - 243
bdbdity of connubial’ comfort, a reafonable
fimilarity ‘of d‘tfpoﬁtiom between the twé
-parties is.one of efpecial moment,  Where
ﬁrong affe@tion prevails, a fpmt of accom-
modation will prevail alfo: bit it is not
defirable that ithe fpirit of accominodation
fhotild be fubjeted to tlgorous o very fre-
quent experiménts. Great difparity in'age
‘bétween a hufband and a wife, ot 'a wide
'dlﬂ'erence in rank antecedently to marriage,
is, on' this account, liable to'be produdtive
“of difquietude. 'f’he‘f prighithitiels- of youth
: cfeems levity, and the fobrretf of diaturer
“years to bd tin@ired with moroTenefs, wheh
clofely contrafted. A fudden ffrodu@ion
to_afftyence, a fudden and great elevation
“in the fcale of fociety, are apt to intoxicate;,
.and a. fudden redu@ion in outward ap-

. pearance to be felt as degrading. Inflances,
- howewer,: are not very rare in which the
~force. of affe@ion, of good fenfe, -end of
-'good- principles, fhews. itfelf permanently
fupe:igit to:the influence of caufes, which,
-Jn mmds lefs happily attempered, and lefs
vl R 2 under
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amder- the guldance of rehgxous motxves,
prove fources.of anxxety,.and vexatxon, .

) To dcludc a,young man bx encouragmg .,
his attentions for the pleafure of exhibiting
him 28,3 Conqucﬁ, for, the purpofe of -exe
citing. the affiduities of another perfon, of
from any motive' except Vtﬁe impulfe of
‘repugnant to Juﬁxcc, and to dclxcaqy of fen-
timent, to equire much obferva,uon,. \ Onv
fuch ﬁxbjcé';s, even ,mpdvertence 1$},‘l”ghly

gull:aple. What, ;then, is the guilt of heky

,wha deliberately mifes hqpcs which, ﬂac is.
refolved motto fulfil} - - ... o
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 CHAP. XIL

.ON THE DUTIES OF .MATRIMONIAL

’ ~ LIPE. ’ D

'Amon'c the moft important of the 'du-
ties peculiar to the fituation of a married
woman, are to be placed thofe arifing from
the ihfluence which fhe will naturally pof-
fefs over the condu& and chara&er of her’
hufband: "If it-be fcarcely poffible for two
perfons, conne@ed by the' ties of common
friendfhip, to' live conftantly together,. or
even habitually to pafs much time in the
fociety of each other, without gradually
approaching nearer and nearer in their
fentiments and habits; ftill lefs probable is
it, that from the clofeft and moft attra&tive
of all bands of union a fimilar effe& fhould
not be the refult. The effet will be expe-

| nenced by both' parties, and pcrhapk inan

R3 equal

AN
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equal degree but 1f it be felt by one in a
greater degree than by the other, it is likely
to be thus felt by the hufband. In female

. manners infpired by affeGtion, and bearing
at once the ftamp of modefty and of good
fenfe, example operates with a captivating
force which few bofoms can refit. When
the heart is won, the judgement is eafily per-
fuaded. Tt waits not for the flow procefs of
rgument to prove that ta be right which lt
already thinks too amiable to be wrong
To the fafcinating charms of female virtue,
when adorned by its higheft embellithment,

- diffidence, the _Scriptures themfelves bear
teftimony. St. Peter, addreffing himfelf to
mamed women, fome of whom, in thofe
. days, Iad been converted to the Chriftian
religion, while 'their hufbands remained
”y'et ‘in. idolatry, fpeaks in the followit;g
terma « Likewife, ye wives, be in fub-
K Je&mn to your own huﬂ)ands that if
“ any obey not t_he word, they alfo, with-
"% out the word, may be won by-the coms
* verfanon of the wwes; while they behold
(14 your
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“ yoyr chafte converfation coupled with
« fear (#).” To every woman who, i in'mo-
dern times, is unhappy enough to have a
hufband ignorant of the evidence, uncon-
vinced Qf the truth, or utterly regardlefs of

the precepts of Chriftianity, this dire@ion
of the Apoftle indicates an obje& which
ought to be among the neareft to her heart;
and at the fame time defcribes, with an ac-
curate infight into the nature of the human
‘mind, the methods from which, under the
fupermtendmg control of Providence, the
attainment of it is to be expetted. But it
fpeaks to ‘married women univerfally,” To
"every one who difcerns in the behavicur of

~ her hufband a habit of deviation, in’ any

irefpe& from the path of Chriftian reéh-

“tude, it fpeaks the language of mﬁrué;hon
"_and of encouragement. If the ;xample of

a w1fe en,deanng herfelf to her hu{band by

@ chaﬁe converfation,” by purity qf map-
’ ’ners and of condu, “ qoupled with fear, _

4

Wi

umted w1th mode& refpe& and uqaﬂ'ummg

v ""'1\ e /(i‘)iﬂe&t,m Ly et~ ~ sernlaay & )
E R 4 mlldneﬁs,
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m;Ldnefs, woyld: hetthus éfficacious. fir re-
claiming a perfon jmmetfed in the darkre(s’
and-the immoralities. of Paganifin'; fhall ¢
now. lpa without power to detach him. who'
daily. beholds it from {maller errors:?” - Shall
riot, the divine bleﬁ'mg which hecctofore
¢nabled it to do fo much, enable it now to
do’ vyhat islefs? Tts power'is neither dimi-
nithed, ‘nor forfaken of ‘the divine blefling.'
It labours in fecrecy and .ﬁlencc,, unobtru~
five and unfeen; but' it is, at this hbur,
perfarming its part throbighout every quar-'
ter of the Chriftian world, in weanrig from:
pre_]udlces, in diffuading from vice, in fix-
ing.the wavering, in foftening the obdutate,
ini rendering virtue.and holinefs beloved;in:
diffubing peace and happinefs, and- i pre=i
paring ‘thofe on whom it opefates for highek"
felicityhereafter.© Women “appedt to b
on the whole, mdre difpofed to’ felijid:
ous rtorifiderations than ‘men. * 'They-have:
minds more fufcéptible of ﬁvdy Fprefd
fionsyuthey afe-lefs 'expofed than: the' Sthet’
fox ithithe: temptations of open’ vice ;”they-

At o have
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have®Quicker feelings of native:delicacybitd
a: firgnger fenfe of thame; fio ingonfiderable -
fappofts.to’virtue ; ‘aind-they are fubjeded,
in‘a ‘peculiar degree, to viciffitudes of hetlth
adapted‘to: awaken feriéous thought, and to
fet beforeithem the profpe& and the cbnfe-
quences ‘of diffolution.” The fteady glow’
of: piety:excited in the mind of the wife
has, “in ‘mumniberlefs inftances, diffufed itfelf
throdgh:the breaft: of the hufband; aid it
has in ndinftance diffufed itfelf through his
breaft, \without adding to‘the warmth of
connubmﬂ aﬁ'eé'tlonL S
. ~Butfnevcr let it be forgotten that female
exarhple, if it be thus capable of befriend--
ing.the chufe of religion and the* interelts
of moral reQitude, is equally capable of
proving itfelf one of the moft dangerons.of
their foes. We ate all prone to: copy a
quql,V(;hqugh a faulty model, which :is.
cog.ti,qullg;bcfore us. .- When the: perfons
by whom, it is exhibited ‘are-indifferent.to
ug,, we. yet, conform to- it .imperceptihly;

Srg g when
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when they are efteemed and loved, we are’
enfnared. into - imitation even with open
eyes, She who, at prefent, appears to.
regard piety of heart as a matter but of fe-.

condary 1mportancc, knows not whether
fhe fhall not have to anfwer at the day of

retribution for having betrayed her hufband.

into a negle& of his eternal welfare. ;She
who fets the pattern of {lighting one Chrif-
tian ordinance, of difobeying one Chriftiap
precept, contributes not omly to lead her
‘hufband into. the fame fault, but hkewxfe
to weaken his attachment to every other,
Chriftian ordinance, and to impair the fenfe
which he entertains, be it more or lefs
firong, of the obligation and importance of
the other precepts of the Gofpel. * If you
| are incapable of being, in the moft impor-.
tant points, a beneficial companion to your
hufband, beware at leaft of being a noxjous
aflociate. If yo&i are unable to throw any-
weight into the feale of his virtues, at leaft
beware that the oppofite fcale be not loadcd
with failings borrowed from yourfelf. 3

4 - But,




MATRIMONIAL LIFE. a5

_ Buf, whatever be the influence which
the amiable virtues of a wife may obtain '

over her hufband, let not the conicioufnefs
of it ever lead her to feek opportunities of

difplaying it, nor to cherith a wifh to in- .

trude into thofe departments which belong
not to her jurifdittion. Content with the
pifovince which reafon and revelation have
afigned to her, and fedulous to fulfil, with
cheerful alacrity, the duties which' they
pre['cnbe ; let her equally guard againft
deﬁrmg to poflefs undue weight over her
huﬂ)ands condu&, and againft exercnﬁng
amifs that which properly belongs to her.
Let her remember too that the juft regard,
whlch has been acquired by artlefs attrac-
tions, may be loft by unwarrantable and
teafing competition. N
"' 'The love of power, congenial to the hu-
\;nan'breaﬁ reveals itfelf in the two fexes
ur;der different forms, but with equal force.
'Hence have arifen the open endeavours
fometxmes dxfcermblc on the part of wives

i of
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of turbulent paffions, and the obliqué ma-
chinations vifible among others-of 'a’ cun-'
ning turn of mind, to carry favoutite poinits’
againft the will of their hufbands. If we'
may give credit to the writers of cbxﬁedy,'
andl 6 the weekly or diurnal editors of pe-
riodical papers, at the end of the laft ceniury:
and early in the prefent, for accurate obferv—'l
ation and juft defcription of the manners
df their contemporaries ; the grand fefource,
at that period, of a' lady whofe' hufband
was cruel enough to deny her any thmg o’
which fhe had fet her heart, from a LOndOn'-:
jorney to a piece of brocade, was to" fall
intd an hyfteric. * The reign of fits“and
vipours feems now 'to be clofed.’ Tet rot’
thie: difpofitions, by which it was mtrdddced
arid upheld, be found to ‘furvive its* fall.”
Let it ever be remembered, that fhie’ “ihe®
by teafing, by wheedling, by fineffe under
any ‘fhape whatever, fecks to wedry or ‘to"
decéivé her hufband into confent or Vaci”
quiefcence, aéts no lefs plainly in oppofition
to-hér duty of fcriptural obedience, than
: the
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the would have done had.fhe driven him.into
compliance. by the menaces and-weapons of
anAmam L _, \ ST 3 ‘t ‘"? i ,",‘ E'A !

, “ I befeech you . fa;d[, «S& Paul © -lm
Epheﬁan copverts, “ that ye walk worthy
* the vogation wherewith: 'ye, are callgds
“ with all lowline(s. and  mecknefs, with
“ long-fuffering, forbearing one another-in
“loves endeayouring to keep the unity of

« the {pirit.in the.hond, of peace(s).” . This,
camegl -and affeCtionate. agvicg, though QTir.
- ginally rqfempg to.the, general condition,
‘apd manner of life to which Chriftians are.
<glled, has, a propricty fingularly appofite.
‘when applied o, the ftate of marriage. . Lat
.every, marsied woman, regard, the admo-.
‘nmqn as though it had been pronoupced.
hy the Apoﬁl; for her fake, . . . ,,:

e e s BT

I‘ o: preferye ummpam;d the aﬂ'e&lons £f.
-her aﬁ’ocxate, to. convinge him, that in hjs

)|"" ~

(RCARRENTAS L A (l{) Ephe’f.ﬂl%l—-;. B .
SRt L o . Judges-
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jédgement of her charatter formed antcce-
dently.to marriage, he ‘was neither blinded
by partiality, nor deluded by anifice, witl
be the uniform ftudy of every woman who
confults her own happinefs and the ralés of
Chriftian duty.. ‘The ftrongeft-attachmerit
will decline, if it fufpets that it is.received
with diminithed warmth - Andthc fufpx-
cion will pre’fent itfelf to ‘the ‘mind-of
rufband wha fees not in the: behaviour of
%his wife a continuance of 'that foficitude fo
Yender hefeH pleafing to hrm, "which he
thad experienced at the ‘commencement 'of
theit tnion. The ‘advice: which has: been
FHerioufly _given, -that  a married ‘woman
fhould ever conceal with care from: her
Hufband the extent of her afft@ian-for
_‘bim, s happily too abfurd to gaim“many
.converts among women who' really Jove
thofe to whom they are united; and too
-difficult tobe frequentl‘y put in pradticerby

wives of that defcnpuon, fhould thd;r blmdl}'
dgﬁre to follow it. - - . .l -

NG BN N e W ;~'~~”Nc’xt
S . .




MATRIMONIAL LYFES ‘253

{ Next -to -the attra&wns of ﬂmm, the
qudlﬁcauom which contnbmes, perhaps,
‘meté than dny odier to cherith the tender
Feelings-of regard, andto eﬁabhfh connubxal
“happinefs, is' good " temper. “ Tt is- ‘indeed
tfelf & virtue:' ‘As far 4s it {s the mere gift
fof “natare, ft m:{y not in fridinefs be entifled
5 that appellafion. © Bt s $at as ft rdfults
fmm cuhtivation nd conftientious vigilance,
it has’ avclaxin 1o the honourable’ dx&mé’tmn.
~Bome minds- aretnglnaﬂy*lmbued ‘with ah
“émplet thare of benevolence: zln&a Lmdnefs
"ﬂxhrrhasbtenmﬁxfed into othem The dif-

' “férénce is’obvious, even in’ early chxldhoo&
"Care ‘however and exertiot, ‘founded on
“Chriftan’ motives, and-ftrengtheried By i
“forar Kabit, are able bothi to meliorate” dif-
“pofitions atready éxcellett, anid to' oVercome
Yhé greateft “inherent defedts, “But if ‘they
‘on ‘whort ‘Provillénce; Varying ‘the fources
‘of moral probation in different mdiv:duals,
: has beftowed “fweetnefs of temper with a
fparinig “hand, ‘aré ‘not firenous and ‘utsre-
; migting in their efforts to improve, under
SRR B the’
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.the. divine blefling, the. feamty iftocks if,

inftead of confidering a native,failing: qsm
._,mumatxon refpeQing the quarter on which

¢ fa;their efpecial duty to be on. thelr guard,
they convert it into.an apology- for cap~
tioufnefs, pecvxﬂmefs, and violence ; - what'
-but dOchuc mxfery can be expeted? A
;fvetful ‘woman is her own tormentor ; but
the is alfo a torment to every one around‘
'her, and to none fo much as to her hufband.:
No day, no hour is fecure. ... No incident is,
fo trifling, but it may be wrought up into
3 family difturbance; The Apoftle’s. ex-
clamanon, « Behold, how great a 'mattes-
 a little five kindleth (x),” is in that houfe
,ﬁllly and continually exemplified. But the
foene to -which that. exclamation.is spphi-
_,eable, is not the fchool of conjugal affec-'
- % Let all bitternefs, and wuth, and
“‘ anger, and clamour be put awsy.”. % I
« ig better tq dwell in the wildernefs, - thm;

i“ with a contentious and an angry woman.”,
I is beter to dwel in,a coruer, of the

[ P

 x) James, iii. 5. - 'f""_h ;
<, oute-
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¢ houfe-tbp, than' with wbmwlmg woniartin
“a wide houfe (y).” . o Lesi
: I e " RURTETSN

_To *.the ornament of a. meek and. qu:ec
“ fp;rxt, :which. in the fight of God. is:of
« great, price,” and pofleffes -an intrinfic
charm , to, .which the breaft of man. cag
fearcely. be infenfible, -let there be added
Difcretion, The value of this quality ia.
promoting and upholding matrimonial hap«
_pinefs is ineftimable. - It.is a quality ‘whick
the Scriptures have not: overlooked.: | St
Paul, .in his Epiftle to Titus, ‘after: having
directed that young women fhould be in=
fru&ed.*: to be fober, to.love their huf-
“ bands, t6 .lave their children,”. enjoins:
fusther that they fhould be taught ¢ to.be:
“ diferest{).” -Difcretion is not ane of thofe-
vixtues: mbich. come . into practice: only:in;
fmgular’ gonjunétures, .under circumftances
which .can happen feldom ‘to the famée in~-
di‘vn:lmby ad to fome perfons nay nﬁvcr

(y) I:thef v. 3! Prov xxx 19 XXV, 24
¢=) Titus, ii. 5. . L
P

‘N
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oceur atall. - Itisnet a robe of ftate,: to be
drawm forth from. itsirecefs on fome day of
~ feflivity; or a ponderous cloak,to be put
on, to.-repel the violence of a. thunder-
fhower. Itis to the mind what the every
day clothing is to the body, requifite under
every. viciffitude to ‘health, and.propriety,
and. comfort. Its' fphere embraces every
feafon and every inicident of life. -~ At ‘home
and abroad, with intimates and with- ftrang-
ersy, in bufinefs.4nd in leifure, it is vigilant
apd, aétive, and. unwearied. .}t enbkances
‘the utility of  virtue, and anticipates the al-
lurements of vice. - It attends to perfons (a)

and ;times, ‘occafions and - fituations; ‘and

. abftains from all appearance -of evil {$).”
¥t is. worthy of being inculcated:xvith -the
more earneftnefs: on .married . women, - be-
aautfe -they appear in. fcveral rcfptzéts to. be

(a) No advice could eaﬁly be more repUgnant t dlf
éretion-and comimon fenfe, than that which Has’'Been g ngcu
to women, by at leaft one writer of eminene, ‘fudicafly
to.fesk their friend(hips among. pesfons. of ‘the. athex fex, ,

S (B) Thelvo 22z, L Lnaoinandd

S - n
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in greater danger than the fingle of Being
led by euftom, or hurried by:inadvertence,
to negle. it. . Marriage, though to aicer-
tain ‘depree a ftate of ‘reftraint, is not un-
frequently ‘regarded as beftowing fome de-
fitable. accefhons of liberty. The giddy
and ‘thevain, fecured by having already
‘contra@ed an indifloluble engagement from
the charge of being on the watch to obtain
a fettlement for life, often indulge them-
felves -without concern in a freedom of -
'manners, aud a levity of converfation, from
which the fear of ceafure had previoufly
taught: them ‘to refrain. Plunging: with
augmented eagernefs into the hurry of dif-
fipation, and- little fcrgpulous as to the {o-
viety with which they tread the circle of
amufements ; they take fire at each remon-
fttance of a hufband as a refleion on their
chara&er, and feel the {malleft obftacle to
,‘the cateer . of then‘ pleafures as an a& of
(tysrammea;\ gontrol. Hence, while the wife
on the one: hand relies on the innocence of
her intentions, and the hufband, on the
: s 2 X other,
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other, “has’ not to charge himfelf’ with -2
fingle a& of unkindnefs ; the fecret fprings
of difquictude, perhaps of indifference, of
incurable diffenfions; are already opened.
Is the Wife'then‘ innocent? Unqueftion-
ably not. Admit her giddinefs and her
vanity, no trifling fubjeéts of reprehenﬁoﬁ,
to be ‘deemed blamelefs. Admit her man-
ners and her converfation to have been
clear from every imputation, except that
of thoughtlefs 1mprudence A heavy charge
will yet remain.  She has wounded the
feelings of her hufband ; fhe has expofed to
rifk the warmth of his affeion fhe hds
laid ‘herfelf open to the infinuations  of
calumny j ‘fhe has exhibited a dangerous
‘éxample ; fhe has hazarded her own hap-
‘pinefs, and that of the perfon moft dear
“to her, by a negle@ of Dil¢retion. - - Butthe
giddy and the vain' are not the only mar-
* ried women who are found to be-indilereet
in their manners and deportmenti.: Some,
~whofe feelings. are not very refined, no
| Ionger take the | pams to preferve-their dif-

T

courfe
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eourfe and behaviour from being tin€tured
with the confequences of that native defeé’t

hefitate not to dwell in common comrer-
fation on a&s of mifcoridu@ and guilt, from
the contemplation of which'a mind of in~
nate modefty would inflantly recoil ; be-
have to'their- acquaintance of the other fex
with blunt and unreftrained famxhamty,
and are even blind enough to allege the
circumftance of their being no longer fingle
as a fuﬂicxent reafon for- laying aﬁde a
guarded .demeanour, and what they are
wvery willing ‘to term fattidious dehcacy.
Bome, whofe perceptions of right and
mwrong -are pure as well as lively, are
:mifled by fafhion and example, or by an
eagernefs to' evince themfelves of a frank
‘and open difpofition, into lefs prominent
inftances of the ‘fame errors. To obferve
-the medium between oppofite failings is one
-of the moft difficult exertions of good fenfe

'The' ftiffinefs, the proud and artificial re-.
- ferve, which in former ages infeted even
the intercourfe of private life, are happily
N 83 difcarded.
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difcardéd.- ‘It is poflible, howevet, that
raodern manners may have in fome refpeds
a téndency to the.contrary extrerhs. : At
all events modeft propriety‘is not ftiffnefs;
nor will that portion of referve which be-
longs to diffident fenfibility appedr proud
and artificial in the eye of any perfons, ex-
‘cept_of thofe who - defire to promote un-
warrantable freedom, or who are ignorant
how greatly decorum of mannets 'ébﬁﬁibutés
to fecure recitude of condu&.”’ Odious as
formality is, it were far better even to be
- deemed fomewhat formal, than aé’tually fo
‘be indifcreet. To imagine that marriage,
a ftate which impofes new duties upon you,
which renders the happinefs of anothet pet-
fon as well as your own dependent on ' your
actions, fhould diminifh the obligations to
prudence, fhould leffen’ the duty ‘and the
value of female delicacy and refervé, -is ah
opinion as obvioufly groundlefs asit is ‘per-
nicieus. What can more keenly wound
the bofom of a hufband, what can be more
likely to deaden hxs affetions, ‘than to-per- -
e e o5 ceive
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geive his.wife daiiy paying lefs and Jefs re-
gard to gualities, which. were among thofe
that antecedently to masriage endeared ;her

.to him the meft? D L e
By wg:ters, who hgve fugggﬁed mgny
excellent x:ules of dury, and many ufeful
admom,;ggns to the female fex, it has been
;‘gcommclndéd -to women ftudioufly. to re-
frain from difcovering to their partners in
marriage the full extent of their abilities
'and attainments. And on what grounds
Tt has.been, recommended as 3 Probable
‘methed. of inducing the hyfband to, give
the Wifé.c,xcdit for greater talents and kpow-
ledge than fhe poffefles, . This is not dif-
ccretion, - but,art,. It is diffimulation, i is
deliberate impofition. It is a fraud, how-
gver, to which happily there is no great
encouragement, It could fcarcely be;prac-
tifed long without dete@ion; and it could
not be. dere@ed without exciting in the
breaft. of the deluded party, fuch a degree
of difguft at the deceitfulnefs of his aflo-
s 4 . ciate,
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ciate, (as would overwhelm her, if -@ié ves
tained!a fpark of -ingenuoufnefs, of!virtue,
of. affeGion; with: fhame, ‘with : remorfe;j
and with apguith. - There is yet amothet
motive on which thefame advice hdsibeen
founded. Men, it is faid, are riot partial
to women of ftrong underftandings. Jeas
lous of that pre-eminence which they claim
in dépth of refearch and folidity of judge-
ment, they bear not in any female, and
leaft of all in a wife, the moft diftant ‘ap-
pearance of rivalthip. Admit for. a ‘mo-
ment the obfervation to be well-founded.
Is folly' to be pretended, becaufe’ fenfe
may dlfpleafe? Becaufe a man is!abfurd,
is a woman to be a hypocrite? The ob-
fervation, however, taken in ,therunqhalf_—
fied acceptation in' which it is  com-
monly alleged, is by no mearis * well
founded. That it may be pra&:cabfe ‘to
fhew occafional inftances of men, ‘who are
_themfelves fo deficient, either’ in' under-
ftanding or in rational confideratidti, ‘as to
feel lﬁornﬁed by thefe’ proofs of unaffc@ed
S intel-
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intelligeitce in a wife, which ought fo hive
placed her bigher in thejr efteem, ¥ acknow-
ledge. ; For there is. not, ' perhaps, any
fpeciesrof - weaknefs, of tlioughtleflinefs, or
of pride; of which an exarhple may not be
difcovered. But in .general it is not the
fenfe that offends; it is fome quality or
fome difpofition .by which the fenfe is ac+
companied. It is fome quality or difpo.
fition “which has no natural conne&ion
with that/fenfe. It is one which that fenfe
ought to be employed in eradicating. = It is
one, which, if it continues to adhere to
that fenfe, adheres by the fault of .the in-
dividual herfelf. If, conformably to the
example heretofore exhibited in polite life
at Paris, a real or fuppofed eminence in
mtelle&ual endowments were gcnerally to
inflame a lady with a propenfity to erect
Jherfelf into an idol for.the votaries of fcmnqe
and, tafte to worthip: were it to fill her
_with ,ambition to give audience to- a leveg
-of deiftical philofophers ; to fee her.toilet
furrounded with wits and witlings; to pro-
g pounce
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.flougce. to the liftening circle hex decifion
on.a ,manﬁfcript fonnet 3 and to appretiate
the. verfification and- the point of the laft
new. epigram which afpired to, divert the
town ; it would neither have been denied
nor regretted that a female fo qualified
would, in this coyntry, be deenred.one of
the leaft eligible of wives.. -Such females,
however, are ph@znomena rarely feep in the
"meridian of Great Britain. Further; if
- ftrength of underftanding in a woman is
the fource of pride and felf-fuffi¢iency; if it
renders her manners overbearing, hertemper
irritable, her prejudices obftinate; we are
not to wonder that i its effe&s are formldable
to the other fex, and efpecially to him by
'whom they are with moft frequency to be
endured. But is arrogance, is 1mpatxence
of contradi&ion, is reluGtance to difcern
and acknowledge error, the natural or the ~
ufual fruit of firong fenfe in thc fernale
inmd’ Undoubtedly, not, In’ the mmd’
where that fruit is thus produced fpme—
'thmg far more vaTuable than a ppwerful
" under--
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underftanding is wanting. -Let talents be
graced with fimplicity, with good humour,
and. with feminine modefty, and there is
{carcely an hufband’s heart which they will
‘not -warm with dehght .

'But if a fund of good fenfe, 'largér than
is conimdnly the lot of an individual, ‘be
allowed not to be unacceptable in a wife
-yet wit, we are told, is a qualification which
almoft 'every hufband’ difapproves in his
partner. ' In this inftance, as' well as in that
‘which 'has recently been confidered, com-
‘mon opinion appears not to do complete
juftice to men. ' If wit be continually exer-
‘cifed in ridicule and fatire; if it nourithes
an itch to thine in converfation; if it ftimu-
lates the pofleffor to aim at the manners
and reputation of what is called a woman
‘of fpirit; if it indifpofes the pofleflor to
;.ini'proving purfuits, and to the pleafures of
‘derful that thc hufband fhould regret that
it had been granted to his aflociate? Yet it

3 is
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isinot the wit that he diflikes, but the abufe
of its.it is the vanity, the ambition, the
forward demeanour, and the farcaftic {pirit
by which: it is accompanied.: - Let the wit
be divefted of thefe cafunal.appendages ; ‘let
it be chara&erifed by gentlenefs and mo-
defty; let it be exhibited only in the:play-
ful fallies. of good nature; and the who is
endowed with it will commonly find,. that
it holds in her hufband’s efteem-a due place
among the. attractions by which; the ;is .enr
deared to him. But it is not to be can~
cealed, that among women, no lefs than.in
the other fex, there are individuals who
deem themf{elves poflefled of this attra&ion,
when, in fad, they have it not. . If what a
wife conceives to be wit ought to bear the
name of flippancy and of pertnefs; her huf-
band may be pardoned, though it fhould
not fill.him with rapture. If the. dread of -
her breaking forth, in company, into 2 raty
tle of nonfenfe and affeCtation keeps him
perpetually fitting on thorns; he may be
pardoned, though he fhould .wifh that his

wife
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wife had’ limited - hér defire of mental at-
tainments to the region. of common fenfe.
. There is;an apprehenfion which it not
unfrequently feen-to abtrude itfelf on the
minds of men, when fpeculating .on. the
queftion} whether it is defirable to be united
to a . woman of extraordinary abilities and
acquifitions ; and is the more worthy. of
notice, as experience has fometimes proved
it to be juft. While the heart is yet:unoc-
cupied, caution, looking to the fphere of
denieftic cecconomy, draws a formidable pic
“ture of ‘a learned and philofophic wife. It
reprefents her as one from whom due’ at-
tention to houfehold affairs will be expe@ed
in'vain;' It piCtures her as immerfed in
her clofet, and-fecluded in abftra&ion ¢ or
fallying forth from het books only to'’en-
gage in literary difquifitions, and to*ftun

" her wearied mate with fonorous peridds
and ciimbrous terms of feience. Tt hfks
what ground there is for hopmg that ‘fhe
w:ll defcehd from mental’ elevationtd the
concerns
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cohdetns:iof: common: life, and ‘the wulgar
details 'of 'family management'; ‘or that fhe
will “be capable of adminiftering affairs
which fhe has never ftudied, and fuft.af
furedly defpife 2" That women may addi&t
themfelves to folitude and ftudy, until
they ‘contra& habits ‘and a turn ‘of mind
which' unfit them for the {phere of matri-
. monial life, is not to-be denied. “THe numsx-
ber however of ladies of this defetiption
does not appear likely to fwell to ftich an
cxcefs, as to alarm the other fex with' the
profpe@ of greatly narrowing the “circle
from which partners for the connubial fatd
aré to be felected. It muft alfo be admitted;
that the more profound refearches of phiz
lofophy and learning are not the ptirfusits
moft improving to the female mind, ‘and
moft congenial ‘to its natural occupations!
But if we fpeak of intelligent and’ iell-in
formed women in general, of womes; who,
without becoming abforbed in the depths
of ‘erudition, and lofing all efteem and all -
relith for focial duties, are diftinguithed by
: " acul
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a cultivated underftanding; a polifhed-tafte,
and a-memory ftored with ufeful andiele-
gant information ; -there. appears no. reafon
to dread from thefe endowments a negle@
of the duties of the miftrefs.of a family,

- To {uperintend the various branches of
domeftic management, or, as St. Paul briefly
.and emphatically expreffes the fame office,
© ¢ to guide the houfe (¢),” is the indifpenfa~
ble duty of a married woman. No mental
endowments furnifh an exemption from it;
no plea of improving purfuits and literary
pleafures can excufe the neglect of it. The
tafk muft be executed either by the mafter
or:the miftrefs of the houfe; and reafon
and [cripture concur in affigning it ’un-
equivocally to the latter. Cuftom alfo,
which in many inftances prefumes to. de-
cide: ig,ialgi\qvcontrqdi&iion to thefe fovereign
tules of life, has, in this point, fo gencrally
conformed to their .determination, . that a
'hp{ba;ad who fhould. peribnally direct .the
R _.3,

BN

(A FTimepog, -0 et
pro-
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prooceedings: of the . houfekeeper. and. the
cpoky1and - intrude. inte the petty, axranges.

~ mhents of daily weeonomy,; would appear-in-

all eyes, except his own, nearly asridiqulous
az. if: he-were to affume to himfelf the habis
liments of his wife, or to occupy hisi morn.-
mgs mth her needles and wotk-bagm :

\ Are you then the nuﬁrefs of a famxlyi
Eulfil the charge for which yow ardrefpans:
fible, Attempt not to transfer your proe:
per- occupation to a.favourite majd, howe:

ever tried may be her fidelity gnd het ﬂq]},.

To - confide implicitly .in_ fervants;; is the:
way to render them undefcrvipg_g}f confi<;
dence. If they are already. negligent ox
dithoneft, your remiflnefs encoyrages. their,
faults, vlwhile it continues your .awp lofs,
and, inconvenience. - If their. integrity is,
unfullied, they are ignorant of, the ﬁ:inci_-,
ples by which your expences ought, to be
regulated ; and will .a& for you .on gtheg

principles, which, if you knew them, you;

ought to dxfapptove. ‘They know nat.the,
amount

-."'- -
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amount: of your hufband's lacome; orof:
his debts, -or- of his: other incumbrancesj
nar, .if they. knew. all thefe things,: could
they. judge what.part-of his revenue may
iq{hnaMy be expended in the departments
with which they are concetned. They. will
not refle@ that fmall. degrees. of ‘wafte and
extravagance, when they could eafily be
guarded:againft, arecriminal ; nor will they
fufpet the magnitude of the fum to which'
fmall degrees of wafte and extravagance,
frequently repeated, will accumulate in the
courfe of the year. “They will -confider
the credit of your chara@er as intrufted to
them ; and will conceive, that they uphold
it by profufion. The larger your family
is, ‘the  greater will be the annual portion
of your expenditure, which will, by thefe
means, be thrown away. ‘And if your am-
ple fortune inclines you to regard the fum
as fcarcely worth the little trouble which
r’oﬁld have been required to preveiit"the
ofe; cenfider the extent of good which it:

might haVe atcomphfhcd had it been em-
T ployed

i
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‘ployed in feeding the hungry and ¢lothing
the naked, Be regular in requiring, and
pendual in examining; your. wtekly ac~
‘counts: - ‘Be frugal - without parfimony ;
- fave, that you- may diftribute. Study the
cortafort of all under your roof, even of the
. humbleft inhabitant of the kitchen.  Pinch
not the inferior patt of the family to pro-
vide againft the coft of a day of fplendor.
Confider the welfare of the fervants of your
owh fex as parncularly ‘committed to ‘you.
Encourage them in religion, and.be aQive
in' furnithing them with. the- means of
fnftry@tion. Let their number .be : fully
adequate ‘to the work which they have to
perform; but Jet it not be fwelled, either
from a love of parade, or from blind induls -
gence,. to an extent which is needlefs, . In
thofe ranks of life where the mind.is not
accuftorhed to continued r:ﬂe&ioﬁ, idlenefs
ie a never-failing fource of follyiand of
vice. Forget not:fo indulge them:at: fit
feafons with vifits to their ‘friends;: nar
grudge the -pains of - contnving bpportoni-

ties
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{ies for the indulgenee.  Eet fiot 6fié tyu
finnifé ove? another.  In Hearitsg ‘comu
phaints, be paficiit ; in inquiring info-Faults;
be ¢aiidid ; in repréving, be témperate and
utituffled. Let nét your kindnefs to'theé
#hefitorious terminate wher they leave youe
héufe; but reward gobd eondu& in them,
and encourage it id others; by fubfequent
a2 df'bbnévelénce adapted to their eivs
cumfances. * ~Lét it be' yoﬁr refolution,
when called ‘upon to defcribe the charaders
of fervahts who have quitted your family,
to a& confcientioufly towards all the ‘pat
ties hterefted, neither aggravating nor difs
‘guifing thie truth,  And never let-any one
of thofe’ whofé’ qudlifications are” to - be
“thentiotied, nor ‘of thofe who apply for thé
account; find ‘you feduced from your puis
‘pdfe by pb.iﬁahty or by refentmeént. '

-

Thero ig fometxmes feen in famallas afl
inmate; commonly a female relation of the
- qnafter or of the miftrefs of the houfe, who,
(hongh admitted to live in the parlour; is,
E T2 in
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in: touth, - an. humble dependent, xccewel
cither from motives of charity, or for the
fake; ‘of:bei:ug :made ufeful in the condgﬁ'pt"
domeflic affairs, or of being.a companion
to . her:-proteQrefs ;when the Jatter is not
otherwife ‘engaged or amufed. Have you
~ fuch, an inmate? " Let your behaviour. tg
~ her; be foch jas fhe ought to experience.
Pretend not to; call her a friend,, while you
treat her as.a drudge. ; If ficknefs, or in-
firmjty, or a fudden preflure of ocqupation,
difgualifies you from perfonally attending
in detail to the cuftomary affairs of your
b,qt;fchold -avail yourfelf o,f hgx affiftancg.

to ,t,roublc.r. qorfmna a, haughtY/Wlﬂ!, 0 f&é‘
yourfelf, of the -employment. . While - you
have, recourfe to it, receive it ‘as, an; 3t of
- kindnefs,, not as: the canftrained obedience
of an upper fervant, Teach the inferior
parts, of your family o, refpedt her, by.rer
fpedting her yourfelf,, Remember the. awk-
wardnefs of her, {ituation, and:copfult:her
comfort. Is fhe to look for friends in; the

- kitchen,
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Xitchen, or in theé houfekeeper’s''room 2
Affuredly not. - Is fhe to live an’ infulated
being under your roof? Your benevolence
revoltsat the idea. * Admit her thén not
;m'erely"'to‘ the formalities, but to the free-
dom "and genuine fatisfa@ions of inter-
courfe. " Tempt her not, by a referved de-
meanout, perpetually remmdmg her of the
obflgations which fhe is unfortunate’ enough |
to owe you, to echo your opinions, to
crouch to your humours, to a& thie part of
a differdbler. If fervile affiduities and fawn-
ing ‘compliances are the means by ‘which
fhe s t6 i ingratiate herfelf, blufth for your
proud and unfeehng heart. Is it the part
of friéndﬂup, ‘of libéral prote®ion, to hare
fafs her ‘with - dﬁﬁculues, to enfnare her
Tnccnty, to éftablith her in the petty arts
‘of cunning and adulation? Rather difmifs
her with fome fmall pittance of bounty to
fearél in- obfcunty for an honeft main-
‘ténance, than retain her to'learn hypocrify
and tb teach you arrogance, to be con‘upted

.....

T3 In
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. Tn 3l the.domeftic expences which are-
whoﬂy,or in part, regulated by youropinion,
beware that, while you pay a decent regard
to your hufband’s rank Li.n'ﬁociety, you are
not hurried into oftentation and prodigality.
by vanity lurking in your breaft. Examine
your own motives to the bottom. If you

feel an inward fenfation of uneafinefs when
qne of your neighbours is reported to main-
tain a tahle more elegant than your own,
10 fﬁrpafs you in’ the number of fervants,
or in the cofllinefs of their liveries ; if you
feel folicitous for an additional carriage on
;lreariqg’tha.t the equipage of an acquaint-
ance has recently been enlarged; if you
are eager to new-model or to decorate
a room afrefh “when nerther ufe nor
proprlety requu‘es the alteration, becauﬁa
a. ﬁmrlar ﬁ;ep has been adopted “in’ a
manﬁon in your vicinity; if you drfcard
ha.ndforpe furniture “ before it has ren-
dcred half the fervicg of wh;ch it Was ga-
Pab}e, becaule fome frlvolous lady czm, ne
longer bear the ﬁght of the chau-s and the
~I : : " window-

- .
4 -
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window~curtains which have remaiided two
or. three tedious years in her drawing-r¢iom;
your profeflions of being only defirous. to
do what is requifite in your ftation are
mere pretences to deceive others, or proofs
that you are ignorant of yourfelf. You are
lavith, vain, proud;, emulous, ambitious;
you are defeive in fome of the firft duties
of a wife and of a Chriftian. Inftead of
{quandering, in extravagance and parade,
that, property which ought partly to have
been referved in ftare for the future benefit
of youyr offspring, and partly to have been
liberally beftowed for the prefent advantage
of thafe whom relationfhip or perfonal me-
rit, or the general claims which diftrefs has
wpon fuch as are capable of removing i,
entitle to your bounty ; let it be your can+
ftant aim to obey the fcriptural precepts of
fobriety and ‘moderation ; let it \bé,'fy'p,us
delight to fulfil every office of unaffetted
heneyolepce. PiGture to yourfelf the diffis
eplties, the calamities,, the final ruin, in
which . tradefmen,. wjth, their, wives. and
children, are frequently involved, even by
T4 - the
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the delay of payments due to thém:from
familigs ‘to which they have not dared
to, refufe credit. . Subjed ‘not’ yourfelf' iri
the fight of God to:the charge of being acs
ceffary to fuch miferies,: Guard by every
fit.method of reprefentation and perfuafion,
if circumftances thould make them necefla~
1y, the man to whom- you are united' from
corpﬁf_ibpting-to fuch. miferies. either:by. pro-
fufion or by inadvertence. Is he carclefs as
to the infpeétion of :his affairs ? - Open-his
clyqs. to the dangers of negle& and prograf-
tination. . Does he anticipate fiiture,: per=
haps contingent, refources? Awaken him
to a conviction of his criminal imprudence.
En_cpprage him, if he ftands.in need of en-
couragement, in vigilant but not avaricious
forefight ; in the pra@ice of enlarged and
never-failing charity. - If your hufband, ac-
cuftomed to acquire moncy by profeflional-
cxernons, .fhould be¢ome-too little inclined’
to. uppart freely. what he has’ }abbnbuﬁ);
earned fuggeft to him that one of the in-
ducements to labour, addreﬂ'ed té hnn by

s ' : an -
ESAT AT
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an" Apofilé, is no other-than this, %thit He
“may have to give to him' that needethi{}."
If his extenfive intercourfe with the W?irl&‘
familiarifing him to inftances of menhéh or
of pretentded diftrefs, has the effe@ of 1 *ren-
dering him fomewhat tdo fufpicious of de-
ceit, fomewhat too fevere towards' thofe
whofe misfortunes are, in part at leaft, to
be afcribed to themfelves ; remind him that
“ God-is"kind to the unthankful and’ the
“ evil (¢);” and that what confcience may
require té be withheld from the unworth
ought to be'dedicated to 'the relief of '} mc{;-
gent defert. ' Win 'him conﬂantly and - prac-
tically 107% remember ' the words of the
“Lord" Jefus; how he faid, It is more

“. blcﬁi:d 'to grve than to recclve (f) e
, byrot

Wbmeh, who have been raifed’ b} mar’
riage to-the poffeffion- of rank and optlence”
unknown- to’ them: before, are fnequehﬂy’
the . mofl mﬁenuauous in’ thelr pro&:eéﬂiiigs.

B i } A
SR SR AR A b e

(d)‘Ephe[. iv, 28. 1[,,(;Q:qu§, »w._gsn ,n.ub
) Ads, xx. '
g A mo-
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A‘xﬂodemte fhare of penetration might have
mught ‘them .to.read, in the example .of
others, the ill fuccefs of their own fchemes
to gain refpe@ by difplaying their eleva«
tion. All fuch attempts fharpen the dif~
cernment and -quicken the refearches of
envy ; and draw from obfcurity into pub-
Jic notice the circumftances which pride
and pomp are labourmg to bury in obh-
vion,

The want of the fedatenefs of charaer,
which Chriftianity requires in all women,
is in a married woman doubly: reprehens:
fible. I, now that you are entered into
connubial life, you dilclofe in your drefs
proofs of vanity and affeQation, or plunge
headlong into the wild hurry of amufe-
ments ; the cenfure which you deferve is
greater than it would be, were you fingle.
Any approach towards thofe indelicate
fathious in attire, which levity and thame-
leflnefs occafionally introduce, would for
the fame reafon be even.more blamable in
‘ you

LA SEEEY
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you now than heretofore. - The general fubx
. je@s of dref and amufements have :occn»
pied fo much attention in the preccciing
pages, that it is unneceflary to dilate upon
them here. There is, however, one poiat
which requires a few words. It is a com-
mon obfervation that thofe women, who in
public are moft addicted to finery in drefs,
are in private the greateft flatterns.  Let the
dread of verifying it contribute in its reafon-
able degree to extinguifh the propenfity tc}
finery in your breaft. Remember that any
difgufting habit on your part will be the
more offenfive to your hufband, on account
of the clofenefs of the union fubﬁﬁmg be~
tween you, . IR

St. Paul, among.valjious admonitions re-
'lating to married women in Particular,' en-
farces on them the duty of being * keep-
% ere at home (g).” The precept, in its
apphcatxon to modern times, may be con-
fidered as having a twofold reference. It
-may rgfpe& fhort vifis _pand to acquaint.

7o () Titus, ii. g,
ances
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ances and friends in the vicinity of your
refidence, or excurfions which require an
abfence of confiderable duration. . Inthe
rernarks about to be offered, I niean not'té
allude to vifits or excutfions, whick are un=
dertaken on fit occafions from beheévolence
to neighbours who are in affliGion, from
confiderations of perfonal health {3), " or
from any other urgent motive of ‘duty and
utility. I fhall fpeak of fuch only as are
nearly or altogether fpontaneous ; bf \nﬁts

(b) Yet it may not be unneceflary to obferyle that, whep
a previous difpofition to rambling exifts, it fometimes
prefles motives of health into the' fervice of iridination in
a maaner not altogether. wumntable and ‘that,” even.in
attention which is due to health, is feen occaﬁonally to de-
viate into the abfurdities of whim and folly, abfardities
which gain_ftrength from every indulgence.~ ¢ It:is furs

* prifing,” faid Dr. Johnfon, * how people. will go to 3 dif:
“ tance for what they may have at home. I knew a
“ who'came up_ from Lincolnfhire to Knightibridge with
“one of her daughters, and gave five ‘guineas a week fot

“a lodgmg and a warm bath, that is, mere warm wrafer.
“ Tlat, you know, could not be had in meoln(hlre She
¥ fatid it was made either too bot or tod cold tlm‘e. B&l
well’s Taur to the Hebrides, 2d Edit. p.354. - ¢ .+ .4 b

wlnch
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which are made in the:common intercourfe
of fociety, and: journiga: which arifeifrom
czsxioﬁty and-the profpeck of entertainment,
QOf; thefe Yoluntary: abfences from -home;
each kind is- ‘proper in its feafon, 'eacbi oxll—‘
pable and permqons in its excefe.

B
’ IETIEE

o Formerly, whcn the want Qf turnp;ke
roads and :of .other. accommodations, new
univerfal, preclnded  families .in: the . fanig
diftriQ from. vifiting each other: except .an
long- previous notice, and -réndered each
vifit an objedt of dmoft as much. folicitude
and; preparation,. as now presede a fathionn
able.trip.to the Coxmnent; ‘what was *the—
refult? Stlﬁ'nefs of ‘manners, arrogant pomp,
pmmd»,cq .mever to be removed,.and api-
mofities entailed- with the paternal eftate::
At px‘efent facility of accefs and intercourfe, ”
cxpofe women, and not only thofe who ; are
fixed in tqwns, or, thhm a fmall -diftance
of towns, *but mo& oﬁ thofe alfo Who hve ’_
a habxt of gontmual vlﬁtm'g‘, ¢and‘the other-
st habits
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habits which St. Paul juftly aferibes td thofé
who have contrated the former. % They
¢ learn. to.be idle, wandering about from
¢ houfe to houfe ; and not only idle, but
¢ tatlers alfoand bufy-bodies, fpeakingthings
“ which they ought not (f).” The ¢ wan~
¢ derers” of the prefent day could not have
been .more happily chatadterifed; kad the
Apoftle been witnefs of their proceedings.
H, week after week, the momning be pers
petually frittered away in making calls, and
the reft of the day {wallowed up by-the
frequent recurrence of dining vifits, what
but idlenefs can bé the eonfequence? Do-
meftic bufinefs is interrupted ; vigilance as
to family concerns is fufpended ; induftry;
refleGtion, mental and religious improve-
meént are deferted and forgotten. "The mind
grows liftlefs ; home becomes dult; the car=
- flage is ordered afreth ; and a- remedy for
the evil is fought from the very caufe which
produced it, From being « idle” at fomé,
- the next ftep naturally is to be  tatlers and
(4) « Tilevo 13, & bufy-
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% bufy-bodies” abroad: - In a fitcceffion of

v:ﬁts, #ll the news of; the vicinity is célu
le@ed; the charatter and’ condu@ of eack
hexghbbunng family are fcrutinifed ; neither

- age nor fex efcapes the prying eye adid iii-

quifitive tongue of curiofity. Each  tatler, -
anxious to diftinguith herfelf by the difplay
of fupe’nor knowledge and dxfcernment in-
dulges unbounded licence to her con_,cc«
tures; and renders her nartatives' more
intereﬁmg by embellithment and aégrai;’é:-
tion. - And all, in revealing fecrets, i
judging with rafhnefs, in  cenfuring with
fatisfaQtion, in' propagating flander, and in

~ various other ways, “ fpeak thmgs whlclf

““they ought not.”

The commodxoufnefs which now attends
travelhng, has rendered diftant expeditions
and Jong abfences from home far more fre-
quent than they were in the days of our
anceftors. - By a more extenfive communi-
gatxon wlth the world, knowledge, libe-
rality of fentiment, and reﬁnement ‘of man-

4 ' ners,
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ners, have been widely diffufed. . Rae,
txopal curiofity has gladly availed itfelf of
the eafe and convenience with which the
pleafurc that attends the mfpe&;on of cele-
brated works of art, and of grand and b;aun-
ful fccnes of nature, may be enjoyed. Jour-
mes undertaken for fuch purpofes, though
nexther the improvement. of health, ner
any other urgent call of duty fhould be;
among the motives Whlch give bxrth to
| t]y;m, are at fuxtable times not only inno~.
cent but. cammendable ~B.qt the numerous
and protracted excurfions from:the family
manﬁon, which fathion, the defire of dif~
ﬂaymg wealth, and .the reftlefingfs of a.
vacant. mind, excite at prefent, are produce.
tive ,of confequences very unfavourable to.
indiyiduals and to the public. . I do not

fpeak of the expenfe with which, they are.

ufually attended; though it is in many,
cafes a burden which preffes heavxiy on
private fortunes, and cripples the exertions,
and extinguithes the ardor of bpnevolencc.,,
Nor fhall I enlarge on the interrgption of

domeftic
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déreftichabits and odciipations, nor b the'
acquifition of an unféttled, a’tatling, and a
teddling fpirit: evils which fpring’ frofm the
cuftoin bf * ‘wandering” from place to '[;)léce;'
16 1éf6 than from that of “ wandering from
“ houfe to houfe;” and often difplay them=".
felves in the former cafe on a'widei"fcralé,‘
and in fironger chara@ers than in the latter:
But the lofs of the power and opportunity
of doing good, and the pofitive effe@s of a~
pernicious example, are points which muft
ot ‘be oveflooked. Home is the cénter
round which the influence of every 'married:
‘woman is principally accumulated.’ -It"is*
there that the will naturally be known audi
refpected the moft; it is there, at leaft) that
{he may be more known and more refpected
than fhe ‘can be in any other place.” It is’
there. that the ‘general chara@er, the ac-
knowledged property, and the eftablifhed
connecions of her hufband, will contribute’
with' more force than they can poffefs elfe--
where, to give weight and impreflivenefs to’
alt her proccedings. Home, therefore, is”

. U the
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the place where the pattern which fhe ex-
.h‘ibit,{ in perfonal manners, in domeftic ar-
rangements, and in every branch of her pri-
vate condu& will be more carefully ob-
ferved, and more willingly copied by her
neighbours in a rank of life fimilar to her
own, than it would be in a fituation where
fhe was a little known and tranfitory vifit-
ant. Home too is the place where the will
poflefs peculiar means of doing good among
the humbler claffes of fociety. All the fa-
- vourable circumftances already mentioned
which furrqund her there, add fingular
efficicy to her perfuafions, to her recom-
mendations, to her advice. Her habitual
infight into local events and local neceflities;
her acquaintance with the chara&ers and-
the fituations of individuals, enable her to
adapt the relief which fhe affords to the
merit and to the diftrefs of the perfon af-
fifted ; and in the charitable cxpenditﬁre of
any {pecific fum, to accomplifh purpofes of
- greater and more durable utility than could:
have beenattained in a place where the would

’ not
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not hiave erijoyed thefe advatitages. They .
who are frequently abifent from hoine, with-
out an adequate caufe; fpontaneoufly aban-
don all thefe efpecial means of benefiting
their equals, théir inferiors, poffibly éven”
their fuperiors;; means which Providence"
has cotnmitted to them, in order that each
might be thus employed ; means for the’
due eniployment of which' they will be
deemed refponfible hereafter. Confinually -
on the wing from one {céne to another, they-
are like: trees'tran{planted fo often, that they
take firm root no.where. .. They appear
covered with thewy. verdure; but they bear
little fruit. . The ties'of conne&ion between'
them and the vicinity are broken. With'
the upper ranks, their intercourfe is that of
form and hurry; to the lower, they are’
become diftant, cold, and efttanged.  When .
at their nominal home,: they are there with«
out:attachment. They perch there, like a'
bird: on<a brarich, rather as having found a-
- convenient' baiting-place, than from par~
tiality o the fpot. Every perfon who comés -
U2 to
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to .feg. them expe@s to hear of, another.
apprpaching cxpedition; and if he finds-
himfelf . miftaken, furprifes all. whom he
meets with the wonder. The habit grows.
by indulgence. Every trifle {wells into a
motive and a pretext for quitting their na-
tural refidence. In the winter, London is
the magnet which attracts them. The de-.
fire of appearing polite, and -the pride of
being -able to fpeak of Having recently
vifited the metropolis, confpire with their-
impatience of home: If they hear that a
neighbouring :family is going to towi, to
ftay behind becomes intolerable. - When
ftationed in the capital, fome impending
feftivity, fome approaching day of fplendor
"at Court, affords an. excufe for delaying
their return. When fummer commences, the:
center of attration is transferred to fome:
watering-place ; and its force again proves.
irrefiftible.  Neither are the intervals: be~,
twéen thefe prominent periods in the fyftem-.
of wandering condemned wholly: to:.the:

drearinefs of the family feat. Little; tours.
- . 3 . to
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to fee fights, long circuits of vifits from ‘the "
houfe of one acquaintance to that of anbther,
and various incidental excurftons, brealc e
wearifome period into fmall parts’ ind
aided by the cheering hope ‘of longer’ ex-
peditions, render life capable of being en:
dured. When' the rage of rambling has’
feized a2 woman, it is not always that the
malady ‘proceeds to the height which has
been defcribed. Like -other maladles, it
has its degrees. Neither are its attacks
confined to-the female fex.  The duties of
the Mafter of the family, the Landlord,
the Country Gentleman, are on many oc-
cafions grofsly negle@ted in confequence of
_the immoderate indulgence of a propenfity
to roving. ‘'The occupier of the land, de-
prived of the friendly intercourfe, which
formerly fubfifted between him and the
owner,. and created a mutual regard, tem-
pered with refpect on one fide, and ftrength-
ened by affability and kindnefs on the other,
is'degraded into a dependent on the caprice
of a ﬁeward The abfence of a common

U3 patron
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- patron. who ufed to conciliate diﬂ'erpnces,
to, encourage the- mer;tqnous, tQ. pyprawe
;;h,e refra&ory, is feverely felt in the peigh-
bourmg v1lla§ea and hamlets The rents
o,f the eﬁate, which formerly were ex-
pended on the fpot to - the general benefit
of the viejnity, are npw. funk. in the me-

. tropolis, or abforbed in fome fathionable

refort of diffipation. 1 apprehend, however,
_ that it happens much mere frequently that
the hufband is led from home in accom-
modation. to the humours of his wife, than
that the latter is dragged away by the de-
termination of her hufband. But be that
sqnjecture true or falfe, the moral obliga-
tion incumbent op you, -who now read
~ thefe lines, if you are a wife, is the fame.

To you the Apoﬂ:ohc precept in either cafe
is eqpally addreflfed. In ecither cafe, the
. Apoftle equally enjoins you to be a  keeper
¢ at home.” Obey the fpirit of the in-
) Junéhon Remember the duties which you
'have to p¢rform -at home, duties not fo
well to be performed clfewhere;. and the

) good
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‘good ’.v&hich. you can there accomplifhi-by
‘exettions’ and 'liberality, that would by ho
means be ‘equally producive of ‘advantage
in a place where you were comparatively a
“firanger. ~ Give the benefit of your ‘ex-

‘to thofe, whom Providence entitles to it by
having placed them within the natutal
fphere of your influence. Inftead of en-
couraging a gadding atid unfettled fpirit in
othefs, by imitating the pattérn which they
.esihibit; ftudy by exhibiting 4 better to'im-
prove them, or at leaft to exculpate yburfelf,

Let your behaviour to all your acquaint-
- ance be the refult of modefty united with
‘benevolence. Be obliging to all with whom
you aflociate ; cultivate the frieidihip of
" the good ; and ftedfaftly perfift in THunning
““all intercourfe with perfons of bad or of
- doubtful charatter, however complying
 others hay be arcund you.- To be thus
~complying, is to impair the filutary prin-
 ciplé of thaming into obfcurity the corrupt-
oo U 4 ing
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ingnaxamplc of vige: it is to withdraw from
’vxrtue the c911ateral fuppost; which it derives
from the dread of gencral dlfgracc. Purfue
nof t the foc1ety of -women of hxgher rank
than your own ; be not elated by ‘their no-
_txce ; look not down on thofe wha enjoy it
not. If one of your nexghbours, one who
in 't‘hg' drawing-room was accuftomed to be
.r'ahgcd below you, is- fuddenly - raifed, in
confequence of a title being conferred .on
her. family, to. pre—ermnence in her turn ;
envy her pot, love her not the lefs, pant
not for fimilar advancement. You already
enjoy a decoration, or, if you do not, the .
fault is your own, fuperior to all the glories'
of the Peerage, *“ the ornament of a meek
“ and quiet fpirit.” If your hu{band fhould
Ahappen to receive fome acceffion of dignity,
 let it,not excite in your mind one arrogant
emotion, nar change your demeanour to
your friends and neighbours. “ New and
“ unaccuftomed dxgmtles, to ufe the words
of an accurate obferver of manners, ¢ oft¢u;,
“ infpire weak minds with a dxfppﬁtlon 1o
“ difplay
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“ difplay fupercilious airs; and a ridi¢dleus
« deportment towards' thofe whom ‘théy
“ confider as their inferiors, and from whom
“ they are jealous of a want of refpe@ be-
¢ caufe of ‘their late equality. Something
“ of this kind is obfervable even in England,
« particularly in the wives of new-created
“ Baronets, and the families of new-created
“ Peers. - But in England, airs of this kind
“ are-received with fuch contempt, and
« fometimes repelléd with fuch feverity tHat
“ they are feldom affumed (4).” Shun fuch
airs with unremitting folicitude. Shun them,
" however, on the principles of Chriftian hu-
mility far more than from an expe&ation
of the contempt with which they may be
returned. “ Let your moderation be known
“ unto all.(/);” not by artificial ‘condefcen-~
fion, which either betrays the pride which
it was intended to conceal, or indicates at"
beft a-mifguided judgement ; but by per-

:('l;) Dr. Moore’s View of the Caufes and Progrefs of
the French Revolution, Vol. i. p. 131 ‘

() Philip. iv. 5.

il

feverance
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feverdnce in the fame ingenuous affability,
the fame diffident mildnefs, the fame bene-
volent concern for the happinefs of all your
friends and acquaintance, which you cul-
tivated before your elevation. Beware, left
the acquifition of honour fhould create a
- defire of diftin@ion, which previoufly did
not exift in your breaft. She, who, as long
as her hufband was a Commoner, was con-
tented in her ftation, has often been feen,
when a Peerefs, to be inflamed with tor-
- menting eagernefs to afcend higher in the
fcale of Nobility.

The remark has been made, and };erhaps
with juftice, that if attention be directed to
the chara&er and condu@ of the different -
parts of families refident in the vicinity of
cach other, it will commonly be found, that
‘lefs cordiality prevails between the ladies
than between their hufbands. It is certain,
that neighbouring gentlemen are ¢ontinu-
ally fet at variance by very unwarrantable
caufes; by petty oﬂ'ences unworthy of con-

fideration
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fideration ; by diverfities of opinion eon-
cerning points, of which each individual is
entided to judge for himfelf; by contending
claims which ought to have been fettled by
amicable arbitration, or by an amicable re-
ference to the decifion of law. Trefpaffes,
real or fuppofed, on manerial rights, tranf>
greffions againft the fublime code of fox-hunt-
ing jurifprudence, differences of fentiment as
to the. ieafures of thofe who guide the
helm of Government, or as to the nomi-
natipn of a candjdate to reprefent fome
adjoining borough at an ele@ion, are fre~
quently fufficient openly to embroil half
the gentlemen of the diftri¢t with their
neighbours ; or at leaft to produce, while
the femblance of friendfhip 1s upheld, the
lurking malevolence of enmity. By fome
‘of thefe caufes of difagreement even the
female bofom is capable of being aQuated ;
~and the ill-will produced by any one of
them in the breaft of the mafter of the fa-
mily will generally diffufe itfelf through
the houfe. In addition to the fhynefles
S - and
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and- diffenfions between ladies' in the fame:
vicirity, which origihate 'fr'om’th'e(e fources,
there are others fpringing: from that’ irrita-
bility refpeding circumftances of 'perfonal
attention which, in the female fex, is fins
gularly confpicuous.” In all’ cafes ‘where
contémpt and negléé are to be apprehiend-
ed, women are far more quick-fighted than
men. And their anxiety on' the’ fubjec
mifleads them on a vatiety of -occaflons
~ into fufpicions for which there is no found-
ation. ” When the mind is in this ftate, if
a wifit be not returned at the'cuftomary
time, the delay, thould no ftrong teafon for
it prefent itfelf at once to ‘the expeding :
party, is attributed to faftidioufnefs' and-
pride. If an invitation is not given -at
" the time, or to the extent, which' was fe-
cretly-defired, fimilar motives are affigried.
An obfcure or ambiguous expréffion,’ ufed
inadvertently, is twifted into ah injtrious
or a difdainful meaning. Silence, or feri-
oufnefs of manner, proceeding’ frérn aCCl- __
dental thoughtfulnefs, or from fome cafuat
: ' vicifli~
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viciffitude of health, is, eonftrued infoiptre~
meditated coolnefs. Hence arife prejudices.
and antipathies, which years may not be,
able to .eradicate, Or filly affronts  are
taken on points of precedence. Becaule a.
lady is uthered ihto a room, or taken out
to dance a minuet, before another who
deemed herfelf fuperior; the company is
‘thrown. into confufion, and lafting hoftili-
ties take place between the parties.  Yet.
the preference was perhaps given, where, . .
according to the rules of etiquette, it was.
deferved. Or the merits of the cafe, though -
determined erroneoufly, might be fo nearly -
balanced, that the whole aflembled body of
heralds would have been perplexed to de-
cide the queftion. Where then is the
fpirit inculcated by the Apoftle? ¢ Let
“ nothing be done through ftrife or vain-
¢«.glory ; but in lowlinefs of mind let each.
“ qﬁcem others better than themfelves( 3

In the prpgrefs of matrlmomal life it 1s':
fcarcely pofﬁble but that the Wlfc and the

St o {sn) Philipp. i. 3.
‘ hufband
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hufband will difcover faults in each other,

which: they had not previoufly expécted.

The difcovery is by no mears a proof, in
many cafes it is not even a prefumption,

that deceit had originally been pradtifed.
Affetion; like that Chrifttan chatity of
whofe nature it largely participates, in its"
early periods, “* hopeth all things, believeth
all things (#).” Time and experiénce, with-

out neceffarily detra@ing' from its  warmth, -
fuperadd judgement and obfervation. The -
characters of the parties united, mutually
expand; and difclofe thofe little’ recefles;
which even in difpofitions moft inclined to
be open and undifguifed, fearcely find op-:
portunities of unfolding themfelves antece- -
dently to marriage. Intimate connetion

i

and uninterrupted fociety reveal fhades of
‘error in opinion and in condu&, which, ih
the hurry of fpirits and the dazzled ftate-of -
mind peculiar to the feafon of growing at:'!
tachment, efcaped even the vigilant eye of '
folicitude. Or the fa@ unhappily’ may b,
| (n) Cor. Xiii. 7. R
that
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that in confequence of new fcenes, new-gir-
cumftances, new temptations, failings which:
did not exift when the matrimonial. ftate
commenced, may have been contradted
fince. But the fault, whether it did or did
not exift while the parties were fingle, is
now difcerned. What then is to be the
confequence of the difcovery? Is affeGion
to be reprefled; is it to be permitted to.
grow languid, becaufe the obje& of it now
appears. tin&ured with fome one additional.
defe@? . Lallude not to thofe flagrant defer-
tions of moral and religious principle, thofe
extremes: of depravity, which are not.un-
known tothe connubial ftate,and give a thock
to the tendereft feelings of the heart. Ifpeak
of. thofe common deficiencies, which long
and familiar intercourfe gradually detets in.
every human character. Whether they arc .
perceived by the hufband in the wife, or
i)y.;hc wife in the hufband, to contribute .
by every becoming method to their re- ?
moval is an ac of duty frictly incumbent
on the difcoverer. It is morc than an act
o of
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of :duty;s it is' the firft -officé. ‘of lovés 1
“ Thow  fhalt. 'not -bate thy: neighbour i .
“ fulfering fin upon bim (6),” is ta.\precept, - i
the difxegard of which s the moft criminal - ;
in thofe perfons, by whom the warmeft re--. .
gard for the welfare of each. other 'ought.to -
be difplayed. In the courfe of the forego=- :
ing. pages I have had. occafion fulb{v;.tO'np,--/ :
tice the power which a married, woman:.,
poffefles of influencing the difpofitions.of ..
her hufband, and. the confequent, duty of i
exerting it for the improvement; of his.
moral and religious charaler. It, nemams
now to- guard the. wife againft the effett qf
emations and impreflions, , which might...
prevent her from reaping the'benefit, of .-
fimilar exertions of duty and kind#cfsfggg
the pqrt of her hufband. Let bex heware,-,
of difcouraging him, by irritability of tems.
pes-from communicating to. her this api~
nion, when he belicves that the has quep,l 0%, ./

Kineo
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of the cleareft indications of friendfhips Tt ; -

is, -howevet, one of thofe ‘delicate’ offuckd
from which. friend(hip may the moft eafily

be deterred. ' If a hufband finds his enddas -

vours to difcharge it frequently miféona
ceived ; if he fees them ufually producing
perturbations difficult to be allayed; 'and
extending far and wide beyond the original

fubje& of difcuffion; he may learn to think -

it wifer to'let an évil exift in filence, than

to attempt to obviate it at the hazard of a

~

greater.  If his confcience ‘at any time calls

up6n him to fet before his'affociate in con<
nubial life fome defe, eithier in her general

condud@, or in a-particular inftance; he

ought unqueftionably to fulfil the tafk with
a lively conviction of his own imperfeétions,
and of the heed which he has of indulgence
and forbearance on her part; with a ten=
dernefs of manner flowing from the geriuine

'Watrnth of affeCtion ; with an ardeht foliefe -

tude toithun ds far as ‘miy be poffible the

appetratice of authoritative direction ;-and -

with prudence adapting itfelf to the péculi-
SRR x arities
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+pritis ‘of the mind: which he i idefirous to
imprefs.. / In 3ll cafes he ought 3. guard,/
with {crupulons anxiety, againfl gxciting :in i
~t);;e breaft of his wife a fufpicion that he is (
purpofely minute in prying into, her fail-
iligs 3 and aga.ihﬁ loading, her, fpiri,ts with \
groundlefs apprehenfions that ll;hc: erigipal .
glow of his attachment is impajred by thofe :
which he has l}OthQd' He. ought to re-
pie'mber, that_however culpable the diqu-
ynf;eq_uent in womqn thn ‘reﬁx;a_xped,.ar,\d
in  their own .opinion withoyt fufficient
saufe, from proceeding in. any particulsr
path, to feel in confequence of the reftraint
jtfef a firong propenfity to advange further
jn that path than they had propgeded;bsfore,
But what if in one or more of ¢hefe poings
he fhould be negligent and defeGive? Let
20t:3 momentary qulckne,fs [ pgnner, let
pmg from l;ns hps, nor even tl}f: dkaOvelzy
pf fome emotmn tmé’cured thl:} human i

R

ﬁrmlty, be notlced thh ;cfgntment O
foll owed
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followed by retort and recrimination.’ ‘¥f
he thould évidently be lidble to juft cenfure
him{elf,  his admonition may yet be wife ;
his- reproof if he is neceflitated even 'to res
prove, may be juft, ' Though on former
‘occafions he fhould have been hurried into
animadverfion without reafon, thete may
be reafon for his animadverfion now. Let
‘him not be thought partial and unwarrant-
ably firi@, if he thould chance to obferve
2 failing when exemplified by his wife,
‘which in other women he had fcarcely re=
‘garded. Is it furprifing that he thould bé
alive to circumftances in the conduct of the
Pperfon moft intimately conne@ed with him,
which affécted him little or not at all in a
more diftant relation, in an acquaintance, in
4 ftranger? It fometimes happens, when
s fnarried woman has not been led to at-
’tend to confiderations fuch as thofe which
‘have now been uggefted, that advice which,
if given by the hufband, would not have
het with 4 favourable acceptation, is thank-
fully ICCCIVCd from others. To know that

X2 this
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this ftate of things is poffible thould be a
lefflon to the hufband againft mifconduc®
and imprudence; for to them its exiftence
may be owing. ‘But let it alfo be to the
wife an admonition againft captioufnefs and
prejudice; for had fhe been free from thcm',
it could not have exifted. :

, o
X X M
. [ ’
-t - . \
i "
\ .
{
< v o i
-4
' i
. V.
v . '
, (' Ay ‘. i
' IS ,
] -
L b s
o PR s i el
RN B R L RIS NI TR ID)
: ek s H I
YIS L e AN S . Loty | et Dowe
gl S
2




B PR

R O L

S emar xmr
DUPIES OF MATRIMONIAL LIFE fcom-
" TYNUED; WITH ‘A VIEW TO THR DIF-
FERENT SITUATIONS AND CIRCUM-
STANCES OF DIFFERENT INDIVIDU-

ALS-

Tl-iE refle@ions which have hitherto been
made on the duties of married women
have had little reference to particularities
of rank or fituation. ¥Yet by fuch particu-
larities, moral advantages and difadvantages,
duties and temptations, are in many in-
ftances created or diverfified. London and
the country, elevated rank and middle
ftation, differ fo far from each other in
fome of the opportunities of geod and of
evil which they refpe@ively furnith; that a
little time and confideration may not be
unprofitably employed in explaining fome
of the points of difference, and enforcing
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tHe (obfigations' which feverally réfult! from
theiny It' will, perhaps, be found:thit no
obferyation can; be addrefled to a petfon
refident in the mctropolls, Whlch’ in cerw
tain circumftances, may not be applied -with
propriety to the conduét. of the wife of a
¢ountry -gentleman ; nor-any admonition
fuggefled to the higher ranks, -which may
not be transferred with flight alteration ta
fome of the inferior orders of the commu-
nity, In-the.remarks therefore which are
about to be fubmitted to the reader, though
fome of the .duties. refpeQively incumbent
on married women of different def¢riptions
may, for the.fake of perfpicuity, by inveftis
éatéd ‘under -feparate heads, cerrefponding
#p.the different fituations of the partiesy
would by -no meang with it te be underd
flood, thay yvhat is primarily offéred 10 the
attention of one clifs of -married women|
may pot appertam ina-cértain mcaﬁ{reto all
g e . . krm;)
Among the ten'ipratlons to- whichi Ty lady
x;!}dcnt in London is ‘by that- cizeamParice
SR MR expofed
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expofed; few are mare enfnaring; than thafe,.
the ;prirnary and immediate effect of which
is. to enczoach:.upon time.. The. public.
amufements, which. the metropolis and-itsi
precinds.afford,: are daily feensto prove-fo
fafcinating. by their number and their vav
riety to the  younger -part- of “the Pulite’
world; a8 to occupy-a very large proportion
of the day and of the evening; ory to- fpedk:
with more 'propriety, of thofe Hours, | whed
ther before or after midnight; during whick'
the. polite iwvorld s abroad.i For it is net
merely the .time!adipally Tpent:in ithe ens
joyment of the amufement which. is. to_be
plaged to the account; the hours of pre
paration: which precede, and thofe of lan~
guor and inactivity which follow, equally
belong to it. - Neither do.the fcenes. of
public entertainment . lofe their power,. as
far .as.the confumption. of time is in quef-
tion,-aver thofe who, fatiated and palled by
tedious familiarity, no longer find in any
{pedtacle- pr-mode. of diverfion the. gratifi-
cation.which ; it .once beltowed, : The de=
\,h'_‘i!nq'): s X 4- i . lights
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lights/of movelty are paft ; ‘bat- the ‘chains
of :fathion and habit ‘are rivetted) ' The
mind, incapable through difufe-of relithing
hetter: purfuits, experiences in the théitre °
-andthe rotunda, if not a. pofitive- fatif-
faction,: yét a relief from' the dulnefs of
vataacy, ‘and.the painfulnefs of intercourfe
with itfelf, But it is unneceffary to dwell
on, a-topic which. has already'been-the fub~
ject of much obfervation. -Let us turn our
thoughts to other ¢ircumftances, ‘which; if
got: peculiar to the capital, yet oxift there ta
-anextent not to be parellelled elfewhere ;
‘amd roceafion in all places, -according: to' the
-degree.in which they exift, an anprofitable
confumption of time, and: all :the - evils
.attgndant on the waﬁe of 1rrevocable liours.
o oou o0 Ci el
_London is the eentre to whxch almaf’c all
: A’.thﬂmndwldlmls :who fill - the-:upper -and
~middle ranks of fociety, -dre fucceflively tat-
traced.... The country pays its tribute to
| the) fupreme city.. Bufinefs, interefty ‘and
- gutiofity, thedave of pleafure, ithe' defiresof
SIS knowe
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lm;ou tg, be dcemed poh;e, occaﬁommconn
tinwaliinflux into.the .metropolis from. ewery.
corner of: the kingdom. Hence.ja-Jarge
and: a,yyidely difperfed and.-a continually.
encrqa,ﬁng acquaintance is the natuyal; con-
fequence, of -frequent re,ﬁdence in Londen,
If a married lady fuffers herfelf to be drawn.
into ,the fyftem of proceeding, to-which,
“fuch .an _acquaintance is generally foen to
lead ; rufeful .occupations and .improving
-purhyits are either at an end, or are carried
- on with extreme - difadvantages, multiplied
- intgrryptions, declining activity, ardour; and
 fatisfation. . The' morning, -at leaft what '
_is ;cajled the morning, is fwallowed up
in driving from fireet to. fireet, from {quare
to {quare, in purfuit of perfons whom fhe
is.afraid of .difcovering, in knocking at
:.doors ;yhere the dreads being admitted.
. Tine is frittered away in a.fort of fiiall.in-
.- tercqurfe with numbers, for whom fhe:feels
i Jittle; regard, and whom fthe knowsto feel
a8 Bitsle. for herfdlfi» - Xet. everyl thing
coud breathes .
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breatheb thie firit of, cordiality and: attach~
ment.; The pleafure expréfled dt mneeting
iy fo'warm, the enquiries after each other’s
health fo minute, the folicitude, if either
party has c:iught a cold at the laft opera fo
extreme; that a ftranger to-the "whys ‘of
high life, and to the true value of words in
the modern "di&ionaties’ of compliment,
would be in aftonithment at fach effufions
of difintérefted benevolence.” TInvitation
fuceeeds invitation ; engagement- pfeﬁ'es on
engagement: 'etiquette offers, form accepts;
‘ and indifference affumes the air of gratitude
and rapture. - ‘Thus a eéntinual progrels is
madé in the looks, the language;, iﬂ&f’thé
feelings of infincerity. - A lady thus bitfled;
fhus accomplifhied, becomes difinclined to
friendthip, or unqualified for it. *She had
t0o thany acquainfance to  beat: Téiflire:
to hive a friend. The unreftrained ‘com-
mumcatton of fentimént, the ‘ coticern'iof
genuine fympathy, the mamfef’catmr; of
kmd affetions by deeds of kmdnefs, re=

quire time, and calmnefs, and" dehbcratx}gn,
et and
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and tetiteent. ‘They require whit diffid
pation is leaft able and leaft willing to- be-'
flow-o . e e
¢ e : : o
.»,.Next,..to ‘thofe principles of- Chriftianr
* fobriety,” which the Scriptures again and
again inculcate on women, whether. fingle
or in. matrimonial life, as well in precepts
addreffed immediately to the female fex ( 2
as in others direted .to Chriftians in gene~
ral (¢}, one of the moft powerful prefers
vatives againit this prevailing abufe of time,
and all its unhappy effe@ts on the mind, is
a fettled habit of methodical employment,
founded on a fair review of the feveral
duties -daily to be performed, and of their
relative nature and importance. . "To devote
with . regularity certain hours to  certain
purpofes - may be fomewhat more difficult.
in the crowd and hurry of the metropolis,
than in the tranquillity of a rural refidence.

) 't‘ltus, il 4= 1 Tlm ii. 9 5. —iii. u |

(g) 1 [’heﬁlv 6, 8-1 Pcter,l 13 —xv 7 —v 8
-—&c & ‘
K But
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Bot thd fathe circuimftatices, which'caufe
thedifhiculty of adhering to a predetermined
plan, { prove the neceflity of inftituting.oné
and of: obferving it.. For how would, that,
which «<an fcarcely be attained even -with
theiaid: of method and habit; he accoms
plithed if left to depend on chance:?: Not
that-adherence to plan is to be carried to
the: pun&ilious excefs of never tolerating
the. fmalleft deviation. : But the ddnger of
acquiring a cuftom. of deviating,:and of
thus-being gradually feduced from:your re-
folution, is fo formidable, that fome oc-
cafional inconveniences may' well, be; en~
dured i order to aveid it; - In methodifing
1iine; a5 in all‘plans of life, let the fandard
swhich 'you propofe to .yourfelf beoveafon-
able, if you would find it ufeful,:+ Gheat
#ot yourfelf into indolence by aiming,at
ditde; - Neither let:your defire - to perform
nnch: fead you. in,tb the error..of . fetying
iydorklf to imitate a pattern, which, yau are
mawasd ris -carried toan. extreme,. withthe
view that netwithftanding your probable

‘ I  defi

-
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deficiencies you may ftill reach. what you
already difcern to be the proper' médium!
This;is not fober and rational conduft. It
is-to attemnpt to prevent yourfelf from: fees
ing what you cannot but fee. - It'is totty
to impofe on yourfelf by a {cheme ‘which
you know to be an artifice. It is to pre~
pare pretexts for remiflnefs, and tompta«
tions to‘abandon the whole undertaking.
Proceed according to the plain diGates of
common fenfe. Trace out to yourfelf the
exa& line which your judgement tells you
that you ought to follow, and endeavour' to
purfue it with accuracy. Remember your
domeftic - duties ; inform your mindj. ad-
wance in - piety ; be not fnatched into. the
wild vortex of amufements ; dare to: refufe
an 'invitation. Be not fhaken from your
‘tational purpofes and rational mode of :life
by the furprife, the ridicule, the: fpeeious
but hollow arguments, -of the giddy-and
diffipated of your own fex ; who ““ithink it
- " firarnige: (r) that ye run ‘not with: themto
: S e

“ thc

(r) 1 Peter, iv. 4
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“ the fame excefs of riot,” and like fh_em
whem the Apoftle deféribes, if they cannot
perfuade or allure, will probably ftrive to
“ fpeak evil of you.” Leave them to their
folly and unhappinefs ; and purfue fteadily
the diGtates of your underftanding and your
confcience. Comply not with any thing
which you deem intrinfically wrong to gain
the good word of multitudes. * Incur not
the guilt of thofe who * loved the praife of
“men (of human beings) more than "the
¢ praife of God (s).” Retrench the inter-
courle of form within narrow limits. Cul~
tivate the affeions of the heart. Tn the
vaft (concourfe of the capital, there are
numbers of your own fex, and of a ftation
correfponding to that which you occupy,
who_are worthy of your friendthip. Cherith
fuch friendthips as inftruments of .comforty
of virtue, and of ufefulnefs. Co-operate,
procure- co-operation, in aiding not ‘only
with your purfe but with the mﬂ‘ugncem be.
jt greater or [maller, which your fituation’

(s) John, xii. 4‘3.
pof-
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poflefles, public and privage- inititytions of
Charity, .and thofe in particular which dre
calculated for the relief of female. diftrefs.
Mindful of the fcarcity of modes of. em-
ployment in which perfons of the female
fex can properly engage for a fubfiftence (#),
encourage women in all fuch occupations
by fteady and ative preference. In reliev-
ing the temporal affliGtion of your fellow
creatures, forget not the higheft office of
Charity, that of providing for their religious
improvement. Extend your refearches and
your beneficence to the villages and hamlets
tlji.ékly firewn round the metropolis, and
corrupted by its vicinity. Do good by ex~
ertion and by example; be a blefling to
athers and to yourfelf.

(t) Thls evxl might be conﬁdcrably leflened. Several
kinds of (hops, now chiefly in the pofleflion of men, mlght
be conduéled with eafe by women. Would not propriéty
alfo be confulted by a transfer of fome accupations frem
the former fex fo the latter ? Why has the indelicate cuftom
of ladiés employing halr-dreﬂ&rs of the othcr fex Been to-
lerated: fo:fong:d & g ~ o

There
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"'There feems at preferit to be an opinioit
gaining ground in high life, that in vifiting,
no lefs than in amufements, it is neCeﬂ'ary
that all pohte ladies thould go every—whlthcr,
an 0p1mon among the moft pernicious of
. thofe which pervade the modern fyftem of

fathionable manners. Hence it arifes that

women of the moft ainiab]e and excellent
charatter ate often feen to frequent routs
and other fimilar meetings in houfes, the

mlﬁreffes of which they hold in merited

contempt and abhorrence. This confe-

quence alone might be’ fufﬁci'ent'to mani«
feft the mifchievous tendency of the opmlon '

from which. it flows. 'But the fame erro-

ncous perfuaﬁon contributes alfo to confirm N

many womer in their praétlce of Imrrymg, '
evening after evening, from company to
company, from diverfion to dlverﬁon de-
prives them of all defire and all opportu- '

nity of refletion on the tempers and difpo-

fitions of then' own hearts ; and 1 1ncapac1tates ‘
thein " for tranqull recreations and rpnonal"

employments.

Arother -

—— | . —— . e = e, St et~
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. Another temptation which attends women
who refide in London, and who are entitled
to mix in the higher circles of life, ‘origi-
nates from this circumftance ; that the capi-
tal is the fedt of Government, the éentre:of
political power and political intelligence.
Hence ‘the: defire’ which women are prone
to feel of aflociating more and more with
petfons of rank, and which on many oc-
eafions is of itlelf fufficiently fedu&ive to
betray them into extravagance and’ indif-
cretion, detives an additional ﬁimulus. It
is among Peerefles-and the 1 wives of Mem..
bers of Parliament, and thofe whofe huf-
bands dlfcharge the executive fun&xons of
Govemment, or are ftationed ‘in mee of
the fubordinate departments of ofﬁce, that
we are to look for the perfons whorn the
rage of politics feizes firft: At then' own
~ houfes, and at the houfes of their near con-'
netions, ‘they are accuftomed to hear quef B
tions relatmg to the national welfare can-
vafled; they witnefs a miniature refemblance _
of the Parhamentary debate of the preced-
» Y ing
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ingeveriing ;- théy become::petfonally ac-
guaiated with fome:of the public characters;
whem clogquence and talents have:elevated
.into.fame. To liften to-the cenfure'and to
the. applaufe feverally: beftowed: on: indivi-
‘dnals in the political: world, ‘while it excites
and. paurifhes curiofity, pleafes and-foments
the {pirit of party., To be addreffed in
pnvate gircles, thopgh it be only on -the
ftate of. the weather, by him whom - Se»
naxgs have admired, Rimulates while it gra-
t;ﬁes ambition. By degrees they catch the
paﬁions of the other fex, and are. tranf-
formed intp profeﬂ'ed partizans ; and when
thq change has once taken place, generally
e\:ceed their hu{bands in v;oler}gv:,J and bite
temefs, and a prying fpmt . T, warm
~ out a pohtxcal fecret, to extra& f}'om the
lugheﬂ: authonty the earhe{t ndmg;x of a
vx&ogy, ofa defeat, Qf a pro_;e&ed ?thﬂion,:
frorn oﬁice, of an mtended penﬁqg“ox;‘grapt
of noblhty, is_ap. Qb)e& which, pal.lg) forth,
the utmoft cxernons ,of their, agdroitnefs,.
When they have atmned ride .of:
cev - ‘hé" frmmph

et
PR
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tiumph ¢ommences.. They baffen : fromh
éteﬂing*i‘oom to" dr'eﬂ'mg;rbdm, frout iaf
dembly-to affembly, i’prcadmg the newd 45
they- fly :along, exaggeratmg the truth’ to
heighten- aftonithment, and " confounding
their rivals' with the blaze of fuperior ifi
te}hgence. I the mean time their atten-
tion is not blind to more fubftantial acqui-
fitions. * ‘They ' omit ' neither addrels not
importunity towards ‘mer'in power, whed
there ‘is % hope that the'one- or ‘the other
 ihay affé@ the diftribution of preferment.
To obtain 2 living; an appomtmént, a ﬁep '
ifi' navat or ‘in military promotion, fot 4 re-
lation ‘or a -dépendent, affords theth the
dbuble defight of conferring an obligation
6t 4 perfon whoni they are defirous t6 ferve,
and 6F difplaying thelr intereft with the |
ruler"s of 'the ftate. The fpmt of freedom
attd-of refpect for Popular opinion, by which
thie* Englith Conftitution ‘and Government
Wete ‘happ{ly dxﬁmgui!hed from the ancient
motiafchy of France; and” the fpirit of
ﬁeadme& ‘ahid<érder by which ‘they havé

Y2 been
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been diftinguifhed no lefs happily from the
modes of political adminiftration by whick
the French- Monarchy has -been fucceeded,
have precluded the ladies of , this ‘country
from.advancing to thofe enormous lengths
ip pohtxca} mmgue, swhich have been fue-
cefsfully attempted on the Continent.. The
pattem, however, exhibited at Paris, has
Tong been imitated in London as nearly as
'cucumﬁances would allow .In proportion
as. the example of Iaduzs in' the higheft
circles affards encouragement to vanity or
‘to hope 1t is ftudied and followed by num-
'ﬁers of thqxr female acquamtance, whofe
fituation | _gives them an opportunity 'of
'treadmg, though at an humble diftance, in
the fame fteps. Even women who have
no conncéhon with the pohtlcal hcmxfphere
are feen to be mfpxred by the pafﬁon com-~
municated from their fuperiors; imbibe
‘the quinteflence of political attackment and
antipathy ; and by the ardout with which
they copy the only part of theit 'model
thh they. haw; the means of, émulatipg,

thew

e — — e — e —— —
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fhew-that it is not thraigh: warit' of | ambly-
(ion that they are Icft behmd in the rat:c .

It may, -irideed, be ﬁated gene'rally t.hagg
in confequence of the peculiar cn'cumﬂ:anceé
already fpecified, by which'the capital is
(diftinguithed, the love of eminence and' the
thirft of .admiration are there roufed by i m-
citements far more powerful than any other
place could fupply. Hence, whatever be
the objeé’t to which female ambition i is di-
reCted Whether it afpn'es to be confpx-
cuous as the leader of faﬂuon and the o;;aclc
.of pohtenefs, or as the ftately aﬁ'oclate of
rank and dlgmty, to outfhine all 1ts com-
. petitors in the difplay of ° magmﬁcence or
. to anticipate them in. the knowledge of po-
Mitical tranfa&xons, and drive them from the
field in cvery ﬂ:ruggle for the acqﬁlﬁtwn of
. political favours, it is in the metropohs
', that it ‘hurries’ its votary to unparallellqd
extremes of folly, of pnde, of ¢ envy, of ex-
. fravagance, The eftimation in which t,he
ﬁcr;ytuxqs hold fuch Pa,ﬂ'xons and fuch con<

o s Y3 dua,
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dudd, o1, to {peak.with. more propriety, the
Judgements. there denounced againft thewm,
have been noticed already in fuch a man-
per, that they muft be freth in the. reader’s
rscolleGion, - Let. us for once. sttend to
gdvice from the: mouth of a Pagan, ade
drefled to the ladjes of the moft polite: city
of ax;txent times. , . Be ambitioug -of ats
“ 1aining thofe virtues which are the .prin~
ff cipal ornaments of yoyr {fex,. Cherith
. * your inflin@ive mode&y; apd look upogn

“it as your higheft commendatjon not to
« be the fubje& of public difcourfe (u),”

~' That mﬁméhve modef’cy, fo deﬂarvmg pf
Bemg chenihed requires, like every. other
virtye, to be ﬁrengthem:d by cultuxe,, and
” is perhaps of all yirtues that which, when
impaxred is the moft dlfﬁculf to_ be, reftored
to its orlgmal fenﬁbllxty In the ryde cop,
Hx&s of the world it is expofcd 1o fprlous
itk of bc;ng 1mPercept1bly WOTR.  AWaY,

*(u)‘Speech- of Perieles to-the Athcman worien:' “Phr.
cydxdzs, Book ii. , o

oo

" In
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In the metropolis the :danget is ‘dggtavated
pattly 1by . the .fthamaléfinefs - with: which
wvice, confident in its: numbers, there ‘fhews
ity face abroad ; partly by the rank of maiiy
of the vicious, which draws on their ‘wic
kednefs.the eye of public attention’ and
partly by. means of the foftening appella—
tions. which fafhion, enlifted in-tHe féf¥vice
of profligacy, has devifed for the ‘moft
ﬁagrant breaches of the laws of . GocL and
man. ~ Hence not only among the unprin-
cipled, but in virtuous families, among
women of medefly, and by woren ‘of
modefty, converfation is not unfrequently
turned to tOplCSz and incidents, of whnch,
to ufe the language of - an Apoftle, “itisa
# fhamie even to fpeak (x).* To coriceive
that delicacy of fentiment fhould not thus
be undermined is impoffible. The evil now
in queftion’ contaminates the country alfo;
but, though not reftricted'to the metropolis,
it is theré moft prevalent. It ought to be
added, that,men of worth are, in. number-

e (x) Ephef. v. 12. e
oo Y 4 lefs
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lofs unfes,. Wighly -cenfurable for the-litde
regazd which they evince-to female delicacy
even in their-own families, by thie fubjecks
of sconverfation which they' introduce ot
purfue. ‘The mifchief done is hot:the'lefs
becaufe the phrafeology may' be: guardeds t
Pt Tt

--The -habits of life- which prevall "in the
metropolis, and particularly in fathionable
families,’are, in feveral refpeQs, totally res
pugnant to the cultivation ‘of -affe@ion and
connubial happinefs, ~ The ‘hufband "and
‘the . wife- are' fyftematically : kepr. afundet.
Separate eftablithments, feparate’ fets ofac-
quaintance, feparate amufeménts; k. .coti-
fpire. to render them firft -frangers; ‘and
.afterwards 'indifferent to each. other. '+ If
they find themfelves brought -togetHer: in
-mixed company, to be mutually cold, inat-
. -tentive, and forbidding, is politemefs:: They
who are infpired, or are fuppofed:to: be
infpired, with the warmeft attachment, are
-reciprocally .to- behave -with -aldegree of
::;opulﬁve uncontem, .which, . if ; ekhibitdd

towards

-
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towiarde'a third perfani; would be cotfirded
#s an(affront. - The truth'is; that ‘fich hsnas
tural 'maxims of behavionr have originsted
from - dafes - in - which, however’ ‘biifable;
they werenot artificiali! They have- fpﬂm‘g
from . that - -indifferencel * which *vtasv'really
felt. But thofe perfons who are folicitous
ta prefarve affe@ion, will do well to cherith
the outward manifeflations of regard. oI,
on the-one hand, it'is-poflible to difguft by
an illfimed difplay of the familiarity .of
fondmefs.{ let .it .be remembeted, -on the
other, that to difguife the natural feelings bf
the theart under the fyflemiatic' reftraints :of
.affomed coldnefs, is. offenfive -to every ra-
tignal-obfervér j at variance with fimplicity
4nd ingenuoufnefs: of chdra@er; and rulti-
‘mately fubverfive of the tendernels of affec-
tion both in the. party -which “practifes: the
difguife,sand in thc perfon towageds whom
it iepradtifed.” . .« v R
e L ;',‘i*ff:‘“'f Ty
» The-influence-of fathion, -which of fate
;baahmhapmly: contributed in the metropolis
Lade! to
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to.feparate the hufband: and the wife, would
haye flowed.in a;more beneficigl channel,
bhad it-been applied.to draw clofer the, bands
of domeftic fociety, The wives of lawyers,
of phyficians,. and of feveral other defarip-
ffum&, of men, are feldom allowed a large
fhare of the company of their hufbands.
While the latter are occupied abroad: by
profeflional bufinefs, the former are left

expofed to the temptations of a diffipated

capital, temptations which borrow firength
from the wearinefs of folitude at ‘home.
Henge, in addition to the common obliga-
tions which bind the confciences of married
men to ftudy the comifort and the welfare
of their partners, the hufband is uader yss
apother tie to fpend his: leifure in the
bofom of his family, - Hence alfo the:duty
of the wife to render home, by the winping
charms of hev behaviour, attraive and dae
lightful to her hufband, derives additional
force. Let her confider the numberlefs
temptations: to vice, .to profufion, to ddle
amufement; with which ke is encompuffeds

S S A |
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" Lot her remember with, what variousi¢hat
saers the bufinefs of his. ftation' renders
him familiar; of whom fome perhaps openly
deride the principles of religion; others fap
them. by infidious - machinations ;- others
extenuate by their wit and talents'the offen+
fivenefs of guilt ; others add to the feducing
example of gay wickednefs the fafcinations
of rank and populafity. - Is fhe defirous of
his fociety? Would fhe confirm ‘him in
domeftic -habits? 'Would . the -fortify ‘him
againt -being allured into. the haunts of
luxury,: riot, and profanenefs? Let her
tonduét thew. that home is dear to herfelf
in his abfence, fiill: dearer ‘when he ‘s pre:
fent. . Let her unaffe@ed mildnefs, her in-
genuous tendernefs, place before his mind
a forcibile contraft to the violence, the arti-
fice, the unfeeling felfithnefs which he wit-
neéfles in hit commerce with the world.
Let- the .cheerful tranquillity of domeftie
pleafures ftand in the place of trifling and
turbulent. feftiviey abroad. Let his haufe,
as far.as her endeavours can be effe@ual,
[ ‘ be
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be the"-abode of happinefs ; -and. ke’ will
Have little-témptation to bewilder Himfelfir
feeking for happinefs under anotherroof. -

. There -are 'motives of health or.conve-
nience which occafionally determine indi-
yiduals, bufied in mercantile concerns, .ra-
ther to fix them{elves at a country refidence
within,a few miles of London than in the
heart of the city ; :and thence to pay daily
wifits to their.counting-houfes in town.. To
the -wives of . perfons thus circumftanced,
the obfervations in the preceding paragraph
may.-be addreffed. - It.may indeed be faid
generally, that. the turn .of mind.and:the
habitg of life in the immediate neighbeury
hood. of the capital are naturally become fg
far fimilar to thofe prevalent in §t. James's-
fquare; that almoft every, remark on. mosa}
duties, which is applicable to. the latter
fzsuasmn, may be transferred ta thebforn;er,.

S P Lo

Qne of thq: dtmes‘ wh;ch "req,u;,rq to be
qagprq:fsiy fated as incumbent on, 1a§1;s, wlgp
i 3 " pale
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pafs a large portion of the year in-the!mes
tropolis, and efpecxally on ladtes of ' rank
and influence, is the following; to endcau
vour to improve the general tone of focial
intercourfe, and particularly in-the article
of amufements, Let them exchange-the
vaft and promlfcuous affemblages, which
now crowd their fuite of rooms from even-
ing almoft to day-break, for fm_all and fele@
parties, to which a virtuous character ‘fhall
be a neceffary introduction, and in which
virtudus friendfhip and rational entertain-
ment may be enjoyed. Let them difconn=
tenance the prevailing fyftem of late hours,
which ' undermine the conftitution ; ‘and
entail languor and idlenefs on that period
~ of the day, which they *who have not
adopted the modern and deftructive ‘cuftom
of late-rifing know to be the moft dehght-
ful and the moft ufeful. Let them fetup a
ftandard againft play, : faﬂnonable follies,
and enfnaring cuftoms ; and unite the in-
nocent’ pleafures- of imiproving and cntcr-
'tammg fociety. with the fmalleft poﬂiblc ex-
) penfe



334 ' ON' THE DUTIES OF

penfe of time, money, and domeftic order.
The benefits which might accrue to thé
youth of beth fexes from the amelidration
of the general ftate of meetings for purpofes
of -converfation and ‘amufement in- polite
circles-ate incalculable. - ‘The profpeét of 4
happy fettlement in life for individuals,
their domeftic condug, their domeftic com-
fort, thé manners and habits of various
claffes of the community prone to 'imbibe
the opinions and to copy the "exathpie of
- their immediate fuperiors ; all thefe are cir-
cumftances which that amelioratipn WOuld
ontrxbute to improve. :

‘In thc metropolis, the morals of fervants
are expofed to extraordinary dangers. By’
common temptations they are there befet
more powerfully than in the country; and"
have-alfo to contend with others' peculiar-
to the capital. Yet it is, perhaps, in London:
that they receive the leaft attention from

-mafters and miftreffes of famnﬁes. . The-
proper inference to be ‘drawn from thefe-'
L fals

.
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fa&s’ is. ‘obvious. . At conformably fo it
in: all ‘points. <., Let mot . your ::domefiics
of ‘either. fex be fuffered: to depend.for. 2
part-of their emoluments on the perquifites
of gaming. . Let them be guarded to:the
utmoft .of -your power ‘againft the irrepa-
rable mifchiefs; which attend the praice
of infuring in ftate lotteries () =

. Ladies. who, being united to men occu-
pied in the tranfa&ions of trade and bufinefs,
find themfelves refident in the city,. often
fthew themfelves extremely diffatisfied with
their fituation. = Each wearies her hufband
with importunate earneftnefs that he wonld
renounce the degrading profits- of the.cotint=
ing-houfe and the thop, which he is now
wealthy .erfough to. defpife; and exchange
the ungenteel delnefs of Lombard-fireet for
the modifh vicinity -of -the eourt: - Affét-
ing'to-1dok dowh on: the pohte world d@s‘

(y) Fortfl'o@e account of thofe mlfchlefs, fee thg.
« Treatife “on \‘.he P'olnce of the Metropohs,” 2d- Ealt.
P-AGF=I6g T e L SRS

cmint ‘ riding
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ridifig the barren ‘rentirolls of eneumberod
eftites; ‘apparent: to" their ..imaginations
through the veil’ of fuperficial - fplendor ;
they ‘are cager to ape- the follies ind-to
crowd into the fociety of the gilded fwarmt
which' they would feem té held in’ con-
tempt. - -Ladies of fathion in the meah time
are exulting, at the-ather end of the ‘tow;
that the hands of théit hufbands were: ncver
contaminated with the ﬁlthy gains'of 1 tom:
merce's ‘and delight in turning into ridiculé
the awkward ¢fforts of the citizen’s wife to
Yivil the route anidthe public breakfaft -of
the Peerefs by expenfe void ' of-propriety;
and pomp deftituté of tafte.’ It is'tHus'that
pride and envy,’ dxfplaymg themfelves’ un=
der ‘appofite forms, are equally con‘fpxcuod!;
m both partxes. co ’ .

When the penod of refidence in'the- me-
tropolis is come to a'conclufion,’ a'lady i
fometimes apt to difplay among her neigh-
Bours in the country, in 2 manner which
cannot be miftaken, her confciotifmels that
w e the
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fthe s lately .arrived. ffom the centre .of
fathion and politenefs.. Her pride betrays
itfelf umder various afpe@s and modifiv
gations gccording to the particular. fhades
of her temper and difpofitions, and the re-
fpecive circumftances of the individuals.
thrown .into her fociety, Sometimes - if
appears,-without difguife in fupercilious
ftatelinefs ; fometimes it is. revealed by the
infolence .of affetted condefcenfion. . At
one time, it expatiates, on the intimacies
wluch it ha.s formed, or profeffca to have
formed, in high life ; and .defcribes .the |pers
{ons, particularifes the.charaCters, and retails
the. connerfanon of pegrsandpeereﬂ'q& At
lowermg the tone of difcourfe to the /le,vel
of the' country : and with a parade,
attention turns afide from fubje&@s, with
‘which. it gives the company prefent. fo; un-
derftand that .they are not {uppofed-to, be
acquainted.. The contempt which airs. of
shis nature evince, is ever found to Fecoil
on thofe who pradife them.. .. . ...

A % A lady,
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ity lady, when fhe lgaves London, ought
10/ be; careful not to corrupt the country. by
the, introduttion of foolith and .culpable
fathions. Her example, whichever way i
turns, is' likely to have confiderable. weight.
In.the metropolis fhe was..only pne in a
" erowd. Even there it was her: duty jnvari-
ably.to recolle&t that her condué would by
no, means be without; influence pn others;
that the whole mafs was compofed: of indi-
¥idpals ;. and :that each. individual was:xe-
fponfible for an -individual fhdre. .! But

when dhe.comes down to the: family. .man- .

fion; the eyes of the neighbourlicod will,
for a time, be 'turned upon-herfelf. ; If the
imports a’ cargo of modifth follies - and
modifh vices, they will foon: be: diffufed
throughout the diftrict in which fhe refides.
If fhe neither introduces .them herfelf nor
-adopts them though they fhould be intro-
‘duced - into the vicinity ; her friends and
‘aequaintance, thofe who fee her:and thofe
who Hear of her, will then dare: not:to: give
into them. R AT

Among .

- —
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. ‘Amorig perforis of the female fox! who
refide conftantly in the country, and-at the
fame time poflefs few opportunities of mix=
ing with polithed. and ‘intelligent -fociety;
errors. and failings originate, no lefs than
among ' men, from the want of enlarged
fentiments and a greater knowledge of the
world: “Prejudice fhews itfelf in various
fhapes, and extends to' a multitude of ob-
je&s. Ghanges in manners and cuftoms,
though in reality for the better, are repro-
bated. . The condu@ of others, efpecially
of thofe who move in a higher circle, is

- judged with acrimony. Little allowance is

‘made forunfeen motivesand unknown cir-
‘cumftances. -The fpirit of party broods
‘over::imaginary offences. Sometimes its
operations are more alive: infomuch that
:ladies; : inftigated by vanity, and liftening
with greedy attention to the flatteries: of
fome' interefted partizan of the other fex,
~who enlarges on the advantages which their
Anterference. .would ; fecure to a favourite
candidate at an ele@ion, are feen to plunge

e z 2 . into
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‘#ntt’ fRe ‘rude ‘intercourfe and: degrading
‘ocedpations’ of a “local conteft.’ I -fmalk
fowhs; and in their immediate neighbour-
hobd, the fpirit of Hetraltion evér appears
“with fingular vehemence. In tHe "metro-
polis, and in other large cities, it ‘m(a‘y' per-
haps be no lefs a&ive. There, however,
its altivity is difperfed amidfk the crowd of
-individuals whom ‘it affails. It has there
~fuch ‘dn ‘overflowing -abundance. of 'delin-
“quets; 'or fuppofed delinquetits, to purfue,
that perfons whe are not confpléuoub in the
“routine of fathion, ‘nor by ‘any otler ‘inci-
‘dent particularly dawn forth “into pﬁb’hc
' notice, ‘have a reafonable chance of" efcapmg
véry frequent attacks. But here the finl-
neféof the circle rénders all who' ove in
it univerfally known to each other. ”l"he
~objé@s on which curiofity can éxércife her
“talents are fo few, that fhe never wlthdraws
“her eye from any of them long; 4nid fhe
already knows fo much refpedting’ eich,
‘that’ fhe cannot réft "unitil The ‘Has Hardéd
every thing. Nor is this all. © Aong ‘the
T Lo females
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feinales who -are aling their parts on fo

- nagrow, a ftage, clathings, and competitions,
-aad- diffepfions, will have been frequent;

-and grudges of antient date are revived to
fupply food for prefent; malevolence. and
fcandal'v e T ‘ ,-5
i,

A. pxopenﬁty to pufh fa.{hmns in drefs m
* abfurd extremes i, alflo. very frequent in
_country towns. Ladies who have been
converfant with the polite world know
that, however generally a partlcu]ar mode
_may be prevalent, much latitude is {hll left
o mclma,txon and tafte; and that a mode-
fate dcgrec of conformxty is always fuﬂicxent
to ward off the charge of ﬁngulanty, But
thcy Who have feen lefs, or have been lefs
ol?fervant are in common fo httle aware
gther of thls truth, or of the precxfe lu;nts
. within; Whlch the ex;ﬁmg mode i is. circum-
f;and, that in their zeal to outyje gach

'1'

) other, ,and their dread of falling fhort of
. the pattemn exhibited in high life, they.puth
 their attempts:at imitation to a prepofterous
L Z 3 ) excefs,
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excefs.” And ‘while ‘they ‘are exulting in

the thought that their head-drefs ‘is con- "

ftru&ed and their gown cut out and’trim-
nved precifely according- to the lateft: model
exhibited at court ; they would find, if ithey

could -tranfplant themfelves inte a public.

room in the metropolis, their appearance
an extravagant caricdture of the decorations

of which they had conceived it .to.be an-

accurate refemblance.

. Some of the duties and temptations:

feverally pertaining :to different: married
women in confequence of profeflional dif+
- ferences in the fituations of their huﬂ)ands
remain-to be confidered.

. N

- It may be proper to dire& our attention,

i the firft place, to-the wives of clergymen.:

St. Paul, fpeaking of the minifters of the

Gofpel from the'bifhop to the ‘deacoty, add:
verts particularly to-the condu&@ of itheir"

wives ; and exprefsly requires, that they
be « grave, not ﬂanderous, fober, , faith-
ey B A 3 fu}
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# ful in all things(=).”. Net. that .any, .
one -of .the virtues, which ought to orna- .
ment-the wife of the clergyman, is not alfo
required of every woman. But the Apoftle .
well: knew that the want of any of. them
would-prove, in the way of example; far
more  prejudicial in.the wife of a clergy-
man; than- in another perfon. Hence the
repeated injun@ions which he delivers.: to-
the teachers of Chriftianity, that they fhould
“ rule well their own families (¢).” Hence
too the- promife given by every clergyman
of the eftablithed Church of England at his
admiffion - into- holy orders, that he will
“ frame and fathion his family, as well as
 himfelf, according .ta the dolrine of
¢ Chrift ; that both may be wholefome ex-
¢ amples and. patterns to his flock ().  If
a clergyman, he whofe .office it is to guide
others- from the follies and corruptions of
the world into the way of falvation, to
$ let;his.light {o thine before men, that (hey

vy s

=) 1 ‘l'nm fit, 11, (a)l']"u) i 4,; Jz -’
“ (b Bee'the office of ordiriation. RN IR
e Z 4 ¢ may
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¥ may. et his-good: works and: glorify|!’.by
infitating  them, ¢ his . Father. whois ia
¢ heavern (), forgers that. branch:. of - his
facred funtion ; .and indulges, T will not
fay in grofs vices, but in thofe lighter ine
ftances of mifconduét; “which are 'yet:fufs
ficient: to evince that: religion. holds not an
undifputed predominance in his heart ; ‘the
dulleft underftanding is quick-fighted enough
16 difcern his faults;: and to avail /itfelf: of
the pretences: which they may -be :repre-
fented: as affording for. ctiminal indulgenaes
in others. - This obfervation may be.ex-
tended in a certain degree to the:iexaniple
difplayed by his family, more ‘efpécially:to
that exhibited by his wife. - If fheywha is
the conftant companion of a minifter of ré-
Hgion, fhe who, in ;addition :to ‘the tho~
tives ‘which prefs on:all “ women profeffing
s godlinefs (),” all:women. who' jrofefs ta
btlieye and. practife .Chriftianity,i isiurged
byipEs:uliar'/obligatiunstmthe attainment: of

BEOR S S U SALEIRE

. (c) Matthew,v 6 ' (4)1T|m it. 10, ,,“
- ST [ ¢ ] Hl ¥
SACETGT L D el Ghﬂﬁm
e ey

— —
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€hriftinn éxcellence, pravesherfel:2Quated
by aiworldly temperisiafpiring;vaisy, giddy;
calumnicus avaricious; orunforgivisges dhe
tvanfgreflts the laws of her Saviour;atd difs
regards'the fpirit of the Gofpel, with firong
circumdftancesi of aggrawation ;: and-:-cog-
sributes ot a.little: to leffen the genenald efr
fe& of sher hufband’s inftructions from'the
pulpit. - Such is the confequence of hesidé-
feQs, ‘whatever be the ftation whichi;the
perfon o whom fhs is united may .eccupy
inthe.church. In proportion to the-emit
nence’ gf that ftation;i the miifchief of heir
bad.example is iner¢afed. . On the»other
hand,. if religion has .its. genuine:efledion
her.mapners and difpofitions ; if itiFendets
herihumble and mild, henevolent andcandid,
fedate,‘modeft, and devout; if it.withdraws
- -her inclipations from fathionable- foibles:and
fathiomable expenfes ;-if it leads her toadth
wity. ini fearching out .and ajleviating.the
wantsof., the .neighbeuring. ipoor';: and-in
promotmg, according to her fituation and
ability, ‘Tchools and other inftitutions for the
:advair‘ement of religion, and the encourage-
ment



136 ON THE.DUTIES OF

ment of induftry among' the children. in
the diocefe or the parith committed: to her
hufband; fhe is a ¢ fellow-labourer” with.
him ““inthe Gofpel.” She prepares the
hearts of all who liften to his inftru&tions
and exhortations to receive them: without
prejudice ; and attralts others to thie fpirit-
of Chriftianity by the amiable Iuﬁre whlch
it dlﬁ'ufes round herfelf S

Hxﬂory affirms, that in the days of %een '
Elizabeth, the wives of -the prelates mani«
fefted no fmall diffatisfattion at not being
permitted to fhare with their hufbands the
honors and privileges of nobility 5 and that
they applied with earneft but ineffe@ual fo--
licitude to procure the removal of the fan-,
cied degradation. It is to the credit of the
wives of modern bithops that fo few .indi~.
cations. of a fimilar: fpirit have. appeared
among them, as rarely, if ever, to. have.
been held up to public notice, even by thofe.
who have been the moft acute in difcovers:
ing, and the moft: a@ive in divulging, the:
faults of perfons clofely conne&ed with epif-

copacy.
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copacy: - In every other refpeé let them
be fhining models .of unaffeted : humility-
‘and 'moderation.. Never let them :be .in<
duced by ties of confanguinity, - or by any:
other motive, to ftrive to exert an im-

proper influence on the judgement of their

hufbands: as to_the diftribution of  ecclefi~
aftical preferment. . It is no more than
equity to acknowledge that in feveral in-
ftances the wife of a bifhop is expofed to
peculiar temptations of confiderable firength.
The.prelate has, perhaps, little private for-
tune : he has been elevated from an humble-
condition : though pomp and luxury be
thunned as fcrupulouily as they ought to’
be, the unavoidable expences of his ftation,
augmented by the occafional refidence re-
quired from him in the capital, make deep
inroads into his revenue. Under thefe cir-
cumftances his wife ought to be, in com-
mon with himfelf, uniformly mindful, not
only that the elevation of his family ter-
minates with his life, butthat every-attempt-
to: provide for the continuance of a portion

‘ : 3 .o of



348 ON .THE DUTIES G

of that elevation by fhutting the hand.of cha-
Zity,and greedily hoarding almoft evérything
that can be faved from the anmual profits of
the fee; in order that the favings may'rolt up
into a’large fortune.for his children; is ut-
terly unjuftificable in .the fight of God.
Was. he raifed by merit? Let her not re-
pine, that her fons, whofe merit, be it what-
ever it may, has not hitherto ftood the teft
of time and experience, are to be reduced
to-the level whence he rofe. If they fhould
not have their father’s fuccefs, they may yet
equal his defert. Was he raifed withoat
adequate merit? Let her not regret that her
childrén no longer poffefs, what in firiéine(s
- even: their father ought never to have en-
joyed: Let her not fecretly murmiur at the
profpe& of defcending, if the fhould furvive
him;, to the ftation in which he would have
left -her, had he died before his advance-
ment to the mitre. - Let her: be: thankfed
to Providence for the additional good jwhich
fhe is now enabled by the rank and fituat
tion of her hufband to effe& both in his
S diocefe
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diocefe and elfewhere; and without anglety
leave:that Being who at: prefent ‘entrufts
‘her with the power, to determine whether
it {hall or:{hall not remain with herto the
end of her days, The laws and Gfages,
which :withhold from the wife of a prelate
the - diftinftions of peerage, will appeun,
when confidered with a reference to:the
cafe of her widovirhood; not lefs benevoleat
than wife. The fhock of misfortune; as
relating to outward circumftances, is exs
tremely diminithed. She can .now retire
without difficulty to ‘todeft privacy,’ un-
burdened with the real or:imaginary fources
of expence.. with which rank and:titles
would have opprefled her. .She retires en-
circled with the refpe@ which her-ewa
virtues nd thofe of her huiband have acr
cnmuylated -around her; and enriched wvith
an. acceflion of friendscwhofe attachment,
iwere it to’ be put to the trial in an ‘hour
of difttefs;. would not be found: to forfuke
Jer b A0 [AR R ST IORS

KRS B

A Some
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- Some’ of 'the ‘temptatiéns to which tha
wife .of a bithop is obnoxibus, in -confe-
quence of the temporary nature of the in-
vome-which {he partakes, attach, in a certain
ameafure, on women:united to perfons who
pofiefs inferior dignities in the church, and
evenon the wives of private clergymen.
There is, in each' cafe, a continually ope-
rating inducement to be too fparing in
charity for the fake of providing for pofte-
rity. - It is an inducement to which num-
bers are daily proving themfelves fupe-
mior : -but as it acts with particular force
on all defcriptions of perfons whofe income
défcends not to thofe whom they leave be-
hind, it well deferves to be pointed out’in
the way of caution. Attention'to lay up
provifion for the future exigencies’of a fa-
mily is innocent, is laudable, when reftrited
within. proper bounds, in an ecclefiaftic as
‘well as in othérs.” It is only blimable whén
it proceeds to excefs; ‘when-it interferes
with the reafonable demands of benevo-

lence,




MATRIMONIAL LIFE. 351

Jence.~—Erom that-excefs let, the wife-gnard
her. hufband and hetfelf, .

Jta

ool e B I g

‘The wife of :an officer in the: naval or
in the military fervice is, in feveral refpeéis,
expofed to moral trials of .confiderable mag-
nitude... .In time of war-the is left to en-
dure the anxieties of a long feparation from
her..hufband, while he is toiling on the
ocean, or contending in. a diftant quarter of
the globe with the bullets of the enemy
.and the maladies of the climate. .The flate
«of tremulous fufpenfe, when the mind is ig-
norant of the fate of the obje& which it
holds .moft dear, and knows not but that
the next poft may confirm the moft dread-
ful of its apprehenfions, can he calmed only
by :thofe. confolations. which look ‘beyond
ithe. prefent. world.... Let not defpondency
.withhold the confidence due to the protedt-
ing Power .of Him, * without whom, nat
4 even a fparrow falleth to the ground (¢).”

(e) Matth. x 29.
Let
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Let not folicitude queftion the wifdom whickh
wniformly marks the detesminations .of that
Being, one of whofe chara@eriftics it is to
be ¢ wonderful in counfel (f):” nor af
fliGtion : forget that he has promifed that
¢ all things thall work together for.good to
% them that love Him(g).” When the
hufband is fighting the. battles of his coun.
try, the whole management -of :the domeftic
eeconomy of his family .devolves upon his
wife. Let her faithfully execute the truft,
and fhun even a diftant approach towards
-extravagance. In her whole demeanour,
let' her guard aguinft every fymptom of
devity, every trace of inadvertence, which
might give rife to the mifconceptioes. of igs
norance, or awaken the cenforious tongug
of malice. Let it be her conftant .obje&:
that, if it fhall pleafe the divine Providence
to reftore her hufband, fhe may prefent
berfelf before him at leaft as worthy of -his
efteem and love as fhe was whea he lefé

) It‘aia_h, xxviii- 29 (g) Romans, viii. 28.
her,
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her.r ‘The wife of the military. officor. has
fometimes 10 encounter ‘new -and 'peculias
temptations, .attim¥s when the is not fepus
rated from ‘her hwiband.: Various circoms
fances frequently eoncur te lead her through
the viciflitides -of & Wandering life, in a¢c
compartying hir fu¢ceflivaly from'one touns
try-town where he is quartered to-anether
and occafionally fix hér during the time of
war In' the vicinity of the camp where hid
tegimerit 15 pofled. Difufe to ‘a fettled
hote; and! the want of thofe démheftic ves
ciipations and. pleafures whick: 16 place 'of
‘Tefidence Hut a-fettled home can fupply,
tend to.corente 4 ‘fondnefs for: teoving, ad
eagernefs for-amufemdnt; an inveterate pro4
_ penfity to card-playing, and an averfion td
“every kind of” reading, except the perufal
of : the ‘milchievous: trath 'which the circus
lating library pours forth for the entertain-
mentof a mind ¥naccuftoimed to refle@ion,
k- anfortunately hdppens too, that, im. this
fituation, ker fociety is not fufficiently com-
pofed of perfons of her own fex. Feminine

ot AA referve,
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referve, delicacy of manners, and even de»
liacy of fentiment, are in extreme danger
of being worn away by living in; habits of
familiar intercourfe with acrowd of officerss
among whom it is to.be expected, that, there
will be fome who are abfglutely improper,
and. more. who are .very. undefirable affo-
ciates. Duty and, affe@ion may in certain
cafes render it neceffary, that a ;married
lady fhould ftand the brunt of thefe tempta-
tions. But the confequent glagggt- thould
excite her to-unwearied and uxjii{e,rfal cir-
cumfpeé'tion ; and warn her to, ”éultivate
with unremitting vigilance thofg hablts of
privacy, and of ufeful and methodu:al em-
ployment, without which female dlﬂidence,
purity of heart, and a capacity : for the en-
joyment and the communication of dpmeﬁ;lc

happinefs, will fcarcely be found to;furvivc,

The wife of a manufacturer, or - of a a per.
fon engaged in any branch of - trade pro-
dultive of confiderable gain, is likewige
fubjeGted by her own fituation and that of

| T e

N
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trer -hufband to 'moril duties and trhils,

which require to be briefly noticed. - If her

hufband has raifed himifelf by fuccefs in his

bufinefs to a ftate of affluence and: credit

much fuperior to that which he originally

poffefled; and in particular if he has thus

rdifed Himfelf from very low beginnings;

his wifé is not unfrequently puffed up with

the pride which he ‘is fometimes found to

contra& during the period of his elevation;

looks down with the contemptuous info-

lence of profperity on her former acquaint-

-ances and friends ; frowns into filenée the
<hopes and the requefts of poor relations ; ;
and would gladly confign to oblivion ¢ every

citcumftance, which calls to mind the con-

dition from which fhe has been exalted:

She becomes ambitious to difplay her newly

acquired wealth in the parade of drefs, in

- coﬁly furmture, in luxurious entertainments.
Ever apprehenﬁve of being treated by her
late’ equals or fupenors with a lefs degree
of refpe& than fhe now conceives to be her
due, Thé perpetually finds, or fuppofes that
AA2 the
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the finds, what fhe is taking fuch pains td
difcover.:- If from the operation of abfurd
and arrogant prejudices which, though far
lefs prevalent in modern times than here-
tofdre, are not yet wholly estinguifhed, fhe
is occafionally treated by ladies of fuperior
rank and fortune with ‘the fupercilious airs
referved to be exhibited towards thofe who
thave recently emerged into opulence ; in-
ftead of 'proving by her condué ‘the juftice
of the:Scriptural admonition that * before
“ honour is humility (5),”" fheé fails not to
convince them that her pride is egual to
theif own: Though the may control the
‘effervefcence of her wrath, and bréak not
forth into " turbulence arnd outrage; the
broods in fecret over the affront, and grati-
fies her malevolence with every thing which
truth or falfehood can fuggeft to the detri-
ment and difparagement of the offeriding
party. ~ The difgracefulnefs and the guilt
vof thefe unchnﬁxan tempers appear in t}!e

(b) Provcrbs, xy. 33
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deepeft colours of deformity, when «<con-.
trafted with the behaviour of thofe women
whe are feen 10 retain, after the largeft ac-
ceffions of riches and confequence, the un-
afluming manners, ‘the meeknefs of difpo-
fition, the fame principles, the fame attach-
ments, by which they were originally

diftinguifhed. |

. When a large manufaltory colle&s to-
gether, as is the cafe in cotton mills, and
fome other inftances, a number of women
and children within its walls; or draws a
.concourfe of poor families into its imme-
" diate vicinity, by the employment which it
affords to the different parts of them; let
the wife of the owner continually bear in
~mind that to their toil her opulence is ow-
ing. Let her remember that the obligations
between the labourer and his employer are
reciprocal.  With cordial a&ivity let her
unite with her hufband, in all ways com-
‘patible with the offices of her fex, to pro- °
mote the comfort and welfare of his de-
pendents by liberal charity adapted to their
AA 3 refpective
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refpeltive wants, and by all othér means
. which perfonal infpe@ion and inquiry may
indicate as conducive to the prefervation of

their health, and the improvement of their

moral and religious charaer. The af

femblage of multitudes is highly unfavour-

able to virtue. The conftant occupations

of children in a manufaGory, may eafily

be puthed to an extreme, that will leave

‘neither time nor inclination for the dcqui-
fition of thofe principles of rectitude, which,

if not imprefled during childhood, are rarely

gained afterwards. If fuch occupations are

carried on in the contaminated atmofphere.

of crowded rooms, they fap -the conflitu-

tion in the years deftined according to the

courfe of nature for its complete eftablith-,

ment. Thefe are evils which evdy-. perfon

who has” an intereft in a manufaory is
‘bound by the f’crongeﬁ ties of duty ta pre-
vent. L

A ﬁmxlar obhgatlon refts on the wives of

K tradefmen in general in propomon to the
abxhty and the opportumtxes which they

poflefs
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-poflefs of benefiting, in any of the methods
which bave been pointed out, the. familics
of the workmen employed by their huf-
> bands, If a woman has herfelf the fuper-
intendence and management of the fhop,
let induftry, pun&uality, accuracy in keep-
ing accounts, the fcrupuloufnefs of honefty
fhewing itfelf in a fteady abhorrence of
every manceuvre to impofe on the cuftomer,
.and all. other virtues of a commercial cha-
ra&er which are reducible to pra&ice in her
fituation, diftinguith her condu& (i). If

~ her

“(3) Tt is faid, by thofe who have fufficient opportunities
of afcertaining the fact, to be no unfrequent praQice among
the wiyes of feveral defcriptions of fhopkeepers in London,
knowmgly to demand from perfons who call to purchafe
wrticles for ready money, a price, when the hufband is not
prefent, greater than that which he would have afked.
This overplus, if the article be bought, the wife conceals,
and appropriates to her own ufe. If the cuftomer demurs
at the demand, and the hufband chances to enter; the
wife profeffes to have been miftaken, and apologifes for
the error. Thus dete@ion is avoided. It is fcarcely ne-
ceflary to fay, that the whole of the proceeding is grof
difhonefty and falfchood on the part of the wife. If the
hulband has led her into temptation, by withholding from
. . AA 4 : : her
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Jrer occupdtion be fuch as to occafion young
~women to be placed under her roof as affift-
ants in her bufinefs, or for the purpofe of
acquiring the knowledge of it; let her be-
have to them with the kindnefs of a friend,
and watch over their principles - and maral
behakur w:th the folicitude of a m.other.

fxer an equntable fupply of moncy for her proper expcnces,
h€ako deferves great blame. Does fhe then artempt to
jullify berfelf on this plea? As reafonably tmght fhe allegc
it in defence of forgery..

$ X ’
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(ON PARENTAL- DUTIES, -

Op all the duties incumbent on mankind,
‘there are none which recommend them-
felves more powerfully to natural reafon
than thofe of the parent, The high efti-
mation in which the fcriptures hold them
is evident, from a variety of precepts, re-
fletions, allufions, comparifons; and inci-
dents, in the Old and New Teftaments. The
obligations which reft on the father and .
the mother, in many points the fame, are,
in fome few refpes, different. Thus, for
example, the tafk of making a reafonable
provifion for the future wants of children
belongs, in common cafes, to the father.
“.If any,” faith St. Paul, “ provide not for
“ his own, and efpecially for thofe of his
% own houfe, he hath denied the faith, and

’ (13 i,
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¢ is worle than an infidel(£);” he-difobeys.
ong-of .the cleareft injun@ions of Chrifti~

anity, and omits to difcharge.an office,
which Pagans in general would have been
afhpmed of negleGting. 'That thefe words
of the Apoftle include parents, is a truth

- which will not be queftioned. They are .

now quoted not for the {fake of inculeating
_ the particular obligation to ‘which they re-
late, but for the fake of an inference which
they furnith. They enable us to conclude;.
with certainty, what would have been the:
language of St. Paul, had he been’ led' ex-
prefsly to deliver his fentiments con’cething
mothers regardlefs of maternal duties. °

~In the former part of this work, when

the educition of young women and their.

introdudtion into general fociety were the
fubjects under difcuffion, feveral of the moft
important topics of parental duty were il-
luftrated:and enforced. It remains now-to
fubjom fome detached remarks, which, couldv

) ‘ (k) 't Tim.' v. 8
v oo nOt

e
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not hitherto be commodioufly ftated. Like
the preceding, they relate to points which
will prefs on the attention of a mother,
whether fharing with a hufband the duties of
a parent, or called by his death to the more
arduous office of fulfilling them alone, \

. The firft of the parental duties which na~
ture points out to the mother is to be her-
felf .the .nurfe of her own offspring. In’
fome inftances, however, the parent is not
endued with the powers of conftitution re-
quifite for the difcharge of it. In others,
the. difcharge of it would be attended with
a rifkk to her own health greater than fhe
ought to encounter when it can be avoided.
In every fuch cafe the general obligation
_ceafes. - The difappointment, which will be
felt by maternal tendernefs, ought to ‘be
borne without repining; and without in-
dulging apprehenfions refpe&ing the welfare
of the infant, which experience has proved
to be needlefs. But fpontaneoufly to tranf-
fer to a ftranger, as modern example dic-
‘ 2 tates,
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tates, the office of nurturing your child,
when ‘your Health and firength are adequate
to the undertaking; to transfer it that your
indolence may not be difturbed, or that
vour palffion for amufement may not be
crippled in its exertions; is to evince a moft
thameful degree of felfifhnefs and unnatural
infenfibility,. When affeftion fails even in
this firft trial, great reafon have we to fore-
bede the abfence of that difpofition to {ub-
mit ‘to perfonal' facrifices, which ‘will be
found indifpenfably neceflary to the per-
formance of the fubfequent duties ‘of ‘a
parent. e

. Whether a ‘mother is or is not able to
rear her offspring at her own breaft, con-
fcience and natural feelings unite in dire@-
img her to exercife that general fuperin-
tendance over the condu@ ‘of -alt .the
inhabitants of the nurfery, whieh is requi-
fite o preferve her infant from Huffering
By -negle@, by the prejudices of igherarice,
ar by the immoderate efficioufnefs of caré;
@ « s ‘Whep
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.."When the_ dawning -intelle@ begins. to
unfold itfelf, the offige of parental infthic~
tion' commences. The difpofisions of a
child are fufceptible of very garly culture:
and much trouble and much unhappinéfs
may be preveénted by nipping in the bud
the firft thoots of caprice, obftinacy, and
paffion. - The mind foen learns by habit
to expe& difcipline; and ere long begins to
difcipline ‘itfelf. By degrees the' young
pupil acquires the capacity of underftand-
ing:the general reafons of the parent’s.com«
mands, . denials, commendations, and re-
proofs: and they thould bé communicated
in moft cafes in which they can be com-
‘prehended. Perfe& freedom from irritability
and capricioufnefs, patience not weary of
attending to minute objets and minute op~
portunities, and fteadinefs never to be won
by mere entreaty, or teafed by importunity,
from its original right determination, are
among the gualifications at all periods, and
efpecially at the period of which. we. now
fpcak, eflential to the parent, . S
o As
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- As childhood ‘advanices, the opening fa-
culties are employed tinder ‘maternal direc-
tior~on the rudiments of knowledge. The
parent in thefe days pofleffes, in the variety-

of elementary tra&s of modern' date; advan~

tages of which, when' fhe ‘herfelf was a
child, her preceptrefs was deftitute. The

firlt principles of religion are ircidcated in

a'mode adapted to intereft attention; and
information on many other' fubjeds ‘is

couched under the form -of -dialogue’ and

narrative fuited to the comprehenfion’ and
amufing to the imagination of the pupil.
A proper feletion from the multitude 6f
little publications, differing matenally as to
intrinfic worth, requires no large portxon of

time and trouble. Where cautxon is eafy,r

negligence is in the fame proportlon repre-'
henﬁble

The time now arrives, when the 're'g'ﬁlaf\'

bufinefs of education, in all its branches, is
to begin ; and the great queftion, whether
it fhall be condu&ed at home or abroad, is

’ to

e e om————— e — o .
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to be decided. The grounds on which.that
paint. is.to be determined have been fuf-
ficiently difcuffed hlready ; and the degrees
of attention refpectively due to each of the
various obje@s, to which youthful applica~
tion is to -be directed, have been explained.
It.is true.that the chapter (/) to which I
allude pertains exclufively to the education:
of girls, . .But the general principles there
illuftrated may be transferred, without dif-
ficulty, to the cafe of boys; and will guide
the mpther in the part which fhe bears. in
fettling the plan of their education. To
fix that plan is an office which belongs
Jomtly to both parents. But the fuperior
acquaintance which the hufband poflefles
with the habits and purfuits of a&ive life,
and his fuperior infight into thofe attain-
ments which.will be neceflary or defirable
for his fons in the ftations which they are
to fill, and the profeffions which they are
to. pra&xce, wdl entitle his judgement to

- (1) Chap. iv.
" | the
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the fame preponderance in determifiing the -
fehome -of thelr education, as, for fimilar -

reafonk, he will commonly do well to gives

to the opinion of his -wife with refpe& to
the mcxde of brmgmg up his dzughters .

ol T A :
I’f domeﬁxc circumflances be' ﬁ.lch that
the girls are to be fent to‘a boarding-fehod;
let ‘not. the mother~be influenced in" hes™
choice by the example: of highilife''and
fathion ;.nor by 'the pradtice of her neighu
bours and acquaintance; nor by a'groundw -
lefs.partiality for ‘the fpot whete the. tvas:

hegfelf placed for inftru@ion. - Let hér re- -

member what are the obje@s of ptime iniv
portanee in: education, and give 'therpres’
fevence'to the feminary where they afe moft
likely:to’ be thoroughly attained.'! Let niot
the. difficulty of afcertaining the*feminary ’
wearthy:of that defeription incling her' to'':

-

acquiefce in one which fhe ought ‘nof to'"

approwe. - Her child’s happinefs  fn ‘thi¥ !
world ‘and in futurity is to be deéied-4t "’
ftake.  The fecondary obje&s of ¢ducation

. o 8 & mayfi
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may in a competent degree be chtained in
dlmoft -every place. And what is-the-im-
portance of thefe when compared with thas
of the others? Be it remembered, that among
the parents, who; in the hour of reflection,
neither eftimate accomplifhments above their
true value, nor forget the peculiar tempta~
tions attached to eminénce in fuch acquire~
ments, there are fome whom the contagion.
- of fathion, and an emulous defire of feeing
their children diﬁ/inguiihed, lead to a de<
gree of earneftnefs and anxiety, refpeing
the proficiency of their: danghters, ‘which
could be juftified only, if fkill in dancing,
mufic, and French, ought to be the prime. .
obje@s of human folicitude. Let the oppor~
tunities which vacations furnith bewatchfully,
employed in fupplying what is defeCtive, in:
correcting what is erroneous, in ftrengthen- -
ing. what is valuable, in the inftruion con~
veyed, and the fentiments inculcated at the -
{chool. And let the inftru&torsbe encouraged-
to general exertion, and to the greateft ex---
ertion in points of the higheft concern, by
'pegceiving that the progrefs of the pupil in*
BB the
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thewvarious branches of improvement is ob-
dexved: with a fleady and a difcriminating
eye.: - ' :

... Xf a daughter is educated at home, and re-
courfe is had to the affiftance of a governefs,
much care is requifite in the choice. To meet
with a perfon tolerably qualified, asto mental

.accomplithments,. is fometimes not an eafy

tatk. But to find the needful accomplithments
united with dudtility, a placid temper, and
~ aftive principles of religion, is a talk of no

{mall. labour; and a tafk deferving of the
labour which it requires. Let the afliftaat
be ever treated with friendly kindnefs. But
let her be kept attentive to the duties of hér
office by the fuperintending vigilance of the
parent. -And let the parent, now that fhe
is relieved from much of the bufinefs of the
{chool-room, be the more afliduous in théfe
‘maternal occupations, in which -the go-
verpefs will ‘probably afford her lefs fub-
ftantial aid, the regulation of the daughter’s
difpofitions, and the improvement of: her

‘J-‘ - e e
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In the government of childreh, the prih-
ciple of fear -as well as that of love is to be
employed. There are parents, efpecially
mothers, who, from an amiable but extreme
apprehenfion of damping filial attachment
by the appearance of feverity, are defirous
of excluding the operation of the formet.
'To work oa the youthful mind primarily
by means of the latter, and to employ the
intervéntion of fear only in a- fubotdinite
degree, is unqueftionably the way ¢ con-
ciliate fondnefs' while' duthority is:uphetd.
‘But among imperfe@ beings, conftituted: as
'we are, the maintenance of authority feems
‘ever to:require the aid; in a: greater or 4
lefs' degree, of the principle of: fear. * The
' Bupreme Father of the Univerfe. fees fit'to
: employ # in the moral government of man~
-kind. - Oni:what grounds are we to hope
_that dove thould prowe fufficient to fecuré to
-the parent:the obediencei ofithe child, whén
-in1s notof itfelf able to enfure the obedience
. of the parent to his Maker? In' propottion
ras the fpirit of religion gains a ftrongeér pre-
dominance in the human breaft, conformity
v B2 o
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to the :laws..of God fprings lefs. from the
impulfe: of . fear, and more and moze from
the warmth of grateful love. . But the im~
perfeGtions of mortality: muft be put off,
before we can arrive at-that ftate, in which
“perfect. love (m) cafteth out fear.” In
like manner as reafon unfolds itfelf, and
ehriftian views open to the mind, the child
will ftand lefs and. lefs in need of pofitive
contral, and. will be more powerfully ac-
tuated every year by an affeGtionate earneft-
nefs to gratify the parent’s defire. . But as
long as the rights of parental authority fub-
fift; the impreflionof awe, originally ftamped
on. the bofom of the offspring, is nat to be’
confidered as ufelefs.” Childten are diftin,
guifbed from each other by ftriking differ-
g¢nces in the bent of their inclinations, and
the firength of their paffions, :Fear, there-
fore, is: an inftrument more frequently
needful in the management of.fome thaft
ip that of ethers. But it ought riever tobe
employed by itfelf. . Whenever reproof, re-
' o i

AEERVASPYS SR RSP R

.("j‘)v';]‘\’*,‘“’ivr 8.

t

VS B S
aint,

Jord




N

ON PARENTAL DUTIES. 373

ftraint, or any mode of punifhment is requi-
fite ; ftill let affetion be vifible. Let it be
thewn not only by calmnefs of manner and
benevolence of expreffion, proofs ‘which
may appear not very conclufive to the child
at the time when it is expériencing the
effets of parental difpleafure ; but alfo'by
ftudying to convince the underftanding of
the pupil, both that the cenfure and the
inflition ‘are deferved, and that they are
intended folely for the ultimate good of the

: oﬂ'ender.

_Let:not. maternal love degenerate ‘into
'partiality, .- Children are in no refpe& more
quickfighted than in difcovering preferences
in the behaviour of their parents. It is'not
partiality:in a mother to feel a temporary
preference in a cafe where merit demands
it.. Nor:is it in all cafes wrong to avow
the preference, for the purpofe of. exditing
the lefs: deferving ‘to. progreflive -induftry
and virtug; : - For that very.purpofe, and3lfo
to preclude mlfconceptlon, it ought to be
avowed whenever you' perceive the exxﬁ:- .

. BL 3 ence’
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- énce of it to be fufpected. But beware of
teaching your children to vie with each
- bther; for it is to teach them envy and
malevolence. Point out at fit opportuniti¢s
to thofe who have not done their duty the
proper condu& of thofe who have performed
it} but proceed no further. Urge no com-
parifon; provoke no competition. An emi-
nent moral writer (#), adverting to'two op-
pofite but unneceflary evils in the fyftem of
education, has pointedly obferved; ¢ I would
#¢ rather have the rod to be the general ter-
¢ ror to all to make them learn, than tell.a
“ child, if you do thus or thus, you will be
“ more efteemed than your brothers or
“ fifters. By exciting emulation and com-
« parifons of fuperiority, you lay-the found-
¢ ation of lafting mifchief. You - make
“ brothers and fifters hate each other.”. .

If I were required to fingle out fx&m:ﬁbe‘
fajlings, which invade the bofom: of child-
hood, that which . from the facility -with

(n) Dr. John(on—-Sec Bofwell’s Journal ‘of a Tour to

’thekHebndps, 2d Edit. p. 103." - Ll e
Sk ST whlch
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which it is acquired and nurtured, and: from
its infidious, extenfive, and durable ¢ffe&s
on the chara&er which it taints, calls for
the moft watchful attention from parental
folicitude ; that to which in my appres
henfion the diftin&ion would be due, is
art.  Other faults ufually difclofe themfelves
by indications vifible to common eyes,
This is frequently found capable of eluding
even the glance of penetration ; and of-con-
cealing not only itfelf, but almoft every
other defe@ of heart and condu&t'- with
which it is affociated. Other faults in moft
cafes appear what they are. This coti-
tinually afflumes the femblance of virtue,
Othet faults incommode, thwart, and fome-
times confribute to weaken and corre& each
-other. This confederates and co-operates
 with all. Inthe dawn of life it is often en-

couraged by the leflons inftilled by fervants,

‘who teach children to difguife from their
parents by indire& falfehood petty adts of
“mifcondu® and difobedience ; and ‘fome-
- times. by the indifcretion of parents them-
‘ felves, who applaud in a-forward childthofe
‘BB 4 in-
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inftanges, of cunning, which either pravean:
inherent tendency to- habits of deliberate
artifice, or will eafily pave the way for the
acquifition of them.. Opennefs in acknow-
" ledging improper behaviour of any kind, is
& difpofition to which a child ought from
infancy to be led by the principles both of
duty and of affe@tion.- To aceept {pon-
taneous confeflion as-a fatisfaction for every
fault would not be to cherith virtue, but td
fofter guilt by teaching it a ready way to
impunity. But an immediate and full avowal
ought ever to be admitted as a ftrong:cir-
cumftance of palliation ; and the refufal or
negle& of it to be noticed as the addition
of a fecond and a heavy fault to the former.
Parents are fometuncs extrcmely impru-.
dent both in the manner and'in the fub-
ﬁance of their converfation in the; .prefence
Of thelr chlldren. If they feel a;indden
1mpul{e to fpeak of fome tranfation which
thqy are. aware oughg not to be divulged ;
fé&ér,og gond‘u&of ’an individual, _W,hd,cj;at
o o the

it
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" the fame time they are unwilling -that' it
“fhould ‘teanfpire ; they often appear to for=
get the acutenefs and intelligence which
their children have attained. They ‘attéempt
to obfcure the purport of their difcourfe by
whifpers, ‘ambiguous phrafes, and broken
fentences, which ferve-to excite the young
lifteners to attention; teach them to annex
importance to what they have heard ; and
ftimulate them to communicate it in the
nurfery, -partly from an early vanity to
" fhew the.knowledge which they have col-
lected, and partly from the defire of having
their curiofity gratified with the remainder
of the ftory. Sometimes the fubje& -of
“the myfterious converfation held by the
parents refpe@s the child itfelf. Fondnefs
cannot refrain from eulogium ; while Judge-
ment fuggefts the confequences of its bemg
heard. It is therefore couched in terms,
and darkened by alluﬁons, which the child
is feldom ‘at a lofs to interpret. Praxfe,
'helgbtened by ineffectual attempts it dit
guife, excites more vamty and conceit than
even'the imprudence of open panegync
‘ During
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During the years when both the body
and the mind are to acquire the firmnefs
which will be effential to each in the ftrug-
gles and temptations of life, let not your
offspring be enfeebled and corrupted by
habits of effeminate indulgence. Let them
be accuftomed to plain food, fimple clothing,
. early and regular hours, abundant exercife
in the open air, and to as little regard of
the viciffitudes of feafons as is confiftent
with reafonable attention to health. Let
them be guarded againft indulging timidity;
and more efpecxally againft affeGted appre-
henfions, to which girls are frequently prone.
Lét humanity and mildnefs be among the
- principles imprefled moft early on their
hearts. Let not the impreffion be permitted
to grow faint. And in common with all juft
and amiable impreffions, let it be traced up
to the hand of religion. Teach them to ab-
hor the deteftable fports derived from the

fufferings of animals. They who are inured
" in their childhood to perfecute the’ bird or

torture the infe@, will have - hearts, in
‘maturer years, prepared for barbarxty to
K their
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their fellow creatures. Allow not your
rifing family to contra&t pernicious inti-
macies with fervants. But exa@ in their
behaviour to your domeftics a deportment
invariably gentle and unaffuming. Point
out the impending hour, when all dif-
tinctions of rank will be at an end; when
the important gqueftion to each individual
will not be, What ftation in life have you
'occupied? but, How have you difcharged
the duties of that which you were ap-
.pointed to fill ? :
R S
When your children approach to that
period at which they are to. be introduced
into general fociety; be it your care to
cherifh the ingenuous opennefs which your
. previous condu& has been calculated, or
ought to have been calculated, to infpire.
Antecedently to” the Reformation, when
young women were removed to their own
. homes from the monafteries, in thofe days
the feminaries of education, in which they
were inftruted in writing, drawing, con-
'fe&,iohary, needlework, and alfo in phyfic
o - and
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and furgery, then reégarded as female ‘ac-
complithments; théey were treated in a
manner calculated to preclude confidence
and friendthip between them and their
parents. “ Domeftic- manners,* " we are
told (o), © were fevere and formal. A
* haughty referve was affeted by 'the old;
“ and ‘an abje&t deference exacted  from
‘ the young.—Daughters, though women,
“ were placed like ftatues at the cupboard;
“ and not permitted to fit, or repofe thein-
¢ felves otherwife than by kneeling on a:
¢ cufhion, until their mother departed.
“ Omiffions were punithed by ftripes and
“ blows : and chaftifement was carried ‘to-
“ fuch excefs, that daughters trembled at’
«.the fight of their mother.” Even in timés’
not very diftant from thofe in which’ we
live, 4t'was the cuftom for girls, ‘when’ar:’
rived at fuch an age, as to be fully capable
of bearing a part in general converfation,’
to-be condemned to almo{’c perpetual ﬁlence’

1‘ 4§ F ,.vr;) P

(a) Hg@rysHiﬂory of Eng]and Vol..vi. p.,648,5643. !-
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in, the,prefence of their parents. To guard
children, . whatever be their age, againft ac-
quiring 2 habit .of pert or inconfiderate lo-:
quacity, .is a branch of parental duty.’ But
to encourage your daughters, and {o much
the more- as they approach nearer to the
- time of life when they muft a& for them~
felves, ito an unaffe@ted eafe in converfation
before. you, and a familiar interchangé’ of
fentiment with you, is among the leaft un:
certain methods of rendering your foclety
plealing and inftruQive. |

. Though, time and judgement have fo-
bered the excefs of warmth and of fenfibility
by which your feelings, when you began
firlt to he introduced into the world, were;
like thofe of other young people, charac-:
terifed ;. let it however be apparent to. your.
children, when at the period of life- now:
under confideration, that you have ngt for.
gotten what they were. To the welfare of ,
your daughters in parucular this is a point
of the ‘higheft concern.  Unlefs: it: be evi-

i dent
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dent that you underftand and frankly enter
into thé emotions, which new fcenes and
new temptations excite in their  minds ;

~ how will it be practicable for you to dorrect

the mifconceptions, difpel the delufions,
and unravel the artifices, by which the
fervour and inexperience of youth:ave en-
fnared? If you encounter errors occafioned

or encreafed by {fenfibility with: auftere

coldnefs, with vehement chidings, or with
unbending authority that difdains: to affign
reafons, and to make allowance for: circum-
ftances of mitigation; you deftroy. your
own influence, and produce not convi&ion.
Your difapprobation is..afcribed to preju-
dice, to temper, to deadnefs of feeling, You
ate obeyed; but it is with inward relue<
tance, and with an augmented pronenefs to
the ftep which you have forbidden... Con-
- fidence,. withdrawn: from yourfelf, is. tranf-
ferred to companions ef the fame age- with
_your child, and therefore liable tothe fame

miftakes-and the famme faults. Coincidence

_of ideas. rivets her opinion of their judge-
' ment ;

-

I P
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ment ; friendfhip ‘blinds her to theéir mif-
condu&@. She is thus in a great meafure
removed from your hands into the hands
of others, who are not likely to be qualified
for the office of guiding her, and may be
in various refpe@s fuch as are likely to
guide her amifs. Her love for you may
‘remain ftedfaft; but her refpe@ for your
determinations, her. folicitude to. have her
own - fentiments. confirmed and fan&ioned
by your -concurrence, ‘her diftruft of her
. own views of chara&ters and proceedings
when. contrary to your opinion, is univer-
fally. impaired. Study then during the
childhood of your daughter, ftudy even
with greater anxiety as her youth advances,
to train her in the habit of regarding you
not as a parent only, but as a friend. Fear
not, when fhe enters into the temptations
of the world, to point out, with unreftrained
fincerity, the dangers in which novelty,
and youthful paffions, and fathionable ex-
ample, involve her. If you point them not
out fully.and afliduoufly, you abandon the

duty
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duty of a parent. But to preferve the con-
hdence of a friend, point them out with.
affeGtionate benignity, mindful of the ha-
zards to which you were yourfelf expofed
under fimilar circumftances, at a fimilar
period of youth. It is thus that you may
hope effeCtually to guard your daughter
from : modifh folly .and diffipation, from
indifcreet intimacies and  dangerous connec-
tions. It is thus that you may engage her .
to-avail herfelf of the advantage of -your
experience ; and render to her,. by your.
counfel, the moft fignal benefits bothsin the . :
general intercourfe of fociety, and particu~ -
larly; when fhe meditates' on any profpeét -
which may be opened to hcr@ﬁ:fettling‘. i
connubial life. e mnanad B
RS B S P TR
There is a medxum whxch is- nowalwyo:; :
- eafy to be obferved, with refped ta daughs: :
ters being allowed to .accept invitations: t0.. .
pafs fome time in other families. Spch .in-:- .
tercourfe .on proper occafions i3 impraving, . /
as well as pleafant.  But if a young worien ....
is

——
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is accuftomed to be frequently abfent from -
home, roving from houfe to houfe, and av:-

cumulating vifit upon wvifit; fhe is in- no
fmall danger.of acquiring an unfettled and

diffipated {pirit; of becoming diffatisfied

with the calm occupations and enjoyments

of: the family firefide ;-and even of lofing

fome portion of the warm affeion' which

the felt for 'her parents.and near relations;
while fhe was in the habit of placing her
chief delight in their fociety: If the parent

would guard her daughters from all pros
penfity -to- this extreme, let her id the

fobriety - of . difpofition ‘and fedatenefs of
charactery . already -inftilled - into :them;’ by

o

the .charms of never-failing and affe@ionate

good humour on her own part, which are
effential to the comfort of domeftic life, and
particulirly attractive in the eye of ‘youth.

Thete are fathionable mothers who, at the

fame time that they- introduce their daugh-
ters-into ‘a’ general and free acquaintance
with others::of their age, fex, and fationy

carefuliy Anftil into them the prudential --

cc : maxim,
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maxim,. to contra& friendfhip with none.

The {cheme either fails to fucceed, or breeds
up a charalter of determined felfifhnefs.
Let the parent encourage her daughters in
friendly attachment to young women, in
whom amiable manners and virtuous prin-
ciples are exemplified. With the fociety
of fuch friends let her willingly gratify
‘them ; fometimes abroad ; more frequently
under her own roof. But let her not con-
fent to their refidence in families where
they will be converfant with enfnaring
company of either fex; where boldnefs
of demeanour will be communicated by
example, an extravagant fondnefs for amufe-
ments infpired, habits of ferious _reﬂe&ion
difcouraged, and the rational employment

of time difregarded. Let her not be flat- |

tered by the folicitations, imprudent, how-
ever well intended, of ladies of fuperior
fagk, defirous to ixirt‘roduce ‘her daughters
“into circles in which they are not deftined
to move. If ambition be once kindled by
introdu@ion into a higher fphere, is it likely
I L "~ that

c e
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that it’ will defcend contentedly from: “its

‘elevation? Is it likely that the thodeft

retirement of private life will remain' as
engaging as before 2 ‘ ' |

It isa common remark, that fifters gene~
rally love their brothers more warmly than
each other. If the fa& be admitted, it muft
be acknowledged to have been rightly af-

“cribed to competition, When brothers enter

into alive life, they are immediately diftria
buted into different profeflions and fitue

“ations. One is a clergyman, another purfues

phyfic, a third ftudies law, a fourth becomes
a merchant. - One refides in a country vil-

“lage, another in a provincial town, another
“in the capital, another in a fea-port. They
" may forward each other; but they cannot

clath, . They move on in parallel lines ;
fome with greater, fome with lefs celetity,

" but never crofs each other’s courfe. Whereas
" fifters, both while they continue in the
" paternal manfion, and afterwards when fet-
tled in marriage, are frequently drawn into

ccz2 - compe-
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competitions by the thewy trilles and follies
on which,the female mind.is apt.to:dote.
And, whenever they begin to enter into
competitions, mutual affeCtion inftanty
cools. A mother, in confirming her chil-
dren in reciprocal love, ought uniformly to
bear, this diftin@ion in her mind. - .

,There is fcarcely any circumftance by
which the fober judgement and the fixed
principles of parents are fo frequently per-
verted, as by a fcheming eagernefs refpe@-
ing the fettlement of their daughters ia
marriage. A mother, who has perfonally
experienced how {flight the connefion is
between connubial happinefsand theworldly
. advantages of wealth and grandeur, is yet
feen training her children in the very-paths
which fhe has found rugged and-ftrewed
with thorns. The opinions, the paflions;
which, having fmothered, fhe imagined that
fhe had extinguifhed, thew themfelves to
be alive.. She takes pains to decéive het-
{elf, to devile apologies to her .own con-

: | {cience
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fcience for-indulging in the cafe of her
children the fpirit of vanity and the anxiety

for pre-eminence, which on every other
- occafion the has long and. loudly con-

demned. She magnifies in fancy the power
of -doing good, the command of worldly
enjoyments; -all the advantages, comforts,
any gratifications, . which rank-and opulence
confer 3¢ diminithes in’the fame proportion
the ‘temptations and the: dratvbacks “with
which'théy.are;accompanied'; -and. difcovers
reafons which would render tHem peculiarly
trifling in: the prefent inftance.~ Has the
herfelf been' unhappy, notwithftanding: the
poffeflion: of riches and honours?She afcribes
her misfortune to accidental caufes, from the
effeét of moft; if not all, of which the con-
ceives that her daughter may eafily be fe-
cured. | Her hufband’s temper unexpe&tedly
proved indifferent: fhe herfelf had unfore-
feen bad health, and partly through' want
of care : the neighbourhood unluckily was
mare unfriendly and difrefpe&ful than'could
have been apprehended : ‘opportunities ‘of
oie . €c3 doing
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doing good happeried fo be incommonly
rare, :;u;d generally occurred at times when
it chanced not to be thoroughly convenient
to embrace them; and various other fingu-
far and unaccountable circumftances; the
exiftence of which fhe perfectly remembers,
though fhe does not at prefent recolle@ the
particulars, all confpired to prevent her
from enjoying the happinefs ‘naturally be-
longing-to- her fituation. Her daughter,
however, may be more provideht; . and
affuredly will be more fortunate.  Satisfied
with this explanation, {he ftudies the mieans
of throwing her daughter into -thé way of
~young men of ftation more or lefs fuperior
to her own, And while fhe continues to
perfuade herfelf, that religious principles and
a worthy charater are the grand objeés to
‘ ‘which fhe attends in the future hufband of
‘her child; fhe is prepared to admiit- with
‘refpe@ to each of thofe particulats a con-
fiderable deduéion from the ftandard which
fhe profefles to have fixed, when com-
'penfated by a tltle, or the addition of a
thoufand
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thoufand pounds in the rentroll.  Public
places now prefent themfelves to. het mind
as the fcenes where her withes may have
the faireft profpe& of being realifed. . She
enlarges to her hufband on the propriety
of doing juftice to their daughter’s attrac-
tions, and giving her the fame chance
which other ladies of her age enjoy of-
making a refpe@able conqueft; dwells og
the wonderful effe&t of fudden impreflions;
recounts various examples in which wealthy
baronets and the eldeft fons of peers have
been captivated by the refiftlefs power of
female elegance in a ball room, and forgets
or paffes over the wretchednefs by which
the marriage was in moft inftances fucceed-
ed; and drags him, unconvinced, from
London to Bath, from Tunbridge to Wey-

- mouth, that the young woman may be

corrupted into diffipation, folly and mifcon-
dud&, and expofed, as in a public market,
to the infpection of bachelors of fathion. It
would fcarcely be pradicable to invent a
fyﬁem ‘more indelicate to the feelings of

ccqs the
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thq pggfon for whofe benefit it is profefledly
carried on; nor one whofe. effe@, coanfi-
dered in-a matrimonial point of view, would
have a greater tendency to betray her into
a hafty engagement, and the unhappinefs
which a hafty engagement frequently fore-
bodes. But in this plan, as in others, cun-
ning not feldom overreaches itfelf. . The
jealoufy of other. mothers fufpeés 'the
fcheme; the quickfightednefs of young men
difcerns it. 'When once it is difcerned, its
confequences are wholly oppofite to thofe
‘which it was intended to produce. The
deftined captive recoils from the net, - The
odium of the plor, inftead of being confined,
as juftice commonly requires, to the mother,
is extended. to the daughter, and. purfues
her whitherfoever fhe goes.." In the inter-
courfe of private families in the country,
where fimilar {chemes are not unfrequeat,
‘tl’louvgh condu&ted on a fmaller fcale ;: the-
forward advances and ftudied attentions of
‘the, mother to young men of fortune whom-
fhe wifhes to call her fons-in-law, are often-

in
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in “the highelt dégree diftrefling to ' her
daughters ‘as well as offenfive to thé othet
parties 5 ‘and - in many cafes a&ually pre-

vent ‘attachments, which" would otherwxfe
h&ve taken pla.ce. . AT

The ad_; uf’cment of pecuniary tranfa&:ons
antccedent to marriage commonly belengs
to the fathers of the young people, rather
than to maternal .care.  But the opinion of
the mother will, of courfe, have its weight,
Let that weight ever be employed' to coun-
tera&t the. operation of fordid principles ;
and to promote the arrangement of all fub-
ardinate . points on fuch a bafis as may
promife permanence to the reciprocal hap-
pinefs of the two families which are about
to be conne&ed.

When matrimonial alliances intrdduce a
mother tohew fons and new daughters; let
her ftudy to condu@ herfelf towards them

“in a manner befitting the ties of affinity, by:
which fhe is now united to them, If fhe
harbours
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harbeurs prejudices againft them, if pride,
jeaoufly, caprice, or any other unwarrant-
able emotion marks her behaviour towards
them ; the injuftice of her condué to the.
individuals themfelves has this further ac-
ceflion of criminality, that it alfo wounds
in the tendereft point the feelings of hcr,
own children. ‘

The peculiar obligations of parent and”
child are not wholly cancelled, but by the
firoke which feparates the bands of mor-
tality. When years have put a period to
authority and fubmiffion; parental folici-
tude, filial reverence, and mutual affe@ion
furvive. Let the mother exert herfelf dur-
ing her life to draw clofer and clofer the
links of benevolence and kindnefs. Let
her counfel, never obtrufively offered or
prefled, be at all times ready when it will
be beneficial and acceptable. But let her
not be diflatisfied, though the proceedings
which the recommends fhould not appear
she moft advifable to her children, who are

now
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now free agents. Let her fhare in their joy, -
and fympathife with their afflitions; « re-

¢ joice with them that rejoice, and weep

* with them that weep(p).” She may-
then juftly hope that their love will never

forget what fhe has done and what fhe has -
fuffered for them; 'and that the hand of

filial gratitude will delight to fmooth the
path of her latter days,

(¢) Romans, xii. 15.
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" CHAP. XV.
ooy . ! .
FURTHER REMARKS ON THE - 'DUTIES
BELONGING TO THE MIDDLE 'PE-

RIOD OF LIFE.

AMONG the duties applrtaining to ‘the
female fex in the middle period of life,
thofe which are peculiar to the wife and to
the mother hold the principal rank, and
form the larger proportion. They have
already been difcuffed at fufficient -length.
It may not, however, be unprofitable to
fubjoin fome farther remarks, ‘partly res
ferring to the condu& of married women
during that period, and partly to the fitu~
ation of individuals, who have remained
fingle. SR
~ v Lo
So engaging are the attraltions, fo imu
preflive is the force of beauty, that'womeny
diftinguifhed by.perfonal charmsj:are nog
: : permitted
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permitted long to continue unconfcious of
being the objeéts of general attention. Ad-
mired and flattered, purfued with affi-
duities, fingled out from their aflociates at
every fcene of public refort, they perceive
themfelves. univerfally.treated with marked
and peculiar preference. To thofe in whom
harmony of form and brilliancy of com-
plexion. are not' confpicuous, youth itfelf,
graced with unaffe@ted fimplicity, or at
leaft rendered interefting by fprightlinefs
and animation, is capable of enfuring no in-
confiderable portion of regard. As youth
and beauty wear away, the homage which
had been paid to them is gradually with+
drawn. They who had heretofore - been
treated as the idols of public and private
circles, and had forgotten to anticipate.the
termination of their empire, are fuddenly
awakened from their dream, and cons
ftrained to reft fatisfied with the common
notice thewn to their ftation, and the re-
{pe& which they may have acquired’ by
their virtues. To delcend from eminence

is
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is painful ; and to many minds not the lefs
painful, when the eminence itfelf had no
real value, and the foundation, on which
it refted, no durable folidity. She who is
‘mortified by the lofs or diminution of thofe
fuperficial obfervances which her perfonal
attraQions had fometimes induced admi-
ration to render ; and had more frequently
'drawn from curiofity, or vanity, or polite-
nefs, while fhe blindly gave admiration
credit for the whole, has not known or has
difregarded the only qualitiés and endow-
ments, which fecure genuine efteem, and
attrations worthy of being prized. Yet,
fcarcely any fpeQacle is more common’ in
the haunts of polite life, than to behold a
woman in the wane of beauty courting
‘with unremitting perfeverance the honours

which fhe can no longer command ; exer--

cifing her ingenuity' in laying traps for
~compliment and encomium ; fhutting her
) eyeqagamﬁ thofe alterauons in countenance
~and figure which are vifible to' every other
‘ pcrfon on the flighteft glance; fupplying

N by
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by numberlefs artlﬁces, and expedients per-
petually changing, the odious depredations
of time ; {welling with envious indignation
. at the fight of her juniors enjoying in their
day the notice once paid to herfelf; un-
willing to permit her daughters to accom-
pany her into public, left their native bloom
fhould expofe by contraft the purchafed
complexion of their mother, or their very
ftature betray that fhe can no longer be
young ; and difgracing herfelf, and dlfguﬂ:-
ing even thofe who deem it civility to flat-
ter and deceive her, by affecting the flip-
pancy of manners, for which youth itfelf
~would have been a moft inadequate apo-

‘ logy.

Among ladies, who have fully arrived at
the period of age of which we now fpeak,
._ there are to be found many, who, in confe-
quence of having been early taught by a
rational and religious education to fix their

" minds on proper obje&s, have efcaped even
from theu‘ firfk mtrodu&xon into the world
‘ : ~ " the



400  ON THE DUTIES OF THE.

the dazzling influence of thofe allyrements,,
which fafcinate the greater part of their fex ;
or have learned from refletion and ex-
perience in the progrefs of a changeful life
to rate them according to their proper value.
Of thofe, however, to whom the one or
the other of thefe defcriptions is applicable,,
there are fome, who in their converfation
and intercourfe with young perfons of their
own fex contribute. to eftablifh others. in
the errors which they have themfelves. been
happy enough to avoid. Impelled by, the.
defire of rendering themfelves agreeable to
their youthful affociates; a deflire com-.
mendable in itfelf, but reprehenfible when
in pratice it becomes the evident-caufeiof
indifcretion ; they endeavour to fuit their:
difcourfe to the tafte of their hearers by
confining it to the fubjets of drefs, per .
{fonal - appearance, public amufements,.and .
other . fimilar topics; .and by. expatiating.;
upon them in a manner from which: their ¢
fentiments refpeéting them might reafon-:,
ably be inferred to be very different from
' . what
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what they really are. Not that theyf" are’
auftercly to turn away from lighter themes’
of converfation ; or to confider a total ab-’
ftinence from innocent trifling as one of the'
effential chara&teriftics of wifdom and vir-
tue. But it is one thing to be auftere, and
another to be prudent and difcriminating.
There is an extreme on the fide of cbm—
pliance, as well as on that of aufterity. And
good humour is carried to excefs, when it
rivets miftakes ; fanctions enfnaring cuftoms;’
and prohibits experience from intermixing,
amidft the effufions of cheerfulnefs and bene~
volence, the voice of feafonable inftruéion.

The firft obligation incumbent on every:
individual is habitually to act aright in the
fphere of perfonal duty: the next, to en-
courage, - and in proportion to exifting
ability and opportunity, to inftru& others
to do the fame. St. Paul, in his dire&ions.
to Titus (g), refpecting the admonitions tq
be delivered by the latter to elderly women,

(¢) Titus, ii. 1. 5. )
DD attends

~



402  ON THE DUTIES OF THE

attends to -this diftin&ion. * Speak thou
¢ the things which become found do&rine—
“ that the aged women likewife be in be-
“ haviour as becometh holinefs, not falfe
“ accufers;” not guilty of calumny and
flander. Having {ubjoined to thefe in-
jun@ions refpeting their perfonal condu&
another which, it may be hoped, is in
the prefent times lefs frequently. appli-
cable in our own country than it feems
to have been in Crete (r) in the days
of the Apoftle, “ that they be not given
“ to much wine;” he extends his view to
the duties which they owe to the younger
part of their own fex. He dire&s that they
be ¢« teachers of good things; that they
% may teach the young women to be fober,”

(full of prudence and moderation,) “ to love
¢ their hufbands, tolove their children, to
 be difcreet, chafte, keepers at home,
¢ good,” (of kind tempers,) ¢ obedient ta
‘f' their own hufbands; that the word  of

() Where Titus was refident when St. Paul acidkeﬂed
this Epiftle to him. See Chap i §—132, 13..

¢ God




MIDDLE PERIOD OF LIFE. 203

% God be not blafphemed.” The obliga-
tion of imparting inftru®ion to young
women prefles on thofe who are further
advanced in life with the greater force and
urgency in proportion to the clofenefs of
the ties, whether of confanguinity or of
friendthip, by which the latter ate con-
heted with the former; and alfo to the
circumftances of difpofition, of time and
place, and various other particulars, which
may give to the admonition a more or lefs
favourable profpe@ of fuccefs. Let it not
however be imagined that it binds you to
confuk the improvement of your daughter
only and your niece, or of fome individual
thrown by peculiar events under your im-
mediate fuperintendence. k binds you to
confult the improvement of all whom it is
in your power to improve, whether con-
nefted with you more or lefs; whether
your fuperiors, your equals, or your in-
feriors ; whether likely to derive a higher
or a lower degree of advantage from your
endeavours. It binds you to confult their
T DD 2 improve-
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improvement by deliberate advice; by in<
cidental refle&tion, by filent example ; ftu<
dioufly fele@ting, varying, and combining
the means which you employ actording to
the chara&er-and fituation of the perfon
whem you defire to benefit. It binds you
to do all with earneftnefs and prudence;
with fincerity and benevolence. It binds
you to beware, left by negligence you lofe
opportunities which you might with pro-
priety have embraced; or through inad-
vertanice and miftaken -politenefs contribute
to firengthen fentiments and practices, ta
whith, if you are at the time unableto
oppofe them with effe&, you ought, at leaft,
not to have given the. apparent fan&ion.of
your authority.

The good fenfe and refinement: of .the
prefent age have abated much of the con-
tempt, with which it was heretofore the
pradtice to regard women, wha had at-
tained or paft the middle period of life
without having entered into the bands of

mar-
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marriage. - The contempt was unjuft, and.
it ‘was. ungenerous. - Why was - it ever:
deemed to be merited? Becaufe the. ob-,
jects of it were remaining in a ftate of;
finglehood ? Perhaps that very . circum=
ftance might be entitled in a very large
majority of .inftances to praife and admi«
ration. So various are the motives which.
men in general permit to have confiderable
influence on their views in marriage ; fo
different_are the opinions of different in-
dividuals of that fex as to perfonal appear-
ance -and manners in-the other; that of
the women who pafs through life without
entering into a connubial engagement, there
are, probably, very few who have not
had the option of contratting it. If then,
from a wife and delicate relu®ance to ac-
cept offers made by perfons of objeion-
able charafter; from unwillingnefs to leave
the abode of a defolate parent, ftruggling
‘with difficulties, or declining towards the
grave; from a repugnance to marriage
. DD 3 '~ pro-
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produced by -affeGion" furviving -the lofs
of ‘a beloved objet prematurely ‘fnatehed
away'by death; if in confequence of ‘any
of thefe or of fimilar caufes a  woman
continues fingle, is fhe to "be defpifed ?
Let it- be admitted that there are fome
individuals, who, 'by manifeft ill-temper;
or ether repulfive iparts of: their character,
have - even from their youth precluded
themfelves from the chance of receiving
matrimonial.propofals. Is this a reafon for
branding unmarried women of ‘a -middle
age with a general ftigma? Be it admitted
 that certain peculiarities of deportment, cer-
tain faults of difpofition, are proverbially
frequent in women, who have long rre-
mained- fingle. Let it then alfo be ire-
membered that every-fituation of life has
a tendency to encourage fome particular

errors and failings; that the defeGs of

women, who, by choice or by neceflity,
are in ‘a fituation ‘extremely different from
that in which the genera]ity of their fex

, , is

e . o 5 .  E—eme——— o m—
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is placed, -will always attra& more than
their proportional fhare of attention ; and
that whenever attention is dire@ed. to-
-wards them, it is no more than common
juftice at the fame time to render fignal
praife to the individuals, who are free
from the faults in manners and temper,
which many under fimilar circumftances
have contradted. Let it alfo be obferved,
that in the fituation of the perfons in
queftion there are peculiarities, the recol-
le&ion of which will produce in a generous
mind impreflions very different from fcorn.
They are perfons cut off from a fate of life
ufually regarded as the moft defirable. They-
are frequently unprovided with friends, on
whofe advice or affiftance they can tho-
roughly confide. Sometimes they are def-
titute of a fettled home; and compelled -
by a fcanty income to depend on the pro-
teGtiony and bear the humours, of fuper-
cilious relations. Sometimes in obfcure re-
treats, folitary, and among ftrangers, they

DD 4 . wear
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wear away the hours of ficknefs and age,
unfurnithed with the means of procuring
the affiftance and the comforts which fink-
ing health demands. Let not unfeeling
derifion be added to the difficulties which
it has perhaps been impoffible to avoid, or
virtue not to decline. ‘ ‘

Cy o«
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CHAP. XVL
ON THE DUTIES OF THE DECLINE OF
LIFE.— CONCLUSION,

>

THE courfe of our enquiry now conduts
us to the period, when gray hairs and aug-
menting infirmities forebode with louder
and louder admonition the common termi-
nation of mortality. The {pring and fum-
mer of life are paft; autumn is far advanced;
the frown of winter is already felt. Age
has its privileges and its honours. It claims
exemption from the more arduous offices
of fociety, to which its ftrength is no
longer equal ; and immunity from fome at
leaft of the exertions, the fruit of which it
cannot -enjoy. Deprived of many adtive
pleafures, it claims an equivalent of eafe and
repofe. Forced to contra& the fphere of

its utility, it claims a grateful remembrance
’ of
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of former fervices. From the child and
the near-relation, it claims duty and. love:
from all, tendernefs and refpe&. Its claims
are juft, acceptable, and facred. Reafon
approves them ; fympathy welcomes them ;
Revelation fancions them. ¢ Let children
“ requite their parents (s).” ¢ Defpife not
“ thy mother when fhe is old (#).” ¢ In-
“ treat the elder women as mothers (#).”
% Ye younger, fubmit yourfelves unto the
“ clder (#).”  “ Thou fhalt rife up before
“ the hoary head (y).” But if age would
be regarded with affe@ion and reverence;
it muft thew itfelf 'invefted with the quali-
ties by which thofe feelings are to be con-
ciliated.. It muft be ufeful according to its
‘ability, by example, if not by exertion. If
unable to continue the full exercife of aQive
~irtues, -it muft difplay the excellence of
thofe which .are paffive. It muft refift -the
temptations by which it is befet, and:guard
. ,(s)v t Tim. v. 4o » ' (f) Prov. xxm 22. |
(«) ' Tim. v. 1, z. () 1 Peter, v. 5.
(y) Levits xix. 32. SRR IR
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itfelf againft indulging fanlts on the plea of
infirmity. In a word, if the “ hoary head”
is to be * a crown of glory,” it muft be
« found in the way of righteoufnefs (=).™

- Of all the methods by which a woman
arrived - .at old age may. preclude "herfelf
from enjoying the refpe to which.by het
-years alone:fhe would have been entitled,
an attachment to the gay amufements of
youth is perhaps the leaft uncertain. To
behold one whofe countenance, whofe figure,
whofe every gefture proclaims that the-laft
- fands of life are running out, clinging to
the levities of a world which fhe is about
to leave for ever; haunting with tottering
fteps the fcene of public entertainment;
and labouring, with fickly efforts, to win
attention. by the affe@ation of juvenile
fprightlinefs and eafe; to behold gray haits
thus fpontaneoufly degraded and debafed,
- is not only one of the molt difgufting, but
one of the moft melancholy fpectacles which
can be furveyed. o '

(z) Prov. xvi, 31, .
Avarice
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« Alvatiee is one. of the vices of age, which
is:maote frequently exemplified among men
than:in:the female fex. - The caufe of the

difference may eaflily be explained. - The .

attention. of men in general is more or lefs
direfted by the circumftances of their con-
dition to the accumulation of money. In
the cafe:of.thofe who purfue lucrative pro-
fefflions, commerce, or any other -employ-
ment of which gain is'the obje&, the fa& is
manifeft. It is fcarcely lefs apparent in
the cafe of noblemen and private gentlemen,
whp-live upon the incomes of their eftates,
A reafonable defire of providing fortunes
for:their younger children, without:leaving
an-immoderate burthen on the patrimonial
inberitance, commonly difpofes them to
fludy at leaft, if not to accomplih, plans of
annualdaving. From thefe cares and occu-
pations women, whether married ar unmar+
ried, aré comparatively free. Hence, when

advancing years bring in their train timi:

dity, -fufpicion, an -high opinion of :the
power of wealth to command. refpeét; or.
I o \ any
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any other feeling or perfuafion -which. is
adapted: to excite or.confirm a propenfity to
avarice ; that propenfity finds in the ante+
cedent purfuits and habits of -men encou-
ragements and fupports which among indi+
viduals -of the female fex it experiences in
a lefs degree, or not at all. Among-.the
aged, however, of the female fex, there are
‘examples of -covetoufnefs fufficient to au~
thorife a‘deliberate admonition againit it. ...

. A deficiency "in tender concern for the
interefts of others is occafionally. perceptible
in the aged. Of the ties which united them
to the world, many are broken. The ho:
nours, ‘the purfuits, the profits, even ‘the
temporary happinefs and misfortunes- of in-
dividuals, now appear. to them in  the light
in which they 6ught to be feen by every
individual .of the human race, as- trifles
when contrafted with eternity. ‘The fen+
fations too become blunted ; and the inert-
nefs of the body weighs down the' aivity
of the mind.: - Heénce the livelinefs 'and
. warmth
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warmth of benevolence are fometimes im-
paired. To preferve them undiminifhed in
the midft of infirmity and pain, and while
perfonal conne&tion with mortal events
becomes loofer and loofer, is one of the
nobleft and moft endearing exertions of old
age.’ ‘ '

AffeGtionate tendencies, however, in the
bofoms of the old proceed, in fome in-
ftances, to an extreme; and require, though
not to be checked, yet to be regulated.
Fondnefs arttaches itfelf with pernicious
cagernefs to one of the children of the
family ; refts not without the prefence of the
favourite obje@; deftroys its health - by
pampering it with dainties; and ftimulates
and ftrengthens its paffions by immoderate
and indifcriminate gratification. ‘ Many a
 child, whom parental difcipline would have
trained in the paths of knowledge and vir-

tue, has been nurfed up in ignorance and

prepared for vice by the blind indulgence
of the grandmother and the aunt. ' Univil
RERER lingnefs
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lingnefs to thwart the withes of old: age,
curtailed of many enjoyments andimpatient
of contradiCtion, frequently reftrains the
parent from timely and effetual inters
ference. 'Were this obvious circumftance
confidered beforehand, and with due feri-
oufnefs by women advanced in years, they
would lefs frequently reduce thofe with
whom they live to the embarrafling dilem-
ma of performing a very irkfome duty, or
of acquiefcing in the danger and detriment,
perhaps in the ruin, of their offspring.

Among the defecs of old age querulouf~
nefs is efteemed one of the moft prominent,
Complaint is the natural voice of fuffering ;
and to fuffer is the common lot of declining
years. Even in the earlier periods of life,
women of weak health and irritable fpirits.
not feldom contract a habit of complaining ;
and though, when called to fevere ‘trials,
they difclofe exemplary patience, - yet. they
indulge in common life a frequent recurs
rence of the tones and language of querns.

loufnefs.
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loufnefs. The inward trouble feems ever
on the watch for opportunities of revealing,
itfelf ; and any little mark of regard, any.
expreflion of tendernefs, from a hufband or
a brother, immediately calls forth the inti-

mation of an aikment.- In age, when the

affeCtion of children and near relations -is
rightly diftinguifhed by particular affiduity
and folicitude ; when, if the hand of Provi-
dence withholds acutenefs of pain, fome
degree of infirmity and fuffering is merci-
fully allowed to give almoft conftant admo-
nitions of an event which cannot be remote;
when garrulity, no longer employed‘on 'the
variety of fubje@s which once interefted

the mind, dwells with augmented eagernefs -

on prefent obje@s and prefent fenfations

it is not furprifing that a difpofition to"
complaint thould gather ftrength.. But let-

all-who fuffer remember, that it is not by

continual lamentation that the largeft mea«
fure of compaffion is to be obtained. Res
iterated impreflions lofe their force. Thé-

<ar becomes dull to founds to which it is
1L habitu-
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habituated. . A-part of the uneafinefles de=
cribed by the fufferer is attributed to ima-
gination ; and the mind of the hearer,. in~
ftead of eftimating the amount of the re-
mainder, wonders and regrets that they are
not borne better. Among the ftrongeft
fupports of pity is the involuntary reve-
rence commanded by filent refignation.

Another of the unfavourable chara&er-
iftics by which age is fometimesdiftinguifhed,
is a peevith and diflatisfied temper. To
thofe who are converfant with a narrow
circle of obje&s, trifles fwell into im~
portance, Small difappointments are per-
mitted to aflume the form of ferious evils;
inadvertence and unintentional omiflions
are conftrued into pofitive unkindnefs. No-
velties of every fort difguft ; and every little.
variation is a novelty. All things appear
to have changed, and to have chahged for
the worfe. Manners are no longer fimple,
as they were once: fafhions are not rational
and elegant, as heretofore : youth is become

EER " noify,
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noify, petulant, and irreverent to its feniors =
rank and-ftation are no longer treated with
refpe. Moral virtue has diminifhed :
tradefmen have loft their lonefty, fervants
their ready and pun&ual obedience. Even
in perfonal appearancé the rifing generation
is fariinferior to the laft. The very courfe,
and afpe&, and energy of nature {ympathife
in the general transformation. The feafons
ate 1o longer regular and genial : the ver-
dure ‘of the fields is impaired : flowers have
loft' their odours, fruits their relith. Such
are the fufpicions prone to irritate the bofoms
of the old; fuch the repinings which. too-
often dwell upon their lips. To tolerate,
to pity this waywardnefs is the office of
the young ; to guard againft indulging it is
‘the duty of the aged. Let the former an-

© ticipate the hour in which they too, fhould

they furvive, will be tempted blindly.to at-
tribute to every furrounding obje@ the de-
cay which has taken place in .their; own
faculties alone. Let the latter; recall ;to
mind. the fenfations with which they them-
I - felves,
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felves; in the prime of life, witnefled fimilax
mifconceptions, and liftened to fimilax com~
plaints. o L C

- Ifiage has its peculiar burthens, it has .
- allo ita peculiar confolations. The fervid
paffions. which agitated the breaft of .youth
have fubfided: the vanities which dazzled
its gaze have ceafed to delude. Cheerfulhours,
enlivened by the fociety of defcendants, of
relations, perhaps of fome coeval friend en-
: deared by the recolle&tion of long eftzblithed
. regard, - ftill remain. If maladies prefs
heavily on the funions of life, if pain
embitters the remnant of your fatisfactions ;
yet the duration of your fufferings cannot
‘be long. If the day is far fpent, the hour
of reft muft neceffarily be at hand. = The
‘young, when overtaken with calamities cor-
refponding to thofe which you endure,
“know 'not but that according to the fettled
order of human events, a very long. period
of forrow and anguith may await them.
From all fuch diftrefles you will fhortly be
ST EE 2 . at
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at peace, Whether your waning. years be
loaded with affliGion,. or glide away placid
and ferene ; you have ftill in your pofleffion
~ the chief of earthly bleflings, the promifes
of the: Gofpel, the profpe& of immortality.

If thofe promifes, that profpe@, be not °

adapted to give you comfort, lay not your
difquiet to the charge of age; charge it on
your paft life, on your own folly," on your
own:fin. But if you have fo lived as to
bave: an intereft in the glorious hbpe; of
Chrifiianity ; how peculiarly firong muft
_be your delight in looking forward to re-
wards, from which you are feparated 'by fo
bnef an mterval LA

- Endear then yourfelf to all around you
by cheerful good-humour, by benevolence,
by affeCtionate. kindnefs, by patience, and
refignation. By feafonable exhortation,
by uniform . example, endear to them that

o

pietyt which is your fupport. Engage them

to- 4 Continual remembrance of the hour,

when _they fhall be as you are. .So. fhall
.,,*71'."4./ your

we - 2T
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your ‘memory fpeak’ the Tanguage JOHm.
ftrution *and. of comfort whcn y&u 4ré

!

filent. if; the gi‘ave. R el

In youlh and in age, in ﬁngle and» inmas
;rxmomal life, in all_c;t_cumﬁances and under
all relations, to live ftedfaftly and habitually
under the guidance of thofe principles-which
they who are now lying on the bed of death
are rejoicing that they have obeyed,: or
mourning that they have difregarded, is the
fum of buman wifdom and human happi- -
nefs. . % The fear of the Lord, that is wif-
“ dom, and to depart.from evil is under~
“ flanding (a).” * He that will love; life
% and fee good days, let him refrain his
“ tongue from evil, and his lips that they
“ fpeak, no guile. Let him efchew ‘evily
“ and do good: let him feck peace and -en~
¢ fue it. For the eyes of the Lord are aver
¢ the righteous, and his ears are open to
“ their prayers: but the face of the. Lerd:
“i ‘is. aga.mﬁ them that do evil (5).” Th& '

(a) ]b‘o, xxviii. 28 ¢ () Peter, iii. To—~12.
o “ righteous
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« yighteous fhall be recompenfed in' the
% earth~—the righteous hath hope in his
¢ death (c).” * If thou wilt enter into life,
“ keép the commandments (#).” You may
difbelieve Chriftianity : but its truth is not

on that account impaired. You may:flight
the impending day of retribution: but its

approach is not on that account retarded:.

% The Lord hath purpofed ; and who fhall
« difannul it « I am God, declaring the
« end from the beginning, and from antient
~ ¢ times the things that are not yet dane;
“ faying, My Counfel fhall ftand(¢).” What
if Chriftianity had commanded you. wholly
to refrain even from reafonable pleafures
and moderate indulgences? Would yod
have murmured at temporary forbearance

when ‘compared with an eternal. reward ?

Chriftianity however impofes no fuch re-
firiction. Its “ yoke is eafy,” and its *“ bur-
¢ then is light ;” eafy and light to all who

are difpofed to fulfil what they perceive to

() Prove xi. gr—xiv. 32, (d) Mattt xix. 17,
" (¢) Haiahy xiv. 27 =%lvii gy 10 . en

.be
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be their duty. It prohibits you from-no-
pleafures except thofe which, had Chrifti-:
anity never been revealed, your own reafony
if . unbiafled, would have condemned. It.re~
ftrains you from no innocent gratifications,
except when they would be unfeafonable or
exceflive ; when, by preventing you fromy
~ difcharging fome prefent duty, or rendering
you lefs qualified for the difcharge of duty
at a future period, they would diminifh
your everlafting recompenfe. - If your days
are crowned with worldly bleflings, if you
have competence and health, if you are
happy 'in your parents, your connecions,
your children; what folid delight could you
feel in the contemplation of your felicity,
did you know no more than that every oba
Je& whence it is derived is together with
yourfelf defcending with ceafelefs rapidity
to the abyfs of death? -How would ‘you
have ‘borne to ftand on the brink of the
gulph, gazing acrofs in vain for an appofite
thore, and looking down into unfathomable
vacuity ; if Religion had not unfolded to
you the fecrets of another world, and in-

firu&ted
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firued you how to attain its never-ending
glories? But your comforts perhaps are
undermined by ficknefs or misfortune, and
your profpe&s darkened by grief. Religion
~can blunt the arrows of pain, and brighten
the gloom of calamity and forrow. It
teaches you the moral purpofes for which
affli®ion and chaftifement are mercifully
fent. It teaches you. that “ by the fadnefs
% of the countenance the heart is made bet-
“ter(f).” Are your parents unnatural;
or are théy nomore? It tells you that you
have an Almighty and all-bounteous father
in Heaven. Is your hufband unkind? It
teaches you to win him by your modett vir-
tues ; and gives you a folemn affurance that
patience fhall not lofe its reward, Are you
deprived by death of a beloved partner in
marriage? It reprefents to you the Ruler
of the Univerfe as the efpecial proteGor of
the widow and the orphan. Are your chil-
‘dren taken from you in their early child-
hood? It tells you that * of fuch.is the
' (£) Ecdl. vii. 3.
o “ king-
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& king’dom of God (g).” Are they Inatched
away in riper yeats? it remmds you that
they ‘are removed from' trials - which they
might not have ‘withftood. “Wete their ta-
lénts more than ufually promifing?’ It tells
you'that thofe talents might have proved the
fources of ruinous temptations. Whether you
have loft parent, hufband, or child, ittellsyou
that « them which fleep in Jefus will God
¢ bring with him (4).” It tells you that the
means of fecuring to yourfelf a participation
of the unchangeable happinefs, deftined for
thofe who have been faithful fervants of
Chrift, are placed within your reach. Re-
ligion at times fpeaks to you the language
of terror. - It fpeaks the language of terror
to lead you to repentance. It denounces
judgements that, under the blefing of God, |
you may avoid them. But, remember, that
it fpeaks no terrors, it denounces no judge-
ments, which fhall not be executed on all
who perfevere in difobedience. If you are
not among thofe who hear the final fen-

(¢) Mark, x. 1q. - () 1 Thefl, iv. 14
FFE tence,
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tence, “ Come, ye blefled: of my Father,
¢ jnherit the kingdom, prepared for . you
« from the foundation of the world ;" you

will be of the number of them to whom it
is faid, * Depart, ye curfod, into omeraft-

“ing fire, prepared for the Devxl and: hl:
« Angels @ :

(x) Matthew,xxv 34 41 ‘ }' o
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ment, Magiftracy, Laws, Religion, Games, Militar{
and Naval - Affairs, &c. &c. Defigned chiefly to illuf-
trate the Latin Claffics. By Alexander Adam, LL. D.
3d Edition, 75 6d '

. L : A2
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. Bibliotheca Claffica; or a Claffical Di&tionary, con
taining a full Account of all the proper Names meu;ioned
in ancient Authofs. To which are {ubjdined, Tables o
Coins, Weights, and Mealures, in Ufe among the Greeks
and Romans. By J. Lempriere, A. M. of Pembroke
College, Oxford.” 2 Edition, gs .~~~ |
A Philofophical and Political Hiftory of the Segttle-
- ments and Trade of the Europeans in the Eaft and Weft -
Indies. Tranilated from the French of the Abbé Rey-
nal, by J. Juftamond, M. A. A new Edition, carefully
revifed, 1n8 vol. 8vo, and illuftrated with Maps, 218s
Sketches of the Hiftory of Man, by the Author of the
lements of Criticifm. 3d Edition, 4vol, 118 |
_ An Account of the Voyages undertaken by Order of
his prefent Majefty, for making Difcoveries in the South-
ern Hemifphere, and fucceflively performed by Com-
modore Byron, Captain Wallis, and Captain Cartéret,
in the Dolphin, the Swallow, and Edeavour., Drawn
up from the Journals which were kept by the feveral
Commanders, and from the Papers of Jofeph Banks, Efq.
and Dr. Solander.. By John Hawkefworth, LL. D.
Tlluftrated with Cuts, and a great Variety of Charts and
Maps (in all 52 Plates). 3 vol. 4to, Price 3l12s
- An Account of a V(;yage towards the South Pole and
round the World, performed in his Majefty’s Ships the
Refolution and Adventure, in the Years 1772, 1773,
1774, and 1775. Written by James Cook, Commander
of the Refolution. In which 1s included, Captain Fur-
néaux’s Narrative of lis Proceedings .in the Adventure
during the Separation of the Ships, 2 val.. Royal 4to,
witli Maps and Charts, Portraits of Perfons, and Views
of Places, drawn during the Voyage, by Mr. Hodges,
and engraved by the u;o% eminent Mafters, ol 125 =
A Journey from Prince of Wales’s. Fort, in° Hudfon"
Bay, to the Northern Occan, Undertaken by Order of
the Hudfon’s Bay Company, for the Difcovery of Cop-
per-Mines:'a North - Weft Paflage, &c. in the Years
1769, 1770, 1771, and 1792. By Samuel Hearne, 4to,
with Charts aind other Plates, 11 115 6d I

The Envitons of Londgn: being an Hiftorical ‘Acconnt
of the Towns, Villages, and Hamlets, within 12 Mifes
of that Capital ; interfperfed with Biog'rap‘hiég.,l‘; Anec-
dotes. By the Rev. D. Lyfons, A, M. F, R;/§: 3 vol.
4tQ, 41145 6d in Bogrds, |, ... o T

Travels in Portugal, through the Provinces of Entre
Douro ¢ Minho, Beira,; Eftremadura, and Elem-tejo, in
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the Years 1789 and 1790 confifting of Obfervations on
the Manners, Cuftoms, Trade, Puglic Buildings, Arts,
Aantiquities, &c. of that Kingdom. With ‘24 Plates of
Views, &c. By James Murphy, Archite&, 4to, 1l 115 6d:

Travels through Spain, in the Years 1775 and 1776.'
In which feveral Monuments of Roman and Moorith
Architeture are illuftrated by accurate Drawings taken
on the Spot. By Henry Swinburn, Efq. 2d Edition,
2 vol. 14s , '

Travels in the Two Sicilies. By Henry Swinburn,
Efq. in the Years 1777, 1778, 1779, and 1780. With
a Map of the Twe Sicilies, and 22 z'latcs of Views, &c,
2d Edition, 4 vol, 11 8s . '

Travels through various Provinces of the Kingdom 3f
Naples, in 1789, By Charles Ulyfles, of Salis Marfch-
lins. Tranflated from the German, by Anthony Au-
frere, Efg. and illuftrated with Plates, 8vo, gs -

*4* This Volume forms a proper Supplement to Mr.
Swinburn’s T'ravels in the Two Sicilies. '

Travels into different Parts of Europe, in the Years
1791 and 1792. With Familiar Remarks on. Places,
Men, and Manners. By John Owen, A. M. late Fellow
of Corpus Chrifti College, Cambridge. 2 vol. 16s’

Travels in. Switzerland, in a Series of Letters to Wil-
liam Melmoth, Efq. from William Coxe, M. A.
F.R.S. F, A. S.. Re&or of Bemerton, &c. '3 vol. with
alg[r‘gé Map of Switzerland, and other Plates, 1l 7s

ravels into Poland, Ruffia, Sweden, and Denmark,
inter{perfed with Hiftorical Relations andPolitical Enqui-
ties, illuftrated with Maps and Engravings. By William
Caxe, A. M. F. R, S. &c. 5 vol. 3d Edit. 11 17s 6d

A new Volume, being the 3d in 4to, and the sth in
8vo, of the above Work,, with a Map of Southern Nor-
way, and other Plates, may be had {eparate.

An Account of the Ruffian Difcoveries. between Afia
and America; to which are added, the Conqueft of Si-
beria, and the Hiftory.of tbe Tranfa&tions and Com-
merce between Ruffia and China. By William Coxe,
A. M. F.R.S. Illuftrated with Charts, antd a View of
a Chinefe Town. 3d Edit. 7s6d . -

A complete Tranlation of the Count de Buffon’s Na-
tural Hiftory, from . the 4th Edit. in 16 vol. 4to, with
occafional Notes and Obfervations. By William Smellie,
Member of the Phjlofophical and Antiquarian Societies
of Edinburgh. Illuftrated with 300 Copperplates, g voly

4[ 1s
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A pew Tranflation of the Count de Buffon’s Natural
Hiftory of Birds. Illuftrated with near 300 Engravings,
and a Preface, Notes, and Additions by the Tranflator,
g vol. 4l 18 '

A new Syftem of the Natural Hiftory of Quadrupeds,
Birds, Fifhes, and Infe&s. With about 150 Copper-
plates, 3large volumes 8vo, 1l 16s

A Tour through Sicily and Malta, in a Series of Let-
ters to William Beckford, Efq, from P. Brydone, F. R.S.
2 vol, Illuftrated with a Map. 3d Edition, 12s

Obfervations and Refleftions made in the Courfe of a
Journey through France, ltaly, and Germany. 'By
Hefter Lynch Piozzi, 2 vol. 14s .

Obfervations made in a Tour from Bengal to Perfia,
in the Year 1986-7 ; with a fhort Account of the Remains
of the celebrated Palace of Perfepolis, and other intereft-
ing Events. By William Francklin, Enfign on the Hon.
Company’s- Bengal Eftablifhment, lately returned from
Perfia. 2d Edit. 8vo, s

. A View of Society and Manners in France, Switzer~
land, and Germany, with Anecdotes relating to fome

_ eminent Characters. By John Moore, M. D, 2 vol.

yth Edit. 129 ~ K :

A View of Society and Manners in Italy, with Anec-
dotes relating to fome eminent Chara&ters.. By Joha
Moore, M, D. 2 vol. 4th Edition, 14s .

A Journey to the Weftern Ifles of Scotland. By the
Author of the Rambler, 6s .

The State of the Prifons in England and Wales, with
Preliminary Qbfervations, and an Account of forne Fo-
reign Prifons and Hofpitals. By John Howard, F.R. §.
4to, 4th Edit. with all the Plates complete, 11 5s

An Account of the principal Lazarettos in Europe;
with various Papers relative to the Plague, &c. by the

fame, 2d Edit. with all _the Plates complete, 11 §s

Vo

DIVINITY.

Ifaiah : a,new Tranflation, with a Preliminary Differ-
tation, and Nates Critical, Philological, and Ex lana-
tory. - By Robert Lowth, D.D. F. R.S. Londin. &
Goctting. late Lord Bifhop of London. 3d Edit. 2 vol.

8vo, 14s

Jeremiah and Lamentations: a new Tranflation, with
No't.es Critical, Philological, and Explanatory. By Bens
jamin Blayney, D, D, &c. &c, 4to, 1l'gs '
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The Four Gofpels, tranflated from the Greek; with
Preliminary Differtations, and Notes Critical and Ex-
planatory. By George Campbell, D. D. F. R. S. Prin-
cipal of Mariichal College, Aberdeen. 2 vol. 4to, 21 108

Sermons on feveral Subjefts. By the Right Rev.
Beilby Porteus, D. D. Bithop -of London. oth Ldit,
2vol. 135 ° i '

*.* The fecond Vol, may be had feparate, 6s in Bds, -

An Introdu&ion to the Study of the Prophecies con-
cerning the Chriftian Church, and in particular concern-
ing the Church of Papal Rome. By Richard Hurd,
D. D. now Lord Bifhop of Worcefter. 3d Edit, 2 vol. s

Sermons preached at Lincoln’s Inn Chapel, between
the Years 1765 and 1776, By Richard Hurd, D. D.
Lord Bifhop of Worcefter. 2 Edit. 3 vol. 185~

The Works. of the Right Rev. Jonathan Shipley, D.D,
Lord Bifhop of St. Afaph, 2 v, 8vo, with a Portrait, 12s

Sermons by Hugh Blair, D. D, one of the Minifters
of the High Church, and Profeflor of Rhetoric and Belles
Lettres in'the Univerfity of Edinburgh. 19th Edition,
4vol. 118 . ’

"« The 4th Volume may be had feparate, 6s in
Boards. -

Sermons by William Leechman, D. D. with fome Acs
count of the Author’s Life, and of his Le&ures. By
James Wodrow, D. D. 2 vol. 14s '

Sermons by the late Rev. John Dryfdale, D. D,
F. R S. Ed. one of the Minifters of Edinburgh,
&c. &c. -With an Account of his Life and Charaéter,
by Andrew Dalzel, M. A. F. R. S. Edinburgh, Profeflor
of Greek, &c. in the Univerfity of Edinburg%, 2V, 148,

Sermons by George Hill, D. D. F. R. S. Ed.
Principal of St. Mary’s College in the Univerfity of St.
Andrew ; one of the Minifters of that City, and one of
his Majefty’s Chaplains in Ordinary for Scotland, 7s '

Difcourfes, chicfly on the Evidences of Natural and Re+
vealed Religion. By John Sturges, LL. D. 7s

Difcourfes on various Subjeéts. By Jacob Duché,
M. A. 3Edit, 2 voli1gs .

Sermons on different Subjeéts, left for Publication by
John Taylor, LL. D. late Prebendary of Weftminfter,
Re&or of Bofworth, Leicefterfhire, and Minifter of St,
Margaret, Weftminfter. Publifhed by the Reverend
Samuel Hayes, A. M. 2 vol. 12s ,

¥4* Thefe Volumes include. the Sermon written by

Dr. Johnfon, for the Funeral of his Wife; and
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all the Serthons exhibit ftrong internal cvidence
of their having been carefully revifed, at leaft, if
not wholly written -by. that eminent Moralift,
who, had been, for a great Number .of ¥ cars,iin
Habits of clofe Intunacy with the Divine: whofe
Name they bear. . ., - C i

Sermons on the Prefent State of Rehglon in: tlus Oodn-
try, and on other Subjedls. - By the Rev. Septimus’ Hod-
fon, M. B. Re&or of Thrapfton, ‘Chaplaixi to-the: Afy-"
lum, and Chaplain in Ordmary to -his Royal Hwhnets
the Prince of Wales, 8vo, .

One hundred Sermons on Praalcal Sub_]e&s, cxtra&ed
chiefly from the Works of the Divines of the laﬁ Cen-
tury... By Dr, Burn, -4 vol. 11 4s :

‘Sermons by the late Lawrence Sterne, M. .A. 6v 186

‘Sermons on the Chriftian Do&rine, as received by the
different Denominations of Chriftians, &c. &e.  By. R. |
Price, D, D. LL.D. F.R. 8, &c." 2 Edit. 6¢ T

Sermons on various Subjeéts, and preached.on’ fevéral
Occafions. By the late Rev. Thomas' ancklm,fD D.
4th Edition, 3 vol. 1l 4s ,
- Sermons on the Relative Duties. By the fatne, 6s

Sermons to Young Men. By W. Dodd, LL. D. Pre-
bendary of Brecon, and (,haplam in Ordmary to hls Ma-
jefty.. 3d Edit. 4s 6d

Four Differtations, 1. On vaxdence II..On Prayer.
IIL. -On the Reafons for expe&ing that virthous Men
fhall meet after Death in a State of Happinefs, - IVi On
the Importance of Chriftianity, the Nature’ of Hiftorical
Evidence, and Miracles. By Richard Pncé Da D.
F.R,S. 4thEdit. 8vo, 6s - - " - ’
. Sermons to YmmfT W’omeh. By ]ames Ford’ycc,ﬂ Do
2 vol. 6th Edit. 95 - -

Addrefies to Young Men, bythe famie.' 2 vol/8s '

Sermons on Varions Sebjeé&ts. By the tate John Far-
quhar, A M: Carefully correfted from the Authot’s
MSS. by George Campbetl, D. D, and- Alcxandcr
Gerrard, D.D. 4thEdit. g5 - ¢+~ "

A Review of the Principat Qxeﬁ:ons in Morals. By
Richard Price, D. D; F. R.S. 3 Echt fcorre&cd 7s '

l

i Mlscm.LAmss, noéxs or r;u'u:n'rammr:ur, &c, ’

" The Works of the Iagc Right Hon. Heary St. ]o““?
Lord Vifcount Bolmgbrokc H contammg all his Poly 4~
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and Philofophical Works : a new and elegant Edit. 5 vol.
4m,, Fl R T

* % Another Edition'in 11 vol. 8vo, 21 16s

The Works of Francis Bacon, Baron of Verulam,
Vifcount St.' Alban’s; and Lord High Chancelldr of Eng-
land. 5vol. Royal Paper, 4to. ‘ ’

Aa Inquiry into thé- Nature-and Caufes of the Wealth
of Nations. .- By Adam Smith, LL. D. F.R.S, "3 vol.
6th Editiom, 8vo; .2l1s - . ST
. An laquiry into the Principles of Political (Economy;
being an Effay on the Science of Domeftic Policy in Free
Nations ; in ‘which are particularly confidered, Popula-
tion, Agriculture, Trade, Induftry, Money, Coin, In-
tereft, Circulation, Banks, Exchange, Public Credit,
‘Taxes, &c. By Sir James Stuart, Bart, 2 vol. Royal
Paper, 4to, 2l 2s in Boards, .

Effays and Treatifes on feveral Subje&ts, By David
Hume, Efq. with his laft Corre&ions and Additions. -
2 vol. 4to, 1l 165 - : :

*.* Another Edition, in 2 vol. 8vo, 14s

Moral and Political Dialogues, with Letters on-Chi-
valry and Romance. - By Richard Hurd, D. D. now
Lord Bifhop of Worcefter. 3 vol. 10s 6d - :

-_-An Effay on the Hiftory of Civil Society. By Adam
Fergufon, LL. D. 4th .Edit. 7s , :

Zeluco. Various Views of Human Nature, ‘taken
from Life and Manners, foreign and domeftic, 2d Edit,
2 vol. 14s : R

‘The Theory of Moral Sentiments. - By Adam Smiith,
LL.D. F.R.S. sthEdit. 2 vol. 14s o <

The Elements of Moral Science. By. James Beattie,
"LL. D. Profeflor of Moral Philofophy and Logi¢ in
Marifchal College, Aberdeen. 2 voli8vo, 155 -

. The Works of Alexander Pope;  E{q. with his laft Cor-

reltions, Additions, and Improvements, as they were de-

‘livered to the Editor a little before his Death ; together
with the Commentary and Notes of Dr. ‘Watburton,
With Cuts. In g large Volumes, 8vo, .2l 14s -
- The fame.in 6 Volumes, 12mo, 18 - -~

A complete and elegant Edition of the Englith Poets,
printed in 75 Pocket Volumes, on a fine Writing Paper.
{lluftrated with Heads, engraved by Bartolozzi, Caldwalk,
Hall, Sherwin, &c. &c, with a Preface Biographigal and
Critical to each Author.- - By Samuel- Johnton, LL. D, .

g3l 25 6d . - I
3Mifc\ellaneous Works of Edward Gibbon, Efq. With
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- Memoirs of his Life and Writings, compofed by himfelf;
illuftrated from his Letters, with Occafional Notes and
Narrative. By John Lord Sheffield. 2 vol, 4to, 21 10s
in Boards. :

The Works of Soame Jenyns, Efq. including feveral -
Pieces never before publifhed. To which dre prefixed,
fhort Sketches of the Hiftory of the Author’s Family,
and alfo of bis Life. - By Charles Nalion. Cole, Efq.
with a Head of the Author. 4 vol. 2d Edition, 1l
~ Letters to and from the fate Samuel Johnfon, LL. D,
To which are z.dded, fome Poems never before printed.
Publifhed from the Original in her Poficflion. - By Hef-
ter Lynch Piozzi. 2 vol. 14s

The Lives of the moft eminent Englith Poets; with
Criticel Obtervations on their Works, By Samuel John-
fon, LL.D. 4 vol. new Edition,. 11 4s .

The Life of Milton, in three Parts. To which are
added Conjectures on the Origin of Paradife Loft, with
an Appendix. By William Hayley, Efq. 4to, 18s .

Anecdotes of tome diftinguifhed Perfons, chiefly of
the pretent and two preceding Centuries.  Adorned
with Sculptures. 4 vol. 3d Edit. 11.8s in Boards.

*.* The Fourth Volume may be had feparate.

The Works of Mr. Thomion, complete, elegantl

. printed on a fine Writing Paper, with Plates, and a Life
ot the Author. 3 vol. 11 45 )

Another Edition, 3vel. Crown, 18s; or 2 vol. com-
mon, 7s . :
The Seafons, i a2 Twelves Edit,  Price only 2s 6d'

Another Edition of the Scafons, in.a. fmaller Size,
printed on a fine Paper, with new Plates, 6s .

The Triumphs of Temper: a Poem in 6 Cantos. ' By
Williamn Hayley, Eig. 6th’Edit. 75 6d o

Elegiac Sonnets: By Chatlotte Smith. gth Edit. with
additional Sonnets, and other Poems, 7s 6d -

The Pleafures of Memory, with. fome other Poems.
By S. Rogers, Efq. 7th Edit. 75 6d v :

The Pleatures of Imagination. By Mark Akenfide,
M. D. To which'is prefixed, a Critical Effay on the

oem. By Mrs, Barbauld, 7s6d .

The Art of pre['ervin%Hea,lth., By John Armftrong,
M. D. With a Critical Effay on the Poem, by J. Aikin,
M. D.7s 6d . : : , :

The 7Sp1'een, and other. Poems of Matthew Green.
With a Critical Effay by Dr. Aikin, 6s ) .

The Shipwreck, a Poem, in 3 Cantos. By a Sailor, 6s
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*.* The feven laft-mentioned Works are printed in a
moft beautiful and uniform Manner, and are all embel-
lifhed with very fine Plates, - C :

Effays on various Subjes, principally defigned .for
young Ladies. By Hannah More, 35 fewed, 2 Edit. .

Adelaide and Theodore, or- Letters on Education:
containing all the Principles relative to the. different
Plans of Education, tranflated from the French of Ma-
dame la Comtefle de Genlis. é\vol. 3d Edit. 10s 6d . .
- The Moral Mifcellany, or a Colleétion of Seleét Pieces,
in Profe and Verfe, for the Inftrution and Entertain-
ment of Youth, 3d Edit. 3s : ;

An Hiftorical Mifcellany. 3d Edit. 3s . s

The Poetical Mifcellany ; confifting of Sele& Pieces
from the Works of the following Poets, viz. Milton,
Dryden, PoPe, Addifon, G:g,- &c. 2d Edit. 3s

A Father’s Legacy to his Daughters, by the late Dr.
Gregory, of Edin%:lrgh. With a Frontifpiece; 2s fewed.

The Mirror : a Periodical Paper, publifhed at Edin-
burgh in the Years 1779 and 1780. 3 vol. 8th Edit. gs ;
or 4.vol. large 8vo, 14s

- The Lounger; a Periodical Paper. By the Authors
of the Mirror, 4th Edit. 10s 6d ; or 2 vol. large 8vo, 14s

The Adventurer, by Dr. Hawkefworth, 4 vol. A
rsaew Edit. adorned with Frontifpicces, 12s; or 3 vol. large
bvo, 1l 1s : ’

The Rambler, 4 vol. with Frontifpieces, and a Head
of the Author, 12s; or 3 vol. large 8vo, 1l1s =~

A complete Edition of the Works of Lawrence Sterne,.
M. A. containing his Triftram Shandy, Sentimental
Journey, Letters, &c. &c. Adorned with Plates, de-
figned by Hogarth, Rooker, Edwards, &c. 10 vol. 2l

The Man of Feeling, a Novel. A new Edit, 3s

The Man of the World, by the Author of the Man of
Feeling, 2 vol. 6s S :

gulia de Roubigne, by the fame, 2 vol. 6s

entimental Journey, 2 voli A new Edit. with Fron« -

tifpieces, §s—Another Edit, 3s -
Triftram Shandy, 6 vol. 18s .
The Recefs; or, a Tale of other Times, By the Au-
thor of the Chapter of Accidents. 4th Edit. 3 vol. 13s 6d
Julia, a Novel, interfperfed with fome Poctical Pieces.
By Helen Maria Williams, 2 vol. 7s - ' *
. Emmeline, the Orphan ot the Caftle. By Charlotte
¢ Bmith, gvol. 3d Edit, 14s -
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Ethelinde ; or, the Reclufe of the Lake, by the fame,
gvol. 2d Edib1ys6d . -~ -

Celeftina, a-Novel, by the fame, 4 vol, -2d Edit.14s

‘The Banithed Man, a Novel, by the fame, 4 vol.
- Extrats, elegant, mftru&tive,' and éntertaining, in
. Profe, from the moft approved Authors; difpefed under
propcr Heads, with ‘2 View t6 the Improvement and
Amufement of young Perfons, one vol. Royal 8vo, 14s

Extra&ts in Poetry, upon the fame Plan, 163

Epiftles, elegant, familiar;” and inftrutive, " fele&ted
from the beft Writers, ancient and modern: a proper
Companion to the tiwo preceding Works, gs '
T CrAw.
Commentaries on the Laws of England, in Four
. Books., By Sir William Blackftone, Knight, one of the
Juftices of -his Majefty’s Court of Common Pleas.
“Twelfth Edition, with the Author’s jaft Corre&ions, and
Notes and Additions by Edward Chriftian, Efq. Bar-
rifter at Law, and Profeflor of the Laws of England in
the Univerfity of Cambridge. .4 large Volumes, 8vo,
with 14 Portraits, elegantly engraved, 11 16s . -

“Tralts, chiefly relaung ro the Anuquities of the Laws
of Er_gland. By Judgeilackﬁonc, 4w, 1l 15

A Digeft of the Laws of England. By the Ri%ht Hon.
Sir John Comyns, Knt. late Lord Chief Baton of his Ma-
jefty’s Court of Exchequer. . 3¢ Edit. confiderably en-
larged, and continued down to the prefent Time, by Ste-
wart Kyd, Barrifter at Law, of the Middle Temple,
6 val. Royal 8vo, 4l 4s = . .. Ce
Cales in Crown Law, determined by the Twelve Judges,
by the Court of King’s Bench, and by Commiffion-
ers of Oyer and Terminer, and General Gaol Delivery;
from the 4th Year of George II. to the 32d Year of
George -1I1.- By Thomas Leach, Efq. of the Middle
Temple, Barrifter at Law. ' 2d-kdit. with Additions, 125

Cafes argued and determined ‘in the ‘High «Court of
Chancery, -1n the Time of Lord Chancellor Hatdwicke,
from the Years 1746-7to 1755, with Tables, Notes, and
References. By Francis Vezey, Efq. 2 v. 3d'Edit. 1115
" The Attorney’s Vade Mecum, and Client’s {nftruétor,
treating of - Atiotts ({uch as are ‘now moft in'Ufe); of
profecating and’ défending them ; of the Pleadings and

i
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Law, with a Voluyme of Pregedents. By Johan Morgan,
of the Inner Temlgl!:t, Barrifter a’n{fLaw, );gbfnlx 2s |

The Juftice ;of Peace ; . ory, Cpmple;e P ;.Q,'\ Ger.
By Ricbard Burn, LL.D., A pew dity 4, \;? lns

Ecclefiaftical Law, by the fame Author, 4 vp

A new Law Di&ionary, intended for aneral f}f/’p,! as
well ‘as for Gentlemen of thg Profeffion. 1ghard
Burn, LL. D. and continued t6 the prefent l.llxmc, by
}nsSonr 2 vol, 16s

A Digeft of the, Law ,Aﬁ,tons at Nifi Pnus. By .
Ifaac Elpmaffe, Efq of Gray’s Inn, Barrifter at. Law.
2d Edit. 2 vol. 11'1s
* " The Solicitor’s Guide to the Pra&ice of the Office of
Pleas in his Majefty’s Court of Exchequer at Weft-
minfter; in which are introduced, Bills of Cofts in vari-
ous Cafes, and a Variety of ufeful Precedents. With a
complete Index to the whole. By Richard Edmunds,
ane of the Attornies of the faid Oﬂicc, 7s .

, PHYsIC, . '
Dome{hc Medicine; or, a Treatife on the PrcVentxon
and Cure of Difeafes, by Regimen and Simple Medicine..
By Wm, Buchan, M. D. of the Royal College of Phyfi-
cians, Edinburgh, A new Edlt.!s 6d
*,* This Treatlfe comprehends not only the Acutc,
but alfo the Chroni¢ Difeafes ; and both are..
treated at mucli greater' Length than in an Pe;'?
formance of the like Nature. ~ It likewife contains
an Effay on the Nurfi n§ and Management of
Children 3 with Rules’ for preferving Health,
fuited to the different Situations and Occupations
of Mankind ¢ and Dire&ions for ‘the é:re of
Wouﬁds, the Rcdu&’ion df Fra&urcs, ifloca-
tions, &c.. - o

Medical Hxﬁorgcs an& Reﬂc&;opg. . ro}m F;mar,'
M. D. Phyfician tp The. Manchei‘gr} Intt]'!rma}ry and o
natic Hofpital, 2 vol. 11s :
Firft Lines of the Thg)yy aqura&n of P{xquophlc,at ,
ghemlﬁry. By Jobgn Berkcnhput, E\J gvg;. with
lates,
‘The gcats anq Cyuf;s ot{ Dxfcpfes mveﬁ t—f.‘i by Ana-
tomy, in five Bogks;, . gon;am; B, grc,ag astety of Dif-
fe&tions, with Remarks, | ated from,.the Latin of
John Baptift Morgagm, hxcf Profeflor of Anatomy,

’
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and Prefident of the Univerfity of Padua. By Benjamin
Alexander, M. . 3 vol. 4to, 11 16s

A fulland plain Account of the Gout ; from whence
will be clearly feen the Folly, or the Bafenefs, of all
Pretenders to the Cure of it: in which every Thing ma-
terial by the beft Writers on that Subje®, is taken notice
of, and accompanied with fome new and important In-
ftrufions for its Relief ; which the Author’s Experience
in the Gout, above thirty Years, has induced him to im-
part. ByFerdinando Warner, LL. D. 3 Edit. gs
- A Treatife upon Gravel and upon Gout, in which their
Sources and Connexion are afcertained ; with an Exa-
mination of Dr. Auftin’s Theory of Stone, and other
Critical Remarks, - A Differtation on the Bile, and its
Concretions; and an Enquiry into the Operations of
Solvents. By Murray Forbes, Member of the Surgeons
Company, 6s

An Account of the Efficacy of the Aqua Mephitica
Alkalina, or, Solution of fixed Alkaline Salt, faturated
with fixable Air, in Calculous Diforders, and other Com-

laints of the Urinary Paflages. By W. Falconer, M. D.

. R. S. Phyfician to the General Hofpital at Bath.
4th Edit. 3s :
" An Enquiry into the Nature, Caufes, and Method of
Cure of Nervous Diforders. By Alexander Thompfon,
M. D. as .

A new Enquiry into the Caufes, Symptoms, and Cur
of Putrid and Inflammatory Fevers, &c. &c. By Sir
William Fordyce, M. D. 4s

Difcourfes on the Nature and Cure of Wounds. I.
Of Generals : of procuring Adhefion, Wounded Arteries,
Gun-thot Wounds, Wounds with Sword, &c. the Medi-
cal Treatment of Wounds. II. Of Particulars: of
Wounds of the Breaft, Wounds of the Belly, Stitching
an Inteftine, Wounds of the Head, Wounds of the
Throat. 111, Ofdangerous Wounds of the Limbs. Of
the Queftion of Amputation. By John Bell, Surgeon,
1 vol. Royal 8vo, 7s 6d in Boards.

*.% In this Book are contained all thofe Accidents of
Praftice and lefler Operations which do not belong
to a Syftem of Surgery, but which, as they occur
more frequently, arc the more important.—This
‘Book, it 1s hoped, will be found particularly ufe-
ful to Country Surgeons, and to young Men en-

* tering into the Army and Navy. -
Engravings explaining the Anatomy of the Bones,
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Mufcles, and Joints, with copious Defcriptions. By
John Bell, Surgeon, 4to, 1l 1s1n Boards.

- A Colle&ion of Cafes and Obfervationsin Midwifery.
By Wm. Smellie, M. D. 3 vol. with Cuts, 1l 1s

 PHILOSOPHY, MATHEMATICS, MECHANICS, &c. &c.

Elements of the Philofophy of the Human Mind. By
Dugald Stewart, F. R. S. Edin. Profeflor of Moral Phi-
lofophy in the Univerfity of Edinburgh. 4to, 1l gs
. Aftronomy explained upon Sir lfaac Newton’s Prin- -
ciples, and made eafy to thofe who have not ftudied the
Mathematics. By James Fergufon, F. R. S. llluftra-
ted with 28 Copperplates, A new Edit. 8vo, ¢s
. An eafy Introdu&lion to Aftronomy, for young
Gentlemen and Ladies, by the fame. 3d Edit. §s
- An Introdu&tion to Ele@ricity, .in 6 Sefions, by the
fame. Illuftrated with Plates, 4s

Le&ures on Sele& Subjeéts in Mechanics, Hydroftatics,
Pneumatics, and Optics, with the Ufe of the Globes,

the Art of Dialling, and the Calculation of. the Mean
Times of New and Full Moons and Eclipfes, by the.
fame, . 7s 6d '

Sele& Mechanical Exercifes, fhewing how to conftrult
~ different Clocks, Orreries, and Sun-Dials, on plain.and
caly Principles, &c. &c. By the fame. With Copper-
plates, and a fhort Account of the Life of the Author, gs

Obfervations on Reverfionary Payments ; on Schemes
for granting Annuities to Widows, and to Perfons in old
Age; on the Method of finding the Value of Affurances
on Lives and Survivorfhip ; and on the National Debt.
To which are added, new Tables of the Probabilities of

Life; and Eflays on the different Rates of Human Mor-
tality in different Situations, &c.&c. By Richard Price,
D.D. F.R.S. A new Edit. 2 vol. 8vo, 153
. The Doétriné of Annuities and Affurances on Lives
and Survivorthips, ftated and explained. By William
Morgan, Aétuary to the Society for Equitable Aflurances
on Lives and Survivorfhips, 8vo, 6s

. AGRICULTURE, BOTANY, GARDENING, &c,

__The Complete Farmer; or, a General Di&ionary of
Hufbandry in all-its Branches ; containing the various
Methods of cultivating and improving every Species of
Land according to the Precepts of both the old and-new
Hufbandry; comprifing every Thing valuable in the beft
Writers on the Subje& : together with a great Variety of.

L
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new Difcoveries and Improvements. 4th Edit. confider~
ably enlarged, and greatly improved. By a Society of
Gentlemen, Members of the Society for the Encourage~
ment of Arts, Manufa&ures, and Commerce. With a
great Number of Plates, Folio, 21 25

Pradtical Effays on Agriculture : containing an Ac-
count of Soils, and the Manner of correéting them§ an
Account of the Culture of all Field Plants, including the
Artificial Graffes, according to the old and new Modes of
Hufbandry, with every Improvement down to:the pre-
fent Period ; alfo an Account of the Culture and Manage
ment of Grafs Lands; together with Obfervations on In-
clofures, Fences, Farms, Farm-houfes, &c, Carefully

colle®ed and digefted from the moft eminent Aathors,:

- with experimental Remarks. By James Adam, Efg. 2v.14s
Every Man his own Gardener ; being a new and much
more complete Gardener’s Calendar than any hitherto
publithed ;- containing not only an Account of what Work
1s neceflary to be'done in the Hot-Houfe, Green-Houfe,
Shrubbery, Kitchen, Flower, and Fruit Gardens, forevery

Month in the Year, but alfo ample DireQions for per- -

forming the faid Work according to the neweft and moft
approved Methods fiow in Pra&tice amongft the beft Gar-
deners. By Thomas Mawe, Gardener to his Grace the
Duke of Leeds; and other Gardeners. 6th Edit,_gs

Ao Introdu&tion to Botany; containing an Explanav

tion of the Theory of that Science, and an Interpretation

‘of its Technical Terms ; extra&ed from the Works of Dr.
Linnzus, and calculated to-aflift fuch as may be defirous
of ftudying the Author’s Method and Improvements.
With Plates. 3d Edit. with a Gloflary, and other Addi-
tions.” By James Lee, 7s 6d , - T

Synopfis of the Natural Hiftory of Great Britain and
Ireland: containing a Syftematic Arrangement and concife
Defcription of all the Animals, Vegetables, and Fofhls,
which have hitherto been difcovered in thefe Kingdoms.
By John Berkenhout, M. Dy  2d Edit. 2 vol. 123
. Clavis Anglica Linguz Botanicz ; or, a Botanical

Lexicon. In which the Terms of Botany, particularly
thofe occurring in the Works of Linnzus, and other mo-
dern Writers, are applied, derived, explained, contrafted,

. and exemplified. By John Berkenhout, M. D. 2d Edit. 6s

Hiftorical and Biographical Sketches of the Progrefs of .

Botany in Eogland, from its Origin to the Introduétion
of the Linnzan Syftem. By Richard Pulteney, M. D.

F.R.S. 2 vol. 125
w55
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6eeﬂ lately. publs ifbed by T, CADELL J4n.
- and:W. Davizs. ( Smﬁrx do: Mr. Cm
DELL) in thé Strand. . "
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M e

1. EssAYs on various Sub)e’&ﬁ, prmcxpally defi gneil
for yogng Ladies.. By Hanm!me 48 1

2. Sacred Dramas, chiefly mtenped far young P&foﬂs"
the Subje&s taken from the Bible. By the fame. 8. "

T e s

3; The Search after Happmeﬁ. a ?akomlme :3l
the fame. §s. 6dy:. S AR IO

4~ Letters to a Young Lady.on a Yylety of ufchl and
impgrtant Subje&s, calculated to 1mptqu the Heast, form
the Manners, and ealighten the Underft amdmg ﬁ
Rev. John Bennett. 2 Vols. 8. . . .

5. Stri&ures-on Female Educauon, ctneﬂy ag it rehm

to the Culture of the Heart. By the fame. ‘4s.

6. A Father's Legacy to his, Daughtcts. By the l‘am
Br. Grcgoty of Edinburgh. I

7. The Female Mentor; br, Sele& Converfatzons.
'3 Vols. 10s, 6d.—~—*¢* The third Volume may be had
feparate, 3s. fewed.

8. Sermons to Young Women. By James Fordyee,
D.D. 2z Vols. 7s.

9. The Temple of Virtue, 2 Dream. By the fame. 38,’

10. Rural Walks, in Dialogues; intended for yoimg
Perfons. By Charlotte Smith. 2 Vols. gs.

11. Rambles farther; being a Continuation of Rural
Walks. By the fame. z Vols. ss.

12. The Governefs; or, The Little Female Aéademy.
By the Author of David Simple. 1s. 6d.



- Books publified by Capmt and Diviss.-

#3. Adelaide and Theodore ; or, Letters on Education;
containing all the Principies relative to three different Plans
of Education; that of Princes, and thofe of young Per-

fons of both Sexes. Tranflated fromtheFtenchofMadame
laComteﬂ'edeGenhs 3 Vols. ros. 6d.

14 The Comfpondent; a Sele@ion of Letters from
the beft Authors : together with fome Originals, adapted
to all the Periods and Occafions of Life;. calculated to
form the epiftolary Style of Youth of both Sexes ; to im-
pact -2 Kaowledge of -the World -and oFLetners,and o
infpire Sentiments of Virtue and Morality. z Vols. 8s.
" f§. Extradls, clegant, inftruive, and entertaining, in
Profe, from the moft approved Authors, (difpofed under
propér- Heads,) with a View to the Improvement and
Amufement of young Perfons. 1 Vol. Royal 8vo. qs

“"46. Extm&s, in V'erfe, upon the fame Plan.

17. Epiftles, elegant, famxlur, and mﬁm&lve, fele&:d
from’the beft Writers, Antienit and Moders, and formiing

a proper (..ompamoa to the (wo laﬁ-mennoned Works-
188,
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